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GOVERNMENT lENOAL 

GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 


His Excelltfftry the Right Hon’ble Victor Ai.rx.imjrh Groror Robert 
BrLWAR-LinoN, Earl of Lyttoii, i\(\, o.(\s.i., o.c.i.e. (on lenve). 
His Extellenry Sir ^rcimLANsoowN Stephenson, k.c.i.e., c.s.i. 

(Acting). 

MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. , 

The Hon'hle Mr. J. Donau)^ c..s.i., c.i.e., i.i .n , in t huigt* of (he follow- 
, mg jMirt folios 

1. Finance. 

2. Sfjmrate Revenue. ^ 

3. Coumieice and Industrial subjects. 

4. Marine. 

5. Education. 

6. Public Works. 

The Hoirble Maharaja Kmmpnish ('h^nor^ Ray Balimliir of Nadia, 
in charge of the following portfolios: — 

1. Land Revenue. 

2. Land Acquisition. 

3. Excluded .^reas. 

4. Irrigation/ 

5. Medicsil adininiNtratinn, inrludiiig hospitals, diKjietisaries and 

asylums and provision for medical education. 

(). Ixical Self-Qovernment. 



it GOVERNMEKT OF BENGAl| 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Kawab Ali Chaubhuei, £haa 
Bahadur, cj.k., in charge of the following portlolioa: — 

1. Emigration. 

2. Immigration. 

3. J urisdiction. 

4. Haj Pilgrimage. 

6. Forests. 

6. Agriculture and Industries. 

7. Excise. 

H. llegistration. 

The Hon’ble Mr. L. Bimi.ey, r.s.i., c.i.e., i.c.s., in charge of the 
following portfolios: — 

I. Appointment. 

2. ' Political, excluding Haj pilgrimage. 

3. Police. 

4. Ecclesiastical. 

6. Regulation of medical, an A other professional qualifications 
and standards, subject to legislation by the Indian 
Legislature. 

6. Jails. 

7. Judicial. 

8. Legislative, including the Executive Administration of the 

liogislutive Depurtment and elections for Indian and 
Provincial licgislatures, subject to rules framed under 
sections (>4 {J) and 72 (a) of the Government of India Act. 
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Maulvi Ekhamul Huq. 

Raja Manm\tha Nath Hay ('haudhuri of Sautooh. 


Secretary to the Couii(‘iE J. Bakti.ky, i.c.s. i<ni havt'). A. DkC. 
WiLUAM.S, { OffiJ .). 

AMAisiant Secretaries to the (Viuncil A. M. UrniiisoN {on leave), 
K. N. Majumdar, uii({ J. W. Mi Kav 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 

A 

• 

Addy, Babu Aioulya ])hoiu\ National (’hanibor of (\nniuerce. ) 

Ahamad, Maiilvi Afyinudilin. |Ti|»|H*ra ( Mulmininudaii). J 
Ahmed, Maiilvi Tayebuditin. [ MyineiiHin^fh Kast ( Mnluiin Indian).] 
Ahmed, Maiilvi Xatinoor. (Btiidwan Divi.sion South ( Mahammadati). | 
AhHaiiullali, Mollah. | Kiijsliahi North t M uliaiuiiiadiiii ) . | 

Alev, Khan Bahadur S, MahlHudi. ft'aleiitta North (MuhamtimdaQ). | 
Ali, Maiilvi Sayyed Sultan, [Khulna ( Muhannnadan) . ] * 

Ali, Mr. Altuf. [ Myinen.siii^h Ka^t {Muhammadan).] 


B 

Bagchi, Babu Itomes (’handra,* [Maldn (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Bak.sh, Maiilvi Kader, j Dinajpiir ( Muhaiiiniailan). ] 

Banerjt‘a, J)r. Brainuthanatli. (t'alriitta hast ( Non-Muliaiamadim) . ] 
Banerjee, Babu Satya KiHhore. (Biirdivan liundluddiTM. ) 

Baiierjee, Mr. A, ('. ((’ab‘utta Smith (Vntral ( Non- Muhammadan).] 
Banerjee, Hai Bahadur AbinaHli ('handra. (Nominated Non-official.) 
Burma, Itai Sahib Banehanan. M.B.K, j Uangpur (Non-Miihainmaduii). | 
Barton, Mr. H. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Baau, Babu Jatindra Nath. [Calmitta North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Baau, Babu Sarat (^hundra. [Biirdwaii ( Non-Muhammiwlan). ) 

Birley, the Hon’ble Mr. 1.., f’.S.L, (M.K. (M eiiilMT, Kxeeiitive 
Council.) • 

Biswati, Mr. Alnhil Latif, B.L. [Diwea WchI (Unrnl) Muhammadan.] 
Boae, Babu Bejoy Kriahna. (Calcutta UuiverHity. ) 


C 

Clmkravar|i, Mr. Byomkea. [24-PargaimB Rural South (Nou-MuImpb* 

* mdan).] 

Chakravarti, Babu Jogindra Chandra. [Dinajpur (Non-Muhamma* 
dan).] 

Chakravorty^ Babu Sudarsan. fli^hahi (Ncin-Muhammadan).] 
ChattoQiM, Babu UmeB Chandra. CBankura Bant (N<ni*lfttluui^ t 
inadan).] 
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Chaudhuri, the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur Sa^id Nauiab Ali, Khan 
Bahadur, C.LE. (Mein!)er, Executive Council.) 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harendiunath. [24-rargana8 Ri^ral North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Ohaudhury, Maulvi Md. Niirul Htiq. [Chittagong (Muhammadan).] 
Chaudhury, Maulvi Saiycd Abdur Rob. [Faridpur S6uth (Muham- 
madan ) . ] 

0?iild, Mr. It. n. (Bengal Chaml)er of Commerce.) » 

Chowdhury, Maulvi Fazlal Karim. (Bukarganj North (Muhamfinadan).] 
Chunder, Mr. Nirmal (Chandra, [(^ibmtia North C/Ciitral (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Cohen, Mr. I). J. (Nominated Non-official.)* 

C(K>per, Mr. C. C. (Indian Jute Mills Assotdation.^ 

Corcoran, Mr. B. J. (Dacca and Chittagong (European).] 

Crawford, Mr. T. ('. (Indian Tea AswM'iation.) 

0 

Das, Babu Cliaru Chandra. ( Nr>!nin:ited Non-odicial. ) 

Das, Dr. Mohini Mohan. [Faridpur South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Das, Uui Bahadur Amur Nath. (Noiniibite^l Official.) 

Dae Oupta, Dr. J. M. | Hogra ci/ //i# Ihibna (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Daita, Bubu Akhil (Jiandra. [Tipi)era (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Daud, Mr. M. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Davie, Mr. J. Coiiper. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 

De, Mr. K. (h, C.l.E. (Nominated Official.) 

I)ey, Babu Boroda Ih'osad. ( Ilooghly Municipal (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Donald, the llon'ble Mr. J., (\S.l., (hf.l']. ( Memla*!*, Executive Council.) 
Dohn, Uui Italmdur l’\ari lad, M .ll.F. | Dai c a City (Non- 
Muhummudaii).] 

Drummond, Mr. J. 0. (Nominated Official.) 

Dutt, Mr. 0. S. (Nominated Official.) 

F 

Farotiui, Khan Bahadur K. O. M. (Nominated Non-official.) 
Forrester, Mr. J, ('amplielL ( IVesidency and Burdwau (European).] 

G 

Gafur, Maulvi AImIuI. [Fnbnn (Muhammadan).] u 

Ganguly, Babu Khugendra Nath. [Howrah Municipal (Non- 
Muhammadaii).] 

Qhutnavi, Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmed Khan. [Myraensingh Wait 
(Muhammadan).] 

• Goenka. Hai Bahadur Badrhlas. (Bengal Marwari Aaaociation.) 
Giihi,*Mr. P, N, (Nominated Non-official.) 
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Haidar, Mr. S. N. [Culculta South (Noii-Muhamiuadan).] 

Haq, Khai) Bahadur Knai Zuhirtil. [Durra Kast Rural (Muhaminadan).] 
Haq, Shah Syed I'luidadul. | Tipper^ (Muhuiuiuudait).J 
Heard, Major-General Richard, (M.K., M.])., K.H.S., I.M.S. (Nomi- 
nait'd Offioiiil.) 

Hodifson, ^fr. K. V. (Noniinalt^d OfHcial.) 

Mr. (i. I*. ( N<uainat*M| (Mficiat.) 

Hopkyiis, ^Ir. W. S,, O.H.K. (Nominatod Offirial.^ 

Hoque, Maulvi Sayediil. [Noakhali (Muhnmniatlan).] 

Hossain, Maulvi Wiflied. ^ [ H:ina< k|Hiro Muiiic'i|ml ( Muhamiimdaii).] 
Hossaiii, Nawuli Muslmnuf, Kliaii Haliailui . ( Maldii mm Jal]miKun 

( Muhaininadan). ] 

Hu(|, Maulvi Mkiaiuul. | Mursliidalmd ( Muliauiiuadan). ] 

Huq, Mr. Mahlmlml. | IM-Par^raiias Muiiiripal ( Muhannuadaft)).] 

. *» 

Jaffles, Mr. F. F., ((.li.l!. | and Hurdwaii ( Kuropeau).] 

Jennaway, Mr. .1. II. (Indian Jifinin^ A.HSuciutinn.) 

Jtmrdar, Maulvi Ailal>*li<>H.sain.« | .^adia ( MuhaniniadHn). ] 

K 

Kliaitan, Halai l)el»i I’rosad. (Niuninated Non>(dli('tiil.) 

Khan, Halm Didauidfa Fal. [Midnapote North ( Non-Muhaiuinadan).] 
Khan, Maulvi Alxim IlaHihid. (Noakhali ( Muhatninadaii).] 

Khan, Maulvi Ainanat. | ( 'liiHaK^on^ ( Muhaiiiiiiadan). J 
Khan, Maulvi Muhi Fddin. (Han^^pur Kant (Mulmininudau).] 

L 

fal Mahammad, Hn^i. [Rajahaht South (Muhammadan).] 

Law. Raja R4*.Mhe« t’a.se, (M.F. ( Heiif^ul National Obauibar of 

Oouiniercp.) 

Liudnay, Mr. J. H., I.f'.S. (Nomiiiutpd Official.) 

M 

Muhammad, Maulvi Ba»ar. [Ran^rpur We«t (Muhammadan).] 

Mait|r, Balfli Mahendra Nath. [Midnapore l^uth (Non-Muham* 
ma^nn).] 

Ma»ih, Mr. Syed M. [Faridpur North (Muhammadan).] 

McAlpin, Mr. M. C.I.E. (Nomin^ed Official.) 

MeKansie, Mr. D. P. (Baii^l (''ha^iber of Commerce.) 

Mitra, Babu Jogendra Nath. [Jeasore South ( Non-Muhammadan). | 
Mitra, Babu ^tyendra Chandra. [Noakhali ( Non-Muhammadan )!) ^ 
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Sir Provash Chunder, Kt., C.I.E. (f^residency Landholders.) 
Moberly, Mr. A. N., C.I.E. (Nominated Official.) ^ 

Moreno, Dr. H. W. B. (Anjflo-Indian.) 

Morgan, Mr. G. (Bengal Chamber of f'iommerce.) 

Mukerjea, Babu Taraknath. fflboghly Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Mukerji, Mr. S. C. (Nominated Non-official.) 

N 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar Sris Chandra. [Murnhidabad (Non-Muham- 
madun).] 

Naflker, Halm Hem Chandra. [24-Pargnc.as ftural Central (Non- 
Muhammadan)*] 

Nazimmldin, Kluije, (M.K. [Hakurganj South (Muhammadfiu).] 
Neogi, Babu Manmohou. [Mynienningh West (Non-Muhammadan).] 

P 

Pahlowan, Maulvi Md. Abdul Jubbar. [M^ymensingh West (Muham- . 
madan).] 

Patterson, Mr. 1). (\ (Nominuted Official.) 

IMiilip, Mr. J. Y. (Bengal (Miumbpr of Commerce.) 


Q 

Quuder, Maulvi Abdul. [Jessore South (Muhammadan).] 

R 

Rahim, Sir Alxl-ur, K.C.S.I. [Hof*ghly ntni Howrah Municipal 
(Muhammadan). | 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. (Dacca University.) 

Raikat, Mr. Prasanna Deb. [Jalpaiguri (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Abanish Chandra. [Birbhum (Non-M&hammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Anilbaran. (Bankura West (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Nagendra Narayan. [Rangpur (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ray, Babu Surendra Noth, [24-Pargana8 Municipal South (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Dr, Kumud Sankar< [Faridpur North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
''Hay, the Hon’hle Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. (Rajshahi l^and- 
holders.) ^ 

Ray, the Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur Kshaunish Chandra of Nadia. 

(Henil>er, Kxe<nitive Council.) 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Bay Ohandhuri, Baja Manmatlh^ Nath, of Santoah. (Dacca Land- 
holders ) 


U«M«ttv« OohmS. 
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Babu Kaninatha^ath. [Howrah Rural (Non-Muhamniadatt)*] 
Babu Satcowripati. [Calcutta North-Weat (Non-Muhamiuadan).] 
Uoj, Dr. Bidhau Chandra. [24-Parganas Municipal North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. I). N. [Jassore North fNon-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Saiikar. [Dacca Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. S. N., I.C.S. (Nominated Official.) 
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^y» Maniloll Sinjyh, C.I.E., of Chakdi^hi. [Burdwan (Non- 

Muhammadan).] 

Roy Chaudhuri, B^lm Sailaja Nath. [Khulna (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy Choudhuri, Rai Mahathir Satyendra Nath. [ Bakai'ifanj South 
(Non-Muhammndan).] 
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Salam, Khan Bahadur Maiilvi A)h1u». [Jeawire North (Muham- 
madan),] 

Sarkar, Balm Tfenianta^uniar. [Nadia (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Sarkar, Maulvi Allah BukHh. [Dacca C-ity (Muhummadan).] 

Barker, Babu Naliniranjan. [iMymenMirii^h Eaat (Non-Muhamniadan).] 
SaBinnl, Mr. B. N. * ( Mi(lna|a>rc^Smith (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Sen, Mr. N. C. [Bakaixanj North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Sen Gupta, Mr. J. M. [Chittaffonj;: (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Simpsuii, Mr. .1. W. A. (Iii(li:in .lute Milln AMMtK'Jation.) 

Sinpha, Mr. Arun Chandra. (Cliittujfong: Landholders.) 

SkiiiiHM, Ml. S. A. (Helical Cliambcr of Commen'c.) 

Stapleton, .Mr. II. E. (NomitmtctI official.) 

•Suhrawardy, Dr. A. | lM-l*ai>raiia.M Rural (Muliammndaii).] 
Suhrawardy, Mr. HuHcyn Shaheed. [(Calcutta South (Muhammadan).] 

T 

Tarafdar, Maulvi Rajib Uddin. [Boffra Muhammadan).] 

Travers, Mr. W. I^., (M.K., O.B.E. [Rajshahi (European).] 


V 

Villiers, Mr. E<lward, [Pre.sidency and Burdwan (European).] 

<1 

W 

Wilspn, Mr. R. B., C.I.E. (Benfpil Chamber of Commerce.) 

Y 

Yasin, Maulvi Muhammad, [i^i^wan Division North (Muham* 

mndan).} 


OviNiir r tnMtwt at Mm JUfMOIvt Ctteaei. 




tHE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCII 
PROCEEDINGS. 

(Official Report of the Twenty-Second Session .) 

VOLUME XXil. 


Thk Counril in«l in iUv r«nim*il in the Town Hall, 

Calruttn. on Tuesday, th?(»(h July, at d r.M. 


Present: 

The Hon’ble the Presnlent (Kuiniif Siiih Shkkiiarkswar Hav) in 
the ('hair, the f^uir Hon’ hie Meinheis of the hi.xeeutive Couneil and 
(U iioniinaled ainl elerled inemlierw. 


OOtil. 

The followinjr menil»ers made an oath of their nlh'jfianee to the 
Crown : — 

Mr. A. N. Moio.hi.y, ( i k 
Mr. M. C. M( Ai.riN, < .i.k. 

Mr. (1. r. Ho(.(i. 

Mr. R, C. Hodgson. 

Mr. H. E. Si.APLKio.N. 


Obituary Rsfsrencsi. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (fKMi.KMKN I*!* TiiK Coi Nf'ii,, We liHAT to lerord 
with preat re«iet (he death o| thiee of Heiiffars souk. I refer to the 
death of the late Sir K. G. Gupta in March laet, of the late Baja 
PronKKla Nath ILiy of DiKhapatia whieb tm»k place in June and of 
ouj old f«end and one-time colleague, Babu Nitya Dbone Mukherji, 
who (fled in May. 

The late Sir K. G. Gupta waa a great Bengali and a personage of 
whom every Bengali should l»e spec ially proud. A man of great part* 
and conspicuoua ability, he roee Iffm the bottom of the ladder in the 
great eerviw to which he belonged, to the very higheat po*t» yhich 



PANEL OP CHAIBMBN. 


[dxH July. 


• 2 


ftt that time ware available to Indiana. In eAry poet he held he waa 

a brilliant auccetwj. In many ways he may be considered to be a 
pioneer for in his case he showed to the world that a Bengali could 
hold his own with the best brains in the service in all the departments 
of Government. The Bengali people owe a great debt of gratitude to 
his meraoiy. 

The Ilaja of Dighapatia was a man of large-hearted sympathy and 
charity, who exem])lified in himself that noble Bengali virtue—, courtly. 
He was always the kindly, courteous Bengali nobleman, Igved and 
respei-itHl by all who knew him. The wtntby sou of a worthy father, 
he represented this great pi-ovince in the Council^ of State where he 
worked unostentatiously but nevertheless whole-heartedly and con- 
scienliously for his country’s good. He l)elonged to one of the pre- 
mier zainindar families of Bengal. Bengal is the poorer by his un- 
timely death. 

Babu Ni{ya Dhone Mukherji was veritably a people’s man, a fighter 
and an indidatigahle worker on their Whalf. Blessed w’ith a whole- 
some sense of humour, though he had many opponents, he had no 
enemies. Well do 1 remember in the last Council, how many an awk- 
ward moment in a debate was turned by the good humour of the late 
member from Howrah. 


I would ask the memWrs of the (kmmil to record their sense of 
deep sympathy with the relatives of these three sons of Bengal by 
rising in their pluct*s. 


(All the memls'rs then rose in their seats.) 


Mft PRESIDENTS Thank you, gentlemen. The Secretary will 
kindly take the usual steps. 


Panel of Chairmen. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In accordance with the provisioTis of Kule 3 of 
the Bengal Ia*gislative Council Buies, 1 nominate the follow- 

ing memlHMs of the Council to form a panel of four Chairmen for the 
ensuing session, vis. 

Bahu .Iatinukv Nath 

Mr. W. L. TRAVKR.S. 

Maulvi Ekramci. Hiq. 

Baja M^nmatha Nath Bat Chacdhtri of Santosb. 

Unless otherwise arranged, thtv senior member among them present 
in the almve order named will preside over the deliberations of this 
Council in my alhsence and in the absence of the Deputy President. 
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1^] Ncfc-OFFICIAL MEMBERS’ BILIJ8. 

flMltOII to tiM coit of tiM iRtf M IntUtut* cf Mmn 
•t Bangrion. 

WTa PRESIDENT: Gentlemen — The Government of Imlia have 
iasued a notification embodying the raviHed scheme for the administra- 
tion and management of the pro})erties and funds of the Indian 
Institute of Science, Bangalore, which in being circulattHl to you. 

Gentlemen, the Director of the Institute has asked us to muuinaie. 
a gentleman on the (\)urt of Munagement. It would apia'ur that our 
nominee ne?d not necessarily be a nienilHn* of the Council. 

I am to re(jue8t y^n, (tcntleincn, to w'ud in your nonii nut ions 
addreswnl to the Secretarv^luly seconded by Kome other imuuber, and 
in so doing eiudi jiroiM)Mer should piTviously ascfutain whether his 
nominee is willing to serve on the (Niurt. Such nominations should 
reach (he Secretary to (he Council by tl a.m. on the 10th instant aud the 
election^ if any, will lx* held at 2-40 r.M. on the 12th instant. * 

NorH»ffioial Busiiiesa. 

NoD-offlcial Lambert’ Btllt. 

Th« Bengal » PhuVa *' Bill, 1825. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO; I move under the proviso to Standing 
Order ti (2), that the Bengal I*huha Hill, 102o, In* continiKHl. 

This is entirely a technical matter. As the Bill lapscul owing hi 
(he intervening M'ssion of the (ouiicil it has to l>e n*viv<Ml at this session. 

I do not ilesiiT here to say an> thing; 1 reserve iny renurks for the time 
when I shall move tor (he Bill to be placed Wfore a cofiimittee. I 
trust (he ( oum il will then give me an op|M»rtuni(y of s|K’uking mote 
fully on (he merits of the Bill. I formally move now that the Bill 
be continued. 

The motion was pift and agreed to. 

Dr. N. W. B. MORENO: I move that the Bengal Plutka Bill, 
192A, lie referred to a Select Committee consisting of the Hoirble 
Mr. L. Birley, M r. E. Villiers, Babu Siireiidra Nath Huy, Mr. Byomkes 
Chakravarti, Rai Badridas (toenka Bahadur,^ Mr. Tarit Bhusaii Roy, 
Babu Jatindra Nath Basu, Mr. S. C. Mukerji, Mr. A. C, Banerjee, 
Babu Debi d^rosad Kliaitan, Mr. K. C. Rny Chaudhuri, Mr. N. C. 
Sen, Batm Amulya Dbone Addy, Mr. P. N. Guha, Babu Cham 
Chaiidnt Das, Rai Abinash Chandra Banerjee Bahadur, Mr. D. d. 
Cohen, and the mover, with insirnctions to submit their report for 
consideration at the August session gl^the Bengal Legislative (k>unc}l 
and that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary 
to oonstitnte a qnmrim shall be five. * 
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NON-OFFICIAL MEMBEBS’ BILli. [6th Jvij. 

Mr. FRCtlOINT: Hare you ttecured conseut of the loeiiibeni 
whom you have named in your motion ? 

Dr. H. W. B, MORENO: 1 have Sir. With regard to this Bill, 
I would like to wiy that in the ^mwisions of this Bill will be found 
a definition of phuka. I do not here intend to disffiJst the feelings 
of this Council with regard to the details of the pratdice -the abomi- 
nable prcH^ess pi act iso:! on the cows of Bengal to extract more milk 
from their udders. I shall therefore confine myself to the • other 
provisions us found in the Bill. In the Bill will be foujfd .i^equate 
[irovision for the detec tion of phuhi us piactlsed on unimuls and the 
deterrent [niriishmcnts for such jnact i.... IJ. in * well know’ll fai^that 
the animals on whom this alMiminable pnaess is practised either 
remain permanently, or for some time, sterile. AVe know that this 
practice is going on more fierpienlly than ladoie and the result is 
that you |;ave these things done only IsM ause the (ffnraUax are immune, 
who hecuusc* they have to supply you milk wjueeze out a little more 
than is normally given out of these ]>oor animals hy means of this 
alxmiinahle process. Kvery one will agree with '.ne that if this is, 
done, most of the animals, perhajis, in tlic first period of lactation 
or in the smmd period, are rendered tiiHeless foi^ tlx* rest of their lives. 
Something di'finite iniist then he rlonW to stoji this practice, in order 
that our cattle may Ih' preserved. If the mcuibeiH of this Council 
w’ill f(dlow me carefully, they will see that along with this Bill there 
are two other Hills Udore this session of the Council, that concern 
the welfare of the cattle in Bengal. Aft<i this Bill follows the 
Bengal I’asture Bill, next the Bengal ('attle Bill. These three Bills 
help tow’ards the proteidion ami preservation of the cuttle of Bengal. 
These three Bills form u kind of .synthesis and ate meant for the 
iinp?*ovement and further development ot the lattle of Bengal. I 
remernlKM' reading a sjietnli not long ago hy the Nawah Saiyid Nawah 
Ali ('haitdhuri, at a local (luifercnce, where he statinl that the cattle 
ill this juovince w’ere deteriorating to an alarming extent and that 
some effective measures were !iei‘es.sarv to bring them up to the 
iwjuired strength and status. These three Bills lead to that desirable 
end. I shall deal with the other Hills later on as they come up. 

I only wish to say here that if we wish to se<‘ the cattle of the land 
more useful to the people, something must 1 h' done with regard to this 
evil piaetice of phuka w^iich is growing more and more from day 
to day, without effe<'tive measures to prevent it. ^ 

1 take it that the (iovernment may say that they are very^diortly 
• g<dng to pill into force the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 
of and, therefore, there is little or no necessity for a Bill of 
this kind. If that he the [wsitibjj, of the Goverimient, I say in raply 
that when that Act will he put into force this Bill may be repealed.. 
Butf until that Act put into fori'c aomeihitig should he done, in the 
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nteftawliile to prevent the »prt^ of the practice of ph»km. The Bill 
has been bt'fore the Comiril aiul it ha« lieeii fully flim'uaeed. I, 
ihefefSre, ap])eal U* tlu» House to see it ihitiu^h: 1 alar> appeal to 
Government beiiebes to allow this Hill to be put iittti effwt until Buoh 
time as they are pieiuirt*<l U> put •foi ward a more tHnuprehetisive 
measure. 

The following! motion was r-alletl but not moveil : 

“%HAH 8YE0 EMOAOUL HAQ to move that after tbe 
namo/t^ I). J. Cohen/ the following names l>e inserted, 

hatii^i^ 

* fimiji Mr. A. K. Abf^AUined Khan (thn'/.navi, 

Maulvi Md. Nurul llm| (’hiiudliui i, 

Kimn Hahadui Maulvi AIhIu.h Saluin, 

Shah S\(*'l Mfiuia<ltil Man.’ ’* 

• 

Tlw Hon*ble Mr, L, BIRLEY* I wish to explain first (hat Gov- 
€»rninent entirely agree wiU> Dr. Moreiio’.s objeet wlii**h Is to take more 
effaetive powers fTir the suppressicui of the piiotiee of phukn. The 
only difference l)etween us and the mover is as to the manner in which 
this result should he* hrmight^Tihout. In the Statement of (tbjeets 
and Ueasons attached to Dr. Morerffi’s Hill, it is stuliMl that (he object 
is to make provision foi- (he suppression of p/nda in view of (he pro- 
vision ma<h' in the (’rnel(> to Animals’ Act of lfr/0 luit having Wen 
put into foiee. Sir, during the last few months the iMisition has 
materially < haiig(*tl. The Act 1920 was not brought into fon’e for 
want of three essential retjuisites. These are — (It Weigh-hridges ; 
(2) Iiifimiaries ; and (‘D Veterinurv Tnsj>e<torH, and also liecause the 
Calcutta Corporation was not prepared to work the Act. The present 
p<»sition is that the Smiety for the lVeventi<»n of Cruelty to Animals 
has h(*en reorganised and has provided the three n'lpiisites -Weigh- 
bridges, Infirmaries and Veterinary Insjiectors — atid (hat Society is 
prefMircd to work the Act of 1920 wdth <*ffect from Octolier, 1920. 
Tiegislation is neiessarv to get over certain difficulthw wdiiidi have 
licen [MUnted out in connection with the disposal of excess loads. It 
is the intention of (lovernment to introduce a Hill in the August 
session and as it is not expec ted that the Hill will he of a eonlrf»versiuI 
character, it is exfiec ted that it will he jiassc^ into law^ at that session. 
If that is the wise the result will lie same as what Dr. Moreno asks 
for.^that ibto say, that in August there will be a law-making provi- 
.ston for what he wants. 

There are certain points in Dr. Moreno’s Bill w'ith wliich Govern- 
inent does not agree. One of them is the proposal contained in clause 
4 that the Corporation of Calcutta nay appoint officers for the pre* 
ventinn of the practice of phnka. That ' provision would have jbeep 
quite refiaonable if as the mover probably expect#^ Hie Cn«TOfatfim 
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were prepared to work the Act. There ale, however, certain other 
pn»vi«ioni in Dr. Moreno’s Bill which we think rather an improvement 
on the provisions about phnka contained in the Cruelty to Animals 
Act of 1920 and we should be prepared to jifive them very carefnl 
consideration, in preparinji' our iSll. And if we do not introduce any 
provisions which Dr. Moreno desires it will be open to him to move 
amendments. Dr. Moreno sugjfests that if we pass his Bill now it 
may be repealed when the Cruelty to Animals Act is put into force. 
Tf it turns out as we desire then his Bill and ours will, be passed 
simultaneously in Aiip-iist and bis Bill will have to Ire repealed as 
soon as passed. We want to provide better facilities and we 4hink 
it is undesirable to have two Acts side nv side dealing with one 
particular aspeet of cruelty to nuimals and wo prefer to brinigr about 
the result which T think we all desire, hv introducinj? our Bill in 
Aiiirust next and thereby making provision for this. This heinjr the 
view of (lovernineut they are opposed to the reference of this Bill to 
the Select Commit tee, and I hope that in view of the position beinp 
as T have stated Dr. Monmo will not think it necessary to press his 
motion. 

(Balm Amulya Dhone Addy having risen in his seat) 

e ‘ 

Mft PRESIDENT* T am nfniid, Mr. Addv, vou are a little too 
1 rI 4» as the n<»n’hle Member in ehar^je has already replied. But as a 
special case I am prepared to allow y<m. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: The propc»sal of Dr. Moreno is 
a very modest one. He has not pro|>osed that the Bill he passed, hut 
he has simply pro|>osed that it be referred to a Select Committee for 
consideration and report to the Council at the next session. I am 
renllv sorrv to find that Dovernment wants to shelve the matter. In 
the year 1924. wd>en «mr esteemed friend, the Deputy President, Dr. 
Suhniwurdv, sS\ihniitted a Bill for the prevention of cnieltv to animals, 
w’P w'ere assured bv the Government that the matter would receive 
<'onsideratiori as earlv as p<mMible and that the Act I of 1920 would 
be enforced without further delay. On that nssuranee, Sir. I dis- 
tinctly remember, 1 opposed the Bill of Dr. Suhrawardv. Now, I* 
find. Sir, that even the Bill wdiieh has been introduced bv Dr. Moreno 
is jroiuff to l»e opposed Vm the same ground. iSir, we all know the 
scarcitv of milk in Calcutta ; we all know the heavy rate of infant 
mortalitv which is to some extent due to the scarcitv of milk;w*^ all 
know that the number of rattle alaujrbtered in Calcutta has been iroinjr 
nr bv leaps and lumnds from vear to vear. And what is the reason? 
The main reason is the practice of phulta which is very rampant in 
Ohlfutta. Dr. Moreno states thSt that should be p^it a stop to with- 
out further delay. Sir, we are reallv surprised to find that thouirh 
^thl Bengal Act I of 1920 has been passed, it has not been enforced by 



19241^ NON-OFFlClAIi MEMBKR8’ BILI-S. T 

CkiTiriiiiieiit as yet. 'It may be aaid that it is dae to laches on Um 
part the Corporation of Calcutta, I admit it is so. But what haa 
the Oovemment don© as yetP Practically nothinf?. Sir, it is pro- 
posed by Government that the work of supervision be entrusted to the 
Society for the Prevention of (^ruelty to Animals. Sir, it has already 
been don© and I submit that practically no progress has been made in 
reference to that. I admit that so far as the punishment is concerned 
it is 4he same in ’this Bill as in the Bengal Act of 1920. But as 
regards supervinion under the Bill of Dr. Moreno it is goinn to lie 
entrusted to the Cor|ioratioii of Calcutta, Now the opinions of public 
bodies having been asked for on this questnm even the (WjHirntion of 
Calcutta — and even the ^o<‘iety for the Prevention of Ouelty to 
Animal^ — have siipjiorted the Bill. Sir, with these few words, I lieg 
to support the motion of Dr. Moreno for referring the Hill to a Select 
CoininithH*, and we shall he very glad to have (he suggestions of 
Government in this matter at the meetings of that eommittee. 

The motion that the I^engal Phuka Bill, 1025. Im‘ referred to a 
.Selgct Committee #as then put and lost. 

The* Bengal ^ae^ure Bill, 1925. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: I move that under the pioviso to Stand- 
ing Order the Bengal Pasture Hill, 1925, 1 m‘ ••ontiiiued. It is 

merely a foririal nmtiou. I intend later on to refer the Hill when 
I shall ask foi the Hill to he referred to a Sidec’t C(»mmittee. I reserve 
my remarks for (he present. I hereby forniully move that the Bill 
be eontinnetl. 

The im»tion was put ami agrcfnl to. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: 1 now move that the said Hill l>e referred 
to a Seleit (’ommittee eoiisisting of the l!«m’hle Nawah Hahmlur 
Saiyid Nawah Ali Clyindhnri, Khan Bahadur, Hai Hadridas (hnuika 
Bahadur, Mr. Tarit BhuHiin Hoy, Mr. Byonikes Chakravarii, Mr. A. C. 
Banerjee, Mr. S. C. Mnkerji, Hahn .Tatindrti Nath Husn, Mr. N. C. 
Sen, Bahn Debi Prosad Khuitan. Mr. K. C. Hay (!haiidhuri, Bahu 
Ainiilya Dhone Addy, Mr. P. N. Guhii, Bahu Charu Chaiidia Das, 
Hai Ahinash Chandra Baiierjec’ Bahailitr, Mr.^D. J. Cohen, Mr. S. N. 
Roy, and the mover with instructions to submit (he re^Mirt for con- 
•idei^tion Ht the August session of the Bengal liegislative Council 
and that the niimlier of members whose [iresence shall be necessary 
to cons^tutc a quorum shall be five. 

Sir, I am afraid that there is a gpod deal of misapprebmisiofi 
coaceming the Bengal Pasture Bill, 4926, and I should like to set 
at rmt some of the false notions that have arisen in the minds of 
Mime of the members of ibis Council. There is an apprehension bdib 
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on behalf of the landlonl clasa ami the tefiant class that tbe Bill, 
when parsed aK an Act, will ffo to take away whatever little plots of 
land there may l>e available for ctultivation, that such plots will be 
converted into i)aHture nrounds, wdth the result that both the» land- 
lords and the tenantK will suffer. I think nothing can be further from 
truth; anylssly who has taken the trouble of reailing the provisions 
of this Bill will find that the Bill provides lor nothing more than 
this. It gives |M)wcr to (fovernnieni or (o the authorities coiiforned 
to keep secure pasture lands wdiich were originally set asid/^ as pasture 
lands, to maintain IIhmii as such without their l>eing infringed upon 
by others and to ac(|uirc pasture lamls wheie inch [msture lands are 
deemed nec^issary for the upkeep and maintenance of the cattle of 
that atea. It is, therefore, only an enabling Bill; it is md n Bill 
that will iinnicdiutcly set the machinery in motion for the foi*r*ed 
ac()uiiing past me lands ovei the length and brcjmlth of Bengal. It 
is rneiidy a Bill that will give power to the authorities concerned, 
W'h(*n they need, !(► cxcicise rueh p(w<*i for the acquisition of pasture 
lands for the inaintename of cattb*. So fluil tlov:c need l>e no fear 
tiiat the Bill, when jtassed, will depiive the people* of the rights Khey 
may now isessess, There is not tluj, least elouht tliat om cuttle are 
sleaelily det<’? iorat ing Inue in this « piovince. The Hon'ble Nawab 
Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali ('handlimi in the (*»)nleience held re<‘ently 
deplored witli others this ciicurnslam'e that the cattle were stemlily 
deterieeruting and admitted] that some ae ton was nccessaiy to j>rwent 
what was cor>sideie<l to l»e a veiy depherahle eoiidition of things. 
Now, this Bill will help to relieve to somi* extent the condition of 
thes<» jHMU animals for it will help t<» kt‘(q>*the pasturages, it will help 
to keep lands invirrlate for the growing of fodrlcr < rops or for pastures 
for these animals. 

In (rther countries the milk supply of a cow averages ulrout 10 seers 
(►r more, say, irr Ihuimark or in Holland; here in Bengal aecording 
to the latest statistics it is barely half a scer, .«o that the r'attle cannot 
Ik* said to sup])ly the lerpiisite quantity of mill^. AVhat is it <lue to? 
It is due simply to the fact that there is not sufficient sustenanee for 
thwe animals which are left starved to eat what little they can by 
railw’ay embankments ami ollrer small strips of lands. Here in Bengal, 
whore people an* so mueh de|»em]ent on milk and milk pi*oduct«, anything 
which causes a steady rfcelirie in the supply of milk should be c^nly 
condemiifHl. N«»t brrig ago I remember reading of a p<'rson who came to 
Bengal and w’as travelling tbmugh the jrnndnre; on merely lo49king 
at the cattle hy the railway embankments, he said that Bengal must 
W a very |HK»r prtrvinee Irecause the cattle were in such a deplorable 
condition. The cattle affe«*t the prosperity of the people and the 
poverty of the ])ei>ple in its tllrn affects the cattle. I hold, there- 
fore. 8ir, that if nothing is done for the improvement of the cattle, 
^^the people will in their turn suffet? |t ie a false policy, it is entirely 
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a ib^iiHughted ]ic4iey, to that when tlier^ h barely groand enoiigb 
for til# growiDfr of cmps for the jwople what ia the good of preserving 
groiitidi for crops for the cattle 1 say that in a decidedly short* 
sighted policy, for etvery one knoa's that in Bengal, as in most of the 
other provinces of Imlia, the pros|>*»ri^v of the jH»ople is hofiiid up with 
the improvement of their <‘attle. Not only <lm»s the milk-supply enter so 
largely into the daily ('<m‘<uinption of the |MMiple, including infants, 
in the }>roviiu*<*, hut the cattle help to narry the loads of the province 
and they do the ploughing in the village aicus, so that every attempt 
should Im' smade to prolwt these useful and vulnuhle animals from 
steaily dcteiiorutioii, 1 say, therefun . that 1 cun S4*e nothing for the 
nieml»erH of this (’ouiivil t^ lead them to disagtee with the pmvisiona 
cd a Bill of this natiiic. 1 kmm there have Ik^u rumours spreml 
aUmt ti»is Bill, that it is a Bill which will deprive many |»eople of 
their immediate rights ami privileges. I hold that to l)e uu entirely 
einmeous notion ami, as 1 said hefoie, an\lsul\ wh<» tukt^s t|^e tnmhle 
of moling th«‘ piovisions of tins Bill should rest satistieil on that 
|s»inl. 1, theiefine, Sir, move that this Bill 1 h» leferrwl to a ScUnd 
(\)mmitte<>: and [•trust tlial tlie memlMMs ot this ('ouneil will [lut 
asiTe all Idas and all piejinliee and 1m* guided scdely hy the interests 
ot the people of this pioviim aiid will allow tins Bill to Im* passed. 
It there aie deteet> in the Bi^l %ml in wdiieh Bill are there not 
deleetsy it is the iomnnltoe which will wt light and remove these 
detects. Why romlemn a Hill eiitiiel} lieioie it is senitinitSMl ? If 
theie Ih* any detMts, lea\e it to tin* committee, let them (Hit things 
arighl. I sas tliat it von rejis t this Bill now you will Im* open to the 
accusation tliat you aie ailing with prejudice. I, therefoiv, trust that 
the memlM'is ot this fonncil will accept this Bill with an unbiassed 
mind and will allow ii to go to the committee stage, so that it may 
conic out moil* pelted and Im* mole acceptahle to the meinlierH of this 
llouw*. With them* remat ks, Sii, I move that the Bill Im* r<»ferml 
to a SeliH-t ( ‘omniitUH*. 

Babll AMULYA OHONE ADDY: Sir, I strongly supported Dr. 
Moienf> when he moved for the introduetion of this Hill in this 
Council, because I am strongly of opinion that lieennse of the inade- 
quacy of pasture grounds in Bengal the outturn of fiMKl-erops is much 
leas than they ought to l>e with the result that the prices of food- 
grains have Imhoiiic vety high and llie iiite of mortality, 
especially of infant mortality, is going up hy Jefips and bounds 
in 4)eDgalT Sir, it is proposed refer this Bill to a 8ele<^t 

Committee; this is the proper time to discuss the princi{des 

of fhe Bill. Now'. I have gone through the Bill very cane- 

fhlly and 1 find that it can be divided into two parts; First of all 

the^ is the question of the acquisitjld of lands for pasture gremnds. 
With regard to that, Sir, I have 'the slightest objection; on the 
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cofttraiy I support the principle. Then, secqpdly, we haTe the question 
of the recovery of lands which were once used as pasture grounds. 
With regard to that, Sir, I am strongly opposed to it. If it is ipferfed 
to a Select Committee and if I am allowed to move for the omission 
of those (dauses which refer to tjat matter, then I will not raise my 
voicje at this stage and if, for argument’s sake, I am not allowed on a 
question of principle to move for the omission of those clauses, then 
I shall ask your permission to make a few observations on that point. 
I may repeat that I am strongly opposed to the recovery of’ lands 
which were oiuic used as pasture grounds, say, a century ago and 
which have been brought under cultivation by poor raiyats, without 
payment of any compensation. I am opposed tf) the setting aside of 
the claims of the jMxjr raiyats by the Collector, and I am Opposed to 
the procedure under which the aggrieved party has no right of appeal 
against the decision of the Collector. If T am allowed, Sir, to raise 
these questions of principle at the meetings of the Select Committee 
then I will support it, <)therwise I shall he under the painful neces- 
sity of moving the amendment that in line 2 of the motion after the 
w’ord “ Hill” the folh>wiiig w’ords be inserted, — “except the 

clauses on the recovery of pasture lands.” Sir, T want your ruling on 
this point and after that 1 shall taice your permission to speak, if 
necessary. t “ 

Mfi PRESIDENT* What is your point of order? 

Babtt AMULYA DHONE ADDY: May I be allowed to move that 
after the weird “ Hill ” in line 2 of the motion the following words be 
inserted, rt :. — “ exeept the elauses on the rwuivery of pasture lands.” 
I have already given iiotiee of this amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think you have got a letter by this time. 

BaiNt AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I have not received any. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Under section 52, clause (2), no amendments 
to the Bill may be moved at this stage. This is the rule and as what 
you suggest is an amendment to the Bill it cannot he ullowml. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Sir. if it is referretl to a Select 
Committee, may I l)e nll^iw^ed to raise this question in the committee? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If you are in the committee, perhara you may. 

«> 

BalNl AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Thank you Sir. 

Tlia Hoii*bla Nawab Babachb: BAI YID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Kban Babatfur: Sir, (lovernmeiA* have every sympathy with the mem- 
bai in charge of the Bill in his anxiety to provide for grating reserves in 



NOlt-OFFICIAL MEMBEBS’ BILLS. 


11 


B#ii|p4* an admitted fact that there ha^i been a gradual reatrio- 

tion in the graaing latdlitieK in iiengal, hut the remedy which it is 
aougli^to effect in the Bill, ia of ancli a draatic nature that it hehovea 
the Council to carefully j>onder over ita proviaiona. 

The queation of re.^ervation of paalure land and of legialation for the 
purpose haft been ver>^ freijueiitly distuaatHl in the paat both outside 
and inside the Council. 1 do not pro{H>ae to go over the matter again 
at some length. Although undonbtiMlly it may l»e a givat advantage 
to have gmising grounds for cattle, we have the opinion of no leas an 
authority than Votdi'ker that there are no grounds for regarding their 
provision as an absolute neiessity, us it does not ap{ieur that ** where 
grazing is the most pTenti4iil the U'^t rattle are always to lie found.” 
The economic asjx'ct of the ipiestioii is also one which is always apt 
to l»e a V eric Miked. In his (\ittle Census Heiairt Mr. Blackwood |ier* 
tinently remarked: ” It is desirable to draw attention to the danger of 
legislation which aimed at at tempting to frustrate an •economic* 
tendeney.” In his spcaM-h in tl»e Counc'il in February, 1919, Sir John 
('ummiiig pointed out thuk the prcddem was an CH-oiiomic one. Waste 
• luiul was lieiiig liTouglil uinler eultixation hcM-au.sc* it jiaid litMter to 
grow crops in it than to rcserxe it for grazing ]iuhmis<*s. He further 
remarked: ” (lovernmeut has at*|irc*sc»iil no c'ontrol over the extension 
of cult ival ion in ordinal > piivare e.'ltutes and legislation on the subject 
would effect many vested iiiteM»sts, and would he attended by very 
grave* difficulties." In my s|K‘ech in the Council in July, I9‘2»'f, in 
connection with this familial <nieslion of pasture land I also had 
occasion to explain the* various as|M*ctM of the* problem and liiially 
drew utteiitioii to the* fact that the* " history of the vaiiislicHl |>UHture» 
of onr country is a history of iiiexitalde CM*oiiomic development in 
inevitable rireumstancc's." 

Turning now to the principles of the Bill I venture to |Kiiut out 
that the ucM|uisition of pasturage in tiu* tiiannei indicated in ('hupter 
11 and the forcible expropriation of land appureiilly without any emu- 
pensation pmvided fo^ in Chapter HI are mattcus which serioiiHly affect 
the interests of landlords mid temtiits. Chapter III c:«mpletely ignores 
the funclainental doctrine of individual ownership or sulisicliury rights 
whether acquired by grant or by simple jiosMc*ssion ; and piweecliiiga 
under that (Miapfer would interfere with the rights conferred by the 
(lermanent and other Hettlemeiits. There w^uld also be coiiffHcation 
of existing rigbis. 

l^urtberT the power of taxation, which it is projiofied to give to the 
local bodies, would be very uniiopular and judging from |>ast experience 
in the matter of taxation by Union Boards it is undesirable ti> introduce 
legislation for fresh taxation by Village Union Boards, The Village 
Unions as self-governing bodies are alfeady unpopular enough and it is 
extremely undesirable to take any measure which is calculated to make 
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them mare unpopular. Tlie coat of acquiring pasture grounds will be 
prohibitive and the proposed utilissation of lapsed landlords’ fees for 
the puriHJso which Sir John Cumming characterised as an entirely 
immature suggestion <if doubtful legality will, if given effect to, only 
touch the fringe. The proposal ^or the opening of forest areas for 
free and unrestricted grazing of cattle is opposed to the general 
principl(‘s of forest preservation and such a measure would only benefit 
a very small proiKirtion of the impulation. This would supply only a 
very partial and a veiy local remedy. In this connection I would' refer 
the (Vnincil to the opinion offered by the British Indian Association 
on the Bill in which they have dniwu attention to its objectionable 
portions. ^ •* 

On general economic gronnds, 1 am doubtful of the utility of the 
Bill. Never! helesH, 1 realise that the subject is one of pcessing 
inqiortntice and univeisul interest. It is not unlikely that some of the 
more object ionuble features of (he Bill could be removed, or remedied in 
committee and, in any event, a more complete study of the subject 
than is possible in the Council is desirable. ^ I iheietoie do md op}M>se 
the motion. *’ 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: I sbonl^l like to say a word or fw’o by 
way of rejdy to what Mr. Addy ,hasfsaid c(nirci this Bill. lie 
ojqioses Chapter Til of the Bill on the j»ronnd that lands will be taken 
away from tlie villagers and no conijieuMilion ottered to them. May 
I remind Mr. Addy that tliis is only for tin* reco\erv of pasture lands, 
lands which were formerly used for pasturage and were encroaihed 
upon by them. Under the Act if it were jn^sed, (he lands will be 
taken away from (hose who have infringed those righlN and they wdll 
he kejit as pasture lands which they originally weie, in which case 
no compensation is neeessar\ to those who now’ hold tliem. 

Mr. Addy says that he has several other suggestions reg-arding thi.® 
Bill to put before the Selei t Committee. I may tell him that he is a 
member td’ the committee; when the Bill is In the eommitlee stage 
he is at j*erfeet lihetly to put forward any anifvidments that he may 
care to put forward concerning the Bill. 

I am heartened by the speech of the Ilon’ble Member in charge of 
the Department f»f Agriculture who is entirely in sympathy with the 
principle of the Bill, though he may W opjmsed to some of the drostk 
provisions ermtained in the Bill. If theie lie anything very' drastic in 
the Bill, surely it is not right at this stage to opiame the Bill in it« 
entirety hut to see that when the Hill is put into the wmSiittee itage 
these drastic provisions are toned down. Merely to stand up and 
imdemu things and all the efforts made by non-official members to 
improw the status of the tattle of the province -nierely, I say, to 
condemn these things and oppoie them on the ground that they art 
not auitahle to (iovernmeot, is not a praisewrorthy position to take. 
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I anl' |flad, therefore, that Government does show sjome sympathy here 
to mMH-official efforts in this Oouneil in this instance. With these 
reinarh^ I ask that the Kill he referre<l to a Select ('oiniuittee. 

The motion that the Bcnjral Pasture Bill, 192i), l>e referred to a 
Seletd Committee was then put an<l agreed to. 

The Cateutta Rent (Amendment Ho. II) Bill, 1925. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO : I move tonnnily under the [uoviso to 
Standing Order ti that the Cah ullu Kent (Aiuendiueiit Nf». 11) Kill, 
1925, he continued. 

Tin* motion was purundaa^rreed to. 

Dr..H. W. B. MORENO : l nio\e that the said Kill Im* referred 
to a Select (\uuinittee c(ni''i''t injjf oi the lion ’hie Maharaja Kshaiinish 
Chandra Kay Kahadur oi Nadia, Mr. S, N. Koy. Ihnlji Mr. A. K. Ahu 
Ahmed Khan (ihu/navi, Maulvi .\!«1. Ninul llu(| Chaudhury, Khan 
Kuhadnr Maulvi AIuIun Sudani, Mi. .Mahhuhul Tlin(, Kahu Amulya 
.Dh^iie Addy, Mr.^. C. Kay Chaudhuri, Mr. A. C. Haneijee. Kalui 
Dehi Prosad Kliaitan. Mr. S. C. Mukerji, Kahu Satya Kishore Kanerjee, 
Dr. A. Suhrawardy, I^han Halnelui K. (i. M. hariajui, Dr, Midiini 
Median Das, Mr. II. S. Suhiawltrd>n and the iiioxer, with instructioio 
to sulmiit their report for c onsiileration at the August session of the 
Kenjral f.e^islalive Couin il and that (he numlMU' of meinhers whose 
preseiiee shall he iiecessai'V to #‘onslilu(e a ijuoiuni shall lx* h\e. 

The (!alcutta Kent ( .Vniendineiit) Kill now before this House has 
lieen so inueli discussed and talked alsnit that the Hill has praetieall> 
lieeome a (lassie. 1'here are leally two sides to tliis (|ueslioii, (he land* 
lords’ side and the tenants’ side. 1 do say that so far as the rapaeioiu 
lundloids are < oneertoHl 1 um* the word “rapacious” here delilieiiitely 
- there is a real ihhmI for a Kill of (his kind. These people would not 
only like to ulMilish the Kill hut wouhl also like to alndish the mover 
aiui all his supporters toj^ethei. There is nodenvinj? the fact that Um 
C alcutta Kent Act, ev(*ti in its ori|jrinal crude form, has done some (food 
for the protwtioii of tenants heie in Calcutta, though it may not have 
done all that it was e\|M*<‘t(Ml to do. It has done some f^xid for the 
protection of tenants from the attacks of thi*He rapacious landlorcD. 
There are lundlord.s wdio have the lM»«t feelinjrs tcmnirds their tenants 
hut lams are meant for the piotcction of Nr wAik as a«-ainat (he stronjf. 
The Kent Axi, as it is at the present moment, is full of anomalies am^ 
clefedU; they have been found out while the law has been put ink 
operation, by the Rent Controller and by the Calcutta High Court. 
Moat of, if not all, iheae auomaliei^iiiid clefecds are going to be «et 
right in' this Bill and no one with any aane judgment will decline 
cleanaing the Bill of its defcH-is. 1%e only aruroent that can be 
advanced againat thia Bill is that the life of the Act ia a very abort 
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one: it will expire by the end of March, 1927, and, therefore, there is 
no need at the pretieni time to change any of its defects; that, 1 take 
it, is a very weak argument. Whatever may be the life-time ^of the 
Act, if there be found defetds they should be set right now. The delay 
in introducing this Bill is not due to my fault, it is certainly due to a 
concatenation of circumstances beyond my control. What is there to 
prevent — if the Act is modified — to its extension P In the face of all 
op[)Osition, was not the Calcutta Rent Act extended in this very Council 
by niy instrumentality, for three years longer, although Government 
opposed it oj)enly in this Council? What is to prevent il^ extension 
again if any member or myself were to come up before this Council 
and ask f<u* the extension of the Rent Act if tJke extension be found 
needful for the protection of the tenants fff this city? If this Act, 
therefore, be extended for another two years what is there to prevent 
it; and what harm is there in putting the defects right now? Those 
who are oppose<l to the extension of the Act, have the right of 
holding tTieir own o])inion; but there are others; and I hold that a 
very large majority of the i)eople of (Calcutta are in favcnir of thi.'^ 
Act. For those wh(> have been oppressed b>'* landlords, not of the right 
type, I say, for them it is necessary to have an extension of the Rent 
Act. There is tM»i the least doubt th^t the stiite of things now found 
in (/ulcutta cun 1m* bettered. 1 speak, only of those houses wdiich arc 
covered by this Act and which fetcli a renl of Us. 250 downw'ards. If 
the present Act ceased at the end of .‘list March, 1927, there wouhl l>e 
a state of j)anic in (’alcutia and a state of disorder, for the reason that 
the landhnds would 1m» ]da(*ed in a |K)sition (d' terrible advantage and 
they w‘ould soon take steps to get bm k W’hat they have lost. 

I openly say it is my intention to press for the extension of the 
Rent Act for another two years at the next sessiotj of the Council; 
whether Government are opposed to it, is another matter; that can only 
be decided by a majority of votes in this Council and if the majority 
is on my side the Act will 1m* extended. I ask now that those defe<*t.« 
and anomalies which have been found out Ixdh by the landlords and 
the tenants should In* set light and 1 think no ivcinlier of this (Vincil 
should oppose a Bill of this kind which endeavours to put right those 
defects. 

With these remarks I move that the Bill l>e referred to a Select 
Committee to set right the defects and anomalies which have been 
ojienly referred to lioth by t^ courts and by individuals concerned. 

Mni AMULYA DHONi AOOYs I am sorry I cannot but of^pose 
this motion of my esteemed friend, Dr. Moreno. He has expressed the 
opinion that the Rent Act shouRf be extended for another two years, 
otherwise, after the expiry of the Act on the 1st of April next year, 
there would be great panic in ftakutta. He has, therefore, suggested 
th^ remedies as embodied in the present Bill. I will show to you. 
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Sir, it is not only unuecossary to extend this Act but also tha 
rem^ili^s that he has sugf^sied ai'e awse than the disease itaelf. 



As regards the question wli ether it is net^essary or not I beg to submit 
that the necessity for the Act no longer exists. In addition to what 
I have stated at the last session otathis Touncil with regard to the 
fact that the necessity for the (continuance of the Rent Act in ('alcuttu 
no longer exists, I l)eg to mention the opinions of some (»f the public 
bodies on the same point hetbre 1 pnweed to show the defects of the 
Bill ol‘ Dr. Moreno. 


The Bengal (.lianiWr of ("ommerce says: The (’(uniuittee are of 

opinion that the n(‘cej|jjiity for (he (*oii(itiuunce i»f (he Rent Act in 
Calcutta no longer exists.^ As u maiter of fa(i capitalists are feeling 
shy to invest in Calcutta landed property and coiis«H|uently the 
numbei^of new huildiiigs is not in(‘reasing us rapidly us the (Mm* would 
have been if the Rent Act had not been enacted. The Improvement 
Trust has ujieued up large resi<len(ial areas and had these %ites been 
utilised for building puij»nses the law of demaml ami supply wcuild 
have oj>eraled in bringing down rents to a reasonable le\el.*’ 

(\>rporuti(»n of ('ahiilta says: “ In view of the fact that the 
Rent Act is due (<» expire in Ma*cli. I!f27, and in view of the general 
improvement in situafion, fur^Jier^ extension of the Act is mdther 
desirable nor necessary.” 


Ill the opinion of the Cali utta Impiovement Tiust ” no amendment 
of the Rent Act is necessary in the present circninstuiices. The neces- 
sity for the Rent Act itself has largely disappeared, iHMause land vulueh 
in (blcntta have gone down and prices of building materials have 
decreased considerably. Vacancies in house pioperty ur(* numerous and 
there has been considerable redu<‘tion <»f rent all over Calcutta. The 
Rent Act will exjiire at the end (d March, 19127, am) the Trust coiisidei 
that it is not m*cessarv to amend the Act for this short period.” 

The British Indian AssiHiutioii as well as the Maiwari Association 
are also of the same ojnnion. 

I shall now draw your uttenticm to the objections of the several 
public bodie.s clause by clause. 

Aft regards clause 2, it is very difficult to find a standard of ** neces- 
sary furniture ” of a house, which may vary with the taste and rfHiuire- 
ments of different tenants and as the furnitHre in a lioust* may not 
always be commensurate with the rent of the premises, I think that 
the law shotlld remain as it is and the amendment projamed in clause 2 
of the Bill is unnecessary and may lead to great complexities. It would 
be very difficult to standardise the hire of furniture and I do not see 
what ^nnection the standard of hire of furniture, that may be found 
in any house, has with the standard dt rent, because the value of the 
fnmiture has no relation to the value of the property. 
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The procedure for (leteriniuing standard rent shonld be as simple ae 
possible and the insertion of the words “ whether furnished nr ^ un- 
furnished ” in clause (e) of section 2 of the Act is not desirable as 
it will introduce various complications in the determination of standard 
rents. • 

Ah furniture consists of perishable articles and as it is difficult to 
lay down a common standard for all kinds of furniture, clause 2 of 
the Bill will create new anomalies in the Rent Act. 

Then, Sir, the ICuropean Association is of opinion that there does 
not appear to l>e any ^f(K)d reason why the words “ and p?rforms the 
conditions of the tenancy should be omitted. It would l)e unreason- 
able to protect a tenant wdio pays the staiKikird rent while refusing? to 
jierforin other express terms of his contract. 

The ])ropose<l aniemlm<’<f»t of sulv-stotion (7) of section 1 1 is/ in my 
opinion, nnne< eHsury. It ap])ears to me that the object of the amend- 
ment is to do away Avith the words “ and perfornrs the conditions of 
tenan(‘y.” 

i 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Mr. Addy, are you not j^oin^^ a little unne^*es- , 
sarily into details!" l^ider the rules ymi are only entitled to discuss 

the ffeneral i)rovisioiks of the Bill. * . 

• * 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I w'anted to explain to you, Sir, 
tlnit every clause* has Iveen (dijected to by the several puldic iMxlies of 
(^ihudtu i(» whotn this Bill had Is'en referreil. I have, therefore, stated 
that tlie remedy W'hich has been su^:pested by my friend is w’ors<* than 
the disease itself. Even a committee which was a])pointed by (loveru- 
men! to rejMirt on land values and rents of (’ahuitta stated that the 
Rent Act w’as inadvisable. Experience shows that as soon as attempts* 
are made to control economic laws it is impossible to restrict interfer- 
ence at a particular point. The committf‘e further statetl that the 
<“oiitr<d of lands in Eni;land was accompanied by (Government under- 
taking on a very extensive scale the erection of houses. I would now 
draw y(mr sjfecial attention to the Statement of Objecta and Reasons 
in the (Government Bill of 192d. The Hon ’hie Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerjen on behalf of (Government was pleased to state that thoufil^h 
the Act was umhmbtedly imjAertect, on the whole it had served its 
purpose and the j>r«»p(»sed extension would l>e for a short time only, 
lie further stated that re*lB control can only la? justified as an emergent 
measure, and in introducing the Bill to extend the Act he placed on 
reconl his definite opinion that at the end of Man h, 11^24, %eh control 
Mhoubl cease. Here is a sacred assurance that the (Government gave 
to the Council through Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea. He said that 
ciw'umstances had materially changnl sin<'e 1920, and the supply of 
houses was more than the demdbd, and there was no necessity for an 
eipergent measure like this. Therefore, it was unn«<*essary to extend 
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the Aict further beyond the dlst Mareh« 1924. Notwithstanding that 
asHUnmce I am really sorry to find that this Council has ifjiiored the 
sacred assurance of (government and extended it up (o March, 1927 
Under these circumstances and liuvin^ rejmitl to public* opinion in thh 
matter I do not think we should l)e*justifitHl in extendinm: this Act. 

Tfm Hon’We Maharaia K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY BalUMlur 
of Nadia: Government oppose this motion. They wc^re opposed on 
broad grounds of policy to the extension of the Calcutta Ilc*nt Act 
until Murcli. 1927. (.\)nse(|uently GovcTumenl d(» !n>t now feel them- 
selves res|M)nsiblc f(»r the Act and for any flaws that thi're may be in 
it. If the (Nmm il wishesato have the Ac t amendcal it must take' upon 
itself the res|>onsibility of doinjr so. The object ot tliis Hill is to 
remove^ certain defects and anomalic*s due' to interpretations of the 
provisions of the Act by c*ivil courts. The* Act will c*xpire on ftlst 
March, 1927, wliich is less than nine months henc e. The ^'ommittee 
is askc'd to submit its report for consideration in the next scission of 
the (Amncil, which will b# in August. The Ac*t will cc'ase to operate 
• onW some sc*vpn months aftc*r the* (\»uncil has finished with it. fhe 
(\mncil will ajrree that it wcaild be* a mere waste of time and labour 
to trv to rejuvenate ifn Act w'^ndi may be said to be* already on its 
death-bed. Mr. Addy, perhaps, f?lt a little bit nervems when Dr. 
Moreno threatened to brinjr in a motion b»r the (*\tensic»n c»f the Act. 
Tie has deliverc*d a lonjf discourse on every clause* of the Hill which 
was obviomsly mea?»t foi the Sc*lc*ct (’ommittec*. It is si^rnificant also 
that the* Calcutta (\»n»oration have* discussed this Hill ami have ex- 
pressed their opinion ajrainst it. T therefore oppose the motion. 

Di^ Ht W. B« MORENO: I should like first to dc*al with the 
remarks made by mv erstwhile MU|if»ortc‘r Hahn Amulya Dhcmc* Addy 
and now my open oppom-nt. He tells us that there is no necessity for 
any Rent Act and from Mr. Adda’s point of vic*w* it is very hc*lpful to 
propose anythintr which should tfo to raise the remts c»f houses in 
Calcutta some of whifh Mr. Addv himself |)ossesses. Nc»w Mr. Acldy 
tells us what the National C’hambcr of Commerce has said comeniinj? 
the Act and what two other associations have also said, but he has 
omitted to put liefore the Council what the Tenants’ Assis iations have 
had to sav—and they arc many- with retraid to the extensiem of this 
Act. It is obviously unfair to tell the Couiicil that what he quotes 
is the pub^c opinion n( the ]*eople of Calcutta; lie i|Uotes onlv the 
cipinrcms of the landlord classes and omits to slate what the other side 
has had to sav. It is only privintf the Council a partial and unfair 
opinion on the whole matter. With reirard to land values and house- 
rents of which Mr. Addv s|>eaks, T would ask him to take a walk with 
roe alonR the many streets in the heaA of (Calcutta and the houses 
which are to let. If he would ffo into them and inquire about tjie 
nnU of wine of these dingry houses with insamtaiy surroundings. 
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I am afraid be would find that rents in Calcutta have gone up con- 
siderably and that the law of supply and demand is not yet met. I 
speak specially of the houses which the middle class people — Anglo- 
Indians and the hhadrolok classes — occupy. There has been a migra- 
tion as it were to all these houses both by Europeans, Anglo-Indians 
and Indians, hence the congestion. I can assure the House that all 
this is the result of personal inquiries frr»m people whom I have met — 
people who have been directly affected by these high rents — and I 
say that the state of things in Calcutta is far from norm?l so far as 
the houses f(»r the middle classes are concerned. The law of supply 
and (lemuml has been satisfied so far as the larger houses are con- 
cerned, but I must remind Mr. Addy that the Act does not apply to 
sucih houses and it is for Mr. Addy to show to the Council whether 
these houses are available to the middle classt's. Then, again, Mr. 
Addy tall^M of the sacred assurance given by an hon’ble member in the 
past, but he forgets the more sacred principle that the Council is not 
iMiund by any sacred assurance given by any member of the Council 
however dignified his position might be. Such ma4^ter8 are only held 
as sa< red when decided by a majority of votes in the Council. 

With regard to the remarks of th# Hon’ble »the Mahanija Bahadur, 
1 must say that he has put up a«vei5’ weak opiMwition on behalf of 
Government. All that he has to say is that the Act is in a dying state 
and that therefore there is no use setting things right and that if 
anything is to be done with regard to it it should be done by the next 
(/ouncil. Does the Mahai'aja seriously say that it is not possible for 
any member of the Council to press for the c<ni8ideration of the Bill 
at the August session of the Council ? Sir, we are not to be guided 
by (he vague exj>ressioii8 of a Maharaja. I hold that if the admitted 
defects and anomalies in the Act are to be remedied, it is within the 
rights of this Council to do so. 

Babil AMULYA DHONE ADDY: May 1 say a few words by way 
(»( |H»rHonal explanation? l)i. Moreno has observed that 1 am opisjsed 
to the Bill l»ecaust' 1 am a landlord. 1 Wg to submit that as a 
representative of the Bengal National (1mml>er of C'ommerce which 
(onsist.s of jiersons inter<*ste<l in trade and commerce in this city, I 
have felt it my duty to opinise the Bill and I have done it accortlingly. 

The mcdion that thet Calcutta Uent (Amendment No. II) Bill, 
1925, be n*f erred to a Selwi Committee was then put and a division 
tabm with the following result : — 

AYi^t. 

AlHiisi, Maiilvi OtaiMivi, Natfg Hr. A. K. A»« AMM 

AMMiiiiHim wmtM, ^ ntmm, 

AU, Mmrtvl iami tnNaa. * Haa, Kiiaa iaaatfar Ka<i taMnil. 

•ansrlMi Aai Sakaiar AMaata onaaira. Naa. tkaa tfta la n ai ai . 

•attaa, «r. H. NMMia, iiawaa Wart a ar a l , Kkaa Maiar. 

^.Akavaiaary, ifMilvt fallal Aaria^ tai W a k a a ia ni , 


NaH* 
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Or. M. W. i. 
MMihri AMiil. 
Ratitm, l^r AMmr* 


ftaVt Mu W A HwA r t NMfWi, 
MniMiriy* Dr. A. 


NOii^ 


AMy* MibH AiiialyA INiMit. 

■m rrl— , Bt^hm tAtya Kitiiara. 

Dam, DAbii JAtintfra NAtA. 

DIrlty, ttM HAA'Mt Mr. L. 

OliAkrAiArtit Mr. iyomhM. 

CtiAiMIhuri, tlM HAffi'blc NawAb DAkAAMr 
taiyM Na««M Ali, Kban tahaAMr. 
Oaapar, Mr. C. Q. 

DAa,*llAi BAbAdur Amar Natb. 

Davit, Mr. •!. Cotiptr. * ^ 

Da, Mr. K. C. 

OanaM, tbt Hoa’blt Mr. J. 

Drammafl^, Mr. J. Q. 

Ntard, Major Otiitral Ritbartf. 


ModsttA, Mr. fl. C. 

Ntcii, Mr. 0. A. 

MoiMiyfia, Mr. W. t. 

KbaltaiH tabu DoM Arotad 
Liadaay, Mr. 4, N. 

MeAMlA, Mr. M. 0. 

Mtbtrfy, Mr. A. N. 

Aatttrvon, Mr. 0. C. 

Ray, Babu BurtndrA Natb. 

Ray, tbc Non'bit Mdbaraja Bahadur 
KtbauaHb Cbandra. 

Roy, Mr. B. N. 

Roy, Raja Maniloll tingA. 
ttapitton, Mr. H. I. 


The Ayen hei?*^ Hi and <he Noes the motion was lost. ^ 


ThD Calcutta Oomeslic Servants’ Registration Bill» 1925. 

• M 

Dr, M. W. B. MORENO: I foinially move ntidet the inoviso to 
StamUitj? Order (i 4hiit the ^lileiitta Domestic Servants* Ue^istia- 
tion Bill, U* c(»ritinued. * 

The motion was put and aK'ieed t(». 

(At tins sta^re the Ifon’hle the Biesident left the Ohamher and 
the Deputy l*r(‘sident t<K>k the (’hair.) 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: 1 move that (he ('alciitta Doniestie 
Servants’ Hej^istration Bill, Im* refernnl to a Seh*ct ('ornmittee 

consistirijf of the Hon’hle Mr. 1. lK»iiald, Uajii Maniloll Siiijirh Koy 
of Chakdijfhi, Maharaj Kumar Sris Ohaiidra Nandv, Mauivi Mil. Nunil 
Hm| (’haudhury, Khan Bahadur Mauivi AMus Salam. Mr. S. N. Boy, 
Mr. Mahhuhiil Hih|. Mr. Tarit Bhusan Boy. Mr. D. J. (’oheii, Hahti 
.\mulya Dhoiie Addy, Mr. A. ('. Baiierjw, Mr. K. 0. Bay (’huudhuri, 
Bai Abinash (’handra Baiierjee Bahadur. Babu Debi Prosad Khaitnn, 
Mr. S. C. Mukerji. Mr. H. S. Suhruwardy, Babu Hatya Kishore Banerjee, 
Dr. A. Suhrawurdy. Dr. Mohini Dhh, Hadji Mr, A. K. Abu 

Ahmed Khan Ohujmavi, Mauivi Savyed Sultan Ali, Khan Bahadur 
K. G. M. FarcKpii, and the mover, with iiistt^ietiotiH to submit tbeir 
report for eonaideration at the Auguat Henaiou of the Bengal liegia- 
lativ(^ Couiidil and tliat the tiiimWr of Biemb€*rs whoae preaeuce ahall 
be Deceaaary to constitute a quorum shall be five. 

Sir, this Bill aims at the relief of a real trouble in Caieiitta. It 
is B trouble which in found more in jioorer homes than in homes which 
ere more affluent, ... • 

(At this sitige the Council was adjourned for 10 minutes.) 

(After the adjouniiaent.) ^ 
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Dr. H. W. D. MODENO: 1 shall continue with my arguments 
concerning the Calcutta Domestic Servants’ Registration .Bill. The 
JBill does not, 1 say, very seriously affect the affluent members of the 
European or Indian communities in Calcutta or even those who are 
now found sitting on the Government benches, With regard to them 
the»y have servants in abundance. They take them to the hills to enjoy 
the cool atmosphere on those Olympian heights or if they happen 
to Ikj kept here in Calcutta they are given certain allowances. So 
fur as those servunts are com^erned there can be no cau*^ for a Bill 
(»f this kind. But the case bec/mies different when we contemplate 
the |>osition of the middle <*lass i>e(»ple in (ialcutta. What do we 
usually find}' We find that all the Is'tter class servants are employed 
in lietter class houses and we fiml tin* worst men, of a nondescript 
type, wandering iilHuit the streets of Calcutta seeking for employment. 
Most of yiem will take up any “ job ” that comes in their way; some of 
thfiii have piwious ((Uivictions and some of them are addi<’ted to 
|>ernicious habits such as the drug-taking habit or what is worse, the 
putl(»iniiig habit. They get entry into houses and pretend to be useful 
in all scuts of ways. As sism as they secure the first ojijmrt unity when 
the master is away, or when the road is otherwise (h*ai‘, they decamp 
from the house with whatever th%'y din lay their hands on. There is 
no |Kissibility of finding them out in Calcutta. They are lost in the 
crowds and tin* |M)lice are jiow'erless. If these s«‘ivants are taken ladore 
the courts and punished, employeis kn(»w well that they will gid minh 
worse servants in their stead. Very few’ cases come up to our police 
courts as very few masters ami mistresses care* to seek redress in the 
courts for the simide reason that the jKdice courts like other (ourts 
suffer frmn the laws delays.” l*here is also no knowing, whether 
for tile want of suflicient evidence the cases will end in an acipiittal with 
the result that these servunts will be free to secure new^ a])pointments 
anywhere else. The middle class jieople of the Euro|H‘an, Anglo- 
Indian or Indian communities are thus exploited by thest* servants w^ho 
leave one house and take up emphnment in anollier to continue in their 
nefarious practices. This state of things calls for immediate redress. 

In this Bill 1 liHve provided that the registration t>f servants should 
lie optional, and some have taken me to task for not making it 
compulsory. 1 admit that compulsory registration is the ideal to w*hich 
we should all strive. % thought it, however, advisable to introduce 
only the thin edges of the wedge at the present time making it possible 
to introduce legislation of a compulsory uatui-e later on. * • 

This ivgifttration of servants will he of mlvantage to Wth master and 
servant. If a good servant gi'ts himself registered the employer will then 
have some knowledge os to his anteetnlents and will he able to place trust 
and eonfideiu'e in him which ^ill enable the servant to secure higher 
^ages. The advantage to the servant is that if he is not paid by his dis- 
honest latter he oan go to the court and produce hia register as 
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that he haa senred for such a period of time and that lor 
frivolm reasons he was dismissed and not jri^en his wages. Mj 
Bill, ihlrelore, cuts bolh way»-~it is of advantage to the master as 
well as to the servant. Good servants will have thus no diffioultjr 
in getting into g<xMl houses. * 

I find that the registration of domestic servants is made com* 
pulsory in the Malay States, in Oylon and in some of the canton* 
menis Jn India. Sir, if it v'orks satisfactorily in those places what 
harm is ther^ in introducing registration in t'alcutta? In (onsidering 
this Kill the memliers of this Council should reiiiemlier that most of 
the p<»ople of Kengal, i^duding those of ('alcutta, Itelong to the middle 
class, and that they shoult^ then take a hrond view of things and 
grant the imssing of this Kill, which is to protect the middle class 
l»eople Isdng vi<*tiniised by such domestic servants. My cudy reason 
for not making the conditions compulsory is that I was afraid that there 
would lie a howl raised all round ('ab*utta that I was hringing* almiit a 
state of slavery in Calcutta. 1 trust that Government will show 
some sympathy towards tin# Kill, as they have shown lt> my prt»vious 
dnesT and I ho]M' that the meml»erH of this House, though they may not 
Ih> di rectly affe<’tiHl, lieing in im^e affluent l ircumstanceN, will yet 
supisirt the measure foi^ the reuH|»n ^tliat others are more adversely 
nflfe<ted and it is the duty of this Housi* to protect the interest of any 
class of |H*ople when they ui*e the victims of the nefarious onslaughts 
of others. 

Th$ Hon’blt Mr. d. DONALD; Sir, this question of the registra- 
tion of domestic servants is a very old one and Dr, Moreno has been 
himself iiiterestwl in it at least sime the year 1904. The first time 
this (juestion was brought up was in the year 1863. It was brought 
up again in 1877, in 1878, 1879, 1899, and 1904 and every time the 
answer given w'as that this was not a matt«»r in which Government 
should interfere and that if anything was retpiired it should 
lie done on a voluniaiy' Wsis. We have not heard from any 
servants or any class of servants that they want a measure of 
this sort. The Anglo-Indian Assmdation, of whi<‘h Dr. Moreno was 
the Secretary, is the only Assindation which has moved in this matter. 
We have heard from them but there has bt^en no inipiiry or any com- 
plaint from any one nr any other Association^ although I think the 
Calcutta Trades* Association was the original mover — as long ago 
as 18&3. the position is very much the same to-day as it was 

then. This is a measure which is better dealt with voluntarily than 
by legislation. When tbis Bill was introduced there was an objec- 
tion, and Dr. Mmno explained that the scheme was voluntary and 
optional — there is no compulsion. But il^you read the Bill, Hir, you will 
find that the mov^ begins with voluntary registration and then goee 
on witb obKgiitimie all of a omipuliory cbamcter. The registmtiiui 

♦ 3 
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in optionaJ at the election of the master or the servant. This may be 
so, but as soon as a re|[?istered servant is employed, the employer, 
whether he knows the fact of re^ifistration or not, is at oncb placed 
under certain liabilities. Therefore, Sir, it is no fcood trying to make 
out that the Bill is voluntary. • But there is still a greater objection 
to this Bill. The Registrar must l)e satisfied that an applicant is a 
fit and proper pcrsofi to be employed in domestic service, and is not a 
thief or an associate of thieves or is known to the police to be leading 
a disorderly or diHre]>iiiable life. Where is the Registrar going to 
get that iiifoi'niation from? Is it not the polic^e from whom he is 
going to get that information? Then, why ^not make an officer of 
j)olice the registering officer? This is quite out of the question — we 
cannot have the police dealing with matters of this kind : it would 
the way to all soHs of irregularities. It is quite easy — it may 
he quite easy — in a small city, in a cantonment, where every servant 
must l>e^iH»wn for the Registrar to know if a man is of had character, 
hut this is not at alt po.ssihlo in a hig city like Calcutta. It is im- 
possihle t«i work the scheme anywhere except in small places. On 
these grounds, Sir, I opimse the motion. • 

Oft Ht W. B< MORENO: Sir, f have fotind to my cost that the 
Hon'hle Mr. Donald is an adept at finance, for I have sat wuth him 
on the Public Accounts ('onmuitee for UMue than one rear, but I had 
never, to this moment, diHC(»verod that he was a historian of no mean 
order. (Tiaughter.) Tie has (pnded dates and events, with all the 
alacrity of a savant. Tfe was go<id enough to point out that in 1904 
T had niised this qtiesfion as Secretary t«> the Anglo-Indian Association. 
That shows that a real ne<*eHsity has been felt all this w'hile by my 
emumunitv. along with others; and if T am pressing for such an Act, 
now iti PIlifi, it is IxMaiuse that (*f>nditious arc cei-tainly more acute 
than they were in 1904. With regard to the criticism of the BiO 
granting that the Hnn’hle Mr. Donald is right in what he says that 
1 begin with volnntarv registration in the Bill and end with compulsory 
registration, which is most inconsistent — granting, for argnmenCs 
sake, that I have done so, it all the more strengthens my argument 
that this Hill should be put to the committee stage; if there are any 
defw'ts (hev will he remedied and put straight there. The Hon'ble 
Mr. Donald says that masters will In* seriously niconvenienced. Well, 
you have to put up with a little inconvenience if you waui the right 
thing and if you want to have yourself protected. Yot must abide 
by the regulations as laid down in the Bill, if yon desire its whole- 
some provisions to protect you. With regard to the difficulty of 
ascertaining whether a servant was previously a thief or not, I think 
there is very little in that argument, for I take it that the ^ice ara 
always rendv to answer any inquiries which may be referred to them. 

% therefore, think, Sir, there ie very little subetance in the aivumeni 

e 



NON^FFICIAL KKMBEB8’ mJiM, 


n 


192*.p 

of tkl Bon'blo Member in charge of the Department concerned in thii 
eotineetiim. I would, therefore, aak the membere of thi« Houee to 
keep aif open mind and to haTe thia Bill admitted to the committee 
atage* If there be any thing wrong in the pnvriaiona of the Bill 
they can be act right by the comnuitef itaelf. That aimilar ordinancee 
are woiking wdll in large areas such as Ceylon and the Malay Statea, 
which are certainly larger than Calcutta, is a sufficient argument that 
aometlyng should be done so far n» (\ilcutta is concerned. I, there* 
fore, move that the Bill he admitted to the Committee stage. 

The Tiiotirm that (he Calcutta Domestic Servants’ Hegistration Bill, 
1925, l)e referml to a^elect Conimittw was then put and lost. 

The Bnngal Cattle Bill, IMS. 

Of. M. W. B. MORENO: With some I’elief, Sir, 1 now come to 
tlie end of mv lahours this evening. I formally move that under (he 
proviso to Standing Order 0 (2) the Bengal Cattle Bill, 1925, be 
continued. • 

• Ttie motion was put and agn*ed to. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORISNO: Sir,d move that (he said Bill 1 h^ referred 
to a Select (’ommittei* consisting oh the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 
Saiyid Nawab Ali Cliaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, Mr. Tarit BhuHitn Itoy, 
Mr. S. i\ Mukerji, Mr. A. (’. Batierjee, Mr. Byomkes (-hakravarti, 
Mr. K. (\ Bay Chaiidhuri, Babu datindra Nath Ibisu, Mr. N. (’. Sen, 
Babu Debi Prosad Khaitaii, Kai Harendraiiath Chaiidhuri, Babu 
Amulyn Dhoiie AtbK, Mr. I*. N. (hiha, Babu (’hiini (’haiidm Das, Hai 
A. C. HantM'j<‘e Buluwlur, Mr. D. d. (’olieji. Balm Surendra Nath Hay, 
Hai Ibolridas (iiMMika Bahadur and the mover, with instruct ions to 
submit (heir report for consideration at the August session of the Bengal 
liOgislative (’otiiicil and that the iiumlier of memliers whime presence 
shall la* nei'essary to constitute a ({iiorum shall Im five, 

lir. DEPUTY PR|tiDENT: Have you received the consent of 
the memlHTN wlif> are to serve on the committee? 

Or. H. W. B. MORENO: 1 have, Sir. 

This is the last of the three Bills that go towards the improvement 
of the condition of cattle here in Bengal. TJiis Bill works in two 
directions; first, it sets right the anomalous position createif liy the 
recent^ judgment of the Calcutta High Court, and sei-ondly, it gives 
power to District Boards (o maintain stud-bulls with a view to improve 
the breed of cattle in Bengal. The Hon*hle Nawab Bahadur Saiyid 
Nawab Ali Chaiidhuri at a recent conferem^e said that the strain of 
cattle in Bengal was distinctly deterioiy^iing, and, therefore, the milk 
supply of the province was diminishing. Sir, it has been prtived by 
cattle eaperte that come crossed by immature bulls or weaklings net 
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only have their Ktrain affected, but even the quantity of milk is dimi- 
nished, and that, therefore, it i« of paramount necessity that the cattle 
of this province should be crossed by |?ood pedigree bulls cff which 
there is a lamentable lack in Bengal. Those who are acquainted with 
the history of this country kn(% that from Vedic times it has been 
the (lustoni on <'t*remonial wcasions, such as »mdhi and so on, to set 
free good stud-hulls which are blessed and set apart in order that they 
might go forth into the country, to improve the strain of th^ cattle 
of the country. By the judgment of the Calcutta High Court these 
animals have l>een declared as ren nulhus (no man’s property), with the 
result that scavengers get hold of them, attach them to their carts 
and drive them for tlieir own puriK)spH. All sorts of people may cap- 
ture these valuable animals and use them for their own ends, so that 
the very object for which this helpful ceremony was introduced in 
Hindu scK’iety has In^en defeated by this judgment of the Calcutta High 
f)ourt. ♦ 

This Bill will endeavour to set things right so far as that judgment 
is conceriiefK You will have these hulls looked after by District Boards 
and Cnion Boards. If hulls are hK>k(*<l after by such Boards, the 
authorities <‘an charge small fet's when their services are rwiuired; in 
this way tlieir cost of maintenaiic*!* w^ll l)e lessened to a great extent. 
At the iiresent moment they nnim almut the villages until they are 
captured by siune self-seeking individuals. It may he said by some 
people that these hulls will he a source of nuisance in the villages over 
which they roam, tliey may Im* a soun’e of destruction to the crops. 
Provision is made in this Bill for this eventuality and* for the destruc- 
tion of such animals, if they are found to In* of no value and are 
destroying the village crops, just as we have a law* for the destruction 
of the rogue elephant. We have u Inw' for the pn)te<’tion of elephants 
Wause of their value to the i>eople. Similarly we should proteet those 
hulls which are let hsKse for a good jiurpoee and are vahiahle. If they 
prove dangerous to scH'iety, provision is mode for their destruction. 
There is a complaint in every village that thefe is not a sufficient 
number of stud-hulls of high )>wbgree, where then should we begin? 
VTe have hud enough of Government rejmrts and exj>erta’ findings. 
What we want is a Bill of this kind which gives a source for the free 
supply of breeding hulls. If this Bill is passed, District Boards and 
Union Hoards will In* iihle to keep good stud-cattle that may be of 
service to the c*ountrv. As I have said before, if their,, services are 
pro))erly utilised, the strain of the cattle of Bengal will be consider- 
ably improved ami the milking c.apacity will be also increased. Every- 
thing will tend for the welfare of the masses. We know, Sir, that 
in Bengal milk is requited not only for infants bat milk and milk 
products are re(|uired for adufls as well. A good dkeX of the work 
in Bengal in addition ia done by our cattle. Ploughing i« done 1^ 
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our canine and a j?ood deal of t?an$]>ort of Kooda from village to atation 
is done by cattle. Sir, in the present <lsy cattle as seen in Bengal 
are not^f the type they were years ago and 1 see no reason why, in 
our efforts to improve the mndititm of the cattle of Bengal, Oovern- 
meni should op])ose a Bill of this kind, espe<*ially when it is realised 
that it affects the welfare of the nuisses of Bengal. I therefore trust 
that Government will not veto this valuable measure with the usual 
stereotyped reply that there is no gmutid for such a Bill — as, indeed, 
there seems to lie no ground in their opinion for any imn-ofticial Bill ; 
I also trust *t hat those meinliers of this lltmse who have the welfare 
of the jieople at heart will see that this Hill is allowed to gi» into the 
{‘omraittee stag^ and any c^fwts that it may now have, reme<lie<l by 
the Select Committee. 

9HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that after the name of Uai 
Badridus Goenka Bahadur, tlie fcdiowing names l)e inserted, i^niely : — 

“ Khan Bahadur Ka/.i /ahirul Ha<|. Muulvi Say.v<Hl Sultan All, 
Mauivi Tayehuddin Ahmed, Nawah Musharruf Himsain, Khan Bahadur, 
Shah Syed Enidadu^ llaq."* 

ffe 8|K»ke in Bengali. The English tiaiislaticm of whiidi is as 
follows : • 

Sir, the Muhammadans *<tar(9‘ a4 the very name “t'attle”; such 
is the case now. True this Bill do<*s not proviile for the pndiibition 
of slaughter hut is not u)tt)getlier frei> from ohj«H‘tions. Ere this 1 
once raisiMl ohjei tions against this Bill hut t4i no elfn-t. SiilxMHpiently 
when such a Bill again came ladote this lloiiw*, 1 again frmght agwiiist 
it, but owing to the majority including the Swaiajists not a4'cc|)ting 
my views my m<»tion was lost. 

Now as to the Bill being refeireil to the Selint Committw, may 
I ask why the name of u single M uhanimmlan memlsT, save and 
except the Hon 'hie Mem lM»r- in-charge, «loes not ajipear in the com- 
mittee? ('ould not a suitahlc Muhuinnimlan non-official memlM»r be 
found out for the committee? How can 1 say this has lieen due to 
miatake when I see my 4rieiid, Dr. Moremi, has not forg^itten to mention 
the names of some Muhammadan membiOH in his motion No. 8? 

It is a matter of great regret that the names of the Muhammailan 
members have been omitted in the Sele<d Committeft. While I agree 
with my Muhammadan colleagues to put up a sturdy fight against 
the Bill being referrcil to the SelecT Commiiiee, lest the motion for 
this Bill is passed, 1 move ibis amendment to insert some names of 
the IKihammadan members in it. As many Mubarnmmian members 
are absent t<Mlay 1 nuive for the tmrltision of siames of those who are 
present and have given their consent. 

Mr. J. OAMPIELL FORRESTtS^ I am quite in sym}mtby with 
the object of this Bill of Dr. Moreno and I am quite sure that aiiy- 
tbiiig that will go to improve the cattle of Bengal will be acceptable 
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to this House. But while I am quite in sympathy with the obj^t 
of Dr. Moreno’s Bill I shoulfl' first of all wish to have some idee where 
Dr. Moreno was h> get his bulls from and that the bullh would 

be of pra< tiral use. 

• 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: I support Dr. Moreno’s Bill whole-hearted- 
ly. It is n well-known fact that these bulls which are* consecrated for 
public* use and dedicateil to the public on occasions of Sradlut and other 
Hiinilur ceicmonicH by the Hindus are (*aptured parti(‘ularly by people 
who ^uuit to bring them to C’alcutta and sell them for sc'avenging 
(‘arts and other similar purposes. These bulls lielong to uone^ there- 
fore if cajituied for purjKises of sale or fei jfur]K>«(*K of slaughter no 
ofienee is cominitt(*d. (Government, I am afraid, wdll oppose with 
their usual perversneKs this Bill l)ecause (Government have op|x>sed 
oth(‘r similar useful nieasuTes pro)X)sed by Dr. Moreno such as the 
Pastille dlill for no other ivusoii except that there is no urgency for 
it or for sinne trivial reason. But what is going on in the mufassal? 

The Hofi’We Nawato Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
DHURI, Khan Bahachir: A w<ud of personal explanation. I have 
not opposed the Pasture Bill. •' 

e • 

Mr. A. C. BANER4EE: In that case I congratulate the Govern- 
ment on the dawn of coming gtssl sense. Anyway for once (Govein- 
meiit have shown that they can (S'casionally l>e on the* right side and 
I hope that they will iweept the Bill. As regards the amendment of 
Shah Syecl Knuladul Ha(i 1 hope Dr. Moreno will lucept the sugges- 
tion iMMUust* it is only right that a large numlier of Muhammadan 
gentlemen sliould lie on the Select Committee. 

MluNl 8AYYED 8ULTAN ALI 8 Sir, I beg to oppose the resolu- 
tion of Dr. Moreno. The hon’ble mover has failed to bit upon the 
right }K>ini regarding the decrease of the number of Brahmani bulls. 
He thinks that it is due to the fact that as the High Court has held 
it to be nobody’s property they are taken away by the people. 

Hut I think that the real cause is not there. In these hard days 
when the prices of fiKKl-stuffs and all other agricultural products have 
gone very high and ns the fallow lands where these animals usually 
uaed to grase have b^^ome extinct the people cannot bear the loss 
caused by these animals. Under the present circumstances such bulls 
cannot be let loose to do incalculable harm to the poor and iiftioceiit 
cultivators. Another reason for which I oppose the resolution is that 
such animals are always a source of danger to the people and as a 
matter of fact some times kill men. 

The breeding should be certainly improved but not by such bulls 
but by bulls specially kept few* that purpose. 
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reaaoQ lor which I object is that it will bo a aoiiroa of 
coiuitaiii quarrel between the Hindus and the Mussabnans. 


MmI AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I am extnmiely sorry that my 
frimid on the left haa opposed the motion of Dr. Iforeuo. He, how- 
erer, appears to hare overlooked the fhct that there are cither clauses 
for the provision and maintenance of stud-bulls in this Bill. Under 
clause S every loi*al authority shall maintain or cause to lie maintained 
a minipium number of stud-bulls as may be prescribed by the local 
Government.^ Therefore, under clause 7, it is piovided that it shall be 
lawful for a local authority to make suitable grant or grants for the 
purchase and maintcnaqje (»f stml-bulls. N<iw, under the Lts'al Self- 
Government Act tliere is lA provision whatever for the punhase and 
maintenance of this kind of bulls. Now, the question is where is the 
necessity of maintaining such a large number of Htud-bulls. I beg to 
submit that if wo have a mind to rmluce the price of fiHsl-grains we 
must improve the agriculture ami, therefore, we must also im|frt»ve the 
bi'eed. Similarly, if we have u mind to reduce the infant mortality 
we must increase tj^e supply and reduce the price i»f milk. Therefore 
il’e rtfust improve the breed of cuttle. In the case of the (^alcutta Rent 
Bill I strongly opposed it Ihh’uus^' under the niundute of luy consti- 
tuency 1 had to do it. •Similarly, I strongly supfsut this Bill under 
the mandate of my constituency. The Bengal National rhaml)er of 
Commerce say “ that in Bengal scarcity of hreetling bulls is being 
keenly felt and the deterioration ot the lattle of the province is mainly 
due to that scarcity. Year after year the reiK>it of the Veterinary 
Department has expressed the fact that the demand of the District 
Boards for breeding bulls cannot be met. The committee are also 
aware that liecausc of the rex null tux jinlgiiients of the ('nh’utta Higit 
Court bulls are often slaughtereil in the mufassnl. So they feel that 
legislation should be undertaken to provide ami preserve breeding 
bulls in the mufassal with a view to improve the breed of tiattle in 
Bengal.’* The nuuilier t»f stud-bulls in several iMirts of Bengal is 
very small. Therefore^ if we have a mind to re<liice infant mortality 
and to improve agriculture in which my Muhammadan friends are 
moet interfwted, we must improve the breed of the cattle. With these 
words 1 strongly support the Bill. 

Mtiilvi ABDUL GAFUR: I strongly the Bill. The Bill it 

intended to provide for the protectiiin and in^ntenauce of cattle in 
general, bnt^ am afraid it would l»e used as a chsik t«> cTUsh down the 
MnhaCimadans in the mufassal. Although the Bill seeks to provide 
iot the protection and maintenance of breeding bulls in Bengal, especi- 
ally Brahmini bolls and Khodai bulls, it really aims at every bull and 
cow, as will appear from tbe definition of irattle, which means and 
includes a cow, heifer, bull, bullock, calf, he-buffalo, sbe-huffalo and 
hnffalo-caif. It emhrai'es all kind of cattle. 
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Then (ilaude 4 provides that whoever kills, poisons, etc., a Brahmini 
or Khodai bull, shall be punished with imjnrisonment for a term which 
may extend to two years or with fine which may extend to R8^ 600 or 
both. Now I beg^ to draw the attention of the House to the fact that 
there is already a provision in thoil^enal Code for punishin^^ such offences 
and I fail to understand what necessity there is for providing again for 
these things in this Bill. Then it is laid down that nothing in this 
section shall apply to a police officer above the rank of Sub-Inspector 
who on recei])t of proper information and on his being satisfied^that a 
Brahmini or Khodai bull is dangerous to a locality or to the residents 
of a locality, destroy the same, provided that he shall submit to the 
local authority concerned his reasons in witffig for so doing within 
three days after the occurrence.’* This is a perfect labyrinth. The 
lKK)r agriculturists will have to run to the police officers whenes'er they 
suffer from the depredations of such animals. What generally hapi)ens 
is this, at least in our quarters: Both Hindus and Muhammadans 
dedi(;at(" oxen to the public on certain religious or ceremonial occasions. 
These bulls all roam ulH)ut the maidaiis and«fields, eating and damaging 
the crojw and the lot of the ismr agriculturists can^>etter be iniaginerV 
than described, if they have to run to the iK)lice officer to have these 
animals destroyed whenever they b^ome obno^cious. Very often it is 
the case that the poor agriculturfijts \ry to imiK)und these stud-bulls, 
but the j>ound-keepers refuse to take these bulls, and consequently 
the p<M)r agriculturists suffer. And if the numlM^r of such hulls goes 
on increasing, what will be the fate of these |K)or agricult uixstst* They 
already suffer a great deal fmm the depredations of other animals, 
and it will add greatly to their miseries if this Bill were passed into 
law\ They will not be able to protect their (uops from these stud- 
bulls, and if at any time in their attempts to drive away the cattle 
from their fields ami in self-defence they take recourse to throwing 
sticks or other things at these animals which may cause injury to the 
latter, it will U* made a pretext to haul them bfore the criminal 
court and send them to jail. Instead of helping the agriculturists, 
as Dr. Moreno says, it will lie a s<iurce of grekt danger to them, in 
as much as they will lie ixiwerless to prevent their crops being 
damaged by these oppi-essive bulls, 

Tlie atmosphere is really surcharged over the question of cow-killing. 
The Bill, as now" drafted, seeks to provide for the protection of cattle 
and for the protection and maintenance of breeding bulls. Now, what 
is there to prevent another clause being adde<l providing thaf cow-kilUug 
must be stopiied, as it is necessary for the purpose of protecting cattle? 

Mr. A. 0. lAMERiliil On a point of order, Sir. Is the faon’ble 
member in order in bringing ihi question of oow-killing in thin conneo- 
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Pf« DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Ton need not elaborate that point* 

HSlrf yi ABDUL GAFUR: My suirfir^ation i» this that if any Distriet 
Board or local authority ihiuk that auch bulla ahould be reared, they 
are at liberty to do so. As a matter of fact I know some District Bctards 
keep two or three stud-hulls. The law does not forbid them to rear 
any such stud-bulls. Of course, there is no provision in the law to this 
effect, but if there is any necessity for such provision, it can htt had 
by a*mendin^ the fjoi’al iSelf-Oovernment Act. There is no nei'essity 
for n new Bill whatever. The Isu'al Self-Oovernment Act may la* so 
amended as to provide that local authorities may lie authoriseii to sitend 
any sum they like in%r<k*r to maintain, etc., stud-hulls. With the.se 
remarks I stronjrly oppose the Bill. 

• 

The Hon’Me Nmrab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU* 
DHURI, Khan Bahadur: Sir, (lovernineiit fully sympathifA with the 
objci’t of the Bill which aims at the conservation and maintenance of 
a sufficient number of stud-bulls for breeding pur;M>se8. It is an 
ndffiilted fact that it i.s the h’gitiinate function of the local IxMliea — 
especially of the District Board— to pn>vide for veterinary work a* 
well as for iiiiproving*the breej of^caltle and any provision which will 
bring home to these bodies their responsibilities in this matter and to 
ensure a larger nuinhei of breed hulls being maintained will, no doubt, 
be welcomed. At the same time I consider it my duty ii> point out 
certain features of the Bill which are either of a redundant c haracter or 
are likely to lead to hunnful results. It seems doubtful whether U 
would W advisable to place on Union Boards which are in their infancy, 
any statutory obligations of a hard and fast nature in regard to the 
maintenance of stud-bulls as these Imdies already find themselves 
hardly put to it to discharge the enormous duties im^MMUHi on them 
by the Village »Self-( Government Act. The main objection of the Bill, 
however, relates to the profMisal to take pem^er over Brahniini and 
Khodai hulls. In th| first place it is doubtful whether legislaticm ii 
necessary at this stage for the protec^tion of Brahmtni and Khodai 
bulls; whether such legislation would be of any practical value; and 
lust but not the least, whether any legislation taking power over such 
bulls would affect the religion of any particular sec^tion of the com* 
muniiy. 

In bis Uattle Oiisus Bejwrt of 1915 Mr. Blackwootl aacTtbed the 
gradual diminution of the number of Brabmini bulls to tbe encroach* 
ment of cultivation on waste land. He also thought that the High 
Court’s decision that Brahmtni bulls must be regarded as ” no one’s 
property ” res nvllin* was a contributory cause. Tbe census figures 
have also shown that tbe number of dbeb bulls was extremely small — 
their proportion being 1 to 262 of the local cows. Although |he 
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cenmii taken in 1920 showed an improvement over the census figure 
of 1912, the great disparity in the proportion of these bulls to the 
Den cows was practically unaffected. This clearly shows thait the 
number of these bulls is so hopelessly small that they can be of little 
value for breeding purposes. Onsthe other hand, they are often a 
public nuisance. The real cause of the disappearance of the Brahmini 
bulls appears, however, to be an economic one. Although these are 
not conclusive reasons for not protecting the existing number it is 
doubtful whelher legislation would l)e of much practical value; fw un- 
less the pru(*li(u* of consecrating bulls on religious and other ceremonial 
iH'cusions is largely taken retjoui-se to by a section of the community 
which, however, is not very likely in the pr«Mer/t-day economic condi- 
tions — any Icgislatitni would at best be a protective measure but will 
not contribute much t<»wurds the attainment cd' the object of improving 
the breed of cuttle. 

It is nefteworthy also that in any scheme for the improvement of 
the breed of cattle a careful scdection of stud-bulls of good pedigree is 
the first essential ; and, in fact, it is iu>w h^ld by % experts that a 
good milking strain is prepotent in the sire. It is, therefore, quite 
evident that Bnihmini bulls, however, much useful th(^y might have 
been in the past, an* no longer consi(I%’ed to W of great importance 
for breeding purjmses. l^tstly, whether these bulls play any piU't in 
the ieligi(Mis riles of a ]miticular section of the conununity or not, Gov- 
ernment would strongly (»ppo8e any legislation to take jM)wer over such 
bulls which may be int(*rpre(ed by the ignorant masses to be an inter- 
ference with their religions rites. Any measure which may have a 
disturbing ellect <in the jmblic mind, whether rightly or wrongly, 
should l>e scTUpulously avoided. These, Kir, are the general questions 
of principle which arise in connection with the Bill. I have dealt 
with them in some detail ns it is necessary at this stage that the 
members should realise clearly the nature of the Bill before them. 
Government have no desire to oppose the reference of the Bill to a 
Select Committee and they hope that the Select C(\pimittee, if appointed 
by the Otuincil, will be able to remove the object ional features of the 
Bill which I have tinted out. 


Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: In the first instance I must wply to the 
observations made by Shifli Sye<l Kntdadul Hatp He has complained 
that there is not a sufficient numlier of Muhammadan meml^^rs on the 
Select Committee. I aci'ept his amendment for the inclusion of*ihe 
names he has suggested. 1 do not want to discuss the remarks of 
those who HupjKirted this Bill ; but I shall for a moment tell my friends 
on this side of the House that they should realise that there is no 
ground for alarm in the way that this is an attempt to restrain eatUe- 
slaughter. ! do feel, therefore, that some of the remarks made by 
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my $pwnd» in the House are uncalled for. A member of the Rouse 
spoloe of Brahmini bulls, iu vast uumliors, making violent depredations 
on ^nitivated ai'eas iu Bengal. The Hoirble Nawab Bahadur has told 
us that the number of Brahmini bulls is diminishing and is at the 
moment a negligible (|uantity. Th<m my friend proceeded Ui desc^rilie 
the possibility of bull and villager fights which he outlined in graphic 
detail, leading to serious consequences to inutK'ent villagers ami so on: 

I should like to assure him that there is no fear on that ground at all, 
because u villager hu.s a i>erfe('t right to drive away such a hull doing 
injury to his {msture lands or tt» have it iiiqmuiided. All that the Bill 
provides for is the prevent ii»n of the killing or maiming of Bi'ahmini 
bulls, but it does notiukf away the right of the villager to protect his 
cultivated s|>ots from the depiedations of vicious Brahmini bulls. 
Then,* some one a<lds tinit there is no provision made heit» — 1 think 
Maulvi Sayyed Sultan Ali spoke alamt this — for the maintenance (»f stud- 
bulls. Section T <*lcarly |K>iiits out that it hIiuII la* lawful on the |Mirt 
of local atithorities to make suitable grants for the purcliase and main- 
tenance of stnd-bulls. 'U\\< Bill, if cuiTie4l into Inw. will have the 
• efftH’t of giving To local authorities the jM>wer of purchasing c»r uiaiu- 
taining stud-hulls at definite centres ami within definite areas. A 
complaint is always tinidc lhj^*thcrc is a paucity ol such hreediug 
animals in tlie provinct*. Here is^he opportunity, given hy this Bill, 
for securing hulls for the villages, maintaining them and using them 
for the IsMjefil of the cuttle -esiwciallv the milch cattle of Bengal, 
f see, then, that there is really nothing in this Bill which should caus4^ 
my friemls to raise the ulaiinist cry. 1 have triml my Wst \o avoid 
alluding to any conunuiml difference of opinion. My Muhammadan 
friends should realise that the stand 1 have taken as a ( hiistian 
gentleman, d(M‘s not go to accentuate any difference there may l*e 
between Hindu and Muhammadan. I pro|K>se this measure >wdeiy and 
W’holly in the inleivsts of Muhninmadan and Hindu villagers iu Bengal, 
I am glad that the Hon’ hie Nawah Bahadur has thought it fit to allow 
this Bill to g«v to the commit t#»e stage. He has, however, i>t>iii1efl out, 
in his usual able manner, some of the defects in the Bill, 1 do not 
claim infallihility on my iwrt— 1 am piTfectly willing to accept any 
suggestions which tlie Select Committee may make. I therefore 
welcome the suggestions made by the llon’ble Naw'ab Bahadur at this 
stage. I thought that we would have here another instance of a non- 
official Bill being wrecketl by a “ wowlen and inelastic Government 
I ngw aeeetbat Government does bend in favour at least to some good 
things that are put before them in this Council. 

IkMilvl iAYYED tULTAil ALII^Bir, Dr. Moreno has said that I 
observed in my speech that no arrangement has been made for main- 
taining stad^bolls. I have not however said that in my speech. 
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The ftmendment of Shah Syed Emdadul Haq was then put and agreed 
to. 

The motion of I>r. H. W. B. Moreno was then put in the foUowingr 
amended formi — 

• 

“ That the Bengal Cattle Bill, 1926, lie referred to a Select Com- 
mittee coiiNisting of the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali 
Chuudhuri, Khan Bahadur, Mr. Tarit Bhusan Hoy, Mr. 8. C. Mukerji, 
Mr. A. C. Banerjee, Mr. Byomkes ('hakruvarti, Mr. K. C. Ray Chaud- 
huri, Babu Jatitidra Nath Basu, Mr. N. C. Sen, Babu Debi Prosad 
Khaitun, Rai TIarendranath Chaudhuri, Babu Amulya Dhone Addy, 
Mr. P. N. Cuba, Babu Charu Chandra Das, Raw A. C. BanerjtH! Bahadur, 
Mr. 1). J. Cohen, Babu Surendra Nath Ray, Rai Badridas Goenka Baha- 
dur, Khan Bahailur Kazi Zuhinil Haq, Maulvi Sayyed Sultan Ali, 
Maulvi Tayehuddiii Ahmed, Nawab MuHharnit Ilossain, Khan Bahadur, 
Shah Syed^Eindadul ITaq, and the mover, with iuHtructiouH to submit 
their reiMut for eonsideration at the August session of the Bengal 
Legislative (Niuneil and that the huiuIm^i of, members whose presence 
shall la* necessary to constitute a quoiiim shall he Tive.’\ 

The motion lieing put a division ,\v'aH taken with the following 
result : — 


AYES. 


Atfdy, latou Amulya OliaM. 

■antrjM, Mr. A. C. 

■aiMrjM, fiai ■aliadur AMnatli Chaiidra. 
■atu, labu aatliMlra Natn. 

Slrtty, tiM HwCbla Mr. L. 

Oliattdburi, tli« Hon'bl* Nawab taliadur 
•aiyid Nawab All, Khan bahadur. 
Oaban, Mr. 0. i. 

Oaapar, Mr. C. 0. 

Oat, labu Oharu Chandra. 

Oat, flai Oahadur Amar Nath. 

Of, Mr. K. C. 

Oanald, tht Non'bit Mr. 4 . 

Orummand, Mr. 4 , 0. 

Parrftttr, Mr. i. Oampbtll. 

Oatnha, Nat oahadur ladridat. 

Ouha, Mr. P. N. 

Htard, Majlr Otntral Rltbard. 

NaditMi, Mr. R. 0. 

Hats. Mr. 0. P. 


Hopliynt, Mr. W. t. 

Khaitan, tabu Otbi Prttad. 

Llndtay, Mr. J. H. 

MoAlpin, Mr. M. C. 

MoKtnzIt, Mr. D. P. 

Mittcr, tir Provath Chundtr. 

Mtbtrly, Mr. A. N. 

Martno, Or. H. W, t. 

Muiitrii, Mr. 1. C. 

Nandy, Maharaja Kumar trlt Chandra 
PattartMi, Mr. 0. C. 

Philip, Mr. 4 . Y. 

Ray, tabu Nattndra Narayan. 

Ray, tht HwCbM Maharaja tabadur 
Ktbaunith Chandra. ^ 

Ray, Mr. S. N. 

Ray, Raja Manilall tin«ii. 
tUplatan, Mr. N. E. 

Travart, Mr. W. L. 

Wilaan, Mr. R. t. 


NOES. 


Maulvi Tayab u d d in. 

Abaanmiam MaHab. 

AH, Maulvi tayyad tultaii. 

O t i w d bu ry, Maulvi PtMui Karim. 

Oafur, Maulvi Abdut 

Mmtuavi, Nadji Mr. A. K. Abu Atmad 
KbiA. e 


Naq, Kban tabadur Kail I^ruL ^ 
Haq, tbaii tyad t md a dut . 

Hataaiu, Nawab M u a ba r r u t , Kbau tabadur. 
Uil Mabamuiad, Naji. 

Q ua da r , Maulvi Abuul. 

Rubuu, tir Abd- u e 


«Tke Ayea being 38 and the Noeu 12, the motion was earned. 
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Tlw Btngil FMi Frjf FmarvMiM Bill, itSB. 

Tlie following motion was called but not moved: — 

*<8bab Syed Emdadiil Haq to move that the Bengal Fkb Fry Preser 
vation Bill be referred to cwKelect CUmmittee consisting of the Hon’ble 
Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, Babu 
Hem Chandra Nasker, Maulvi Ekramul Hu<|. Maulvi Tayebiidin Ahmed, 
Khaifl Bahadur K. G. M. Far<M|ui, Hai Hareudranath Chaudhuri, Rai 
Pyari Lai Doss Bahadur, Dr. Mohini Mohan Das, Maulvi Sayyed 
Sultan Ali, Maulvi Fazlul Karim Chaudhuri, Babu Atiiulya Dhone 
Addy and the mover, with instructions to submit their iTport ns soon 
as possible and that nio^iumlier of memWrs whose presence shall be 
necessary to constitute a (piorura shall lie three.** 


The Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill» 192^ 

The following motion was culled but not moved : 

“ Hai Hareio^r-aiiath Chaudhuri to move for leave to introduce a 
bAi further to amend the Calcutta Municipal Act, ll)2d.” 

Babu JATINORA TIATH %A8|IS May I have your iierinission to 
move the motion standing in the name of Hai llurendraiiiith Chaudhuri 
in the alwence of the mover H 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I am afraid the rules do not jiermit 
a motion of this character being moved hy any other than the member 
who originally gave notice. 

Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: I gave notice to introduce a 
Bill further to amend the Cah-utta Municipal Act, in order to 

remove a difticulty from the way of Municipal (Jonimixsioners from 
becoming assessors of the Calc utta Improvement I'rihunai. I now find 
that (here is some controversy aliout thin measure and therefore it is 
not desirable at this fag end of the Ouncil to move this motion. I 
therefore\lo not move it. 

The following motion was not moved: — 

Babu Debi Prosad Khaitan to move for leave to intrtiduc'e a Bill 
further to amend the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1923. 

m Tbt Bengal Oompulaory Primary Ediioatian Bill, 1828. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Maulvi Sayedul Hor}ue to move for leave to introduce a Bill to 
provide for the extension of compnligiry primary education in tbosr 
areas in Bengal where free primary ecbook are in existence or may 
mmt into existence. • 
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TIN BMgil Court of Wank (Amondmant) Bitt, 1B2S. 

Haw^ MUtHARItUF HOttAIN, Khan Bihmlur: Sir, I rUe to 
move that the Court of Wards Amandment Bills that stands in my name 
be introduced in the Council. It is a very short Bill intended tc 
extenti the protection rendered by the Court of Wards to disqualified 
tenure-holders of Berij^al. On the 27th of March, 1916, I moved a 
resfdulion in the Bengal Council before this reform was introduced 
recoin in ending to the Government to take early stejw* to amend th< 
Court of Wards A(*t for the above pur|K)se. The Government of Bengal 
was then pleased to accept the resolution in bn amended form and 
the Government wanted to obtain official and non-official opinion on 
the advisibility for amending the Court of Wards of 1879 with *a view 
to extend the provision of that Act so as to protect and bring undei 
direct maiMigement of Court of Wards the jiroperties of minor childreil 
of deceased tenure-holders and other disqualified members among such 
tenure-holders. The Government has since tjyen collected opinions from 
Isith the offi(’ial and non-ofiicials imduding several zrtiiindars, the njost 
notable among whom are two of my res]>ected friends who are now 
oii upying the official benches, the Koirble Bahadur of 

Nadia and the Hon’ble Nawab Kahdtlur, and also several other 
assiHuatioiiN. 

Gf the non-offi(dal excepting a few gentlemen and association wht 
live in Calcutta and who have very little knowledge of mufassal almost 
all have given opinion in favour of the amendment but my Calcutta 
friends are under the misapprehension that the acceptance by the Court 
of Wards of the management of the tenure-holders projierty is tanta- 
mount to the Courts refusal to pay the rent due to the tenures foi 
certain number of years as is the case to the zemindar estates. But 
a cHi-eful cfuisideration of this problem will at once reveal to my Calcutta 
friends and associations that their apprehension is absolutely unfounded 
as they know that lots of safeguard exist which re^ider such cases almost 
impossible. The Court has lieen successfully managing a large numliei 
of tenures lielonging to zemindars holding a fractional share of some 
estates. The Hon’hle Board of Revenue in their letter No. 562-W. — T.. 
dated Calcutta, the 9th September, 1916, have very clearly expressed 
thus: “ There seems to fhe Board of Revenue no logical reason why 
the (!ourt of Wards should not take charge of the properties of the 
jenure-holders not paying the revenue direct to the Ooreanmen^ in 
cases which comply with the condition just quoted; many of the esiaiet 
now under the Court of Wards consist partly of rent-paying tenure and 
it is somewhat anomalous that under the law as it stands a land-owner't 
property consisting chiefly of re%t-paying tenures but comprising some 
small lemindari which pays rent direct to the Oovemmeni may be taken 
under the Court of Wards, while a much more impm^nt jnopetiy 
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con^sed solely of tenures which do not pay revenue to the Govern- 
meat may not. For the Court of Wards to take charg:e of rent-paying 
tenui^ it is not at all npt*eR8ar>^ that they ahould be exempted from any 
arrears of rent and at the close of the said letter the Board thinks 
that when the Court of Wards A<‘t fkext come under revision it mtjrh^ 
with advantage l)e amended so as to erapc»wer the ('ourt of Wards tc 
take charge of the jirojierties of the disipialified holders of tenure not 
paying revenue dire<‘t to the Cioveniment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Nawab Sahib, you had l>etter cut 
short your speech. This motion is only » matter of form and a speech 
and a brief one at tliat Tk only ])ermissihle if tlie motion is op|M)sed. 
Your present speeidi will be more api»r<»priate when you move the next 
motiod. 

Nawab MU8HARRUF H08SAIN, Ktian Bahadurs With these few 
words I resume my seat. 

* **The HoiHM. MAHARAJA K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY IMiaMir 
Of NmIw: While sympathising ^'ith the h<»trble mover 1 think I must 
oppose the motion, as it has 4eei^ derided by Government to oppose 
the introduction of this Hill. 

Tn the first ]»la( e wc think* tliat in a matter of this kind the fpies- 
tion of amendment (»f the law -lomld be umlei taken bv Gi»veriiment and 
not by a jirivate im*mbei. In lb< se< «>nd place we feel tbat Ic^rislation of 
this kind should mit be nmlei tal^eii so sbmily Wfore the flissolution of 
the Conneil. Tliote is iiol suHicieiit time now to obtain pnblie opinimi 
ulNuit the proposed amemlment of (he Act. As to the merits of the 
Bill Government feci considerable doubt. In IfllH a resolution was 
acceplcfl in a nuMlified birm and foiblic opinifin w^as (drained. Opinions 
varied and Government came to the conclusion that the Act slifHild not 
lie changed. We have again consiflered it and we are still of the same 
opinion. S<» far as vTe know there is Hf» strong opinion in favour of 
the dliange which this Bill proiSKHcs tn make and we do no think that 
we shmild l>e justified in making an amendment of the law w^hich, if 
effect were given to it, will unnecessarily increase the work of the 
Eevenne officers and the (Vdlector. I therefore op|H»se the motion. 

The motion that leave 1 m» given to intrf*duce a Bill further to amend 
the law rejpting to Court of Wards was then put and lost. 


TlM itngiil PrtvBiHiBii uf IfBliiilt in Pain BUI, IBBI. 

Bhah Syed Kradadwl Haq moved leave to introduce a Bill for 
the preventityn of brothels and unmoral traffic in fairs* 



m N0N4)FFICI AL MEMBERS' BILLS. fOra JuLt. 

Mt Pb ,M. QUHA: May I rise to a point of order, Sir? The Bill 
about which notice was given to us by the Legislative Department and 
of which we got a c^py is quite different from that which is now*being 
moved by Shah Sahib. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Which Bill are you going to move, 
Shah Sahib. Are you going to move the Bill which is before the 
Legislative Department, or the Bill a c.opy of which has been circulated 
to members? 

Shah Sye<l EfrMla<lul Haq explained in the vernacular that he was 
moving the Bengal Prevention of Brothels in (Fairs Bill, 1926, of which 
notice was given to the Legislative Department. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; Y ou may proceed now. 

Babu DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN; May I rise to a point of order, 
Sir? I have got only a copy of one Bill whith is the Bengal Siip])reR- 
sion of Brothels Bill, 1926. I have not got a copy of the Bengal 
Prevention of Brothels in Fairs Bill, 1926. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The legislative Department have got 
a copy of the Bill, and that is enough for the purpose of the present 
motion. 

Bibu DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN: But it has to he circulated at 
least one we<‘k before introduction. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Not necessarily for this motion Mr. 
Khaitan. Shah Sahib, you shoubl make a Hh(>rt sjwHM'h. 

Shah Syed Fmdadul Haq then s|M>ke in Bengali. The Fiiiglish 
translation of which is as follows: — 

** 1 Is'g to move this motion to introduce the Bill for the prevention 
of bridhels and immoral traffic in fairs. My Bill for the wholesale 
imihibition of pnwtitution throughout Bengal, a copy wherettf has 
lH»en sc*nt to the Hoirble Member, has not been mlded to the agenda 
of this session. None should mistake the prevent Bill for that. 

Pmstitution is a sin and inde^nl very shameful. In ^jthe Fjaiii 
sjieidally to the Mnhnwmatlans, it is o]qK>stHl to their religion and 
is detested by one and ail. The fx>untry in whteh I want to make 
this legislation does not and cannot approve of this vieknis and 
unholy profession. In the last session when 1 introduced a Bill for 
the total prohibition of prostitution throughout Bengal, Mr. MukeiqL 
iniioducfd a BUI on that Jine tm a small scale for Calcutla only 
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and iStvcmmettfc while appreciated my efforta oppoeed the ikme and 
pasaedl tiie Bill of Mr. Mukerji for experiment. 

Thia Bill for the prevention of bitvthelH in fairs is of a different 
nature. The subject is very insignificant but the evils arising out of 
thia are really very serious and far-teaching. For, it is the village 
whei^in food and raiments are primarily produced and we look up to 
the village peasants for our supplies. What cini be more painful, 
moit* regrettable than to see these peasant youths fast running towards 
the path of destruction owing to the influx of prostitutes in fairs. 
Peasant youths seldom come to the town but largely attend the fairs. 
None but an eye-witness can imagine to what horrible depths they are 
engulfed by comiptioi!* a <*onse<pience of the in]»ouriug of these 
bad character, shameless courtesans. Most of these |>(M>ple have gtd 
virulent* types of venereal disease's and these youths coming in e*ontact 
with them contract bael disease's and carry e>ii the*^ iiife»ctioii into their 
houses and make not only their e>wn lives miscMahle hut als»» those of 
their iniHM'ont housewives. To make' their cup of miseMies full to 
the hi ini, the^se youths lieii^g led astray hv the hrotliels add more and 
ino^ te> their iifflehtedness by their pioeligality. Wheiever 1 wemt 
being invited and as prevsident of the Bengal District and Pmvincial 
Conference, almost in all plaoag^he pea-siiuts imiMirtuncel me to put 
a stop to this |>ernie’i(>us evil. I move this meition te> intreHiure 

the Bill. To-day in this (^ouncil Government liave m» reason to stand 
against the will of the jieople.^ Very f<*w meunlK'rs have attended the 
Council to-elay anel among them the majority being officials and pro- 
government, 1 can have little hope of victory. If such influx of 
pmstitutes in fairs lx* stopped Government will not lx* a low'r in any 
way. As there w'ill lie another sitting of the ('ounc il in ihc' month of. 
August I urn ready to cin'ulute the Bill for ojiinion after it is iiitnv 
duced. I ho[>e Govenimeiit at this stage will at least give assent to 
the intnxiuction of the Bill and thus afford facility for eliciting public 
opinion. Before I take rny scat finally I reniiiid you to lx* firm to 
uproot this evil and wain you not to nc(|nire a bad reputation as 
supporters of Mandal bf your opjxwition to this Bill.” 

TIm Hoii’M# Mr. L. BIRLEY* Sir, I object to the intrcKhiction of 
this Bill because the mover desires to carry in one sitting of the 
Council a Bill on a very important and difficult question without prop<*r 
consideration. If he goes any further I shalf object also because the 
Bill has no^ been circulated. 

. 1€b moGon that leave be given to introduce a Bill for the preveh* 
ikm brothels and immoral traffic in fairs was then put and a divi- 
sion being demanded, the Deputy President ordereil that the division 
he summarily taken by show of hands in the (chamber itself, but as 
the number in favour of the motion exceeded ten, the Deputy Presi- 
dent directed under tibe rules that the dtvisioii should proceed through 

* 4 
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the lobbies in the usual way. The result of the division was as 
follows r — 


AYES. 


AhnMi, Mauivi TsytlHidd)ii. 

AliMnulisti, Mollali. 

Ail, «SNl«i tayyad Sultaa. 
eiiawatiiiry, Mautvl Failal Karim. 

OafuTt Mauivi Abdul. 

Qhainavi, Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmed 
Khan. 


Haa, Khan Sahadur Kaii Zahiml. 

Has, Shah Syad Emdadul. 

HatMin, Nawab Muabarruf, Khan Salwdiir. 
Lai Mahammad, Haji. 

Quadar, Mauivi Abdul. 

Rahim, Sir AbdHir* 


NOES. 


Addy, Sabu Amulya Dhona. 

■anarjaa, Rai Bahadur Abinaah Chandra. 
BIrtay, the Hon'ble Mr. L. 

Chaudhuri, ^ the Hon'hle Hawab Bahadur 
Salyid Nawab Aii, Khan Bahadur. 

Oahan, Mr. 0. 4. 

Oaopar, Mr. C. 0. 

Daa, Babu Charu Chandra. 

Oaa, Rai Bahadur Amar Nath. 

Oc, Mr. K. C. 

Oanald, tha Hon'ble Mr. 4. 

Orummand, Mr. 4. Q. 

Parraater, Mr. j. Campbell. t 

Ouha, Mr. P. N. 

Naard, Majar Oanaral RIehard. 

Hadstan, Hr. R. C. 

Nassi Mr. 0. P. 

Naphyna, Mr. W. S. 


Lindaay, Mr. 4, H. 

MeAlpin, Mr. M. C. 

McKanile, Mr. D. P. 

Hitter, Sir Pravaah Chundar. 

Meberiy, Mr. A. N. 

Moreno, Dr. H. W. B. 

Mukorjl, Mr. S. C. 

Pattareon*^ Mr. D. C. 

Philip, Mr. 4. Y. ' 

Ray, the Hon'ble Maharaja Bahadur 
Kthaunith Chandra. 

Rav Ohaudhuei, Mr. K. 0. 

R^, Mr. S. N. 

Roy, Raja Maniloll Singh. 

Stapleton, Mr. H. E. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Wilaon, Mr. R. B. 


The Ayes boin#? 12 and the Noes ^13, the motion was lost. 


Ths Bsngsl ViHsgt Setf-Covernmsnt (Amandinent) Bill, 1926. 

The followiiiff motion w»« called but not moved:— 

Rsi HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI to move for leave to intro- 
duce a Bill to amend the Ben«:al Villajre Self-doveniment Act, 1919. 

[At this stujre the Hmrble the President returned to the Chair.] 


Ths Ws 5 enfig Assooiatiom Bill, 192B. 

Bsbu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN* 1 move for leave tO|,^ntrodooe a 
Bill to provide for the suppresnion of waprering associations in Cafentta. 
As this motion is only for leave to introduce the Bill I do not make any 
speech on this inscasion and formally move that leave be given. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

^ The Secretary then read the title of the BiU. 



NON-OFFICIAL MKMBERS* BILIJS. 19 

dibll OHI FIIOSAD KHAITANi I moTe that the said Bill ba 
rafiMid to a Select Committee congieting of the Hon'ble Mr. J. Donald» 
Mr. li! C. McAlpin, Mr. D. C. Patterson, Mr. R. R, Wilson, Mr. R. H. 
Child, Rai Badridas Goenka Bahadur, Rai Abinash Chandra Banerjee 
Bahadur, Babu Amulya Dhone AdS, Mr. D. J. Cohen, Mr. P. N. 
Guha, Babu Jatindra Nath Basu and the mover, with inatructuma to 
submit their report as soon as possible and that the numbt^r of members 
whos<i presence shall be necessary to constitute a quorum shall be five. 

Sir, this Bill relates to a matter which is not very much understood 
by a large number of members of this House and I shall therefore 
crave the indulgence •of^ the Hoium* t<» exjdain this Bill in as few 
words as possible. It really aims at certain institutions which are 
growing up in Calcutta and which are culled fnirtix. At these hara* 
dealings are carried on in futures in st*vernl commodities, as, for 
example, jut<', hessian, sugar, sliaies, etc. In some of these futm* 
deliveries are given and taken in a large number of cases, but HjM^cially 
in the jute hams delivery is never given and taken. It is tjuite true 
that recently a symtein has been introduced in the jute hams whereby 
printer! ci)utra<‘ts have lw*cn introduciMl whi< l> piovid** for deliveries 
of some sort or other, hut in nny*event there can lx* no doubt whatso- 
ever that these ftaras which p'^)vide for dealings in future are the 
object of police suspicion and in many cases such suspici(uj is really 
well founded. It is especially in the case (»f haras whi<‘h deal in jute 
that their previous history gives rise to a great deni of stispicion. If 
any remedy is to be intrcHlueed by the Government in any of the 
tfaras, the present law pr(»vides that a man must apjiear Wfore the 
police c(nirt for the issue of a search warrant as a n’sult of which a 
large numWr of f>ersons would be arrested, all their books of account 
would be taken away and tlieir safes would be broken cgwui and what- 
ever money or piipers and dmuimenfs may be there would be all seixed 
by the police, but even when that is done there is no security whatso- 
ever that another hara dealing with the \'er>' same comm»uIity and by 
the same set of peoples will not be startetl at the wime house or at a 
bouse adjacent thereto. Many cases drag <»n from month’s end to 
month’s end and perhaps for years and a few eases have previously 
draggiMl for several years as a result of which under the prc*senl law 
proper remedies c^innot be introduced and gambling which goes on a 
large scale cannot be put a stop to. In vie# of these circumstances 
this matter has received the consideration of the Indian mercantile 
comnoftnily ^s also the European mercantile community not only for 
scone months but for some years. Recently, however, the Calcutta 
baled flute Association has raised this question in a very prominent 
manner. They have held conferences and come to the conclusion that 
it is necessaiy that certain irregularities in these haras in any event 
should be put a stop to. It is sometimes suggested that the merchants 
ihemselvee should combine together in order either to abolish Uie har&s 

4 a 
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or introduce markets of a regular and proper nature. The diffieulty 
in the way of the merchants doing this is that if hona fide dealers in 
any commodity start a market or an association for properly dealing in 
futures in any particular commodity, that does not prevent the specu- 
latively inclined people who are Ibent upon gambling in a reckless way 
to start another institution dealing with the same commodity, the 
result of which would be that a much larger number of transactions 
would be carried on at objectionable places rather than at p{:operly 
managed places fd business. That being so, a properly maintained 
place of business would be subject to the same difficulty as the export 
and import markets at present are on account yf existing haras. It is, 
therefore, necessary that H(>m(‘ pro<'edure should be introduced by means 
of legislation whereby the mischievous and wrongful element in the 
haras may be removed altogether or if not altogether removed, ‘reduced 

as much as possible. 

• 

I hope that when the Bill goes into the Select Committee whatever 
defects there are in the Bill will be removed and that the Bill when it 
comes out of the Select (Committee, will come out iiv a form which will 
be of great assistance to the proper carrying on of hona fide business. 

f 

m 

Tht Hon'bl* Mr. J. DONALD I 1 {nove by way of amendment that 
the Bill be circulnt(»d for the purpose of eliciting public opinion thereon 
by the 10th August, 1920. 

I do not pro|>osc to deal with the main object of the Bill as there 
is a good deal to In' said for it. But the j)rovisions are very complicated 
and it is necessary that in a matter of this kind we should have the 
help of some public opinion, the opinion of the trade, the opinion of 
commercial bmlies, and so on. Mr. Khaitan may say that he has got 
the opinion of various Indies. But this is like going to a judge with 
one’s own lawyer’s letters in one’s pocket. This is no good, we must 
have the opinion fre^m all sides, more than what Mr. Khaitan has 
procluced, all of which can Ih» ]>laced before this House. There is 
opinion against the Bill and opinion in favour o^ the Bill. We have not 
got it and until wre get it, we cannot expect the Select Committee 
to get to work on the Bill. And further considering the complicated 
character of the Bill T am doubtful if, even after referring it to a 
Select Committee, it gould jmssibly be passed within the life-time 
of the present Council. There will thus be no harm if the Bill weiu 
now circulated for eliciting public opinion on it, 

BiIni DCBI PROSAD khaitan S I do not like to say much in 
view of the motion by wav of amendment that has been made by the 
Hon’ble Mr. Donald that thif Bill be circulated for public opinion. 

I am quite willing that the Bill be circulated and public opinon obtained 
tliereon. , 
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Mi^PIIEtlOIMT: I will now take the seii^^ of the House on this 
mattiTi^ I skall put the motion of the Hon’ble Mr. J. ]>Dnald to the 
House 

llie motion that the Waj^rin^ Assipc^iiitions Bill, 192G. be eireulated 
for tbe purpose of elicitinjir opinion thereon by the lOth Auf^ust, 1926, 
was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Babu Debi Pro«a<l Khaitun that the Bill lie referred 
to a Meet Committee thereupon failed. 


The Caloutte Imiiroveiiient (Amemlment) Bill, 1926. 

Bahll AMULYA DHONE ADDY: 1 move for leave to iuinKluee a 
Bill further to amend the Calcutta Iinpiovement Act, 1911. • 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Does any inemlMU- object to the leave l>eing 
4gi\Vin ? * 

The HotYble Maharaja KSHi^ONJSH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, ef 
Nadia: I object. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Addy. please make a very short statement 
in regard to your Bill. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: It will up|M^ar, Sir. from tlie next 
two items that I want this Bill to In* taken into consideration diirini? this 
session. When I jca^e iioti<*e of these motions I was under the 
impression that there would Ik* no session in the month of Aujupist. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We can only deal with the provisions of the 
Bill, Mr. Addy. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: In this Bill I projKKK* to increase 
the number of members of the Boaid from 11 to 16 and to allot one 
additional aeat to the Bengal Chamber of (^mimerce, one additional 
aeai to the Bengal National Chamlsjr of C^pimerce, one additional 
aeat to the Corporation of Calcutta, one now seat to the British 
India]^ AaaaiDtation 

Mf. PRESIDENT: These are all known to tlie House; the Bill 
eoniaiiis these provisions. 

AMULYA DHONE ADOYtVd oo« wmt to be nominated 
hy Oovemment. The Improvement Trust handles a very heavy amouui 
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of money from year to year and 1 do not think that tiie interests at 
Htake in the oiH»rationa of the Trust are well represented on that 
body. 

Sir, it is eoramerce which has made Calcutta what it is, and, there* 
fore, it is desirable that European as well as Indian merchants should 
be w(dl re^jaesentwl in the Trust, but as it will appear from the Act, 
only one seat has betoi allotted to the Bengal Chamber of Commerce 
and only one seat to the Bengal National Chamber of Commoree; 
therefore, I have suggested an increase in the number of members of 
the ChamlM*rs. As regards the Cori)oration of Calcutta, when the Bill 
was introduced it was estimated that about ^lis» H lakhs would be the 
amomit of contribution from the CoriKHution to the Trust, but from 
the First Ycmii’m Administration Reimrt of the Aet, namely, the lleimrt 
for 19I2-ld, it a[)p(*ars that about Ks. 7 lakhs was contributed by the 
Calcutta Corjioration hut from the rejM)rt of the last official year it 
appears that tluit amount has gone up to Ks. 13 lakhs. Sir, two 
years ago additional areas w^re amalgamated with the Calcutta 
Corporation, namely, Cossipore, Manicktollu and Ctirden Ileach; so 
it is desirahh‘ tliat the (corporation of (hihutta should have lAbre* 
repn*H^'ntation (»ii the Improvement Trust. It will api)ear that under 
section 177 of the Act all the liaWliti^s of the Trust are to l)e taken 
up by tlie Coipoiation of Cahutta; it is, therefore, desirable that a 
IwKly which is hound under the law' to take up all (he liabilities of 
the Trust should Ih‘ pr(>peiiy represented on the Board and us a matter 
(jf fa<t, this was the intention. 

There ai(* (tllier persons w'ho uie vitally interested in the opera- 
tions of the Tiust, and whose interests are stuiously afft^ted ; but 
I am sorry to say that they are not repivsented at all — I mean the 
huidholdeiH and house-owners of Calcutta. It is they who contribute 
the mos( to the (’orponition of Calcutta, it is they who (contribute 
lukbs of tupe(‘,s as duties for transfer of proj)ertieH, it is they 

Mr. 4. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: Is the hpirble member entitled 
to make a speech wlien intixahicing a Bill? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He cun only make a very brief statement. 
Please finish, Mr. Addy. 

Bibu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: In the cavse of the execution of 
an improvenu'nt scdieme, who are the i>ersons most interested? It is 
not only the owners of adjoining lands but also the pubKc wko are 
interested. But these |>erson8 are not represented in the Trust. That 
is why I have suggested that there should be one representative from 
them. One seat should he allotted to the British Indian Association 
of which my esteemed friend Sk* P. C. Hitter is the Secretary and the 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan is the IVesident — an aasociatum 
wttich is v^’ useful in giving sound advice. 
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llr> raCtlOENT: I am afraid, I mu.st aak you to finish ; vou ar« 
goi]% mto details. 

AMULYA DHONE ADDY: It may Ike said that it in uot 
desirable to increase the number of me^ibers from 11 to IG. 

BsIni DEBI PROBAD KHAITAN: llv a brief statement it does lukt 
mean that the speaker should into the pnivisioim of the Bill which 
have ttlready been published. 

president* I think you mi^lit ask y<»ur friend in a a’bis{MU' 
to resume his seat. 

Bibu AMULYA DHONE ADDY* N«k\v, it is pro|H)s<Ml by the (li»v- 
ernment itself to increa'ii^ the iiuiiiber of seats in the eas** of the (Vbmtta 
Port Trust. (Vrtainly a Trust with IG memlkcis will Ike (|uite manage- 
able • 

Ml*. PRESIDENT: 1 myst ask y<ku to resume your sent. 

* •The Hon'ble ftaharaja KSHAUNiSH CHANDRA RAY Bahadut 

NtdisS 1 could have understoiMl if Mr. Aihly hud ref'om mended foi 
increasing* the non-offieiM element in^the Trust and reducing the nuinlxti 
of Government nominees. Instejul of doing that he has projHise«I an 
all-round increase of one seat from eveiy constituency and that showp 
how hollow his j>roposal is. 1 therefore opjkose the motion. 

The motion that leave be given to intnaluce a Bill further to amend 
the Calcutta Improvement A<‘t, BMl. was then put and lost. 

The Calcutta Rent (Repeal) Bilb 1928. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I move for leave to intrcHliica a 
Bill to repeal the Calcutta Pent A« t, 11120. 

Mr* PRESIDENT. Dikes anylnidy object f 

The Hon’ble the Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY BahMhit 
of Nadias I object. 

Or. H* W. B. MORENO S 1 seriously objeiT t<» it. 

BObu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Am Dr. Aoreno has serioui objec* 
tioiiM may I ^ot also be seriouM in moving it ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You can only make a brief slatement. 

Bdhu AMULYA DHONE ADOYs Sir, may 1 ask the Governmetit 
Member whether 1 ran expect an asMur^ice from him that the CoDutta 
Rent Act will not be further extended after Man^h, 1927. In that caae 
I will withdraw the Bill. It is ailmitted on all handa by all the public 



k N0lf4)FFlClAL MEMBERS* BILLS. {6 th JM. 

bodies to which Dr. Moreno’s Bill was circulated that the existing Ad 
is a defective one and, Sir, when we all know that it is not justiSable 
on several grounds to extend the Act and that it is a source of great 
hardship to landholders and house-owners, it is desirable that the Act 
should be repealed as early as possible. 

The Hon'bie Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHASorA RAY Bahadw 
«f Nadia: I (»I)po8e leave being granted to the introduction of th^ Bill. 

The motion that leave \ie given to introduce a Bill to repeal the 
Calcutta Kent Act, 1920, was then put and lost, 

# • 

The CaleutU Munioifial (Amendnieiit) Bill, 1926. 

Babu^AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I move for leave to introduce a 
Bill furtlier to amend the Calcutta Municipal Act, lOi^S. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Does any member object? ^ 

• • • 

The Hon’bie the Maharaja KSHApNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahaiiyr 
of Nadia; 1 objei^t, , #c * 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Please make a brief statement, Mr. Addy. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: It will Hpi>ear from the provisions 
of the Calcutta Municipal Act that an invidious distinction has been 
made between European menbants and Indian merchants. Under this 
Act 12 seats have l>een allotted to the European Chamber of Commerce, 
while not a single seat has been allotted to the Indian Chamber of 
Commene. I’hat is the reason why I suggest that the Act should be 
amended, so that the European us well as the Indian Chaml)er8 of 
Commerce may be well represented on the Corjairation. In other 
countries the numl)er of meml)ers of a municipal cor|)oration is much 
higher than that of the Calcutta Corjmration, &nd the number extends 
to 232 in lAmduu. If a Council like that can work smoothly the 
Calcutta Corponition can certainly work smoothly if a few more members 
are added on to it. 

Then, Sir, 1 also suggest in this Bill to revive the system of plural 
voting — a system which was in vogue in Calcutta and which worked 
very smoothly — a system under which there was no corr^ptio^ what- 
e>ver in the municipality of Calcutta. (Question, queetioH-) I can 
assure you, Sir, — I was a member of the Corporation for 29 year? 
continuously, — that iu the municipal elections of Calcutta, so at 
the system of plural voting wa%,in vogue, there was no comiption what- 
ever, hut since the last election when the present system was introduoed 
there hav^ been corruption 
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m 9. M. CUNA: On a point of order, Sir. The hon’ble membei 
# tap^g of corruptions. Has he any substantial proof that corruptions 
ava l^een introduced since the present system has come into vogue 

Mr» PRESIDENT: You can contmdict him if you like. 

Ditell AMIILYA DHONE ADDY: If you ap]x>int a committee I shall 
le able to prove with facts and figures that there has been corruption. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please come to your objects and reasons. 

BNbll AMULYA DHONE ADDY: The system of plural voting 
btains in several parlff o4 tlie world — it obtains in Sweden, in South 
Lmerica, in Belgium and in Australia. 1 think a man who payf 
ts. 10^000 as rates and taxes should not l>e placed on the same footing 
s a man who pays only Its. 12 i)er aiitium. The former is likely to 
ike greater interest in the administration of the municipality than 
be latter. It has been alleged that there is a system of one man voting 
a the case of the liCgisU^ive (\miH‘il, hut T lM*g to submit that the 
5orj)oration is qifite different from the l^egislative (^oumdl. I have 
uggested the omission of section 151 l>ecause under that section vacant 
inds are liable to he tpxed notwithstanding the fact that no muniidpal 
srvices are rendered in res]u‘(‘^ of these lands. There is no such law 
1 any other part of the world. As I have l>een dircM'led to l)e very 
iort I resume my seat. 

The motion that leave he given to intrcMluce a Bill further to amend 
ie Calcutta Munhdpal Act, 192d, was then put and lost. 

Amkndmkm’s ok Standinu Ohiikhs. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved under the prf>viHo to Stand' 
Lg Order 0 (2), that the amendiuents of the Standing Orders as re]»orted 
y the Select Committee in February, I92(», lie continued. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the amendments, a^ 
(ported by the Select Committee, he taken into consideration. 

The motion w'as put and agreed to. 

« 

Stundiny <^rder 6 (7). 

•IIAH IyEO EMDADUL HAQ moved that — 

(f) iu line 3 of section 19 (/) on page 243 of the Bengal Ijegialative 
Council Manual, for the words ** any resolution " the follow- 
ing shall be subfitituted, naively: — 

** a question which haa not been anawered or a reaoluiion 
and 




46 AMENDMENTS OP STANDING OBDEBS. [12th Jvtr. 

(tV) iu line 5 and G ilnd, before the words such resolotioii " tht 
following? shall be inserted, namely:-* 

such question shall, if the member intimates in writing 
not less than Jifteen days before the commencement 
of the next session his desire to pi*oceed with the 
question, be cairied over for reply to the list of ques- 
tions for the next session and 
The motion was put and agreed to. 


Standing Order J2, last protiimo. 

8HAH 8YED EMOADUL HAQ moved that in Standing Order 12, 
last proviso (section 24 on page 245 of the Hengal T^egislative Oouncii 
Manual), for the word “ iM»stponed the words “ carried over ” shall 
be substituted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned Jill li v.u. oi/rhui sday, the 8th July 
192G, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



•f tiM Bengal L^istativa Oamioil awamblad unil«r tlia 
previsions of the Government of Imljo Aet. 

Tub Council met in the (^ouncil ('hamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 8th July, 1926. at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

The Hon^ble the Pl^ftyeiit (Kumak Shtb Siiekhabkhwak Ray) in 
the Chair, the four Hon’hle Meiulieiu of the Executive Countdl, and 
64 nomkiated and electe<l inciulx'tH. 


Starred Questioni 

(td whioh oral answers were given). 

Min%t^^wari. 

•1. Mr. TARIT BHUSAN ROY: (u) Will the IR.n’hle Member in 
charfre of the Poli<‘e Depariment lx* pleastnl to state 

(i) how many f/ooinUis have Ix^cn deull with and punished under 

the Presidency Aiea (Kiner^reiwy) Se<!urity Act; and 

(ii) what are their names and address's and what are the punish* 

ments which have Iwen inflicte<l uinm them by the 
authorities? 

(b) Is it a fat't that in the month of April or May last, one Mina 

Peshwari was broutrht to Lai lluzar by an Advocate of the Calcutta 
High Court? , 

(c) Is it a fact that the said Mina Peshwari eHca{>ed frrmi the 
police comiK)und at Lai Bazar by iM)inting a revolver to a jadice officer 
who attempted to arrest him? 

(d) Is Mina Peshwari still in Calcutta? 

(e) What is the uame of the Advocate? 

MCIiSE% in elMirg* of POLICE DEPARTMENT (Uw HoiPMo 

iir* Lo Birisp): (<r)(0 Lp to 30th June, 1926, 212 persons have been 

extemed under the Act. Four persons have been convicted and 

sentenced for breach of extemnieni orders. 

«* 

(ft) Oovemmeni are not prepared to publish their names. The 
sentences varied from 3 to 9 months’ rigoious imprisomnei^i. 
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(h), (c) an<l (e) Government are not prepared to publidii particulars 
about big conduct, which may hereafter be the subject-matter, o£^ 
judicial proceedings. 

{d) Mina Peshweri is not now^in Calcutta. 

Mr. A. C. BANERilEE. May I know, Sir, with regard to answer 
to {h), (c), and (c), whether the judicial proceedings referred to r^ate 
to those whi<‘h may be instituted by Government t>r by any public 
body P 



Mr, P, N, CUHA: In reply No. 1 {ii) it is said that Government 
are not picpare<] to publish their names. May I inquire whose names 
are leferred to? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (convicted persons. 


Railway oonneotiofi to ManikganJ. 

c 

•2. Mr. ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: {a) AVill the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Public Works (Railways) be pleased 
to state wbetber there is any proposal to establish a light railway from 
Ariclia to Manikgaiij town in Daeea? 

(b) If so, what have the Government decided to do in that connection? 
(r) Is tliere any possibility of the establishment of the said railway 
at an early date? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
[RAILWAYS] (the Hofi’bie Mr. 4. Donald): {a), (b) ami (r) A traffic 

survey of a railway l»etween l)ae<‘a and Aricha will very shortly be 
undertaken. Until this has l>een completed, no decision can be arrived 
at reganling the establishment of such a railway. 


Inland Staamar Companies. 

*S. Mr N. C. SEN: (a) Will the Ilon’ble Member in charge of 
the Marine Department l)e pleased to state whether a letter dated 
the 2(Hh February, 1926. written by Mr. I. B. Gupta of ftndsal, 
Secretary to the Standing Ckimmittee to look into the matter of arrmnge^ 
meats of the Steamship Companies, has reached the Geveniment? 

(6) If the reply to (ii) is in ^he affirmative, will the Hou’ble Member 
be pleased to state what action, if any, has been taken on it, and if 
no action ^as been taken, the reason tbmwfor? 
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and when was the Manipvri steamer sunreyed and by 

who#f 

' * 


MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon*hle 
Mr. 4 . lOomM): (a) Yes. * 

(h) The Agents were requested to state their views upon (he matter. 
They informed Government that reductions would W made in tlie fares 
for sl^rt voyages, which included (he run from Jhalakati to Kowkhali 
via the Bharani Ehal. 

A revision of the fares has l»een made and has taken elTtn't from 
the Ist July, 1926. ^ V 

(c) The S.S. Manipuri of the Bivers Steam Navii^ulion CoinjMiny 
was last surveyed in Calcutta on the 24th June, I92f>, hy the third 
Marine Surveyor to the Government of Bengal. 


OfVIcers of cortain thanas during Calcnitta riots. 

*4. Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y: Will the ffon’hh^ MemW in 
charge of the Police Bejiartmi^r he pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that w’hen the riots broke (uit the officers in charge of the Jora* 
sanko, Burrabazar, Jorabugan, Sukea Street and Bowbazar thunas were 
all Hindus? 

The Hon’ble Mr. L. BIRLEY: Yes. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: May I know if any of thew* Hindu officers 
by reason of their (^reed showod any Idas towards an\ particular 
community ? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Tliut (ti>c« not nriw- from llw orlpinni i|ii(wtion. 


Umtamd QuMtiom 

(i iiB iwr i to which were taid on the table). 

Anglo-lmNan in CMemmont Employment. 

BARTON: WiU the Hon’ble Member in charge of the 
Appointment Department be pleased to say whether it is a facl^ — 

(o) that Anglo-Indians in any of the departments administered * 
by the Government of Bengpl, have* at any time been dis- 
idaced by Indians to give effect to the scheme of Indtaniaa* 
tion of the Service since that scheme was inangu^rated, and 
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(h) that Anglo-Indians in the upper Subordinate grades hare at 
any tin^e during the same period been displaced by ooto- 
nanted Europeans ? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (NIC 
Hon’ble Mr. L. Birtoy): No Anglo-Indians have been removed from 
Government seivice in Bengal in order to make room for Indians or 
Europeans. ^ 


Khulna Ghat Steamer SJ^tian. 

2. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: (a) Will the fLon^hle 
Member in charge of the Marine Departnienf l)e pleased to state whether 
he is aw|irc? that seven or eight steamers leave Khulna Ohal station 
every day for ditferent places? 

(h) Is it a fact that there is no passenger shed at the said station, 
although a large number of passengers travel through this statiqn?, 

(c) Is it a fact that during the rains the passengers are greatly 
inconvenienced with their luggage, elc; , for want of a passenger shed? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of drawing 
the attention of the Steamer Companies to this matter as early as 
possible ? 

The Hon’bic Mr. 4. DONALD: {a) Yes. 

(h) to (//) The hon'ble memlier is referred to the reply given to 
question No, 2 asked by Maulvi Sayyed Sultan Ali on the 13th 
August, 11125. 


Lcbour Diiputet. 

« 

3. Mr, K. C. RAY OHAUDHURI; {a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in eliurge of the Department of (/t)uimerce be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(#) the numlier of Ibbour disputes affecting the jute mill industry 
which cM'curred btdweeti 1st of March and Slst of May 
1926; • 

(it) the number of mill-hands affected; and 
(ttf) the number of working days lost? 

(b) Have the Government ereceived any information about the 
causes of the strike at (0 Meghna lute Mill (Jagatdal) during the 
first week of March, (it) Anglo-Indian Jute Mill in last week of April 



QUESTIONS. 


m 

and ^ week of May, (iU) Indian Jute Mill. Serampore, in March, 
and (i») Gouripur Jute Mill in April, 1926? 

{e} tf the ^swer to (6) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be please<l to place on the table the information received? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the 

Hon'Mo Mr. J. Donald): («){,) Eleven ,li>.pute«. 

(n\ Approximately 17,267 hands. 

(iii) Approximately •■lJH,r)<S2 woikinp days. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Government aro^i^ pieparcfl to publish this infotmation for 
the reasons given in answer to unstancd ()uostion No. f) put by tlie 
meraber«on the 3rd Dei einbei, I!l2r). 


Taxation Committee Report. 

4. Babu AMlfLYA bsONE ADDY: {„) Will the Hon hie 

SteftTlier in charge of the Finance Ih'partineiit be pleased to state 
whether the Goveinuieiit have tnben any action for the reduction of 
taxes in accordance with the recTlnin/i’tidntions of the Indian Taxation 
Enquir^^ Committee!*' 

(h) If so, will the ITon'hle MenilHT Im* pleustvl to stale the taxes 
of this Province which the (ioveiiunent propos<> to reduce? 

MEMBER in charge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. 4 . Donald): (//) No The report of the Indian Taxation (^>in- 
mittee was suhiiiitted to the ( fovernment of India. The Government 
of Bengal are awaiting the iiisti uctions of that Governiiieiit l>efort‘ 
making a detailed exainiiiMtion of the piop<isals in the rejiort. 

(h) The question does not arise. 


Karnapur station on the Khutna^Bagerhat Railway. 

5« Babu HEM CHANDRA NASKER. (ft) Is the Ilon'ble MeinlKir 
in charge of the Department of Public Works (Itailways) aware that 
passMigers are inconvenienced for want of a female waiting-room at 
Karnapur station on the Khiilna-Bagerbat Railway? 

(b) Xre the Government consiilering the desirability of drawing the 
attention of the Eastern Bengal Railway authorities to this matter? 

The Mon*bl# Mr. d. OONALOs (a) un^ (h) Government have already 
drawn the attention of the Eastern Bengal Railway authorities to this 
matter. 
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Lmm tnfl^tiMriiig lenriot. 

•. BliHl HEM CHANDRA MASKER: (a) Will the JSoii’hle 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the officers in the lower subordinate grade of 
the Department of Irrigation are not promoted to the subordinate 
grade ? 

(h) Is it a fact that in case of a vacancy in the subordinate grade 
it is generally filled up by outsiders in spite of the departmental 
ie(!OTnTnendution for appointments fiom the lower grade subordinate 
staff 

(r) If the answers to (a) and {h) are in the affirmative, are the 
(loverninent considering the desirability of inquiring into this matter? 

member in oharge of DEPARTMENT OF IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble Maharaia Kshaimlsii Chandra Ray Bahadur of Nadia): 

(a) rroinotion to the subordinate engineering service is restricted to 
those lower MulM)rdiuate8 who are considered fit in 'all respects. . 

(h) When no lower subordinate is considered suitable for promo- 
tion, apiK)intments are made from c utsfile. 

(c) No. 


Tally’s Nala. 

7. Bahu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: {a) Das the attention of the 
Hon'hle MeinWr in charge of the DepaHment of Irrigation been drawn 
to the depression of trade in the Southern Suburbs of Calcutta due to 
the gradual silting up of the Tolly’s Nala and to the closure of the 
said nala to boat-traffic from and to the Bidyadhari river? 

(b) If HO, will the Hon’ hie Member l>e pleased to state what steps 
ai'e proposed to Iw taken for the re-excavation of the said nala and its 
o|)ening to boat-traffic? 

Tha Hon’ble Moliv«|« KSHAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY BaluMliir 
of Nodio: (a) No; the^V has not l)een any falling off of the traffic in 
the Tolly’s Nala. 

(h) Silt clearance from the bed of the Tolly’s Nala Mbs been 
carried out from time to time as considered neceasary. I have already 
atated, in the reply given to the unstarred question 8 (a) put by the 
member in the Iiegisletive Council meeting on Hlth Auguiit, 1825^ that 
Government does hot intend To reopen the connection of Tolly's Naim 
with the Bidyadhari river. 
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Camitiat cliiHiig OitaitU lltots. 

& HadUi Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVIi Will the 
Hon^ble Member in cluirge of the l^lice Department l»e pleaeed to 
lay on the table a statement of the total casualties among Mussalmanii 
and Hindus^ respectively, and the localities where the casualties 
occurred during the recent riots in Calcutta from the 2nd of April to 
the end of May last, in the following form: — 

(/) deaths; 

(n) grievous and a^i^us injuries; and 

(Hi) other injuries? 

• 

Tlw Hon’ble Mr. L. BIRLEY: No record was kf*pt of the exact 
localities where casualties occurred, nor <^)uld it have l)een, lu^caum* in 
many cases the only fact known is that the injured (H^rson np}>eared at 
a hospital. The records qf the nuinl>ers of }M»rsons injured include 
gnl^^ those whose injuries were so serious us to warrant admission to 
hospital. It is therefore im{M)ssible to give figures for slight injuries. 



Deaths: Hindus. 54; Muhammadans, 50. 

Persons injured; Hindus. 4fl0; Muhammudans, 451. 


Arrests uniler the Presldeiioy Aree (Emergeney) Security Aot, 

S. SHAH SYED EMOADUL HAQs (a) Will the Hon'hle Member 
in charge of the Police Deptirtment Ik* pleased to lay on the table a 
atatement showing since the jmssing of the l^resideiicy Area (Kmer* 
gency) Security A< t up to the present time — 

• 

(0 the numlH‘r of persons arivsted under the Act in the Pri»si- 
deiicy Area, showing Imth Hindus and Muhammadans 
se()arute]y ; 

(u) the number of persons turned out of the Presidency Area; 

(Hi) the number of persons release<l, if any; 

th% numlier of persons sentenced for offences against the Act ; 
and 

(r) the numl»er of cases pending at the present time? 

(6) If it is found that the number of the arrested Muhammadans 
u greater tbau that of the Hmdua,*wiU the Hon’ble Member be 
pleaaed to show the cauae thereof, if mjrf 
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, TIm H<Nl%ie Mr, L. 8IRLEY: (a) (i) Arrests are not made under 
the Act Except for breaches of orders of extemment. Twelve persons 
have been so arrested up to the 30th of June, 1036, vis., lO'Bindus 
and 3 Muhammadans. 

(ii) Eighty persons, up to B^th June. 

(Hi) None. 

(iv) Four persons, up to 30th June. 

(?;) Cases of 8 persons, up to 30th June. 

(h) Does not arise. 


Proposed Board of Sooondary Education. 

10. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Education l)e pleased to state — 

V 

(rt) Whether it is a fa<*t that the (lovernment have sent to^thp 
(Mculta University the draft of a Bill for creating a Board 
of Secondary Edm-ation m Bengal?. 

t ^ 

(h) Whether Government have suggested abolishing the Board 
of Sectmdary Education at Dacca if the proposed Board be 
eslahlished ? 

(c) W^en do Government pro|)ose to introduce a Bill in the liegis- 
lative (hnincil for crcmting a Board of Secondary Education? 

MEMBER in olivge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
HOfl'Mo Mr. fl. Doniid). (a) No; certain ]irop<>sals have been made 
to the University. 

(b) No. 

(c) No decision has l»eeii reached. 


Alleged looUrig of Reiman Lane ‘^buslee.** 

11. Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Meml^r 
in chaJgc of the Police Department be pleased to state wbelbcr it is a 
fact that the llamxan l^ane bustee (Jorahagan lhana) wtfi loe^efl by 
the Hindus after the cessation of the recent C^cutta riots? 

(h) If so, what is the date of the loot? 

Ttie Honnrte Mr. L.^ilRLEY: (a) It is not a fact. 

(h) The question does apt arise. 
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(on iMUirs of gonoraf HMio kitoroil). 

Thr following motions were called but not movwl : — 

Moulvi SAYEDUL HOQUEs This Council recommends to the 
Government that imme<liate itejm taken to oi>eu and provide for a 
tef'hnical and >^*ati onaj institution at Dacca, beginning a*ith classes 
imparting leswins (bolf^theoretical and practical) in the tanning 
industry.’* 

Maulwi A8IMUD0IN AHAMAD to move, by way of amendment, 
that in the als)ve motion ff>r the words “ lieginning wjth classes 
imparting lessons (both theoretical and practical) in the tanning 

industry *’ the foilwing ho substituted, namely: — 

• 

“ and that u Committee consisting of the following inemWrs be 
formed to prepare a wjieme for^ the purjM»se and to submit the same 
within three months from the^ daW of the passing of this resolution 
and that the nuniWr of meml)ws whwe presenee shall In* necessary to 
form a quorum shall Ik* five : - 

1. Mr. .1. H. Lindsay i 

2. Mr. K. F. Oaten; 

if. The Viee-(’haneellor, Dacca University; 

4. Mr. A. F. Uahman; 

5. Mr. Kiran Sankar Iloy; 

6. Maulvi Abdiir Raschid Khan; 

7. Maulvi Md. Nurul Huq Chaudhury; 

8. llahu Naliniriftijan Sarker; 

9. Maulvi *Saye<lul Hotjue; and 

10. Mr. Nirmal (’handra Chunder.” 


AfifioifitiiNiiit of • OMnmittM to iiM|iiiri inU tli« aifiiiinlitratiofi ¥ tli8 
C al mtU Miot. 

Mr. H. t. tUMIlAWAROYi I move that this Cotmcil recommends 
to the Government that a cKimroittei^ of inquiry, consisting of two 
Oovemment offiidals nominated by the Government, and the following 
Bon^ctals, #tth a non-official Chairiiiaii; be appointed to itiqaire into 

5a 
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the adminifttihtion of the Calcutta Police and to suggest ways 1^4 
means for increasing its efficiency and decreasing the cost: — 


{a) Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy; 

(b) Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri; 

(r) Dr. Prainathanath Banerjea; and 
(d) the mover. 


Wheai I speak on the resolution, my speech will naturally fall 
into three parts. One will deal with the administration of the 
Calcutta Police, the other will refer to its efficiency, and the third 
will deal with its <mt. With regard to the personnel, I may say at 
the outset that if Govenmient are prepared to accept the resolution 
that a committee of iurjuiry l)e appointed, I would like to leave the 
personnel entirely to Goveniment, and they may appoint any one 
on the commitU^e who they think will be able to place before them 
a reffMul such as they may rely ujam and may be able to act up to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: How can that l>e done if this piotion . )be 
carried? You must confine your remarks to this motion. 

Mr, H. $• SUHRAWARDY: }, am only making this suggestion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You must confiuc your remarks noi/ to the 
subject-matter of the rewdution. 


Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: That is s<>. 1 shall confine myself 
to the resolution, but 1 was [)ointiug out that it was open to the 
Government either U> tt<Tept it, rejet-t it, or modify it. They may 
act up to it or not, but if they find that it is the desire of the House 
that a (jomraittee of inquiry should be appointed, they may appoint 
anybcKly they think would l>est suit for the pur|K)ses of the resolution. 

When 1 first tabled this resolution, and that was nearly a year 
ago, the reasons which lutuated me then were somewhat different 
from the reasons which I shall urge to-day for the acceptance of the 
Council. In those days the t'oiutition of the jwlice, particularly the 
administration of the north of Calcutta, left much Ut be desired. We, 
who live in Calcutta, were entirely at the mercy of the goondas. 
There were c(K'aiue dens galoiv, gambling dens, auctiem dens, where 
]>erfMms who cuiiu^ to puirhase goods weie robbed right and left and 
they were done away with if they ci-eated any noise. The ex^/Qtiona 
of the traffic i>olice and the river }Kdiee had mmle the Calcutta 
Police a hye-wonl in the annals of jiolice adminisiratiem. These, 
fortunately, <lo noi exist at the present moment, and I feel perfectly 
sure that, under the alje administration of Mr. Hunt, there is little 
likeUhoo<l of a nM uirence of those evils which made life in Calcutta 
scarcely worth living. To-day^ however, the administration suffers on 



mmimiom. 


m 


fuisealpi of tof^*heiivine«it. Wo fiml that ihoro are a very lw|pa 
• ouinh^ of supericir officers who are plai'ed in charge of uauni)orteut 
departihents. If 1 am not miMtakeik, there an^ six Deputy Commie- 
sionert, and about 14 or 16 or 20 Assistant Commtssiimere — the figures 
var^ at'cording to the WHiuirements «ff the jH>Iice and the exigencies 
of the department to manage the few thanas in Calcutta. It is 
necessary, therefore, that we should sec whether it ts essential that 
there should Ik* so many superior otticers in the (’alcutta Police, If 
we come to the rank of luHjiectors and Sul>-lns|>ectors, we find there 
a deficiency in the administrative capacity on luvount 1 must frankly 
8ay-~of the disparity in numhers between Hindu and Muhammadan offi- 
cers, When we come t?P^le constahles we find precisely tlm same thing — 
a large number of Hindus and a small numlM*r of Muhammadaiia - 
and tie* result is that the interests of Muhummaduus in the town of 
Calcutta suffer <‘onsiderably. Now, Sir, as you know very well my 
views with regard to |H)liticK, I wtmld never have raised this question 
had it not been for the fa<*t (hat these riots hail bmu^\ home to 


us that in order that th^ IKilice may l»e efficient in Calcutta, there 
mast Ik* a strouft leave* n of Muhaiiunudan oiHcei’s us well as Muham- 
mailan constables iu (hi* sen* ice. I do not know whether it is necrui- 
sary for me to place elalK>rate#facts and figures Wore the ('ouncil. 
It is well know’n, if wc consider Hie Ht*cond |Mirtion of the riots, that 
the casualties amongst the Muliaiiniiadans were far greater than tho«M» 
amongst the Hindus, and on one day, so far ns 1 remeinlier, ten 
Muhammadans were killed witlmrut there being a single (casualty 
amongst the Hindus. I do not say that liccause so many Miiham- 
mudans wen* killed, an equal iiunilier of Hindus ought to have been 
killed. What has Wen the result of this? The result of it has been 
that more Muhammadan shops have Ikkmi liKited practically all the 
shops between Harrison Hoad and .lorulmgan (\mrt I particularly 
refer to the shops at Khengraputty, alKiui which an honourable mention 
was made in a communique issued by (lovernnicni. 1 did go and 
state to the Commissioner of Police that the shops of the Muham- 
madans were looteil — 


Mr. PRESIDENT: A re you offering a iiersonal explanation or 
speaking on the resolution? 

Mr. H* S« tUHRAWARDY: In order I may explain the 
object of my resolution, I have to offer a iiersonal explanation. 

m • 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But you must also consider its relevancy at 
vrell. 


Mr. H« E. tUHRAWARDY: I was very^ glad to find that there 
wat no evidence that the police and ^he soldiers had looted the shops 
at Khengraputty. It was stated in the amonuni^u^f however, that 
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gome evidence was offered by me at the time. * This is not true, 
becauae Kheugraputty 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order! I cannot allow you to go on like 
this. You niuat gpetik on the reeelution. 

Mr, H. 8. SUHRAWAROY: 1 was speaking on the resolution 
and was referring to the shops at Khengraputty. There was one parti- 
cular shop at Khengraputty —and in the eoinnmniquS although it was 
mentioned — — - 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is the relevancy"' this to your resolu- 
tion P 

Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY. Because it will show the efficiency of 
the police! There were six shops looted in Khengrraputty, but the 
information ^ven t4) Government was that only two were looted, and 
this shows that the police, at any rate, those who supplied the Gov- 
ernment with that information are not effici^t and dp not know their 
buHinesH. I will not refer any more to that rominuniqxd^ hut I i^ll 
I)oint (Kit the difference that there was between the way in which the 
Muhaininadan off'endei's and Hindu offer lers were treated. Coming to 
the shops at Khengraputty, they were the biggest jdaces of business 
in (Calcutta, their goods were giKals that were sold thmughout Calcutta. 
The loot lasted at least three days; I had lieen there on two occasions, 
and on the w'cond (K*casion I found more shops had Wn looted and 
the whob^ ])luce was littered with cases of gixMls. There was a safe 
which was taken out of one of the sho]>s and bniken open and lying 
there for three whole days without being removed. The safe is still 
lying there. The shopkeeiKUs state that goods worth at least Rs. 4 
to Its. 6 lakhs have been taken away from there from time to time. 
Hardly a single person has lieen sent up for that offence; it is only 
very lately that a man has been sent up. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that case you should not mention that 
matter at all. 

Mr. H, S. SUHRAWARDY: One man w'os sent up, but I do not say 
that he is guilty. Look to the looting of a shop in Eden 
Hospital ll(»ad, at the junction of Eden Hospital Road and CeuUal 
Avenue; that shop was looted on Friday, the 2nd April, M ^bout 
11 o’clock. I happened to be passing by that place; I went to the 
shotv-~-it was a Hindu shop— and I stopped the looting. For that 
offence 14 persons were sent up by the police. 

Mr« PRESIDENT: Order, order! The matter must be suh judioe 
and you cannot refer to that. 
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Mf# H. 8* iUHIIAWARDYl No. The mstter is not suh ;Wtce; 
the 6i8e has been decided. Fouxieen persons were sent up on a charge 
of dao^ty to the High Court Sessions in Calcutta and they were found 
not guilty of dacoity or rioting, hut they were found guilty under 
section 411 for being in ix>s»eiwion of%tolen property, some portion of 
which was recovered, and the sentence passeil on them is 2 years 
8 months’ imprisonment. For pre<‘i«ely the same offence the Hindu 
offenders had not had the honour of ap[)earing at the Sessions Court 
in Calcutta and their punishment hmi l»eeu for a fortnight or for a 
month and sometimes a fine of Us. 15 or Us. 20. 


Mr. PRESIDENTnat what are you driving at ? Are you casting 
a reflection upon the judiciary? 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y: No, no. 


Mr. PRESIDENT. But that is what it aiiioiints to. Ydu must be 
relevant in your argument^. 

• • * 

Mr. M. 8. SUHRAWARDY: The relevancy of my argument is 
that the Hindus were clmrged with slight <iffeiu*eH. 

^ • 

Bibu DEBI PR08AD KHAITANs May 1 rise to u point of order? 
How does Mr. Suhiawardy suggest that the j»oIice are responsible for 
the amount of punishment which the judiciary dealt to the Muham* 
madan a(;cus(‘d? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: What is ytmr point of order? You cannot 
make a long speech. 

BabM DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Mr. Snhrawardy moves a resolu- 
tion recommending an inquiry into the conduct of the iK>li<re, but how 
does he suggest- — 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: 1 appreciate the tH>int. The reason 
why I raised the point was that an offence under set iion 411 is not of 
a type to go to the Court of Sessions, but ))e(»ple were sent up on 
charges of dacoity and rioting, which are triable in a Court of Sessions, 
and obviously a much heavier punishment was inflicted on ibem. 
Tbk happened only in a shop the owner of which admitte<l that goods 
worth 1^. 2,000 had been stolen from that shop. Can it be denied 
that the number of murders of Himius and Muhammadans have been 
the same or very nearly ibe same? Again, I do not wish to say ibat 
because a large number of Muhammadans have been sent up to the 
Sewions on chiuges of murder, that 1 would like to see Hindus being 
sent up for murders, too, because my view is that in most eases 
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innocent person* have been arrested and sent up, and I feel perfectly 
sure that that if the Hindus harl been similarly arrested and sent 
up, they would have been found as innocent as the Muhamnfadans, 
although certain courts have decided that the Muhammadans sent up 
were guilty. * 

. Now let me place before you certain facts and figures which will 
show you how leniently the Hindus have been treated by Hindu 
officers and how they have not been arrested by Hindu officers in their 
various jurisdictions, and how the Muhammadans have been arrested 
from time to time, even for slight offences. I will have to place these 
before you a little bit in detail, although I cannot place all the informa- 
tion I have with me, but they are at the (^posal of anybody who 
cares to avail himscdf of them fmm me. The figures will speak for 
themselves. These figures weit* collected by me when the Council 
sat on the lust (X'casion and I can only give them as they stood at 
that time. ^ The figures will show that the Muhammmlans have been 
sent up not only for serious oft‘en<*es under sections 5102 and 804, but 
also on slight and minor (»ffences, while th^p nindiis have been sent 
up only on minor oft‘e!ic‘es such us of being in possession of stolen pros* 
perty or possession of property alleged to have been stolen. The 
figures, I think, will spt*ak for themsehes^ and ^ill make anyone aghast 
to see the differential treatment that ^nas Wen Dieted ont to the Muham- 
madans by the (^alcutta Police. 

l^et me place the figures before you. They were 82 cases under 
sections 143, 145, 147, 148 and 188, in which there were 889 Muham- 
madans and 7ii Hindus charged under sections 880 and 1 14, Indian Penal 
Code, there w'ere 17 cases — 10 Muhammadans, 44 Hindns; for receiving 
stolen property and dacoity under sections 441, 895, 7 cases — 81 Muham- 
madans and 10 Hindus; 9 murder cases under section 802, Indian Penal 
C-ode — 09 Muhaminailans; and 2 cttse.s against one Hindu subsequently 
discharged by the Deputy Commissioner himself; for grievous hurt 
there wen* 4 cast*s against 5 Hindus and 8 (‘ases against 9 Muham- 
madans. You ('un see how in murder charges as many as 69 Muham- 
madans w'ere sent up, while only one Hindu was 'sent up. Afterwards 
one Hindu was seut up who was trie<l at the Court of Sessions and 
acquitted. This is in exclusion of the Garhjmr riot case where 8 
Bengali Hindus were sent up for being in possession of firearms and 
manslaughter. 

Now, if we look at the records at the Jorabagan thana, I think that 
out of 42 shops in that thana belonging to Muhammadans, «35 jeia 
looted. We soArcely find any case sent up against them. While, if 
we look to what ha^ been done by the Bowbaxar thana, where a murder 
was committed — t)ogra Gully (Phear lane) — we find that as many as 
150 persons were sent up to the Court for dacoity and ihtee raids 
oommitted on house property there. Even now the officers there are 
bent upon sending up Muhammadan after Muhammadan under the 
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Seciirily Act. Ijet me tell you Uow the Security Act in being admin- 
ieterad. We }>a»ged this Act the other day lor the pur|>os© of proceed- 
ing fi^inst persons who wei^ actually engaged in an offence with 
weapons or it was supiK)8ed or feared that they would be so engaged. 
What will you say of i>ersons having^been sent up from places where 
no riot had ever taken place or any offence (‘oromitte*! during the 
course of the riots? I may also allude to a case in which a man was 
sent up, hut wdio had committed no offence. 1 may also make mention 
of a aise in Paikpnra, and if the lloii’hle Meml)er in chaige would like 
to have particulars regarding it, I can give them to him. I it*fer to 
a. Hindu shop there wh ich was not looted, hut some Muhammadans 
simply spilt some rice^SJb^/d/ in that shop. The muhaladars came tt> file 
shop and turned tliem away, and just then the jsdice appiuiriHl and 
arrestthl those who were respe<‘tahle Muhammadatis ol that Iwuility. 
In this connection I may say that the Marwari gentleman whose shop 
was looted and who had seen the wliole affair w'ith his own eyes could 
not liear it ; and so he came to me and said that he wumld lite to make 
a sta^tement iH-fore the iKiUce that those ikmhoiih who had Ihhmi arrested 
• h«d nothing whlitever to do with it and were iierfectly innocent and 
they might lie led go. He did make that statement liefore the lK*puty 
Commissioner of Police* and ^Klse men were dischargtsl. Would you 
believe, Sir, that ulthougli no rieft took place, one of these men has 
since lieen arrested, the charge against him being that he had a knife 
in hand when the pcdice came. I can multiply innumerahle examples 
like these. These cases were brought against iieople under the Sec urity 
Act— people, most of whom were illiterate and knew nothing what- 
ever of the Act or their rights under the* Act, wdiether the\ had ever 
the ehancie of making any representation to Government. The paperi 
were placed liefore the Deputy tVimmissioner of Police and 1 do not 
know what sort of in<|uiry was made, hut orders were i>aMsp<l*agaiiiKl 
fhem and they w'ere sent aw'ay. As I have already said, Sir, I can cite 
innumerable cases like this. The sacking of huxtecM in Parsihagan, 
where 150 Muhammadan houses were broken o|»en and loottsl; in Sahel)- 
hagan, in Muniktala,* where a moBc|ue was entered into by the jadice; 
in Taltola, in Teretibazar, and Dogra Gully, in Girins Habu‘s Lane— all 
those could lie cited and placed liefore the House, and they would 
satistied that there was hardly any ground for, the action, the very 
drastic action, the very cruel, oppressive action, which the jadice took 
in these cases. The objec:t of these remarks of mine is merely this: 
ihakfctheae riots have home home to every fair-minded man that in order 
that justice may be done lietween party and party, there must be a 
stronger and better leaven of Muhammadans in the Calcutta Police 
than Hiere is at present. 

That justice may be done between party jind party there must be 
a stronger leaven— a better leaven— ol Muhammadans in the Calcutta 
Police than there is at the prosent moment. II this is not done the 
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feeling will get about — as the feeling has got about now — that the 
police are prepared — 1 am only speaking of the Hindu police officers 
and I am far from making any charges against the European •police 
officers^ who, I must say, have in this respect shown the utmost fair- 
ness and impartiality — to be oppressive on the Muhammadans. I must 
also plead guilty to one thing, namely, that the iwlice officers — the 
sergeants — of the Calcutta Police against whom, Sir, you and I once 
used to l>e extremely bitter, proved themselves to be true i>oli(te officers 
during these riots. There have been one or two instances where Ibere 
has been dereliction of duty, hut I am perfectly certain — and I can say 
on behalf of the Muhammadans and on Iwhalf of those who have 
suffeied at the liands of the iK)lice— that had it iffJf been for the Euroj)ean 
sergeants, the condition of Muhammadans would have l)een very bad in 
Calcutta. In one parti (uilar instance, Sir, 1 know for mysidf in a certain 
house which is in Meckualmxar Street, there was a certain gentle- 
man — a Peshwari — who was so severely htniten by some constables that 
if the next* five or six hifhi blows had fallen upon him, it would have 
ended him; hut just then a stMgcaiit rushed*into the mom and saved 
the man’s life. There have been inmimerahle instances like this, and • 
if the ixdice — if (Government — are really anxious to know how the 
police lu^haved during tlu* course of thesg riots,* tlie best jH^rsons — and 
the i>ersoiis who can Ik* said to l>e fi^r — are the st^rgeants, from whom 
(Government can get the rejmrts; and T think that (Government will 
sui»pori me in the contention whi<*h I have ])luc4sl In^fore tluun. Now 
if we accept this proiK>sition that if there is no fair pnjjwjrtiou of 
Hindu and Muhammadan jadice officers, in the Calcutta Politic, the 
feeling is likely to get about that the police are out to look after the 
interests of the Hindus in ('alcutta iiiid to suppiess the Muhammadans 
in the various localities. As it is, the hmtrc.s in Mechuahazar, in 
Pursilmffau, in Kalalmgan, aie denuded of more than half of their 
Muhammadan inhabitants, — and mi)st of them have left this place, — 
and if this goes on, then, 1 think, that this city will not he worth living 
for Muhammadans. It may please the Hindus that so many Muham- 
madans have left thivS city — and they may do whatever they like — it may 
please them, be<niuse to many at any rate all Muhammadans are 
1 can show them that the i>oorer ()eo[>le who live in these 
bustw^s, although they are not so rich as my Hindu friends, are 

Mr. P. N. GUHA: Mdy I rise to a point of order, Sir? Why are 
the Hindus being geneiwlly attacked and why also the Hin^u ^geae 
for what they are writing and saying? 

Mr. H. t. tUHRAWARDYl I think it is very difficult to keep to 
the point and one is bound to be a little irrelevant sometimes in oi^er 
to press home the point he is making. Now, so far as this propoeition 
is concerned, 1 think the Hon’ide Member will agree with me that 
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thef# is urgent necessity for a better proportion of Muhammadan 
offioM in the Calcutta Police. Now, I am told that good Muhammadan 
officerl are not available. I desire to repudiate that charge, for I know 
it for certain that whenever there is any vacancy announced in the 
papers, a very large number of Miihaiimadans apj)ly. I have practical 
experience of it. My connection with the ()or}H)ration has shown that 
sbo'uld there be only four vacan*M<*H advertiseil, more than two 
thousand Muhammadan applicants c'ome forward to apply for tliose 
posts. And therefore if you are really keen on taking in Muhammadan 
officers, I have not the least doubt that Muhammadan offieeix will l>e 
forthcoming; and I do not know how elsc> 1 can tonvince the Hoit*hle 
Member almut it, hnP^Shall certainly Is* glad — and I think many c»f 
us will be glad — to render what little service we can to (rovernmeiit 
in thi% connection. In this connec^tion 1 might say tiuit there is a 
legitimate grievaiu'e amongst the Mulinmniadaiis lu*re in regard to the 
administration of the (’alcutta Polic^e, for I could cite innumerable 
instances, and place them before the (lovernment or l^efort* any com- 
mittee of iii(|uiry, of Mulaimmaduii offic ers who have l»c»eii HUi>erseded. 
•h might also adcf that whenever we have got round and coiiiplaincMl, a*e 
have lieen told tliat (Government could met appoint Assistant ('ommis- 

sioners from Muhainmtfdan o^jjic?*rs 

[The ineinlM‘r having reached his time-limit was uskecl by the 
Hoirhle the President to bring bis rcunarks to a close. | 


Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 sbull finish in u few minutes. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 cun give* you one minute more, just to finish 
the sentence. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: and thaf Muhammudau 

officers are not fit foi- superior graders. They are passed over and 
others, who are l)elc>w them, are placed almve them. 

[At this stage Shah Syed Kmdudul Haej wanted U> move his motion, 
No. 4.] 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Have you got the consent <»f all the members 
named in your motion 

[Shah Syed Kmdadul Haq explained that he had received the con- 
sent of only one member. \ ’ 

Mr. PRESIDENTS In that case 1 cannot allow you to move the 
amendmeul. 1 disallow it. 

Mr. P. N. QUHAs I am not one of those who have very great 
confidence in the administration of Jhe Calcutta Police; therefore, I 
thought that some good might come out of an inquiry which has bemi 
suggeited by my firiend, the mover of the resolution. For this reason 
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I thought of supporting the first part of my friend’s resolution. But 
the speech that has been delivered by my friend was nothing but a 
hymn of hate, as Sir Hugh Stephension once said, against the*Hindu 
police of Calcutta in particular and against the Hindus in general. 
Mr. Suhrawardy has not concd^led the fact that the object of his 
inquiry is to detjrease the number of Hindu oflicers in the police force 
and to increase the number of Muhammadans in proportion. Well, 
Sir, that is an object with which I have every syniftathy, but then I, 
as a Hindu, cannot let this charge go unchallenged—that the ftindu 
officers, simply because they are Hindus, oppressed the Mussalmans. 
Mr. Suhrawanly has mentioned several instances. I was not so close- 
ly (ionnected with the riots as he was and, tififefore, I have nut got 
the figures, but Hie whole point is that his attu(rk is not against the 
administration of the (Calcutta Poli<*e, as r^rried out by the CeJmmis- 
sioner of Police, hut only against the Hindu officers of the Calcutta 
Police force. He has made it perfectly ck^ar that the Euro|>ean 
element has been doing its work admirably well. At the outset he 
did not forget to mention that Mr. Hunt,^ who was placed over a 
Hindu police officer, was sure to do better in the fiorthern quarter- 
of the town ; and at the conclusion he has paid a eulogy to the 
sergeants. 1 do not grudge the gcHni luck of the Kiiroiieans, but 1 
must say that his attack on the lliifilu police in particular and on the 
Himlus in general in that connection was notlnng but absolutely 
coinniunal and I strongly pr(>lest against the resolution wliich has been 
actuated by comuiuiml bias. I ve?y strongly resent tlje haired which 
has been displayed by the mover against my <‘ommunitv. 

Sir ABD-UR RAHIM S Mr. President, I support the main portion 
of the resolution, namely, that (lovernment should ludd an inquiiy 
into the poliiM* administration of ('oleuita, and in doing so I am 
fully conscious of my responsibility. I for one can never lx* charged 
by any one that I d<) m>t want a strong (lovernment, and 1 know 
full well that you cannot have a strong (lovernment without the presence 
of a strong police dejautment. Because 1 am*a l)eliever in strong 
Ot>verument— a (lovernment that is able to keep peace and tranquillity 
and U) deal with oflenders of all communities with firmness and im- 
partittlity—thai is why 1 am sup|M>rting this motion for an inquiry. 
Sir, it is W'ell known to every one — certainly to (lovernment — what 
difficulties Government hhve had to experience time after time in this 
Council when any demand was bnmght up for the imlice, especially 
the Calcutta Police, Is it not a fact that they cannot put forward 
schemes for improvement without thinking ten times how the Council 
will take iif li e|innot be denied that somehow or other the public 
do not reganl the police administration as efficient— -it is certainly 
not popular— and Government ofight to have a prf>per public inquiry. 

I should like all those difficulties which Ooveniment experience tram 
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time disappear and I believe that there is a good case for 
inqrdiy. I am not going to lay any charge or to make any insinoa* 
tion atrainst any individual officer and I should be the last person to 
do anything of that sort. I know there ore many worthy officers and 
men in the Calcutta Police force, bu^that is not the point. There is 
something in the organisation, something in the composition, some- 
thing in the working of the fone that does not appeal to the Calcutta 
public. If that was the state of things before the riots, surely the 
terrible communal riots that we have witnesse<l in Calcutta have 


raised prblems which re<]uire considerable readjustment of the 
CalcAitta Police force^Tf any one denies that, then I must say that 
he is ignoniiit of how tlWngs stand. 


As for the nature of the fight, it could not have been more bnital — 
more fierce — more inhuman, and 1 am indeed sure that, exeept during 
the war, the nature of injuries that were inflirted during the recent 
riots far exceeded in brutality anything that happens in an ordinary 
fracas. What does that sIhjwV It shows that whatever the reasons, 
there is a mass of intense^' had and bitter feeling between sections of 
•“th4 two communities mit only here but als(» as a matter of fact 
throughout the length and breadth of India. It is a prcdilem that has 
been faring India for some time lyid no eities in India ean fail to be 
fully prepared for such emergeneies. I say on the faets— apparent 
and obvious facts- with all the emphasis that T can command, that 
it cannot W said that the present organisation of the Culeutta Police 
force is ade(niate t(» meet such a calamity as Calcutta has recently 
W’itnessed. These ?*iots went on for over a mtmth in the very heart 
of Calcutta, in spite of all the resmirees w^hich were at the command 
of Oovemnient to cope with it. I am sure that the whole civilised 
world must have looked aghast at what w-ns going on. In fact, these 
riots were at least brought under control. Do yem think that the 
fighting elenients changed their natures at onceP ]^o. Something 
was w^anting in the anangement that was made at first. Considering 
that the riots went ni^ with unabated fnr>' and brutality and for such 
length of time, surely. Sir, it is a matter of very seiifius considera- 
tion why thev were not brought under control much earlier. Was it 
because the f<»rces that were ultimately employed were not employed 
in the beginning? I sny. Sir, this is a very serious fjuestion. 

Another question is; Was this riot fortuitims and accidental? No 
one with a bit of common sense ran sav that it w'as so. It has been 
going^^n^or years — this communal fighting — all over India, and the 
nature of the riots that took place in Calcutta on both the occasiems 
showed that they could not have been accidental. There must have 
been organisation — there must have been preparation behind if. Then 
I oak what was the police — the InteHigence Branch of it^doing all 
the time? Surely it either did not know its business or it did not 
supply the information to Government which it ought to have done, 
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or the Oovemment did not understand the Talue of its report. If 
there were preparations — if there were organisations — why the police 
failed entirely to deal with them. I hare already asked for a* public 
inquiry into what has been going on, but I am sorry to find that Gov- 
ernment has paid no heed to^it. Then, Sir, it is said, and said 
publicly, that there is a section of rich people living in Barabasar — I 
mean the Marwari community — who are complaining that they can- 
not protect themwlves, their wealth, their personal liberty-^heir 
l>ersons and even the very honour of their womanhood — because of the 
IcKMil bful characters. They allege that they have been obliged to 
keep in their employ a number of dnrwa/ns~^Y^n imported from up- 
c^mntry — for their proteetion, that is to sayrfne police are powerless 
to protect these rich Marwaris of Calcutta and so they have to hire 
these up-country men for their protection. I ask you, Sir, * in all 
seriousness, is that regular? T ask, is it right that, in order to meet 
certain lo^^al bad characters, these men must he allowed to import 
other had characters from outside? 

Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: I am sure Sh* Ahd-ur Rahipv 
has (hirwariA in his employ — men imjwrted from up-country? 

Sir ABD.UR RAHIM: T do n^at iifiport any f/oondm. There are 
rich men who are financing the whole organisation. [Question.] If 
that is so, then, Sir, it raises a very serious question. Then what 
about the incidents of the riot? Is it not a fact that complaints have 
been made by hundreds of Muhammadans that certain parts of 
Calcutta were 


TIm Mr. d. DONALD: Is the n^ohition under discussion 

No. 43 or No. 3? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I am sorry I could not follow you. 

Sir ABO*UR RAHIM; The subject under discussion is No. 3. 
Surely, Sir, the police admin istrat ion of Calcu\ta has manifested its 
inefficiency during the n*cent riots, [A voice: It is quite irreleran^^] 
If that is not relevant, what is relevant? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please go on. 

a 

Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: B'or illustration, one morning I received a 
telephonic message from an hon’hle member of this House ihe^* three 
dead bodies were lying near about his office in Burra Baser and that 
there was no policemen even to remove them. Then, I *phoned to the 
police headquarters Jiiid bad them removed. Sir, that portion of the 
city was left practically unpni^erted and unpatrolled with the r^nlt 
that many innocent passers-by fell easy victims to these hired neeae- 
sins’ knives and Intbies (a voice only Muhammadans). 
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Sh, Mr. Suhrawardy has (rivan yoa fiifarea m far aa ioTeeitiftatun 
is oOi^rned. I bave been trying to get figures both as regards the 
serinusVharges and other minor charges which ended in fines of 5 or 10. 
I know hundreds of Hindus have been sent up for trial on merely 
minor charges but you will find froifi the list of casualties that the 
number of Hindus and Muhammadans M^rding to the Police figures 
is about equal profwrtion a little more on one side or the other. And 
what do we find? Among the serious cases that are sent up for trial, 
the cases against Hindus are far fewer and hardly any case of murder 
against any of them. If that lie so. how did the fifty MuhanimndanF 
•meet their death? Surelv they were not killed by their own «*o-reli* 
gionists. Sir, this fatTagaiii proves fortdhly that a comiiititet* of 
inquiry is needed. Then, Sir, instances have already l)eeii cited to 
show that Muhammadan shops have lieen lootcil and their hnntfe^ 
raided. And it is u foi l that owing to this, iliousniids of Muhamniadanf 
have left Culeulta; they W’erc really among the Imnesl working classes 
of ('alcntta. They all have left lerror-strieken — not on aci'ount of the 
Hindu f/oon(!(u hut I am alraid on aeeouiit of oppression hy a section 
Jhe Himlu |K>li^. Sir, this is a state of things which rfM|uires care* 
ful investigation. These rif)ts show a terrible state of feeling existing 
between a certain sef tiun of Hgicf\is and a certain section of Mulmm> 
inaduns. (A voice - And who is resjSujsible?) and therefore I say therf 
can Im* no justification in sucli a state of things to have IM) per cent, 
or 80 per cent. (»f Police officers ainl men com]M>sed Hindus. Kvery 
Muhammadinaii whom I met -and in fact hundreds have s|H>ken to me 
on the subject— ^11 unanimously feel that life, limb and property of 
Muhammadans is insecure under these conditions. (A voice — Surely 
they are all Muhammadans.) 

As regards those communal riots, Sir, I have sf‘<»n it suggested that 
the leaders should have done this or should not have done that. 1 say 
that if the Indian leaders Isith Hindus and Muhammadans had Wen 
wise and far-sighted India would not have been the unhappy country 
which she unfortunately is and my friends on the right would have l)een 
futtmix officio. It is te<*ause of our incxjmi>etence that Englishmen 
hare got to keep order and to see that things are kept straight. It is 
their business that |M»acc, law and order should l>c mairitainetl impar* 
tially in the city of Oalcutta. I say these riots must ned he treated 
as n>erely communal; they have a very sericgis ]mliticti] sigtiificance 
and if people do not realise this now they will do so sesm. 

mini OEBi PROSAD KMAITANs This resoution which has been 
moved by my friend Mr. Suhrawardy was given notice of several niotitht 
ago-^veral months before the rjots took place in* Calcutta and I 
thought that after the report of the Conunimioger of Police bad l>eeii 
puldished my friend Mr. Suhrawardy would have been the last pemim 
tu move a resolution of this charactor but I fiud to my utter surprise 
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that ha ha« mustered up courage to paove it in the Council under the 
shelter no doubt of the rules that obtain in regard to the speeches that 
are to be delivered here for otherwise I do not understand hdw in a 
resolution of this character of which notice was given some monthf 
ago for inquiry into the administration of the Calcutta Police, he could 
raise the question of riots which form the subject matter of resolu- 
tion No. 43. Mr. Suhrawardy had also suggested a committee o£ 
inquiry the personnel of which was to have consisted of Br. Bidhan 
Chandra Iloy, Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri, Dr. Pramathanath 
Banerjea and the mover himself, though three of them are not present 
Here in this Council to-day. This communal uuestion should not nav# 
been brought in suggesting that it is the 'nindu jiolice officers who 
encouraged riots and loot to go on for over a month. I am quite at 
one with the Hon’ble Mr, Donald in thinking that, in the present state 
of (Himiiiuiial intensity, the resolution, which the mover has moved, 
will only increase its intensity and thereby it will defeat the object 
which hon'ble friend, the mover has in view. Sir, the insinuation and 
allegation of dishonesty of the Hindu members of the Calcutta Police 
Force which have been levelled against them are nothing but rank 
munalism. I am afraid this spirit of communalism in my friend, 
Mr. Suhrawardy, has made his vision jlim. Therefore, Sir, I strongly 
oppose the passing of this resolutidb. 

My friend. Sir Abd-ur-Rahim, has stated that Wiind the communal 
riots there must have been an organisation. I believe Sir Abd-ur- 
Rahim has the fullest knowledge of that organisation. I have also 
heard it stated that there has been an organ isatiem behind the riotf 
and that it was due to some organisation, (»f which Sir Alxl-ur-Rabiro 
seems to be aware, that the riots continued for such a long time and 
assumed such a ferocity that iniKseiit passers- by were stablied from 
the back and Hindus are even now prevented from passing by the 
Kakshoda Mosque. I do not know that there was really any organisa- 
tion behind it, though 1 beard it stated by some of my friends, Howi 
ever, my friend. Sir Ab<l-ur-Rahim, asserts with the greatest confidencu 
that there was an organisation liehind the riots and that there were some 
big people behind the riots. I do not wish to dispute the allegation 
that he has made; — it is the complaint of the Hindus that it is due 
to some organisation that the riots have not ('onfined themselves only 
to Calcutta but have spread even lieyond Calcutta and the honour of 
Hindu women is at stake. The Kush tea incident is still clear in oui 
minds and in Palma 

Mr. PRtilDCNT: Mr. Khaitan, you should iH>nfine yourself tc 
Calcutta. 

• . 

BMni DEtl PliatAD KHAITAN I 1 confine myself to Calcutta. 

My friend, Mr. Suhrawardy, who is sitting behind me has quoted facts 
Uud figures showing that it was the Muhammadans only who have been 
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sent nj) for murders, for arson,. for grievous hurt and for most of the 
offences provided for in the Penal Code. What a certificate he ha» 
given Ho his own community I cannot understand. lUit if he sil^^ 
facts only to show that simply because some M uhaminafluus have been 
sent up for (committing heinous oil^nces, some Hindus should alsc 
have l)eeii sent up for similar offen<‘es. 1 Udieve that no sensible 
memlier of this House^will he able to understand the argument. My 
friend Mr. Suhrawurdy has given a certificate t(» tin* Kuro})ean {personnel 
of the* j)olice forc'e. I h(»pe my frituid remei!ilHM‘s tliut it uas due to the 
Muhamtnadan (laniour that in the district in which the riot assumed 
the greatest ])ro|)nrlions the Hindu Deputy ('(mimissioner \va^ superseded 
by a European officer, Hunt. Now 1 believe my friencl (>aniu»t 
assert that Mr. Hunt has l»een in conspiracy with tiu* llitidus, or that 
Mr. limit lias h(*en i)r(»jndiceil or biassed in favour of the Hindus, He 
knows perfectly well of the supersession of Hai Puma Chandra laihiri 
Hahadur and that his own appointment as Deputy tN>inini^sioner of 
Northern Calcutta is due to M uhaintiiadan agitation and that if is due 
to the Miihaininadans tha^ he holds that post. I do not think that 
1 ■ Suhrawardy •will allegi* for a single moment that Mr. Hunt, of 
tdT the officers couM be prejudic(Ml against the M nliaminadans and lie in 
favour of the Hindus.^ If a lui^er nuiiilH*r of Muhammadans have 
b(*en sent uj» for trial, if the duittciary have thought fit to imjMise 
givat(‘i punishments on the Muhuininadan accused than on the Hindu 
accused, doi*s it not corrolMuate what I .said at the last H(*ssion that it 
was the Muhammadans who are resjamsilde for the riots and it was they 
who are responsible for the continuation of the riots for a longer period 
and for the most heinous manner in which they were conducted. Instead 
of pressing this resolution to the acceptance of this House, T would 
suggest to luy friends Sir Abd-ur-Hahiiii and Mr. Suhrawardy that they 
should ap)>roach and explain to their coreligionists that it is not by 
slabbing Hindus, it is not by liMiting their sliojis, it is not by arson 
that the rights of Muhammadans will be stccured, but it is l>y the 
development of a sense of nationalism, it is by a feeling that Hindus 
and Muhainudans mustcW'oik and live together, that the econoiiiic pro8- 
perity, that the jaditical jirosperity and the religious security and even 
the honour of women of Inith the coniniuiiities could lie assiiriul and 
c«uld be secured. If that is the stand-point which my friend Sir Abd- 
ur-ltabim will take up, it will not go to advance the cause of fariaticiHm 
in the jirovince, and then I am sure there w#uld lie no need for any 
iiujuiry 

Sir ABD-UR-ftAHIM: 1 obje<t to Bfr. Khaitan making a fierwma] 
charge. 

Mr, PRESIDENTS Mr, EJiaitan, yfiu must not make any peraona) 
chargee. 
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BilNl DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: I would say that if the leaden 
of both the comm unities would develop a sense of nationalism and 
explain to their corelipfionists that they must live together and Realise 
that Hindus and Muhammadans must live and work together, it is 
only then that their political righls could be secured. 

MaulYi 8AYYED SULTAN ALI: Is the question of securing poli* 
ti(‘al rights under discussion before the House? 

Mfi PRESIDENT! It seems that is what Mr. Suhrawardy was 
driving at. 

Babll DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: My friend Sir Abd-ur-Rahim 
has made an all(*gation against the Marwari community that they 
import up-country durwans for the purj>osp of g(H)ndaism. With all 
the responsilulity that I jiossess ? deny that charge, although I admit 
(hat dur\<^aiis ar<‘ necessary for carrying on their business, for the 
protection of their property and for the protection of the honour of theii 
womanhood. I do not understand what he means by saying “ import- 
ing these men there can only l)e one significance to this. The:’.i 
human Wings come from Mirzapur and other districts to Calcutta not 
to obtain employment hut to jumtise^ gMuidaism, according to his sig- 
nificance. There is no truth in a statement or allegation or insinua- 
tion of that character. The Marwaris do carry on their business, they 
lend immey to Hindus and Muhammadans, they take hundu from 
Hindus and Muhammadans, they sell g(M)ds to Hindus and Muham- 
madans, and they have got to send ]>eople out for the purpose of 
collecting money which is due either Wcause (»f loans given by them 
(»r because of sale of goods made to various people. They sell goods, 
they lend immey to jieople living in Colootola Street and Zakaria Street 
and in fact in every mmk and corner of Calcutta. 

8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: What interest do they charge? 

Blbu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: They oifly charge that rate of 
interest which the borrowers agree to pay. 

In answer to the allegation that Sir Abd-ur-Rahim has made I iiay 
that it is for these pur|Mises that durwans have got to be employed. 
If people of other communities W as efficient and be found capable of 
rendering these services, surely there would be no objection to theii 
being employed. I know of several cases in which Muhammadans havO 
Wen emi>loyed by Marwaris even in resimnsible positions.* W© send 
out our women-folk in coaches driven by Muhammadan coachmen and 
syces Do we not idace the hom»ur of our women-folk in their hands? 
Are not Muhammadan qarters entrusted with the C4irrying of our goods 
from one place to another? Why is it that Mir Abd^ur-Rahim want# 
to make a communal question of this matter? We entrust them with 



RESOLXmOlfS. 


n 


respMksible tasks, and if they get the employment, it is beeanse they 
are capaMe of performing their duties which are required to be per* 
fonhed* by them. If Sir Abd*ur-Tlahim be good enough to indent a 
large numW of Muhamniadatis who would be capable of being 
employed in these duties, there wmiW be no objetdion to employing 
them also. (A voice: Question.) A ’ lenrne<l friend questions it. 
Surely he does not know the facts. I am speaking with a sense of 
responsibility and I may inform my friend that some of the highest 
employees in our mills are Muhammadans. t)ur spinning masters, out 
weaving masters and our mill-managers arc Muhammadans and we 
have entrusted them with these res|M>nsible duties. If any person 
alleges that Hindus d«) employ Muhammadans to res]>onsihle }K>sts, 
then 1 may Ih» excused for saying that he is talkiiig through his hat. 
In anv«event this is not the {)roper time to hold an inquiry inh) the 
administration <»f |Kdire in t^ilcutfa. The.(juestion may be taken U| 
in l>etter atmosjdicre when the communal hiais- is (»ver, in cc^ijtinction 
with the Government. 1 do not understand how a rominitte<‘ eoni[H»sed 
of Dr. Bidhan Ghnndra Uoy, Kai Harendraiiuth GImudlimi. Dr. Traina 
♦Imnatli Banerjea quid Mr. Suhrawardy is to carry on am investigation 
of this character. I do not find ‘1 of the niemhers projaosed in thit 
resolution present in th« House ^Vell, Sir, 1 am really surprised that 
my friend Mr. Suhrawaraly has at fill moved this resolution. He has 
only made allegaticans in respei t of the riots, but he lias not suggested 
a single ways and means which he has in his mind for increasing its 
efficiency and decreasing its cost. All that he has suggested is that a 
larger number of Muhammadans should Im‘ employed. (At tliis stagu 
the member reached the time-lirnit.) May I have two minutes more? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Babu DEBI PROBAD KHAITAN: When Government say that 
suitable officers are not found for em[>!oyrneiil, my friend says that 
it will create the demand. May I ask my friend what is it that prevents 
the Muhammadans from Wing efficient Wrristers. efficient solicitors 
or efficient dcs tors? NolsKly prevents them from rising to the highest 
ranks aicording to their merits. I have the fullest sympathy with thf 
memWrs of the Muhammadan community. 1 d(» wish them to rise, but 
I do w ish them to rise on their merits, not on communal grounds, but 
as Indians highly qualified for the ranks they yijiire to and not Wcause 
of any bias simply because they are MuhammaJans, 

Hadir Ar. A. K. ABU AIHIED KHAN CHUXNAVIt I H«e to 

give my whole hearted support to the resolution which has just been 
moved. It seeks to appenni a committee to enquire into the adminis- 
tration of the Calcutta Police Forc^ and to suggest ways and means 
for increasing its efficiency. The paramount necessity for sucb a 
committee will be at once apparent if we consider the administration 

fi A 
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and the working of the Calcutta Police Force during the recent un- 
fortunate riots. 

Now, Sir, the riot brf>ke out in front of the Jorasanko Thana and 
the state of unpreparedness on the part of the Police can be inferred 
from the fact that it was not before sometime when several casual- 
ities on both sides had already occurred that the riots were dispersed. 
Almost simultaiieously a Moslem was murdered at Pagiaputy a con- 
sidemble way from the plac(* of (xcurrence by infuriated Man\^aris 
with a single blow. 

The desecration of the Dinu Mians Mos(|ue and the riot that broke 
out in front of the moscjue in the afternoo^i "of the 2nd April were 
followed by desecniti(»n of a ITindu temple and several cases of assault 
and murder in the Ihinibazar area. ^ 

As far as I umlerstond, inforniaii(»ns wen* eanied to both Ttai 
Uahadiir C. ?<;»hiri and Ifjii Saheb Mohendranath Mtikherjee that 
firefiarations hud been made bu* an attack on Jumma Pir Shrine and 
Nimtolla mos(jUp, but no ade(|uat4* pnx'autionary steps seem to have 
been taken to prevent deseeiatio!* and dc*spoi]mf*iit 'Pho Muhamnunkn 
shi»pk(x*pers (»n ITarrisoji Road, f^hilpur Road, Ihigiaputy, Cotton 
Street and Nutun Razar had closefl /heir s}rt>pM from the previous 
evening. Looting began on the evening of Saturday the did April 
from the TTarrison Road crossing and <'xt (‘Tided down the Harrison 
ll(«ul towards the Howrah Rridge. A party of Hindu goondas broke 
orn* ot the shops and looted its contents. Some of the pidice con- 
stables were seen taking a hand in the loot while th(‘ main body of the 
police force under the Heputv Commissioner and tin* Assistant Com- 
missioner seemed to have kept an attitude of neutrality within a few 
yards. 

Trom tliis time an orgy of riots fcdlowed, accompanied by assiis- 
sinution and arson. One by one a largt* immlM'r of Moslem shops of 
th(' Rara Razar and the adiaeent of Jorasanko anni containing in many 
eas(*s propeities worth several lakhs were lo(*ted. During Saturday 
and Sunday the did and 4th Apiil the hsiting of Moslem Mho|>s con- 
tinued up to Chitpnr Road and then down the Nimtolla Ghat Street, 
I.C., the aiva which was mainly inhabited by Hindus. Practically no 
arrest was made in this area during the progress of the looting. A 
gang of looters crossed t,»ver \o tin* jiirisdietion (»f Hare Street Thana 
and was arrested bv Mr. Jennings with stolen goods. Police pickets 
were taken by the Deputy Commissioner and pfwted to prbtt^J many 
big Marwari and Hindu houses while at the same time no adequate 
arrangement seems to have Wn made for the protection of mosques 
and shrines. 

From the JH'ffimnnff of tho ^-.utbreak whenever Biiy ocrnirenoe took 
plaw in the neighlmurh<K>d of a Moslem Rustee, pnimpt measures were 
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ado|ytod for raiding the Buatees. In this way Monleni ahops in Wel- 
lesley, the Moslem Bustees of Patuar Bagau, Suken Street, Saheb- 
bagan, Belliaghattn, Baghmari in Manuktolla, Watgaiij in Kidder- 
pur, Kalabugan in Jalliatoli, Phear laiiie in Bowbajtar were subjei'ted 
fo severe raiding. In a large niiinRer of cases even old men and 
women and children were tissanlted inside the huts and pn>pert.ies 
looted, daniage<l, and (>ersonH were indisiTiniinuttdy arreste<l. It is 
remarkable that there is no re|s>rt of a single instance in which a 
Hindu house had been raide<i before the annouiu'emtuit of the then 
Iloirble now H. K. Sir Hugh Sfejdienson’s arrival on the (ith April, 
whereas hithertc» Hindi^<MmdaH after i‘oiiiniittiiig murder and pillage 
hud been systematically taking shelter in many known Marwari and 
Hindu houses and in the buildings of Kiiro|Huin business firms under 
the verj* eyes of the poli(‘e. 

duns have been fired fnun the baboiiies ami house tops^of Hindu 
h<uises imliseriminately upon the irowd resulting in many cnsualties 
and deaths. No attemj>t nvus made either to raid these houses or to 
lake the guns int^t <us(ody. It was ie|M>rted that since the breiiking 
oTH of the riots new gun licenses were issued t«» Marwaries and 
Hengalies in large numbers. Had the policy Imhmi adopted (d raiding 
Hindu houses which harlMiuied go#mtas and lowdy darwans and of 
roumling up the giKUulas and seizing the lathix, knives, daggers and 
guns which have been iesp(»nsible for such a heavy toll of casualities 
as was done in the case of Mtisliin Bustees from the 4th id April 
much of the deplomble featuies of the riot and the lesultant loss of 
life and pro|H*rt\ might have been avoided. 

The distill bauct*! has disclosed certain main features which call 
for 1 ‘areful consideration. While on the one hand, it is admitted and 
rightly admitted that the Kuropean element in the Calcutta J’olice 
Force from .Mr. Armstiong, the Cominissioiier of Folice, downwards 
have been most exemplaiy throughout and have worked hard day and 
night in doing whatever was |M>ssible in these difficult circumstances, 
the same c'anmd be .saW of thi* Indian element. About HO [H^r c’ent. 
or 86 per cent, of the Calcutta Ihdice force is Hindu, nine-tenths of 
the constable have been recruited fnmi the very same class from 
which the carters, durwans and armed retainers of Marwaries and 
Hindu goondas who have taken a prominent part in the riots are 
supplied. It will^ he news to many to learn tlTat the iifHountry carter 
and durwan ]K>pulatioii in (’alcutta exceeds twenty thousand. 

It IflW also been manifest that almost all murders, assaults and 
rioting have been the work of these iifwountry carters, durwans and 
hooligans, and very few Bengalee Hindus have taken any part. To 
quote one instance — 

• * 

The Nimtolla mosque is one of the oldest in Calcutta and was 
built during the time of Moslem Sway. It is a magnificent pile of 
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buildings right in the heart of the Hindu quarter. The damage that 
has been done to it is ap{>alling. All the doors and all wooden work 
including iron and brass fittings were torn away and a bontfre was 
lit inside the mosque itself. This was entirely the work of up- 
country durwaiiH and carters an^ not a single Bengalee Hindu had a 
hand iu it. Again in almost 99 per cent, of the assaults, loot, murder 
and uHsassinution it was the work of these upc>ouutry men the 
jatbhain of the Hindu (‘onstable. It is therefore not surprising, human 
nature being what it is, that the majority of these constables should 
show sympathy and in many cases active sympathy towards their 
■fellow caslemen. ^I'o counteract the natui^l^ tendencies of such a 
constalmlary it was necessary that officers who were free from racial 
prejudices should have Wen pla<‘ed in c^>mmand, but his was not done 
nor was it possible t(» do owing to the disparity of Moslem Police 
offir^ers. 

It was an established policy of (iovernment at the time when Sir 
Fredrick llalliday was the Commissioner of Police that in the adminis- 
trative for<;e a balance of power was to be maintait^d by the employ- 
ment of an eijual number of Kuropean, Hindu and Moslem officers. *ln 
later years this policy has not beei^ pursued and further more a pre- 
ponderating number of Hindus tf the caste mentione<l above have 
been entertained in the rank and file of the (-ahutta p<>lice force. In 
th(* HU|>erior service there is not a single mussalman officer. In the 
Northern Division which has been the nerve (entre of disturbance out 
of 12 thanas there is only one Moslem officer in charge of most un- 
important sectioti. In the Southern town out of 6 thanas not a single 
Moslem is in charge of a thaiiu. In the suburbs out of G thanas there are 
only 2 thanas under Moslem officers. 

Now Sir, the dcunund for a committee of inquiry will be fuHher 
strengthened when we consider that it will be for that committee to 
suggest remedies as to how the entire jiolice fcux*e of Cah‘utta could 
be riMirganised with a view to restoring the pmportion as lietween 
the various communities, hc»w fur the Kuropean element should be 
strengthened, whether a Mussalman Deputy Commissioner should be 
appointed immediately from the Bengal Polic'e if iiec'essary, whether 
a sufficient number of Moslem officei-s should or shtmld not be pul in 
charge of the imfM)rtunt thanas, whether Moslem iSub-Inspector of 
Police should or shcmfd not W recruited immediately to bring up 
their propirtion to half the total and as a present measure whether 
some Misdem Sub-Inspectors should not be drafted fr<»m Bengal 
and Bihar Polic'e as it used to be done formerly, whether a large 
number of M<»sleni cumaWbles should or should not be appcdnted 
immediately. ^ 

ITuless a crommittee of enquiry is appointed in order to locdc into 
these matters and suggest proper remedies I may at once say that the 
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Moilinii can no longer have any confidence in the Oalcuita Police aa 
it alanda to-day. 


[At this stage the Council was adjouriuHl fur 10 minutes.] 


[After the adjounimeut. ] 

Mr. S« G. MUKERJI: Mr. President, Sir. when 1 hwiked at the 
set of resolutions circulated fur this session 1 thought that Uesolution 
No. 3 was really nieai^^ for a coininitUH* to enquire into tlie general 
administration of the Calcutta Puli<‘e and Uesolution No. 43 was intend- 
ed for a comiuittw to go into tlie <|uestio!i of (he recent Calcutta riots, 
hut th^ two forceful sfieeches that have fallen from Mr. Suhrawardy 
and Sir AlKlur-ltahim go to show that the real object behind this rt‘HO- 
lution is to ask for a (tmimitiee to enquire into the Culcutlj# riots and 
to find a w'ay for iiiipoifing into the Calcutta Police a much larger 
numher of Muhammadans. •A caietu! reading of the resoUition under dis- 
Mission shows tl?at it has (‘ome up in this ('oumil in om^ form or 
another during the last six xears, es|»e<‘ially umler the budget dis- 
cussion, and all these year.s we lmy‘ been accuslonuMl to h(‘ar that the 
Kuro|H*ans in the ('aleuttji police should Ih» reilnc(‘d in order to have a 
larger element (»f Indians and thereby to decrease the cost of police 
administration. Now, to-day, for tlie first linu* w(‘ havi* heanl from 
the mover of the re.soluti«»ii that the ('alcutta riots have r«‘V(»aled to 
him that the Kuioju'an sergeants are a real blessing to (be citix<M)H 
of (’ab'utfa and bad it not betui foi these Knio]»ean sergeants the 
Mubaiiituadans would have been in a s<*rious predicament. The 
('alcuttu riots have at least dont‘ one got>d to Mr. Sulnawaiily; they 
have changed his angle of vision and educatcal him in one dirm tion at 
least. 

I object to the resolution l>ecause the feeling that has lM*efi ex- 
pressed in discussing tt goes tt» show’ that this is not the time to go 
into an enquiry into the administration of the ('abaitta police. My 
Muhammadan friends have ma<le it |X‘rfeetly <lear by their sjannhes 
this afterniKUi that they have absolutely nt» faith in Ilirnlu ofticers 
that are already in the jKilice administration, and I am almost sure 
that if a larger element of Muhamniarlans* were im|K)rted into the 
Calcutta police that would Ihj exactly the feeding in Hindu minds. 
If yoilHNJfik to the spe^uiies that have lx»eii delivereil by my Muham- 
madan friends, the irresistible logic of those HfK*echeH <1 rives you to the 
conclusion that so long as Hindus and Muhammadans are going to 
cut each other’s throats in this fashion and so long as they entertain 
this sort of feeling against each othfW, the (?a1ctitta (sdice should lx> 
manned by non-Hindus and non-Mussalmans, 
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Thai is the irresistible conclusion to which one is driven. So long 
as there is this deplorable communal tension and this absolute dis- 
trust among Hindus regarding Muhammadans and among Muham- 
madans regarding Hindus — how in the face of this communal tension, 
how in the face of this deploraBle fact, (;an you conscientiously say 
that tlie Calcutla police must l)e manned by Hindus and Mussnlmans? 
What will 1 m‘ the result? Suppose there is an e(|ual pertentage of 
Hindus and Muharninadans among the police officers and we have a 
huge riot in the town of (’alcutta. The Hindu offic^ers will do their 
utmost to send Muhammadans as accaised and the Muhammadun offi- 
cers will do their utmost to send Hindus as ty^cused — this w'ill 1 m‘ the 
inevitahle result. That is not the solution of the jiroblem. The 
solution of the proldcrn is more trust; in a greater spirit of reconcilia- 
tion. The solution of the problem is that the Hindus shoufd look 
upon the Muhammadans as )their brothers and the Muhammadans 
should look upon the Hindus as their brotliers. At present each com- 
munity regards the other community as its dtMidliest enemy and in the 
face of this I am surprised to hear from Sir*Abd-ur-lbihim, an c.r-chief 
justice of Madi'iis, that the solution «if the problem*^ Ii(‘s in having-ii 
larger percentage of Muhammadans in the police administration. 

Sir, what is tlie population of (,’alciitla and 'what is the peri^eritage 
of the Hindus arrd Muhammadans? 

1 have the latest census in my hand. I find from this the I9LM 
census that the total population of (alcutta is tMlT.S;*)!. Out of this 
total population I firnl the total number of Hindus is (> 4d,0'il) whert'as 
the totrd numlau- of Muhainnnolans is Well, tin* Muham- 

madans in that case are less than one-third of the Hindu jioimlation. 
It is not exactly thr«*e-four‘ths and one-fourth, but c(Mtarnl> the Hindu 
|K)pulution is much larger than two-thirds of the entire jropulation. 
In these cir’curnstances — in the face of these figures — how can Sir 
Abd-ur-ltahim — I do not speak of others, but 1 sirnpl\ take Sir Abd- 
ur-UHhint into lonsider'ation, because 1 ex|K*ct from his great things 
and 1 expect from him not only a jirdir ial tempwament in that kind of 
furore, in that kind of enthusiasm for ultra-cominunalisnr, but also a 
judicial jmlgment and dis< retion— I re|H*at how can Sir Abd-ur-Hahim 
say that there must 1 m* a mm*h larger iM*rcentage of Muhammadan 
officers in the (\rlcutta jiolice a<lministration. I have already said, 
and I wish to reiieat it, Kre irresistible logic is that the Calcutta Police 
should now Ik* manned for the time being by non-Hindus and non- 
Muhammndnns. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: Auglo-Indians. 

Mr. S. C. MUKERJi. If yv>u like you had Iretter have a much 
larger element of Indian (Christians in the Calcutta Police (laughter). 



iiEmtnrioNg. 


w 


If you like — if you really want to hrinjf a detaoheil mind to bear upon 
thin communal aspect, it is much l)etter that you should have a hirjrt^r 
element* of Indian Christians — Hinthi C'hristians and Muham- 
madan *’ Christians. 

Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Sir, what is the itieaiiinff of 
“ Muhammadan Christians 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I snp|Mjse, (Miristiaiis wlio have Imhuh converter! 
from Muhammadanism. 

Mr. 8. C. MUKERJI: Hut that is mtt the point. The real point 
why I object to the resolution is that this is not tla‘ time when this 
resoluti(7n should 1 h» taken into consideration. We must wait, and 
wait wdth patieiur. for a calmer atmosphere. When then* will Ik* 
more amity, a sj>irit of t(derancc. a spirit of reconciliation.* a spirit 
of trust — mutual trust between one community and another; that is 
the time when a resfdution Itke this should Ik* taken into cojisideration. 

The Hofi'ble Mr. L. BIRLEY: Sii, 1 feel tluit there is !iol very much 
left for me to say. Mr. i^uhrawanly lyad his re.solution and then dividtsl 
it into three lu*ads. He said then* wt‘ie administration. I'fliciency, 
and cost, and then under the hea<l “ Administratimi ” In* rufernMl 
only to the commurml as|M‘ct of tin* subject: On tlie subjiM-ts of efli- 
ciency and of cost he sai<l nothing. Moreover, the three memlK'rs 
whom In* has [)ro|K)si*d foi appointment t»» the committee are absent. 
He then prcMeeded to deal with another resolution alto^etlier. 1 take 
it, therefore, that this is not reall\ a .serious proposal that his lescdu- 
tion, item No. d, should be caiii(*d. Hut as In* did move this reso- 
lutioii ulxiut the committee, I should like* to s[M*ak vt*i y briefly on 
that subject. A commit t(*e was appointed in Ht'JI. I’lial ccmimittee 
was sittinjf when the Hetrenchment Committee was apiM)inted and the 
result was that it was ^dis.s(dvt*d without subiiiittin^f a rejiort. The 
Retrenchment Committee iiunle a numlH*r of definite pro}HisalH for 
economy in the (’alcutta Police. Those proposals w<*r«* fully examined 
by Government and it was femnd that it was not iKissible to accept 
most of them. There <vas, however, one pro}M)siil for taking a loan 
for police buildings in Calcutta and a great Jeal has lHH*n done to 
carrj out that pitijKisal. That [»rc»|M)saI will rc^sult in a consid4*rable 
saving and in a very great improvement in the efficient^ and 

comfort of the force. ^ 

With regard to the subject matter of tlie speeches I confess that 
in some cases I had doubts whether the speakers were suppciriing or 
opposing the motion. Mr. Subrawardy the ffrst place asked us to 
consider the propriety of judicial punishments. That is a subjec t in 
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which I do not propose to enter. He also complained that Muham> 
madans were sent up in serious cases, and that Hindus were sent up 
for minor offenf^es. Sir, I am not certain on what principle thft charge 
of lH»ing in iMisseHsion of stolen property is classed as a minor offence. 
I have the figures Init will inft repeal them all now. They will be 
given in answers to questions, but there are one or two points which 
I should like to explain. It is true that a larger number of Muham- 
madans were sent up for murder than Hindus. This is partly explain- 
ed by the fact that 117 persons were sent up in one case of murder. 
On the other hand in cases under section l.P.(^, the number of 
Hindus largely exceeds that of Muhammadaijis. It is not the case, as 
is HUggesU'd, that the [ndice when they are engaged in making arrests 
(consider whether an a<‘(‘used is a Hindu or a Muhammadan, and 1 am 
surprised that Mr. Suhrawardy should have talked in the way tu which 
he did. Mr. Suhrawardy further complaine<l about the treatment in 
respect ftf shops looted. Now I have the figures here and they do not 
Ikmii' out whai he says. A hundred shops of Hindus were looted as 
compared wiih 118 of Muhammadans. •Ninety-seven Hindus .were 
sent up for trial and lOG Muluiiiiinadans. That seems to l»e alsmUas 
e(|ual a division as is possible. 

# 

Then Mr, Suhrawardy has criti< ised the why in which the Security 
Act has been a<lininistered. 1 must point out h) him that we never 
said thai no one would be externed unless be lived i]i the area where 
<he riots oc< urred. A case which he menti(un‘d related to a man being 
externed after be bad been found in jM)ssesNion of a knife. I do not 
know the pailiculars of that lase, and he has not given the name, but 
this instance does not seem to strengthen his point. 

Sir, the ojdy real demand — the demand to which most reference has 
hi^en made — is the demand for a larger nnml>er of Muhammadans in 
the (\ilcutta Pcdice. Before I sjHuik on that I should like to say that 
I repudiate entirely the attacks which have Wen made against the 
Hindu pt>li(‘e. Mr, Armstrong’s re|K)it has been published and there 
is much information in it. 1 have not heunl any reference here to 
the cast* of a Himhi constable who was shot after rescuing Muham- 
muduns. I think it would be Wtter if more attention was paid to 
those ofli<*ers who have done their very Wst for both sides irresj)ective 
of whether they were Hindus or Muhammadans. But I do t'ecogiiise 
that if there were a forger numWr of Muhammadans in the Calcutta 
Police, Wtb in the superior grades and in the ranks, then in times 
like these the Muhammadan <^t»mmuiiity would have great^P*®®onfideoce 
in the (^alcutta Police. Tlukt is an aspect of the <iuestion which Oov- 
enimeni cannot ignore. The higher ranks are filled by promotion and 
it is the settlhd principle of Government that promotion should he by 
merit and merit alone\ithout«my reference to communal considerations. 
That polity will he adhered to. The ranks in which the inequality can 
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be i-dhr^dsed are those of sub-ins^^ei^tors and constables, provided that 
bUitaMe Muhammadan candidates are uvailablts and personally 1 do not 
see why suitable Muhammadan candidates should not la* f(»rth<‘oming. 
We intend to make every endeavour to obtain more Muhammadan 
sub-inspectors, and if those suh-iiispc'cfors do their work well they will 
have every chance of risiiifr to the lop, but they will have to suct‘eeil 
by their merits. As reg'ards (‘oustaibles, the a(‘lual fijj^ures are 8,209 
Hindus and 909 Muhammadans, so that the luiinlier of MuhumiiuidaiiH 
is not insignificant. But there is ditficult> in recruiting suitable 
Muhammadans. Special attempts' bavc been made to get suitable 
Muhammadans and a n^iber of them has recently Ihmui obtained, but 
it is a fact, that it is more difficult to get Muhunnna«ians of gisul 
physique than it is to get Hindus. 

Government considered at an carlv stage the <|uestion of Indding an 
impiiry into the riots. They decided that this was not desinjde. 'I'In* 
first reason why Government thought that an enquiry was undesirable 
was that in the present s^^ite of communal feeling they were afraid 
tlj^t such an enqufry would lead to an iiiciease of comiiuinal hiltiMness. 
1 think the sjH*e<dies which have hct*n iinule this afternoon have shown 

very clearly that Goverument wen* right in this view. 

• 

The second reason was that it would involve stuious li.sk of ii»tei- 
fering with the discipline of the indice force. Such an enquirv would 
necessarily involve e.xaminations o( a great many Bolice ofiiieis and it 
would be extremely difficult to (oinlmt it in a way which wamld not 
Ik* damaging to discipliiu*. The last lea.soii was ihat wa* felt that 
after the very full re}H)rts wlii^ h we Innl naeived from the ('ommis- 
hioner of Police tliere was not very mm h left to en(|nire about. 'I'here 
are a few (piestions arising from Mr. Aimstroiig’s nqxnt in whicJi 
Government want fuller information hut these an* not siiitalde subject- 
matter for such an enquiry us has Iweii pro{K>s<*<l. 

On these grounds Government oppos<* this resoluti^ni and I am not 
prepareil to have an I inquiry Committee. 


Mr. M. %m SUHRWAROYS I am really sorry to find fnmi Mr. Guha 
that 1 am actuated by communal bias in moving this resolution. I 
for myself cannot understand why I should he ai'ciised of having 
communal bias when I am able to show that mi many Miibarnmaduu 
huts havebeen entered inU> and so many [lersona sent up for trial. 
If 1 ha^nacta and figures before me if I bad statements liefore me 
which showed that Muhammadan ofiicers had done something which 
was wrong I w*ottkl certainly place them before the Government in 
the manner that I am doing about the Hindu /officers now. When I 
pointed out ihat so many Muhammadats have been sent up for trial 
surely it cannot be that I would not be satisfied withimt a equal 
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niiralier of Hiiidiis beiiip' sent up. That ia not my point at all. I 
am not by any means desirous that special efforts should be made for 
increasing the uuml)er of Hindu accused. The only reason why I 
pointed it out was that it was quite clear that, althouf^h so many 
occurrences hud taken pi we tfiroii|^bout Barabazar and Jorabagan 
areas altbongh looting of shops have taken place in Khaiigrapatti and 
Ninitcdla for two days hanlly any anest was made and I say it was 
quite [Mjssible f(»r tbe cul]>ritH to be arrested by police officers and 
it is therefore that I cannol iindei stand the statement of Mr. Birley 
that he was sutisfied that n() blame rented with the Hindu Police 
officers. Mr. Birley (hK‘s not ladoiig to that community whose huts 
hav*? been entered into by Hindu Police odiceis and \vhoH(* projierties 
have Ikmui stolen and whose men have l>een dragged out of their huts 
and were sent uj). If he had belonged to that community, 1 do not 

think Mr. Birley would have made such a statement like that. 

■ 

About this (’(»mmitt<‘e of In<iuiiy 1 would certainly not limit its 
scope to the riots or the conduct (d the Pplire. If Mr. Birley w(»uld 
rememlMu* 1 started by leferring to the gambling dens the cocaine 
dens and the exactions of the River jiolice. These were rife in 
(-alcutta before the ii(ds. I do no' know whethm they would m*ur 
again after the communal feelings have subsided. One good thing 
alHuii these riots is that tlu'se have Ihhmi done awa> with. But the 
offic(Ms are still there otliirrs who ludj) them* dens to flourish. Tliey 
are all there officers who ushI to have ai rangenients made for keep- 
ing up these dens ai<* still therc^ and if a (’oniniitliM* of Imjuiiy is 
called for and these niatt<Ms aie enquired into 1 think there will l)e 
a purging in the Calcutta INdice Foice of persons who are disgracing 
the Fori'e by their actions. Tin* Editor id the M usmi mnu newspaper 
has given the names and addresses id' gambling dens and has even 
stated the sums <d mom‘v that are being j>aid for thes<' ariiingements. 
Oovernment could take action in this matter after making enquiries. 
My purpose for asking for a (Nunniittw* is to show the inefficiency of 
the Police Force (d“ Calcutta. I still hold that if the Police expect 
co-operation of the public and stand for law and order there should 
Im* confidence between the public and the Pidice* Fon^e and it is with 
that end in view that 1 suggest that an enquiry should be held. 

Mr. Khaitan s|M»ke of Mr. Hunt and asked me whether Mr. Hunt 
was moved by communal bias in sending up so many Muhammadan 
accused. So far as Mr. Hunt is concenied, I do not kn ow^ what his 
duties are. The duties of Police otficers caiuioi be ascertained by 
laymen. But what I do feel is that whoever is on the top -whether 
it is Mr. Hunt or Mr. Amistnmg - 4hey are powerless because the 
actual work is doneily Sub-1 ns|>e(*tors and Inspectors. Enquiries are 
made by them, evidence is cofleoteil by them and even manufactured 
by them and Mr. Hunt cannot do ari^'thing but go by tbe evidence 
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placed before him. It is not {>osAil>le that he ren take the reejjonai- 
bility for the actions of his subonlinate Police officers. 

Abo6t the personnel of the committee Mr. Khaitau askeil what 
special aptitude these three jrentlemen and myself have for an 
enquiry into the Police question. Al the Hon'hle Member pointcnl 
out a committee of enquiry was appoiiite<l in P)21 and in that CM>m- 
mittee, two, at any rate, namely, Itai Ilarendranath Chaudhuri and my* 
self were members thoujrh l)r. 11idt\an (’handra Hoy and Dr. P. Banerjeu 
were not there. It shows that it is not merely on account of com- 
munalism that I have aske<l for a eommittet* of mupiiry. 1 am 
quite prepared to place^any one in the comniittei^ in order U» slum 
that I aniyiiot actuated hy comniunalism. As a mutter of fuet I Iwdieve 
that if fijrures which 1 iH)ssess were phice«l before Hindu inernlKMS 
they wMl see that differential treatment has Im'cmi met«Ml out to 
Muhammadans and that (('itainly a coniinittt^^ of einpiiry is called for. 

I have not the least dotiht that Mr. Hiih‘\ do<‘H not like to make 
a/i enquiry at this stafr^' for fear (»f interference with the disidpline 
of the Police Force. In tTie name td' jlisciplim* may offVmes com- 
mitted by ilie Police have lu'en c(md4mcd h\ the (iovernment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. L.«BIRLEy 1 ] ui sli to ileny that (h)vernment 
have condoruMl any fault which has he(‘n prov<‘d. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That may he s<v hut it is eertain 
that (fovernnient is not prejniKMl to lake m tion which justice (leniamlH. 
(\in he explain the action of the INdice after the Pursilaqoui inci- 
dent when a constahle was slnd? We <lo not know who shot him hut 
what happened after that? 'fhe whole «»f the Paisihagan husti'e was 
entere<l into by Police officers. 

Tlie Hon’ble Mr. L. BIRLEY: Sir, he is speaking: alMUit a euM** 
which is now liefore the (-ourt. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr Snh taward> the matter is siitf judtiH' utid 
you .should not refer to if. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHR AWARD Y: This matter is md hvU jwhev. 1 am 
ialkiiif^ alKMit the entrance of the INdice in the hiistee and I wanted 
to show what hapi)ened after the eimstahle was shot. I shall meniicm 
another case. A man was shot in tlie (Viitral A^’emie when he w'as sit- 
tinjf inside his shop with doors cIommI. His name is Abdul Italimaii. 
What emftflfy has l>€*eu made into this. There are any niinilwr of such 
incidents If I had time 1 could ritention many more hut as it is I would 
only refer to the inefficiency of the Police. With rejfard to the reference 
made by the Hon'ble Member refTarding the Pediee buildings and 
the loan raisetl for them I may say foi*my«elf that I have always 
been in favour pf it. I have always believed that it meant efficiency. 
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The motion of Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy wa» then put and loat. 

The following resolution* were, in the absence of the membem, 
deemed to be withdrawn : — 

Babu UME8 CHANDRA CtlATTERJEE: ''This Council recom- 
msndH to the Government that the ninniiiff of all sorts of cycles and 
motor vehiclew invented by foreij^n brain be prohibited in the province 
of Berifjal/’ 

MaiHvi AFTAB H088AIN JOARDAR; " This Council recom- 
mends to ihe (jovernmeiii that the pioper aythorities be approac‘.hed 
to undeHake leji;islation to intioduee standard weij^hts throughout 
IVeiigal and to make the praetice of taking excess (dhalta) over the 
stolid aid weig)i< a criminal offence. ” 

The following motion failed : 

Babu AMULYA OHONE ADDY to move, by way of amendment, 
t\ at in tlic motion of Maulvi Aftab Ilossain Joardar, lines 4 and 5, 
all the wolds aftei the w'ord “ Bengal heivniittwl. 

The following resedutions wen*, in the al>Hence of the meml>ers, 
d«enied to be withdiawn: 

Babu 8UDAR8AN CHAKRAVORTY: This Council rec'.ommends 
to the Goveriiment that immediate stejis lie taken to fill up all newly- 
c( nverted Bengal Educational Service jiosts (that have fallen vacant 
ccnseciuent on the I'etirement or death of their incumbents who were 
piomoted from the Siiliordinate Educational Sendee or otherwise) by 
mm- reciuits from among the qualified seiiioi meml)ers of the Sulior- 
dinate Educational Service.” 

Dr, MOHINI MOHAN DAB: ** This (kmncil recommends to the 
Government that the proper authorities l>e approached so that the 
llACca Bnral (Non-Muhamimi<lan) Constituency may be iwonstitutcHl 
lu follows : 

(f) one constituency, consisting of Sadar and Narayaiiganj sub- 
divisions; and 

(fi) the other cemstituency, consisting of Mnnshiganj and Manik- 
ganj sulMlivisions/* 


88 pur Mnt ippointmtiits to Ml;^*TrT‘ ~t~ 

Mtulvi ABDUL ^UADER: This leeolution which 1 beg to move, 
runs thus ; " This (kiuncil rec^omniends to the Government that immedi- 

ate steps be taken for the issue of a circular to give at least 50 per 
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cent. GovernniPiit posts to qualified Muhammadan candidates in 
all tuime> appointments in all the Government departments in this 
Provim!«V’ 

(At this stage the Hoirble the President left the (^hainl>er ami 
Mr. W. L. Travers took the Chair.) 

This resolution has been before the (\>uncil for a year, r.y., in 
the August and December sessions of 1925 and in the February ami 
July sessions of 1926 ami is the ofTshcad of a similar resolution which 
was brought in the .lanuary session of 1924 by Nawal) Musharruf 
Hossain, Khnii Bahadur. The fate of the Nnwab Sahib’s residutitm 
is known to the meinl)ei*sf cd' this House as well as to the public and 
the cause which led to the failure of that residution is w> well known 
and fresii in the minds (»f the nieml)er8 that I ihmnI not rojumt it. 
Su(li<*e it to Fuy that Deshabandhu Das with his followetw including 
in \ self opjKised it fot reasons Wst known to him. It is ka(»\‘n t4) 
m that Deshabandhu Das to gain the siqqmrt of his Mimleni fidlowers 
in defeating the resolution *a.sHUie<l them that be would afterwards 
himjself biing foiwitrd a lewdution adviMuiting at least 50 per cent, of 
(ioverninent posts for suitable Muhammadan <andiilat«Ks and have it 
passed in (’ouncil in cas^? Saaiaj 1^‘ not f'»stablished within a reason- 
ably short time. Thus assured his*M uhainmadans bdlowerH fully 
supjK>rted him; otheiwise, th(' letter woubi have lost his |M)pularity 
with the Hindu public of Bengal. Then the Miiiistiy was tlofeated 
once, twice and thiice. A yeai juiswmI away; but no Swanij. Desha^ 
bandhu breathed his last amidst universal regret. 

In this state of things there was no one to fulfil Mr. Das’s proinifM^ 
to his Moslean followers almut the bringing fonvard of any rewdu- 
tioii relating to the increased np[M>intnientH to qualified Miihammiulans 
in Government iw'rvices. The subject has been for many years ladore 
the Government and the Muhammadan public. The various rules of 
Government departments reserving one-third of apimintments to quali- 
fied Muhammuilans do no longer satisfy the Muhammadans of Bengal 
as Muhiimmmlan graduafl*s ami under-graduates have Wen increasing 
by leaps and IkuiikIs during the last 15 years ami they cannot find 
any employment in the various private services in the province amt 
in the meichant offices of Calcutta. Moslem memWrs of the Swaraj 
party were and are keen in the matter of inf^eawnl emjdoyment of 
qualifie<l Moslem* in the public services as all other Moslem of Bengal 
Wlonging tcy>thfT political parties and groups. The whole of Muham- 
madan Bengal is unanimous on the point and the Mussalmans have 
been agitating the question and ventilating their jnst grievances on 
the subject through the medium of Moslem newspapers espem'ally the 
Mm* 4 dman of CalentU and in public meetings and in addresses to the 
Viceiroy and to the Governor of the province. So after the death of 
Mr. lias in June 1925 1 first sent in notice of the resolution which 
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is now before the IIoiiHe exactly a year figo recommending 50 \m cent, 
of Government jxmts to qualified Muhammadans. Shah Syed 
Emdadul Ilaq sent in an amendment advoc^ating 55 per ceht. But 
it was not taken up in the August session. So I again sent in the 
resolution for tlie Decemlwr serfkion and Maulvi Md. Nurul Huq Chau- 
dhury sent in another resolution for the same session recommending 60 
jier cent, of appointments to Muhammadans in (Government services. As 
a result of these various activities of the Bengal Muhammadans the 
Govenunent of Bengal re<*onsidere(l the whole question and issued a 
rom munitpte, dated the 21st DecemlM^r, 1925, relating to future Muham- 
nia<lan apix^intments in the Bengal Provincial Civil (Exe<'utive) 
Service, dunior ('ivil Service, Bengal Provincial Excise Service and 
Pi*ovinciHl Police Sei^ice n^erving the right to appoint 45 Muham- 
madans to evciy hundred of such ai)point?nentH to those services. The 
|K)KtH in these departments wen* mentione<l in the I'owmunique as 
“ mlmiidstralive ” posts us distiiiguiKhed from “ ministerial ” ones. 
The principle undeilyyig this change in the matter of apjwintments 
of Muhammadans was state<l in the ronnnurnqtU’ to l)e the good of 
the province as a wh<de and not the “ population oasis ” ui»oii which 
the Moslem public of Bengal were claiming increase (d Goveniment 
appointments feu* their co-religioiAsts. In the comumniqur it was 
further pointed out that the principle of Muhammadan ap|K>intment 
in ministerial services was not the s}\me as in the case of administra- 
tive posts. (Government statwl that the ])rinciple underlying Muham- 
madan up|M>intinent8 in “ministerial ” services was that there should 
not be a monop<dy of non-Muhamimwlan officers in those services. 

Now, Sir, let me examine the communique to see whether it will 
really Wnefit the Moslems to any uj»pieciable e.\tent. At the first sight 
the circular appears to be dazzling and encouraging; but viewing a 
little closely it (hies not go far. As was suggested in a supplementary 
(piestion put by Maulvi A. K. Kazlul Huq to the reply of Govern- 
ment to the (uiginal (piestion put by Balm Amulyu Dhone Addy 
relating to rules of Miihaniinadan ap[K)inini’ents in various (Govern- 
ment services on the 17 th Pebruarv, 192t>, these rules and communiquh 
relating to Muhainniiulan appointments are issued to put a stop to 
criticism and are honoured more in the bi-eai'h than in the observance. 
For, if the Govern meat thinks that for the good of the country as a 
whole iiiere should lie a sufficient number of qualified M uhanunadans 
ill the various services, why is this distinction made between “admin- 
istrative*’ and “ ministeriar’ postal^ Tf it is in the ini^st of the 
whole proviiue that more Muhammadan appointments up to 45 per 
cent, may W made in the four pnivincial service mentioned abeyve^ 
I fail to see how it wjll not benefit the whole country if more appoint- 
ments be made in the Siiboruinate and the Ministerial Services. The 
words ** ministerial ” and “ administrative ** are used in an ambiguous 
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way. ' If “ administrative ” jwsts include the four provincial depart- 
menta mentioned above, how will the other |K)st» under Governiiieiit, 
viz^t «l*olice Snb-Insjm'toiships, Sub-RegistntrshipH, School Snh- 
Inspetdt^rships and Teacherships and Co-oi>enitive Sul)-Iiis]HH'torship« 
be classed? In these departments ihe Muhammmlans of Beuifal try 
to secure a laiffe number of apjmintinents. If they are not administra- 
tive |)Ost8, are they to be classed as ministerial ” ones? If not, 
then how are these depnrtn»ents to be classed and why is the communi- 
que silent in respect of Muhammadan ap|M)intmentM in thesi* depart- 
ments? Then the Muhammadans also tiy to find employment in a 
larjre numl)er in the various ministerial senices under (lovernment 
and there is no indicif^ion that (Jovernment intends to increaise the 
numl>er of Muhammadan employes in these services. So, the com- 
munujmc does very little to jrive nmre employment to (pialified Muham- 
madans as the.numl)er of annual appointments in the four provincial 
siwvices is small and the benefit that will ultimately reach th 4 ^ (luahfied 
Muhamnnnians will not he ver,\ preat. 

Sir tliere is •ne thinjj: mentioned in the rommuniqui' that various 
other services under Government were l)eina: carefully examintui to 
see how far Muhammj|dans could be employed in more numbers and 
as the matter was a complicated ofie it will take some time for Gov- 
ernment to c(»me to a decision in respe< t of those services. In order to 
further test the sincerity of Government in this matter. I sent in the 
resolution under discussion for the third time in the Kcbruar\ sesmon ; 
and still doubt iiiff whether it would l)e taken up in that session, I sent in 
a question asking Government to ^ive a detailtMl account (d the final 
decisions of the Bengal Government on the subject of the increase of 
IwrceiituKe of future appointments of qualified Moslems in every 
department of Government (whether in the provincial and suboixlinate 
sendees or in the ministerial sendees in this province) not mentioned 
in the cnmmi,niqui\ dated the 21st December. 1925. Government 
replied to my said question on the Ifith February nearly two montlin 
after the issue of I h<» December communique that it was not in a 
position at that time to ^rive any inbuination beyond that containwl in the 
communique referred to. I put a suppleinentury question to Govern- 
ment to state the time by which it would be in a position to frive the 
nef^essary information. Unfortunately, the reply was that Government 
was unable to odd to the answer already fffven. Then on the 17th 
February last in reply to the question put by Babu Amulya Dhone 
Addy f^ernm^t was pleased to lay on the table rules of Muham- 
madan appointments in Government services in some departments b\it 
not in others. One new thinff T obtained by reading? the niles that 
Police Sub-Inspectors are to he taken acc^>rdmjf to the propiirtion of 
Hindu ami Moslem population of a %listrict.* To that reply T put 
several supplemeDta^T qneeiions. I could not make Government njrree 

T 
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to the publishing of rules of other sexrices not mentioned in the refdy 
to the original question. Then in reply to series of my supplement- 
ary questions relating to increased appointmente of Muhammadans in 
ministerial services Government replied after great hesitation that the 
matter was under consideration. # Then on that very day I personally 
saw the Flon’ble MembfT in charge of the Appointment Department 
and asked him what Government would do in the matter of Muham- 
madan appointments in the Registration and Education Departments. 
He said that in the Registration Department Muhammadan employees 
had already exceeded 45 per cent, (jf total appointments and that as 
for the Ediujation Department in respect of the appointments of 
teachers and School Sub-Inspectors figures weVe being taken, and in 
any case the Muhammadans could hope to get a minimum of 60 per 
cent, of these pjsts in the Education Department. Then I further 
asked him about the ministerial services and he told me that the 
matter w^ still under the consideration of Government. In the end, 
I was not a bit wiser by the inteiwiew' and I was left completely in 
the dark as to the jwlicy of the Government, in respect of these depart- 
ments in the matter of Muhammadan app<»intmenVs and all these 
(luestions and supplementary questions in the February session were 
of no avail to me to prove the deptif of the sincerity of the intention 
of Government to give more emproynient to Muhammadan graduates 
and under-graduates in Heiigal who are lying idle in all parts of the 
province. These are the vari<»iiH reasons w'hieh have led me to bring 
forward the resolution under discussion for the fourth time in the 
present session six months after the issue of the vague and anihiguous 
cominvnitfu/^ dated the 21st l)e<einher, 1925. Other members, viz., 
Muulvi Nurul Tliui (’haudhury, Mr. Abdul T.atif Biswas and Shah 
Syed Kmdudul na<i have s«Mit in re.s«>lutions and amendments for this 
July session all claiming for increase of Moslem aiqmintments in the 
Government services. 

Now, Sir, I appeal to all sections tif this House to support my 
resolution which is the most reasonable one 5*nd aceeptanre of my 
resolution by this Hfuise means concession to the just and minimum 
demands of the Mussalmans of Bengal in the matter of increased ap- 
|K>intinents in Government services. I do not wish to impair the 
efficiency of servic<‘8 and so I press ff)r appointment of more qualified 
Muhammadans. The snhie sort of (iimlification should be prescribed 
for both Muhammadan and non-Muhammadan candidates. But I do 
not like that non-Muhainmadan candidates of equal merit of less 
merit may be taken (as are now done in some cases at least) in prefer- 
ence to qualified Muhammadan candidates simply on account of the 
fact that those non-Muhammadan candidates are strongly backed in 
many ways. The MuhammadaRs are grateful to Government for the 
dated the 21st December, 1925, but I leapectfully beg to 
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submit that the number of IfubanimsdanR who will derive benefit 
will Ij» very few. So I urge upon Government to clearly and definitely 
state in this Council what the attitude of Government is in respei't of 
the subordinate services in the following dei^rtments, rh. i — Registrar 
tion Department especially Suli-Registrarships, Education Department 
especially Sub-Inspectorships of Schools and School Tcacherships. 
Excise Department especially Excise Inspw'torships and Sub-fnsfiei’tor- 
ships and Co-opei’ative Department esfiecially (\)-o|>enitive Ins|>ector- 
^hips. Further I specially urge upon Government to state clearly 
whether it intends to increase to at least 50 jier cent, the number of 
appointments in the var^us ministerial departments of tin* province* 
whether in the Secretariat or in the otfues of the District Officers. 
Furthermore, I strongly appeal to Government to apply the same 
priiieiple to all these subordinate and ministerial ser\'i(-es for the pur- 
pose of increasing Moslem employees, r/r., the good of the province 
as a whole, if not “ the jKipulution basis ’* w'hi<*h Government does 
not like. It may he aske<l, why do I ask increasfMl appointments P 
The reply is plainlj this — thlit the Muhammadans form a vmy imiKirt- 
ant part of the population of this province and that they are now able 
to give every year to Government for appointment in these services 
the same soH of (jualifiW candidate^ in a larger numhtu- than before 
as that tiffered by non-Muhammadan communities and that there is no 
valid reason why they should lie refused increased appointments. One 
thing I may say in passing. Very recently in the latter part of June 
last 1 saw new apixuntments in respect of the llengal Junior Tivil 
Service in the Calrutta Guzettr and out of the total number of 
appointments only 4 were given to Muhammadans. Is this the way 
in which Government hopes to make up (h<* total number of Muham- 
madan appointments to <ine-third or to 45 per cenf.P Was there any 
dearth of suitable Moslem candidates? 

T now appeal to the European section of this Douse who so ably 
and generously supported Nawah Musharruf Ibissain’s ill-fated resolu- 
tion regarding Moslem aj[>|Kuntiiient in March, 1924 and w*ho all along 
sympathise with just Muhammadan grievances when put in a proper 
spirit. So I request them to help me in the passing of this residiition 
which is more reasonable and upon which Government has already 
taken some action. 

liastly, Sir, T appeal to the Hindu memheirs of this House. My 
Hindu friends always affirm with emphasis that they arc really 
nationalisti^trying for India’s salvation in the right way. But do 
not my Hindu brethren realise that true Indian nationhoml depends 
upon the federation of the two principal communities of India? It 
they do so and if they are convinced the Hindu-Moslem entente is 
most essential for developing Indian n^tionhfKMt, then do T Iiesee<^h 
them to help the Moslems of Bengal in the betterment of their con- 
dition by ungrudgingly allowing competent and educated Moslems to 
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find more employment in Government services in future, f^urely, the 
Government service exercises a tremendous influence in the country 
and there is no jfainsayinjf the fact. My Hindu friends wilf henish 
from their minds the idea of merfifin^ the Muhammadans in the on- 
ward course of the political progress of the country. We know that 
nitiny of the IlindtiH have preconceiv(‘d notions of the so-called mental 
inferiority of Moslems (which are not at all facts) and have strong 
attractions for several catch-phrases which are of recent and foreign 
oiicin, e.fj., we are Indian first and Hindus and Moslems afterwards. 
In fact, these catch-phrases do nf)t find congenial soil in Ind'an 
political field to grow, Ihditics in India must develop according to 
me needs and reejuirements of the various communities and interests 
to l>e found in India. 1’he two great communities of India must meet 
each other Imlf way on cf|ual terms in every respect before The true 
Swaraj is attained. Till then, we cannot dispense with the British 
character of the administration and the foreign comnmrcial interests 
altogether. 

Finally. Sir, 1 apix’ul t<» the House once for *ull to give whole- 
hearted support to this my resolntion which T have brought again 
and again before tin* (\>uncil for tlv.‘se twelve, months w’ith the best ot 
motives for the proper uplift of* my community by taking their due 
and legitimate share in the administration of Government in this 
province. With these words T commend the resolution for the 
neeeptaiK'e of this House. 

SHAH 8YED EM DA DU L HAQ moved by way of amendment that 
in the motion of Maulvi Abdul (imuler, line 8, for the figure “ hO ” the 
figure “ 80 ” he sulwtituted ; and the following Ik? added at the end. 
namely: — “ until the jH*rcentagi‘ of Muhummuduns is raised to 56 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: May I ask if a memlKr of the Houst' can 
change his tongue as he likes? Can he speak one day in Bengali, 
one day in Urdu, one day in Persian and so on? 

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. W. L. Travers): All I can say is that this 
has happened before in this House and the President has allowed it, 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ thou simke in Urdu. The English 
translation of which isi.as follows: — 

“ My rt'Holuliun regarding the apiH>intment of Muhammadans in 
(hivernment services having been disallowed, I gave noTtce of this 
amendment tf> the resolution of Maulvi Alxlul Quader. I shall speak in 
Urdu in order to attract more attention of the Hon’bl© Member in 
cdiarge as well as that of the officials. 

Sir, 21) or 25 years ago then? were very few cxlucated Muham- 
madane in this province. At that time GovernmenPe order for the 
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appointsment of Muhammadans ns much aa pt»r cent, was no doubt 
a favoui- to the Muhammaduna. hut that ia not the caw* now. Oir. 
cumstaftces have changed greatly. At present it is imi)enitive that 
Government should take .stej^js in atMordaiiee with my projmsed amend- 
ments. True, the projx)rtion of edm'itled Hindus is greater than that 
of Muhammadans, hut it (*annot he denied that there is amjde rmmi 
for the npiK)intment of more Muhammadnits almost in all departments. 
As the educated Muhammadans runttot find any employment, the 
condition of the villages are growing from had to worse day hy day. 
For, most of these educated (lersons are sons of the village {Mmsants or 
of the gentlemen of .sfr^iteiuMl circum.stumes, who in educating their 
children hav’e to run into delits. Hut wluu) atli*r so much struggle 
their sons cannot find any employnnuit, all Iheii ho|M‘s are blighted and 
in de^air they no longer e<lucate their diahlren. Heme Moslem 
education is getting a set hack. 

Now-a-days many Swarajists advance this argument : wliat good 
W'oiild it be hy fighting (»ver thest' few posts in a vast population of so 
many crores, we fiinl that wli(‘n a |M‘rso)i gets employment, 

through liim many othei’ )>e)'si>ns are aide to sei’un* s(*rvices. get eilu- 
cation and (an prevent oppression being ciunmittfMl on their own 
community. In many cases, our lii«‘ and tleatli depcuni on these stu- 
vices. Are not tin* t)ppre.s.si(uis committtMi oit the Muhammadans by 
the Hindu police in the (’ahutta riots sufficu*nt to justify this^ 'I’he 
riots took place between both communities and both sides wi‘re killed 
and wounded, but how many ca‘-es have Immui instituted against the 
Hindus and how many against the Muhammadans V How many Hindus 
and how many Muhammadans have lH*«*n convicted y All these speak 
for themselves. Kv<»n the same thing has lM*en echoed by His Kxcel- 
lency in London and he has tlnmght it not altogt'lhei improbable that 
the oppression was fs'ijad rated on the Muhammadans owing to the 
prejM)nderunce of Hindu constabulary and admitted that the (piestion 
of services was mainly resjKUisilde for the brewing of commiinul 
frouhle. • 

But it is a matter of great regret that in spite of all this, Govern- 
ment hiiuk away at our legitimate claims on the plea that suitable 
Muhammadan (candidates are not available for the services. In every 
district of Bengal many educiited and intelligent youths fit for any 
services, are sitting idle at their homes for want of employment. I 
being President of the East Bengal Krisak Samiti and having lanm 
invited in many meetings, etc., have got an op]H>rtunity to know and 
indeed I have a list in ray )x>ssc>ssi(m , that there are many des(*rving 
candidates among the Muhammadans. So we (uurnd underfdaiid how 
and on what baaia Government c^n say that they do not get suitable 
candidatea among the Muhammadaiia? Almost all the departmenta 
have been monopoltaed by the Hiudua who bold resixiiiaible {maitiotia 
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there, (/(insequently, even if the snitable Muhammadan candidates be 
forthcorainff still doors are closed to them there. 

We do not request the Government that Muhammadans should be 
employed even in departments yhere they are unfit, and educated and 
deservin^r Muhaminudan candidates cannot be found. It cannot be 
denied however, that there is want of suitable Muhammadan candidates 
in Medical and some other services, but that is due to the fa^d. that a 
sufticient number of Muhammadans cunnot g-et admission in Medical 
schools and (colleges as they are manned by the non-Moslems. In the 
ministerial posis and in other similar jxjsts for which many suitable 
Muhammadan candidates are available, even* there they cannot get 
any empl(»yment as none of their (^o-religionists hold any high posi- 
tion. Ileiur we urge that on the basis of population of this jvovince, 
65 iwr cent, of Muhammadans be appf)inted in all such departments 
w'hert* the above numlMU* of qualified Muhammadans are available. 
In order to translate it into action, only Muhammadans should now be 
appointed almost in all departments, otherwise the above pi*rcentage 
can never be arriv(‘d at. But so long as the above* percentage is not 
reached I propose that 80 p«*r cent, of Mtihammadans l)e ap|>ointed in 
all services. At this some of my M^>slem friends have insinuated that 
let all the posts be given to the Musiammadans. But 1 am not s|>eaking 
anything new — I voice what the far-sighted and soWr Hindus had 
voi(rd in the Bengal Pact. The Hindus are far more advanced than 
the Muhammadans who are still in the background. The Hindus 
occupy an advantageous jmsition as regards |K)wer, wealth, etc., over 
the Muhamnnnians. So to make them ecpial to the Hindus, it would 
not be unjust even if all the services go to the Muhammadans for 
some time. 

Government l>y their vommuniqve that henceforth 45 per cent, of 
Muhammadans should be appointed in the place of 88 |)er tient. have 
not liel[>ed the Muhammadans in any way, rather have done harm to 
their cause. For the last three years, 50 {)er cent, of Muhammadans 
have Wen em|>loyed in siibo'idilnate services. Now by the above 
rommutnqii/^ the Government have created difficulties in that respect. 
For, in the above services *‘15 per cent, of the [)osts ale filbnl up by 
promotion and (»5 t>er cent, by recruitment from outside By going 
through the records of these departments we find very few Muham- 
madans have been rew'orded by promotion. The reason is that the 
Muhammadans do not get such high emoluments as the J)i visional 
Commissioner, the MemWr, Board of Revenue, etc. In the circum- 
stances, recniit^ient of 45 |ier cent, out of the remaining 65 per cent, 
services, really Ineans rei^mitment of less than 29 per cent. *So the 
above communique has not bettered their lot in the least. The remedy 
is the appointment of large nftmber of Muhammadans in responsible 
posts. We urge Government to amend the communique when in 
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reali# it cannot do anything good to the Muhammadans. Whether or 
not O^vemxnent take action on my amendments, in other departments 
they cmould take action and appoint large number of Muhammadans at 
least in the police and in the minit^erial posts for which there are 
many deserving Muhammadan uindidutes.*’ 

[At this stage the Ilon’ble the President returned to the Chair.] 


Mr# A* (#• BANERJEE: I am sorry that 1 shall have to opfiose Imth 
the motions not because 1 think that the Muhaiiiiimdans should not get 
more appointments bu^ liecause I tWd that any such understanding, 
any such statutory provision or any other provision in the sha]>e of a 
pact or similar other things is conducive hi an uci'tmiuaiion of com- 
munal feeling. The Muhammadans on the one hand, will then think 
that their interests are different from those of the Hindus and must 
therefore be separately pmvided for by legislation or olherVisc*, and 
the Hindus will think similarly reganling their own interests. That 
is not conducive a propel sense of nationality, and Swaraj can never 
be obtained if this communal feeling is iHUinitted t«) grow and glow in 
volume by resolutions such ax tyis which can aptly 1 h‘ described us 
silly, and shortsighted! Therefore# I am opposed to this resolution. 
1 think it will do a deal of mischief, as the Linknow pact did a lot 
of mischief, as the separate ehntorate umler the (iovenniient of Imliu 
Act of Mr. Montagu has done a lot of mischief and also my friend 
the late Mr. Dan’s jiact did a lot of mis<*hief and aggravated the com- 
munal ft'eliiig. If we want to work out the ]H)lttical salvation of the 
country we must learn to think that oiiv interests art‘ common, we 
must think nationally and not communally. You want liecauw* you 
hapfien to be Muhammadans .so many ajipointments and you urge that 
because you are Muhammadans your interests are different and must 
be so as the Hindus ^nd Muhammadans do not intermarry and do not 
interdine with each other. Well there are various castits among the 
Hindus such as Hrahmjns, Kayusthas and other castes, who do not 
intermarry and interdine with one another; do they ever say that their 
interests are different Then why do you say your interests are 
different? If there is famine, or additional or heavy taxation in the 
country the Hindus and Muhammadans will suffer alike. Is the flanib 
of patriotism Jio thoroughly extinct in your b«east that you c^aunot see 
eye to eye with the Hindus and with the rest of the world and remember 
that afte«*all the country belongs e<{ually to the Hindus and Muham- 
madans, that we are all children of the same soil, that our interests 
are the same and that we shall have to work out our salvation — 
pditicai and otherwise--jointl|v P It is a mistaken policy for ofur 
Muhammadan friends to think that the^ will further their own interest# 
by asking for separate provisions with regard to everything on a 
communal basis. It is a great mistake if they forget t^t by doing 
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tIuH while oil the one hand they will be empha8i»inj( and perpetrating 
the catnmunul differences in the country and on the other han^ they 
will be strengthening the hands of the foreign bureaucracy and thus 
setting the hands of the clo(;k of juogress liuck. 

Ajuirt from all (jficstions of principle let us now come to the ques- 
tion of administration in respect of which these apiK>iutments are 
asked. The adininisiration of the country has got to be carried on 
ellicieiitly. You cannot, simply l)ec4iuse you happen to be in a majority, 
claim a larger number of apiMiintments in any adininistrution unless 
you have a sulficient iiumlM*r of competent n^n. You say that the 
Government Hervices are overriden hy Hindus and the Muhammadans 
have little tdiance of a Imik-iii. What about mercantile offices? They 
are run on businesH lines there the merchants employ the most ^cieut 
men, ami will lujt huik to the men’s nationality or cree<l. Even if they do 
at iim<‘H l(^ok to a man’s nationality they certainly never look to his creed ; 
they will choosi* the most efficient men. Why do not the Euro])ean 
merchants of (’alcutla select their men from'among tl}e Muhammadans? 
Because there are not many efficient men to lie found among them, 
hccause they want the most efficiei^t men available to employ. You 
are asking for a provisimi of pqiceiitage of* apimintments simply 
because it is Government service, but take any imlejiemlent profes- 
sion. ’rhere is the law ()|)eii to you. How is it that not one of you 
uj) to date has Ih'cu able to rise to anything like a “ |>osition ” in 
the profession? Thei<‘ is the medii^al profession. Why do you not 
call in a medical m«i who is a Muhammadan, but would ordinarily 
cull in u Hindu medical practitioner? Simply l>ecause you think 
that ilie Hindu is more efficient. In engaging barristers and pleaders 
why do you go to the Hindus and not to the Muhammadans 

Mauivi ABDUL QUADER: On a ^»oint of oilier, Sir. the ipiestion 
before the House is not why the Muhammadans engage Hindu liurrist^rs 
and Hindu medical practitioners. , 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I think that Mr. Banerjee is discussing the 
efficieiicv of the services. 

i 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE 3 1 know why my hou’ble friend does not like 
this observation. Why does the bulk of the Muhammadan litigants 
still go to the Hindu and not to the Muhammadan lawyerslL Bemuse 
they are hardly any com|H*tent Muhammadan law’yers? Why do the 
bulk of the Muhammadan {aitients go to Hindu Medical practitioners? 
Simply knause the Hindu dm'tors know their business and the majority 
of the Muhammadans doctors not. 


MMlvi ABDUL QUADERs You cannot question this. 
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iit* Ca BANER4EES You always say ** give us more ap]M)iiii- 
meiits ” but (lovernmeut have got to look to the efficiency of the admin- 
istration. You come as l>eggara; can’t you come straight on your 
merits? ^ 

Mttulvi ABDUL QUAOERs (Question: We do not come as In^ggars. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: 1 supj>oMe then you a*ould like to come as 
musters. You are very much mistaken if you think that you c-an do 
so. Improve your intellectual status and for the mere asking you 
will get the up]H)intment.s. As for myself I w(mld give vSO per cent., aye, 
cent. i>er cent, of tlie ap])ointmenls to the Muhammadans and dismiss 
all the Hindus from th(‘ sjuvice of (lovernment to-day and ap)mint 
MuhaunnadaiiH in their places but they must 1 m» efficient. There must 
Im* a certain amount of (‘tticiency wliich should be demanded from every 
man asking for employment. Tliese things are getting to Ik‘ sickening. 
They are thinking of their own p<‘lt\ interests only which do not affect 
the Muhammadans a< a con^uunitx but will iHUiefit only a few of them 
who are out to (‘Xj^loit the ( iov(*rnnient in the name tif their c-ommunity 
for purpos(‘s of st‘lf-aggramlis<*ment. We should thend(»ie discourage 
all these }H*tt,v motjons and the les^ there is of 4‘ommunalism among us 
the Wtter it is for tht‘ (‘oiinti\ and foT all concerned. 

Mailivi KADER BAK8H: Sir, I have not been able to follow the 
arguments addmed by m.\ Irieiid Mr. A. Ibinerj4‘e. Me has been more 
vocal than reasonable, lie sai4l that litigants d(» not go to Muham- 
madan barristers but to llimlu barristeis l)ecause the former are not 
efficient. Is it an aigument for the Muhamnunlans not gelling their 
proper share of ajipointimojls umler (io\erniiient in the province? The 
resolution says that only ({Ualified .Muhammadans should get 50 per 
cent, of all (lovernment ]^o^ts and in his sjaash the mover of the reso- 
lution emphasised on this point. I fiml that iny friend, Mr. A. 0. 
Banerjee, has totally forgotten the word “ (juulitied ” — either he is 
short of hearing or he dgl not care to hear what was said by the mover. 
Now, Sir, there is another thing which my honourable friend forgets 
and that is the standard of (puilification. (lovernment jinlges the suit- 
ability of candidates according to a certain standard and gives apjmint- 
ments fo such us come up to that standard. I cun tell him that at 
the beginning of Briti.sh rule in this (jouutry /.lovernment did not gid 
brilliant graduates for the different ap}>ointments at their diH[Kmal. 
They hadddo be satisfied with matriculates and undergraduates and 
though they were iueffiedent some of them rose tii eniiuem^ iMNtuuse, 
Sir, these persons were given 8<'ope to prove their worth. If the 
Muhammadans are denied the right to make themselves efficient by 
entering Government service*, how can l^Jr. A. (X Banerjee at the same 
time say that they are inefficient? They must l)e given the opportunity 
to show their 'merit. 1 can tell you that the situation of the country 
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ill quite different from what it was 20 or 25 years ago from tlie Muham- 
madau point of view. At that time it was thought proper that 33 per 
cent, of all Government appointments should go to Muhammad^. 
But after 25 years I can dare sav that the Muhammadans have acquired 
qualifications by leaps and bounds and lots of graduates can be found 
amongst Muhammadans who can discharge their duti^ in any depart- 
ment of Government as well as a Hindu. As a whole the Hindus 
may be more educated than the Muhammadans, but taking individually 
no Muhammadan is less (jualified than a Hindu. There is one aspect 
of the question : it is this, that of late my Hindu friends have begun to 
denounce the Pact l>ecauHe they are afraid thqt the Muhammadans will 
take away their loaves and fishes. It is easy to understand why a man 
is averse to jmrt with his iM>wer, as my learned friend knows very well 
tliat the bureaucratic government does not like to give us more power 
than what we have got at present. Now the Hindus being in a better 
jMjsition ‘and having captured all the departments of Government cun 
very well say “ we are not going to give you anything as y<ni are not 
etficient.” My learned friend, Mr. Banerjee, says that we should give 
up all these communal ideas. If my friend viants to keep the Muham* 
nindan (ommunity down-trodden he will certainly nsk us to give hp 
the cimmunal sjdrit. 1 would aj^ain <lraw the attention sd my friend, 
Mr. Banerjee, to the fact that the demand on the pan ot Mnham- 
luaduns is not unreusonahle but only just and pioj>er. It is the duty 
of the Hindu community to raise the M nliaiiimailun coinmnniiy up hy 
giving them a proper share in the administration of the ta iintry. He 
must also hear in mind that at the present moment nclH <ly likes to he 
a slave to unylxMly else and every one demands equal rights. I do 
not priM'eed on the Iwisis of population but on the basis of eflicieuey 
I can guarantee timt from my Division — the UajHhuhi Division — at 
least we cun sujjply an ade<iuate number of Muhammadan candidates 
for every department of Government — whether jsdice, executive or 
judicial department. My district has got several doaens of Muham- 
madan graduates who are all efficient and in no way less <iuuHfied than 
u Hindu. Now, Sir, T would draw his attentiou to the fact that there 
are several Mubaminadan magistrates in the service of Governmeftt 
none of whom has ever lieen declared inefficient, and in fact of that 
how can my friend, Mr. Banerjee, say that Muhammadans are ineffi- 
cient. It is true the Muhammadans did not take to education in time 
and as a result they are suffering now, and that is why they have not 
got sufficient men in the various professions. And it is jery unfair 
to condemn the Muhammadans without giving them any scope or 
opiwriuuity. I may mention the case of Dr. Jahiruddin who was as 
efficient as any Hindu medical practitioner of Calcutta. The officials 
of Government who are mainly Hindus have sufficient money to edu- 
cate their children, whereas (lie Muhammadans are mostly poor and 
therefore cannot afford to educate their children: hence the disparity 
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betw«ia the two oommuoities in respect of education. Furtiier, the 
HindlUi naturally help men of their own community and they are 
reluclalit to help the Muhammadans. We live in the interior amicably 
with the Hindus and there is a brotherly feelini? between the two 
communities. We are not at all ix>sslssed of communal jealousies and 
we have full confidence in our Hindu brothers. And my friend Maiilvi 
Abdul Quader who also hails from the mufassal has bn»UKht forward 
this resolution in the hope that he will get supiKui from his Hindu 
friends. With these words, Sir, I beg to supiMirt this resolution. 

Maulvi ABDUL OAfURi Sir, I had no mind to speak on this 
motion, but after hearing Mr. A. (\ Banerjee I think that I should 
speak a w(»rd or two in support of my friend’s resolution. Now, Sir, 
what irritates my sense most is the humiliating |K)sitiou to which he 
relegates the Muhammadans as a class, for he says that the Muham- 
madans are inefficient. But wliere are his pr<M>fsH I wmild say that 
Muhammadans in (Government servi(*e have done full justice to the 
respective departments to ^hich they have l»een ap|H>inted. What is 
really at the baci; of Mr. Ilanerjee’s mind is (hut lie does not like 
this question to lie ushered in because he does not wish the Hindus to 
give up the position wlrtch they ha^ attained. My subniisHion to the 
House is this: that Mr. Banerjee’s spirit wiis most virulent and his 
remarks will go to show how fur the Muhammadans have lieen humi- 
liated by the Himlus. He says that there are no gooil .Muhammadan 
legal practitioners and that iiie Muhammadan litigants go to Hindu 
lawyers. The Muhammadan litigants (-ertainly do not go to Hindu 
lawyers through Muhammadan touts and what generally hajipens in 
the mufassal is this : when a Muhammadan has an (M casion to gf> to 
court he generally takes a letter from some Hindu friend, to a Hindu 
pleader, aud when the case goes uj» to an upjier court the Hindu pleiuler 
who conducted it in the lower court sends up the |)upcrs of the case 
to another Hindu pleader of the upper court. This is the reason why 
the Muhammadan pleaders do not get opiMui unities of shining and 
showing their merits. 1’ersoiiully 1 <lo not admit that the Muitum- 
madans are in any way less meritorious than the Hindus. As regards 
the medical profession, there are of course certain .scdicKils and colleges 
hut these are mostly manned by Hindu officjers who do not wish to take 
in Muhammadans, although for the show of w|-<alled justice they are 
compelled to take some, and I say also that they do not always take 
the best men. Moreover, Sir, the medtc:al education has become costly 
in many ways. As regards Muhammadan barristers not getting bnefs 
of Muhammadan clients, I would only say that it is not the fault of 
the barristers themselves, but it is rather due to their being Imm as 
Muhammadans, bec'uuse the attorneys are so vet(y apathetic that they 
do not go to Muhammadans, although we* know that the Muhammadans 
are better than the Hindus. As to clerical appointments in meroautije 
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offices, these offices are prac^ticaliy wholly manned by Hindu asBietanta, 
and the Hindu element predomiiiateH there to such an extent that in 
one case whi(;h I know when a Muhammadan was selected by a European 
officer of a certain firm the whole staff of that office went so far as to 
declare openly that if the Muliammadua were taken in they would 
reeif^n in a body. 

We are i>oor. I do not blame my Hindu brethren for monopolising 
all appointments under Government. They get ample opportunities to 
do HO. Kir, I am sure if the Muhammadans get as much opjmrtunities 
they will also rise to the occasion and will be able to prove their 
abilities eijually with Hindus. Sir the idea getting Swaraj cannot 
be contemjdated with the Hindu elements only. Sir, on the 7th of 
DecemW Lala liajj)at Ilai said something in his speech at the Hindu 
Mahasava at Bombay. That shows which way the w’ind blows. 

Or. M. W. B. MORENO: May I eiupiire whether rny hon’ble 
friend is addressing the hctcr^igenous (dements of the crowds • 

Mauivi ABDUL CAFUR: My friend wants to shelve the (juestion. 
Sir, my upjM*al to the Hcuise is that our ( bums are (piite reasonubbi, 
moderate and legitimate, and as smli the House will support the motion. 

« 

Bibu AMULYA OHONE AODY: I c>]>|.ohp tliis Tes(duti(m as well 
as the amendment which have l»een moved i>Y my friends opposite. 
The last speaker has stated* that the demand is a iiKKlerate one, but 
I ln*g to suiunit that it is rutb(*r an extraordinary^ one. Sir, I am 
strongly (Opinion tl»at the h(»st of the (‘undidates should l>e appointed 
by Government irres]»ective (d caste, creiMl or (olour, l)e they Hindus 
or Muhammadans, KuropiMins (►r Indians. We are to consider as to 
how b> improve the administration of our country — how to impiove 
efficiency thereby. And therefore we must l>ear in mind that the best 
of caiuHdates are apixuiited. Tliere should l>e fair-play and no favour. 
It has been suggested that 80 j)er cent, of ajipoinijnents should be 
allotted to Muhammadans and I am afraid I hpve l)een unable to follow 
the line of my hon’hle friend’s arguments as he has sjmken in Urdu 
and not in Bengali, I am really son 7 to bod that Goveniment appeals 
to l)e a little favourably dispovMe<l tow’ards the (N^mand of my Muham- 
madan friends. Fonnerly they wm given 83 per cent, but now I am 
astoniahed to find the percentage has already been increased to 45 per 
cent. Sir, it is doing injustice to Hindus. I have sad experience in 
tli« case of admission of 8tu(b>nts into the Calcutta Medical College 
and I am inft»riued from a very reliable source that 26 per cent, of 
the students itr be admitted has been reserved for Muhammadans, 
irres|>ective of academical qualifications. 

Ml* FREBIDENTs Order, order, it is quite beside the point 

Mr. Addy. 
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Bita AMULYA DHONE ADDYs Sir, I am dealinfit with th^ pro- 
porti<«i^ under which admission is made in the Calcutta Medical College. 
However, Sir, I may be allowed to say that this policy has already 
done havoc in the Calcutta (Wporation. Quite a number of Muham- 
madans have been appointed therein i(>i^oring tho claims of Hindus who 
are more qualified — ignoring the claims of officers w'ho have great 
experien(‘e and* who have worked in the Calcutta Cor}K»ralion for a 
good many number of years. That is the reason why the inunici)ml 
administration of Calcutta has been seriously nfFecte<l — that is the 
reason why the (h>rporation of Calcutta has liecome less |Kipuhir. 

iSir, reference has hten made to the Hindu-Muhammadan Pact^ — a 
Pact made hy our esteemed friend, the late Mr. {\ H. Dus. But, Sir, 
it is aj*act wliich has not lK*eii confirmed hy (he Indian National (km- 
gress — nor has it hern confirmed hy (he Provincial (*onference at Krish- 
nagar. It is a Pact which has Ih'ch condemiKHf hy every right-thinking 
yian of Bengal. Sir, ajipointnients arc made for Indian (^ivil Servic*e 
as well ivs Bengal (^ivil Service hy competitive examinations. And 
that is the reason* as to why we get the very best of (‘uudidates — that 
is the reason why the administration of the Indian (’ivil Service is 
an admirable one. Sir^ in the i%len*K( «>f giKMl aihninistnition of the 
country, the vciy lies! of the candidates should he appointed and only 
hy competitive test. 

The Hon*ble Mr. L. BIRLEY: During (he past few years a new 
eat<'h-w<»rd has been added to the political vo<’ahulary’ of Bengal — 
** loave,s and fishes ”. It has ttriseii from the iiHTeasing eeonomii' 
pressure on tiie middle classes. In the ronnnvniqu/' vihieh was issued 
in I)e<'emlK*r, Government attemptiHl to dis|)el the idea that in 

the (bstrihution of appointments in the public services the main con- 
sideration for Government to l(K>k to was the provision of earw*rs for 
one or other element of the |K»])ulation. Government eiiqiliasised their 
view that the most imjiortant element to which they have to liKik in 
this problem is the gisid of the ))0))uln(ion of Bengal as a whole. I 
am sorry that (lie Muliammadan inenilierH of this (huineil have not 
lU'eept*^! (liut principle and have udhere<) to loaves and fishes 
There are two very distinct aspects of this ]>rohlem, and it is important 
that the distinction should* Im* realised. I come across laith of them 
very often. Theiv is a geneml short-jige of enydoyment for the middle 
classes, and with the recent advance in Muhammadan cduc^ation this 
has liegun to be felt by Muhammadans as it is felt hy Hindus. I do 
not think that it is felt yet to u very great extent by Muhammadaii 
graduates, bc^c'ause it is not uncommon for one who has secured a gocKl 
post to leave it in order to get a better. But it is felt more and more 
among matriculates. It is this I think which accounts for the 
that Maulvi Abdul Quader has laid special stress on his detnand for 
an increased percentage for Mahammadans in ministerial apimiaimenU. 
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HtN reason is that the po8t8 are more numerous and a larger aHmber 
of Muhammadan young men could find employment. The desire is a 
very natural one but whether the demand is reasonable is a question 
to which 1 shall come later. 


This aspect of the problem represents the point of view of those 
who want employment and of their parents. It is the “ loaves and 
fishes ” aspect. 


The second aspect is that of the g(KKl|of the general population, and 
it is their interests which Government consider themselves to be under 
an obligation to c.onsult, an obligation far stronger than, that which 
recjuires thetn to consider the desire for employment. As far as ** loaves 
and fishes *' go, each cuiuHdate is an inhabitant of Bengal, and as 
Hindi lias primn facie a.H gcKxl a claim as any other inhabitant,' apart 
from the (pn^stimi whether he is a Hindu or a Muhammadan. Where 
this is thh case the obvious course is to take Uie liest candidate irres- 
jiective of his community, iiiiless there is some rmison which $iffects the 
public and not the candidates, whi<*h niak^s it right to depart from 
this principle. 

As I shall explain later on we tlWnk that there is a distinct advan- 
tage for the Muhnmmadan element in the population in having a fair 
proportion (»f Muhammathin officers in administrative [wsts. 

I have the strongest sympathy with what I lielieve to he the legiti- 
mate ground for a claim for some degree of preference in this ijuesiion 
but my view is that the line of argument adopted in sup|X)rting these 
demands is entirely mistaken, and fails altogether to justify their 
denuuul which is made. If we are going to talk about “ loaves and 
fishes ” then surely it follows that we must count up the graduates and 
matriculates and (distribute appointments to Hindus and Muhamma^ 
dans in jirojiortion to the numbers of Hindu and Muhammadan gradu- 
at*'s and matriculates, and if we do that it will lie found that the resulta 
will he much less satisfactory to Muhammailan than those of the 
existing system. 

I therefore strongly advise Muhammadan members to (drop ** loaves 
and fishes ” altogether and look at the piohlem from the point of view 
of the grxjd of the population as a whole. 

If they will do this** they will realise, as Government have done, 
that the question at issue is a complicated one and that no system of 
adopting a fixed percentage for all appointments of all kinds is in any 
way prai'tif'able. We made a distinction in that o(mmumqu6 
Wtweeu administrative posts and ministerial posts. There is a very 
great distinction between these two. To the general public it matters 
little whether a ministerial officer is a Hindu or a Muhaminadaii or 
what he is provided he does his work effici^tly. 
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On ||» other hand quite ai>art from sugrgestiug that a Hindu or 
HuhamMiadan will unduly favour the interests of hi« own community, 
there altl in the system of Government which prevails in this country 
many opfmrtunities for an officer to help the members of his part of 
the country and to organise them to iiiaKb efforts in their own interests, 
and this is often seen in the case of e<iucational institutions. There 
is an advantage in a country in which the majority of the jxjpulation 
is composed of MuhammadaiiH that there should Ite a substantial 
number of Muhammadan officers. One of the examples in W'hich this 
applies is the case of officers engaged in co-o|>erntive work. The 
officer who is engaged on work among co*oi>eraiive societies will lie 
largely affected in his work by his sympathy for the people with whom 
he is engaged, and in a c<nnitrv in which the majority of the popula- 
tion is Muhammadan, I think it is of great value that there should be 
ft substantial number of Muhammadan officers engaged in co-ojHTative 
work. On these lifies Government have adopted certain principles — 
wlii<‘h are that there shall Im‘ a sufficient pro|s>rtion of Muhaininaduns 
in certain of the higher services to ensure that the gerieral interests 
of the (!Oininuiiity sflall not suffer (this refers to administrative iKists) — 
tlmt in the case of subordinate apjM)iiitinents a sufficient share shall 
be allotted to Muhammadans to eiic<iyrage the edination of that com- 
munity; and that in such cases then* shall W a sufficient share to 
prevent the monopoly of public emplc»vmeiit by any one class or f^iin- 
munity; and lastly Government havt* reasserted the principle that pro- 
motion shall 1 m* by merit alone without any reference to communal 
interests. Now, encouragement <»f education den's not mean taking 
away the incentive which the desire for ap|>oiiitinents in Government 
service undoubtedly provides. It means reserving a proimrtion of the 
posts so that tile liest shall be certain of apiMiintiiieiitM. If we wero in 
make a rigid division and say that a certain iiuinlier of [losts will be 
reserved for Hindus and a certain nninlM*r for Muhammadans, all in- 
centive for MuliaiiunadanH to improve the stundaitl of their educational 
institutions would lie taken away. 

Maulvi Abdul (iuuder reminds u.s that he tabled this res<dution 
a year ago. I may tell him that during that year (ioveriimenl have 
been considering thi.s question and have considered it thoroughly. He 
will find that while he has b<H*n trying to bring forward this resolution, 
Government have gone a great way to carry out what he ha* asked 
us to do. When we have provided that Government reserve the right 
to appoint a proportion of 45 i>er cent, of Muhammadans to certain 
services, I ask ^m to note that this will not necessarily produce a 
service of 45 per cent, of Muhammadans where some of the sfipoint- 
ments are filW by promotion from the lower services — ^promotion in 
such oases takes no account of communkl claims, but only of the 
qualifications of the officers* 
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In the matter of minieterial posts, we have followed the principle 
which I have mentioned, and here we have not held that it is a matter 
of importance to the public whether a ministerial officer is a Hindu or 
a Muhammadan. Therefore, except in the Burdwan Division where we 
have slijBi'htly raised the j)erce!ftages to be reserved, we have made no 
alteration, except to this extent, that we have drawn attention to 
the fact that the jier cent, of the ai)pointment8 to be given to 
Muhammadans is a minimum and not a maximum. There is nothing 
to prevent Muhammadans from getting any number of posts provided 
that the Mubammudans are the l>est. All that we ]»rovide for is that 
33J per cent, of tlie posts should be given to Muhammadans who i) 088 ea 8 
the (jualifi(‘ 4 itions which are prescril>ed ; after that is done, the posts 
are oi)en to Hindus or Muhammadans whichever possess the beat 
(jualificalions. 

Maulvi Abdul (^ihuUm’ has asked me jaii ticularly in legard to sub- 
registrars. 'Pile (picsfioii of sub-registrars was r(*(’ently considered by 
Oov(»rntnent. The rules relating to a|>i>ointnients are somewhat com- 
jilicatisl, and they are based on ]>err<*ntag<*s in tjte several (\)mmis- 
sioners’ divisions. A small adjustment has been made on the pro- 
portion in one division an«l the retjult bus bc'en tliat the total for the 
province now comes to 4(5 per ceut. in place of the 43 per cent, which 
has been the |MM'centage for very many years past. 

In the Kducation Department no decision has been arrived at. 

He also asked nlnnit Excise Inspectors. Excise Ins|H*ctors are 
dealt, with in the row mnniqur 1 have referred (o. The result has l)een 
that the previous pro|K>rtioii of 33 ])er <‘ent. diiect appointments has 
bt^m raised to 45 <*ent. that is to say Government reserve the 
right to appiiint 45 ]M»r rent. With regard to Exci.se Sulvlnspector- 
ships, no diMusiou has Wn arrived at. 

No decision has Iwen arrived at as regard.s co-oiKuative insiHrtors. 
But I may mention that the ]K>st of inspec tor of co-oi)erative societies 
is o!je of those in which 1 consider tliat it is imtlie intere.sts of a Muham- 
madan iMipulution to have a substantial number of Muhammadan officers. 

I have no doubt that in regard to th(‘ api>ointments of co-oi)eralive 
ins]>ectors Muhammadan claims will Ik* favourably considered. 

Maulvi AMul Quader has also drawn attention to the fact that in 
the re<H‘nt prououm ement of api>oint merits to the Bengal Junior (livil 
iService, t.e., Sub-Deputy Oillectovships, there were 30 Hindus and only 
4 Muhanimadans apptdnteil. The reason for that is that in the examina- 
tion which was conduct^ last Novemlwr the number of Muham- 
madan candidates who secured qualifying marks was very small. 
We have taken into one service or another every Muhammadan who 
came up to the minimum ^jualifying standard. We have done all 
that we could do for them in that respect. The rules have been 
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strioltjr followed, although they did iim prcnluee the reault which the 
Muhammadaiig or the Goverumtut degired. 

Mr * Banerjee has ol)je('ted to figures, but surely he realises that 
Government must give pn*rise instnirtioiis to their ofheers and eaiiiiot 
leave each oftieer to do as he |deasJ?s. The reservation of pro|»or- 
tions is nothing nea* — it is very imieh older than the Bengal pait. 
We have during the t>ast year gone a eonsideiahle way towards giving 
effect to the desire of Muhainmadans and foi the present we are not 
prepared to do anything more, nor do I think that it would Ih» to the 
true interests of Muhamniaduns if we were to do more. I'heie is no 
(juestiori that the desire, for Government serviie has la^en one of the 
great imentives in reient years to the advame of Muhammadan educa- 
tion. If we were to do more, we should take away that im'entive. 
GovernTnent are therefore unable to accept the rescdution and I opjHise 
it. 


Mauivi ABDUL QUAOER: I am Miiprisei! at tire attitude of my 
Hindu colleagues. , In my sihstIi I have never used the wolds “ loaves 
and fishes.” My f|M‘ech was deliveieil all along iiuu spirit of tolera- 
lion, and so iny Hindu fiiemK should not have ohjei'teil to it. 

I am sori\ that Govei iiineiit ifte not more syinpalhetic esjieciallT 
in regard to ministerial servii’e. huf in view of the assurnnce given 
hv the Hon' hie Meinher in charge I Is^g leave to withdraw the 
motion. 

The motion ot Mauhi Alslul (^uader was then, hy leave of the 
('ouncil. witlaliawii. 


Adlournmant. 

The (’oum il was then adjourned till r.ii. on Kritlay, !lth duly, 
192h, at the Town Hull, ( alcutta. 
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ProoMdings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Cmincil Chamber in the Town Hail, 
Calcutta, on Friday, the 9th July, 1926, at 3-30 p.m. 


Present: 

The Hon’ble the President (Kumar Ship Shekhueeswae Ray) 
in the (3iair, the tour Hon’ble Members of th# Executive Council, and 
59 nominated and elected members. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Number of persons dealt with under the CoomBtt Act and the 
Presidency Area (Eme^ency) Security Act. 

s 

12. Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU XhMAD KHAN CHUZNAVI: Will 

the llon’ble Meinl>er in charp:e of the Political Department be pleased 
to state how many Hindus and Muhammadans, i*espectively, have been 
dealt with or are under detention under 

(/) the OiKmdas Act, and 

(li) the Presidency Area (Emergency) Security Act 
since 2nd Ajiril last? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITIGAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. L. Birley): (C 11 H iiidu.M ami 9 Muhammadans, up to 30th June, 
1926 ' 

(ii) 117 Hindus and 95 Muhammadans, up to 30th June, 1926. 

Privilege of co-option extended to munioipalitiee. 

13. Mr. P. N. CFJHA: {a) With reference to the reply to 
clause (li) of unstarreil question No. 99 put by Maulvi Abdur Raachid 
Khan mi the 15th March, 1926, will the Hon’ble Memlier in charge 
of the Department of Ijocal Self-Government be pleased to state when 
this decision waE arrived at? 

(5) Was it arrived at by the Government as it is constituted now, 
or by the Government as it as constituted when the Ministers were 
in office f 
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MIMBER in otargi •( OEPaWmENT of LOCAL SELF* 
COVBRNMENT (ttit Hon*M( Maharaja Kihauniah Chandra 

Bahadnr of Nadia): (>0 and {h) Uovemiiu'nt arriv(>d al thia decdaion in 
September, 1924. 

« 

Physicians of the anti-malaria co-opsralivs sooitly dispansariss. 

14. SHAH 8YEO EMOADUL HAQ: (n) Will the lloa'ble 
Mei!il)er in cluii^re f>f the l)e|mrimeiit <»f lioeal Self-(loverunient Iw 
pleaaefl (<» state whether any rule or eireular has lH*en iiiatle fc^r the 
fiularv and the stainlar<^ <|ualifi<‘atioii of the physieians of the anti- 
malaria eo-o])erative jMK'iety ilisfiensarieH? 

(/;) If tln‘ answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the ITon’ble 
Member be pleased to lay on the table a eopy of the rule or eireular? 

The Hon'ble Maharaia KSHAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY* Bahadur 
of Nadia: (a) (t rfveinment have no e<*ntnd over these diKpensarieR and 
cannot frame any jiiles rejrardiii^ the fpialificationH of dcKtoiH employe*! 
in them. 

(h) This does not ari>ie. 

Water-supply in the rural areas. 

15. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: {a) Will the Tlon'ble MemW 

in charjfe of the Department of laa'al SelMlovernment he pleaned to 
state, year by year, for this year and la.st year whether any tnoney was 
allotted in this presidency for >*1iter-snpply in tlie rural arf*as? 

(/;) If the answer to (a) is in the atfirmative, will the llon’hle 
MeinlMM' lie ph»ased to state the anw»uiit of iminey alhfttefl t(» tin* (’hitta- 
ffonj? Division and to each of the districts comprisinjf that Division? 

(r) What is the authority by whom this money should be spent? 

{(1) Is there an> restriction to the effect that villa^fes which are 
unable to make any contribution of their own slioubl la* dei»rivef| of 
the help of the Government in this matter of rural water-supply? 

<c) If the answer to «/) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considerinff the desii^bility of chanjfinff this rule and of makinjc pro- 
vision for the poorer villages? 

The Hon’hli Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
af Nadia: (o) lls. 2,50,000 was allotted last year for the improvement 
of water-supply in rural areas in Bengal and the same amount was 
distributed this year too. 

(6) Rs. 20,000 was placed at the dUposal of the Commissioner of 
.the Chittagong Division both years. Of the last year's grant of 

8a 
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llfl 20 000 the Chittagong Aiatrict Board got Re. 8,300, Tippera 
n». 6,700, and Noakhali Rs. 5,000. It is not yet known how the 
money for the current year has been distributed. 

(c) and (d) The principles to be observed in allocating the grant 
are fully stated in Government ofrder No. 105-9 T.P.H. of the 11th May, 
1925, a copy of which is placed on the library table. 

(e) No change is contemplated by Government. The member’s 
special attention is culled to paragraph 4 of the Government order. 

Non-offlcial Business. 

t 

Resolutions 

(on matters of general puMic interest). 

Appointment of a Committee to prepare a Bill for affording Govern- 
ment assistance to industries. 

Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN; May I have your permission, 
Sir, to move the resolution standing in the name of‘ Dr. Praraathanath 
Baiierjea as he is absent ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You have my simhmuI permission. 

Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: In the absence of Dr. Prnmatha- 
nath Banerjea in whose name the resolution stands, I beg to none that 
this Council recommends to the Government that a Committee consist- 
ing of three otficial and nine non-ofticial members of the Bengal Ijegis- 
lative Council In* appointed to pre|tare a Bill for affording Govern- 
ment assistance to industries in Bengal. 

I’his matter has been engaging the attention of this House for the 
last 5 years, ami for 5 years this Housi' has Wen promised time after 
time by the Government that suitable legislation will be introduced 
in this House for affording assi.stance to industries in this province. 
Even in March lust, in tbe remise of the bbdget discussion when I 
moved for a cut of Re. 1 to the industries grant, Mr. G. S, Dutt wUo 
then replied on Iwhalf of Government gave a (dear undertaking that 
at an early date suitable legislation would be introduced dealing with 
this subjetH. He even stated that the Government had prepared a draft 
Bill, that it had Wen sfnt to the Board of Industries for their opinion, 
that the Board of Industries after having considered the matter had 
given their opinion on the subject and that the Government were then 
considering the same. If I rememWr aright, at that time Mr. Dutt, 
although he did not give an undertaking, led us to hope that in this 
session that dmft Bill would .see the light of day, but unfortunately for 
the people of this province (f ovemment have not yet thought fit to 
introduce that legislation. We are all aware how much unemjdoyment 
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exiati in Bengal; we are ail aware how the middle elaoeea have got to 
go from door to door l>eggiiig fi>r employment — not only searching 
for it — and still they cairt get it; we ai*e »J 1 aware that even when a 
post on Rs. 20 is advertised, applicants who have passed the M.A, or 
B,A. with honours apply for it and still*c‘Hnnot get it The only way in 
which employment can W f 4 iuud for the mi<l<lle classes of the piwince 
is by increasing industries. Here Bengal unfiutunately stands on a 
different level from Bomha>. Fiirtunutely for this country, in 
Bomhay there are anangemeiit*^ whereby imiustries <1111 be tinaiieed, 
and I ho(>e my (tdleagues in tins Ilnuse will sn[»port nn* when I say 
that even big iiubrstries ^n Cnlcutta when they re<|uire finance tannot 
get it fnitn the IniiHMial Bank hut oftentimes gi» to Bomhay to g«‘l the 
necessarv finance. Boniha\ has ihdK*ntiires anil similar other issues 
whereby industries may Iw* tinamed pro|Huly. and if this is the condi- 
tion in reHf>e<'t of hig^ iiidustites. when we think of the smaller ones, 
namely, cottage iiidusti ie.s. in which a large tiutnher of peopl^ of this 
province lould find cm{>lovmeiit, wluui wt* consider the ({nestioii of 
cottage industiiivs wc «ii'c fticed witli the situation that pro)K»sitionN 
therefor are not accc)»talde to an\ hank in tliis countr\ . 'I'he lm|HU’ial 
Bank finds that lottagc indust lies ate too small tor theii cogniir.ance. 
Kxcliatige hankN. who.sc •|Ud|M‘t function is to finance tin* export and 
import trade of the couiitiv, do not see their wa\ to helping the 
cottage industries and. tlierefoie, cottage iiidiistiies are left with only 
one resour<‘e. namelv. indigmious l>aiikeis in onler to find money for 
theii development Wlieti we considei the i|iiestion of indigenous 
hankers, we aie face to face with the situation that in recent years it 
has U^eii found that the high rate of interest which tlie hanks are 
able to give them ate more than what they can find, and they tlieni- 
selves find it more i onveiiieiit and more profitable to lend money to 
hanks instead of to industries, hut (tovei iiiiient cannot sit (|uiet hy 
giving them that answer. It is the duly of (lovernmeiit to 
encourage industries wdiich are so mucli needed for finding uiiemploy> 
ineiii not only for the ^iiiddle i las.ses hut also for the labouring 
classes who would find employment if means were found out and 
brought into l)eiiig for the starting and development and for the siu - 
1‘ess of the cottage industries in this province. It i.s a rriatler of great 
regret that the |>eoj)le of this province thenisidves do not yet so fully 
appreciate the need of (‘ottuge industries that tjiey ought to do, hut 
still the coal industry, the rice mill industry and the oil mill industry 
do find avocations for a large luiiulier of p«»ople of this province, and 
there i« no reason whatsoever if suitable means and suitable financial 
assistance are given to them why a large iiutnlier of cottage induH> 
tries, examples of which we have seen in the survey of cottage indus- 
tries held under the auspices of the Director of Industries in Bengal, 
should not grow* and flourish in this provAice. 
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T have taken leave to move this resolution in order again to draw 
the attention of (fovernment to this very important situation p this 
province, and I hope Government will now be more sympathetic and 
at an early date introduce a suitable Bill and follow the examples 
of Bihar, Madras and other provinces. It was once said that what 
Bengal Ihinks to-day the rest of India will think to-morrow, but we 
find that even when the rest of India have thought out a suitable way 
for financing private industries, Bengal does not yet come to think of 
it. 1 ho|)e that this position whith has arisen in Bengal w'ill soon be 
remedied, and in the better financial position that the Government of 
Bengal now find thenisidves in, I hope no tiiue will be lost in bring- 
ing forward a suitable measure to meet this emergency. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I beg leave to withdraw the 
amendment standing in my name. 

The following motion was then, by leave of the Council, with- 
d raw'll : — 

“ 'riiut in the motion of Dr. Vramathanalh BaivM'jea, jieniiltimate 
line, for the word ‘ Bill ’ the word ‘ Scheme ’ be sub- 
stituted.” • 

i 

Dft H* W« Bt MORENO* Sii, 1 think the strongest words are 
iiHu'Hsary in sujipoit ot the resolution moved by Mr. Khaitan, We 
hear a great deal in Bengal of unemployment. We are told that 
when there aie p(^ts advertiseil in the Goveniment and even in 
meicantile otiices, huiulieds, nay, thousands, of candidates rush for these 
posts. AnylMHly who hu.s dwply studied this problem will know that 
the leal reawm is that peojde liml that they have no other pbue to 
g(i to but to seek for service. We have here fnnu Bengal people sent 
out to .lapan, and pe<>ple wuit out to the West to loam some of the 
impoitaut industries as cat lied on in those eastern and western coun- 
tries. When they <onie hack fully (piulitietl, what is their jx>sitiouP 
They ai-e forctnl to go through the ordinal^- channel of seeking 
employment somewhere, for the simple reason that the industries of 
Bengal hit too few and are not large enough to acc'ommodate them. 
We are simply toying with the whole question heiv in Bengal. We 
find the people starving and we sit and wait, although we know that 
there is op|iort unity for employment if Government will only come 
foiwanl and finance and otherwise assist these industries as against 
fieire foreign comiM'tition, In Japan and other forward countries 
their Governments have come forward and assisted the.se industries and 
have made them stand on their own legs, with the result that these 
countries are now large, flourishing (*oiK'erns, engaging thousands of 
lala>urers, witness the ‘match industry in Japan and other such ones. 
Here in Bengal when we slai/ an industry it meets the keen edge of 
competition from these outside miutries ' who have bounties and 
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sufattdiefl to help them, the result is th* t our iuduairiee are stmngled at 
their very birth, and the people are left just as they were before. I hold 
then, Sir, that it is the solemn duty of Government to eome forward 
and do something’ in this t^nne<'tion. Not long ago Govwnment 
instituted a Committee to enquire infb the question of unemployment 
in Bengal, and some very im)H)rtant and far^i*eaehing suggestions were 
made to the Government. We do m>t want that these suggestions 
made to Government should be held up now as Iteing under ronsideni- 
‘ tion by the Government. We are 8i<‘k of th(‘8e stereoty|»ed replies. 
The people of Bengal demand that (iovernment sliould come forward 
and put our industries yn (heir feet, just as the (boernments in other 
countries have come forward and put their industries on their feet. 

1 say we demand this from the Goverumeiit , and it is but right and 
pn>{)ei* that Goveninieut should uc(‘ept a dernaiid (d this kind. I say, 
again, that words are mtt strtuig enough to supiKui a res<»luthm of 
this kind. We hare in ('aicutta the Bengitl Home Industries AssfKua* 
tion I hapjHMi to U* (‘onnected with it for the eneonragemeiit of 
cottage industries. Kveiylsnly knows that all larger industries Imgin 
as cottage iiidustTiee, eventually dcvehiping inti> industries of larger 
tlimensions. What do we find here in Bengal ? We fiml that there 
is very little attempt the paft^of Government to supjMMi these 
cottage industries of the jteojde in order that they may griw and 
develop into the larger and imuc intlueiitial industries. Nothing has 
l)een ilone so far as the Bengal Home In<luHtii<*s AsHiM’iation is con« 
teamed. I may tell you that Government has thouglit tit to reduce 
its grunt to this A.s.sociation, and so we had to cut dow'n things there; 
consequently all our activities have been eiamped. We are trying our 
very liest to encourage cottage iiidiistrii^ among the laniple; luw we 
find that our sinews of war have Ikhui shorn away, Wcuiise, foiwwdh, 
Government thinks that we aie not doing our duty, although we are 
straining our utmost to encourage these na.Hcent iudustries. We, the 
jieople of Bengal, are trying our very l>est to push forward these 
iudustries, but what do we findK We find that there is no sulistantial 
sup}>i>rt fitmi Government. It is, therefore, our iluty here to protest 
strongly against such action In the Government, rneinployment is 
rife in Bengal; what are we going to do with regard to ihaiP Educa- 
tion "more education and still more edm-ation. That will not do. 
People want something very practical, something siilMtaniial. That 
can only be done when our industries are en<-ouraged by Govemmenb-- 
when they are looked after in the projier way. I feel sure that the 
Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur -who has always done everything towards 
encouraging indigenous industries now that he is in office will do 
something towards the encouragement of these industries and thereby 
earn the lasting gratitude of the people of Bej^l, who are now going 
from poet to pillar and from pillar tolpost seeking for petty appoint- 
meiita. 1 think Mr. Khaitan is entitled to oiir grateful thanlpi for 
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putting’ forward thin rewdution which, I truai, will be supported by 
every one in the House and that Government will look a little more 
kindly t(»wards the material prosjierity of the people of this province. 
If you have a contented and prospemus people, you have a stabilised 
and i)ermanent form of Goveni^ent. This uniest due to unemploy- 
ment is the thing which is eating into the very vitals of the people. 
Most of what we hear of sedition in Bengal, most of what is unpleasant 
to know, is due to this very fact that people have not the wherewithal 
to eat. That can only l>e remedied when our industries are en(;ourag«d 
and put right. 1 hope, then, that the resolution will lie accepted by 
every member of th(‘ Houw, and that the BUm ble Nuwab Bahadur 
will leply in suitable tenns, meeting in some way the demands of 
the people of Bengal. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE wid 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’fole Ntwab Bthailiir Saiyid Nowab All Chmi- 
dhuri, Khen Behedur): Sir, Government have every .symjjathy with the 
nukver in his anxiety to undertake legislatibn to provide tor Govern- 
ment assistance to industries in Bengal. In fact, the matter has Wn 
engaging the earnest attention of Government since the intnaluction 
of the Heforms. A Bill was franie<f as fur back’as 192^1 and was being 
carf fully scr\itinised when the term of the first Ministry came to an 
end. Tlie matter was taken up ou the formation (d the second Minis- 
tr>', but u^ it was short-lived no headway could W made. A revised 
Bill has since been prepared by the Advisory Board of Industries in 
tl»e light of the exi)erience of the sister provinces of Bihar and Orissa 
and' Madras in res[)cct of the legislation alremly enacte<l in those ])ro- 
vinccs. This has Wen considered by Government and steps are being 
taken to itvlraft the Bill. As s(kui as this is done, we shall W in a 
positicui to present the Bill bu- the consideration of the (\»uncil. I 
hope that what 1 have stated will satisfy the mover that there is at 
this stage no scope for u (’omniittee of the nature contemplated by him. 
His jniriMwe will Ic served by the SeltM-t (\)mipittee which will W 
appointed by the (\)uu<*il to consider the Bill when it is iutrmluced by 
Govi'i’umeut. 

In view of these coiisithuations, 1 ho|>e my friend Mr. Ehuitau will 
withdraw the resedutiou. 

« 

Babtl DEBI PROSAD KHAITANS 1 have a few wonis to say by 
way of ^ reply. 1 <H»ugratulate the Hoii’ble the Nawab Sahib on the 
steps that he is taking in order to bring forward a Bill of this nature, 
but the way ia wbi^h he has stated it I am sorry hardly satisfies us. 
Ah lie luw statwl, the draft Bill was ready at the fag-end of 1923 and, 
perhaps, another draft will be r/idy at the fag-einf of 1926. All that 
1 want is that if Government should give us some sort of undertaking 
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that the Bill will be iiitroduml and pushed through in the August 

seHsioii of this Council prolwbly it will l>e very much gratified. 

• • . * 

The motion of Hubu Debi I’nmad Khaitan was then put ajid agreed to. 

The following motion was, in the ^^Wine of the inemlier, dtH*nied 
to be withefrawn : — 

Mauivi A8IMUDDIN AHAMAD: ** This ('tmikcil ret'ornmends to 
the Government that steps be taken to provide that the elective system 
of the llnion Boards, li(Hal Hoards, District Hoards and Municipalities 
should be by balhit, as in the case of the Bengal Legislative Council/' 

EstabTishment of UmoR Boaitli. 

Mr. P. N. GUHA: Mr. President, I beg to move that this 
(Vuncil lecominends to the (ovvernment that the establishment of any 
more Union Hoards under the Hengal Village Self-(iovernment Act, 
1919 (Hengal Act V ot 1919), 1m* pos(|Hmed till the law can l»e so 
amended as to be acceptalile to the jieople of Hengal. Sir, during 
the Budget debate Jast time,* 1 expresseil my emphatic pro(i‘st against 
the jadicy under which the (bivernment have luM'n establishing the 
Union Hoards in this piovince. 1^ know that I shall not Im* able t<i 
(*airv this resi.lution in vi(w (d Go\winnient opposition; 1 know that 
my friends who used to sit on the op|M>site sido were in favour of my 
]»roiM)siil, and how I wish that they would have made it a point to 
come upstairs aftei- enjoying what I should say the b(*st lunch of the 
season. They have gone, amf 1 vainly liMik to the empty lM‘nches on 
the other side for sujiport. At the very outset I want to assure the 
(ioveriinient that 1 am not in any way against the primiple ot the 
leconstruction of villages or, foi the matter id' that, allowing the 
jM*ople of villages to know the i udimentury principles of self-govern- 
ment. It will be s<*cn that my resolution intends only to stoji the ojiera- 
tion of Act V of 1919 till it is so uiiiended as to be acceptable to the pub- 
lic. During my last Budget sjjeech, I jaiinted out that the provisions of 
the Act were not made iti accordance with the wishes of the people. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Hirley, who was then the (’hief Secretary to tlie 
(Government, pointed out that the riM>t of Swoiaj was in the Village 
Self-Government Act. So fai as the almtract princ iple is concerneil, 

I wholly agree with him, but what 1 w'aiit to |Miint out to him is that 
the rudimentary principle of Swaraj for Indians fan only lie laid' down 
w'ith the help of Indians and not by |>eople wdio are here either by 
accident or by sufferuiu'e. The conditions of our villages are well 
known to us, and in going through the Act, page after page, clau^i 
after clause, 1 have Wn convinced that no consideration has lieen 
given to the actual condition of the villages of Bengal as they stand 

to-day. % 

Sir, recently we have had a thorough exposition of the Govern- 
meni views with reganf to Union Boards in a speecrh delivered by His 
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Excelleucy the Governor at l/adia. The address presented by the 
Unicm Boards of Nadia pointed out numerous duties that have been 
placed on them by the Act. With your permission I will read a por- 
tion from the address that was presented to His Excellency the 
Governor of Beii^l : 

“We liave been asked* to collect villa^i^e statistics, to prepare 
voters’ lists for the legislatures, to look after boundary pillars, to 
compile jute and other crop forecasta, to take a census of men and 
cattle and even to <*ount the number of date trees. We are to keep 
watch and ward and to depute our chaukidars for every police purpose, 
to l)e sent sonietiine«H miles away from their respective Unions to watch 
railway lines at times for days, in sunshine, in storm or in winter’s 
cold. We are doing all this ungrud'gingly in the true interestfl of 
the country, hut we feel a breakdown is almost inevitable at no distant 
date, unl^esH our straitened and limited finances are relieved by gmnts 
from provincial revenues.” 

Sir, the fundamental objection w'hich 1 have is that by imposing 
on Union Boards such obligation as contained in *Act V, pra<‘tically 
the cart has been phwed liefbre the horse. No ground* was ever pre- 
pared. The villagers in Bengal >w*re never ^ven the least jmssible 
opjiortunity to train tiiemselves fn the lut of self-government. Now 
they have been irsked <lo these onerous duties under the control of 
the District Magistrate. One of the greatest defects of this Act is 
that it has brought about what is known in Bengal as d/iMali. People 
who were living in absidute peace and iiarmony, have now' become 
victims of duhuloli under the provisions of the Act. People who have 
neither the eipiipment nor the brain Ut realise the value of self-govern- 
ment have l)een given the jiow'er to cKi ample mischief. His Excellency 
the Governor has imintwl out that under the Village Self-Government. 
Act so many us (J,7t)t) Onion Boards have to be established, but out 
of that up to the year 192t) only 2,15f> Union Boards have been consti- 
tuted. Sir, this is a result which is not considered very hopeful even 
by His Ex(*elleucy the (boeriior. His Excellency referred to the 
development of self-government in Ireland, but the fact should not be 
overlooked that those people had the benefit of free primary education. 
They had l>een enjoying the company of a free people for centuries, 
and w-e are asked to keej) pace wdth their progrees ! 

There are three distinct reasouh which w’ere taken up by His Excel- 
lency and replied to. If I were to criticise them, I am afraid you, 
Sir, would at once stop me with the remark that the action of the 
Governor could not be the subject of a debate under the rules. There- 
fore, I am uot going to do that. The only thing that I want to submit 
is that the argumenti achauced by His Excellency in support of the 
estahlisbmeiit of Union Boards were wholly wrong, and I will try to 
prove it at some other place. 1 am coming now to a particular point. 
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I believe the Hon’ble Mr. Birley, the Member in charge of l4iw and 
Order, |8 fully aware of the rec'eut happenings in my native district. 
I pointedly mention the case of Laukati, where a Union B<mrd was 
established against the desire of the people; the result was that the 
villagers refused to pay taxes, and a police force had to be sent there. 
I myself went to Sir Hugh Stephenson and told him all alnmt it . 
My information is that the Board has since been alndished. In 
another jdace, namely, the village of Uhandshi, the i)eople definitely 
refused to have anything t(» do with the Union Board, yet the Oovern- 
ment thrust it ujx>n them. The contention of the Government is that 
they want to make the people learn the art of .self-government. It is 
a verj' amusing situation. How can y(»u make p«H>ple learn something 
which is definitely distasteful to them^' The entire Villagt* Self- 
Government Act, as it wa.s piloted through the ('ouncil by Sir S. P. 
(now liord) Sinha, did not take the c<mditions prevailing in the villagt'S 
of Bengal into any consideration. It has l>e<-ome a source of corrup- 
tion, and all sorts of intrigues have fmind place in the villages, and 
I emphatically si^- tliat unless you stoj> it at ome, the peiue and 
contentment in the villager will he the things of the past in no time. 
You want the pef»i)le to learn the^art of stdf-government , hut not 
according to their own iTlea-. Gur misfortune is that the few memhers 
of the hureaucracy who happen to rule us, consider that any healing 
halm which the\ may pres( rihe is go<»<l enough U) cure all our mahnlies 
The sort of self-go\erninent that Act V has iiilnsluced' was never in 
vogue in India. What is the ohje< ti<ui of the Government to stop the 
o]»erHtions rd' the .\ct which we definitely ahhoi-y So fur the Govern- 
ment have not heeii able to eslahlish more than 2,h<M) Boards, and 
I am sure at least 1)(» per cent, oi them were thrust on the people against 
their wishes. 


Mr. 8. N. ROY: Que.stion! 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: My friend, Mr. S. N. Hoy, (luestionH my asser- 
tion. 1 inav tell him tlmt 1 know something alxmt the H4lministration 
that is being c arried on in the district.s. I have said at the outset that 
I am not against the village organ i.satioii or some sr^rt of organisation 
which would improve the conditi<in the people, hut all that 1 want 
to say i« that this Act should l»e ainendled from the Writers* 

Buildings or from the liCgislative Department of the Goveniment 
alone, hut with the helj) and co-operation of the people who have liveil 
in the villages, and so make it acceptable to the |>eople. It has given 
the villagers nothing but some scope for intrigue. Sir, these are my 
contentions, and I only ask Government to postpone the operations of 
the Act and bring an amending Bill in the nexi.session of the r*ouncil 
and proceed with the establishment of Ifnion Boards when the same 
ia passed. Why insist on having an Act which was prove<] to be 
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unpopular in Mifhia|)ore, Bakaiganj and manj other places? Why 
thrust on us a measure which we do not want? My request ha very 
modest one, and 1 only ask the Government to wait for such time as 
will enable us to have a breathing time. 

Rai ABINA8H CHANDRA BANERdEE Bahadur: I rise to oppose 
this motion. If tlie mover thinks that the establishment of Union 
Boards shoiihl' be postjKjned till the Village Self-Government Act is 
amended in the way in which the jieople of the eountry^ want to see it 
iimended, I am afraid this (!ouneil .should also be jmstixmed till the 
(iovernment of India Act is remedied or amended as the people of India 
want it to be amended. Well, Sir, I am constrained to say that the 
mover has not made a perfect study of the Act and has not made a 
study of the Union Boards which have already been established and most 
of which have already <hme very useful work, not only in the re<‘on- 
st met ion lif the villages but also in the establishment of real Swaraj 
in the country. Sir, ] have experience of not one Board but many 
Union Boards, and I have fouinl them, almost all of them, to l)e as 
useful as circumstances jiermit them to Im^ {Heur‘: hear!) If the 
mover thinks that these Union Boards will at the outset be perfectly 
successful, I am afraid he is making a wrong estimate t>f the Indian 
jieojde. We ourselves, I admit it very frankly, have very (onservative 
ideas, and wc are always averse to changi^s whether they lie for the 
better oi worse, Whether the establishment of Union BiKirds has lieeii 
tor the better administration of the country will lie clearly l)orne out 
by the Government ami* other reports on Union Boards which have 
already been juiblished. Villages which had no water-supply, villages 
which had no ioa<is f<u' commuuitation, villages which had no path- 
nhahLs for primary education, have all got thest* improvements and 
institutions now, and they are ijuite in the way of rising in the scale 
of civilizatimi. If these are not the benefits derived from the Union 
Boards, then what else will be the benefits, 1 do not understand. No 
institution is perfect from the out.set. Union , Boards, for the mutter 
of that, lawal Boards or the District Boards or the Council or even 
Barliainent, 1 ilare say, are not |HM-fect institutions. They have all 
Ihhii established by human agencies, and human agem ies cannot make 
things perfect, and we have to wait patiently for getting all the insti- 
tutiims in jierftM t ordv*!’, I am afraid my friend, Mr. Guha, will have 
to wait like others. I am entirely against the idea of postinming these 
Union BoariN. l^et the Government go on constructing as many Union 
Boards as they like, but I would only api>eul to this Council and to 
the Government that the Village Self-Government Act should be 
amendHi proj>erly as soon ns possible. 

MmiM EKRAMUL HUQi iii’roni what my friend, Mr. Guha, has 
said 1 am afraid he misjudged the whole point. IVhen he pleaded 
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that Oovernment should wait in intro<Acing: Union Hoards in villages 
till the Village Self-Government Act is aniende<i, I think he placed 
before the House an absolutely wrong proposition. As a well-wisher 
of the countrj' he ought to have said: “ Have unit)n btuirds, but take 
the earliest opportunity to amend the^Aet so as to make it porfe<'t.^‘ 
Mr. Guha seems to have very little knowledge of the village (Mr. P. N. 
Guha: Question!), and it is quite lik«*ly that seldom or at best once a 
year he gets the blossings of his native country, and it cannot l)e said 
that he knows the minds of the |>eople. or the advantages whitk Uni<m 
Boards and Union Committees are conferring on the pet)ple at large. 
He has objected to th«' establishment of Union Hoards because of 
ilahulnli, because of intrigues in villages. Hut is he sure that there 
is no no intiigue in villages where then' are n(» Union 

Bourdsi? I am afrai<l he is loit. be<‘ause even in a place like f^ilcuttii 

there is daladali — there is intrigue among persons w1m» hold the 
highest position in society. Therefore, there is no reasoie why he 
should obje<*t to the little tlahuhlt that exists in villagt's. On the other 
hand, it should be oitr laumlen «luty to see that tlose dtihulah are 
put a stop) to, ar^l the A<‘t should 1ie so ameinled as to leave little 
scope for this sort of intiigue or thihnlnh. I wcuild, theiefore, stnmg- 
ly urge upon Oovernmu^it to estaWish riiitui Hoaids in <'vej\ district, 
for it is heie that von would be abfe to educate the |>eo|de in the art 

of self-governnicnt. I am afiaid tlu'ie is no Union Hoard in my 

district, but theie are f’nion (’ommittee^ and these (’ommittees are 
doing their best in making improve^ «*!jts in the matter of sanitation 
and water-supply. I hope my district will have a net w oik of Union 
Boards in no time. It should be the efl'ort of all of us to ask Government 

to contribute very handsomely to the coffers of Union Hoards in order 
to enable them to take up difVoietit projects which would be helpful 
in educating them and in making ls*tter arrangements for sanitation 
and water-supplv. That is the <fnl\ point whh h should be raised in 
this f'ouncil, I know' the Union Hoards have very little funds, and 
the one thing the villagers object to is that they do not likt* to tax 
themselves any more fof the p)urpM»se of impmjving their own villages, 
because the people find it very difficult to make both ends meet and 
are, therefore, opposed to any fresh taxation for whatever purpfise it 
might be impMised. But should Government pdace more money in the 
hands of the villagers, we are pierfeetly sure they will be able to 
utilise it in the best possible manner. A if that is necessary is 
that they should come in contact with these persons, we should give 
them ideas and we should help them to organise themselves. These 
are needed, and this is the direction towards whic h wc should all direct 
our energies, and to make their activities fructify we should in a 
body ask Government most fervently that they should make it a 
point to sunply as much fv"'*- 
tJmon Boards# 
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Ral SATYENDRA NATH^ ROY CHOUDHURI BahMtar: I rop. 

port the resolution moved by Mr. Giiha. Unfortunately I cannot deal 
in details, as I am unwell and weak. The Bengal Village tSelf-Gov- 
ernment Act, 1919, is not popular in the province. It was not ao* 
ccptahlc to the people; it was flliistrated by the Midnap()re incidents. 
People think that they have got no real power by the Act. Union 
Boards are so many wheels of Government — they are in no sense 
independent demoerntie bodies so far as Helf-government in villages is 
concerned. All the real power in village administration and in the 
administration of the Act itself is reserved to the Executive Gov- 
ernment. Uni TTarendranath Ohaudhuri brought a Bill to remove 
some of the defects which was opposed by the Government and ulti- 
mate! v rejected by the House, and the honourable mover of this reso- 
lution, if T remember correctly, joined in its rejection. Ro long as 
real power is not given to these Boards, so long as the 
interferefice of Tircle Officers is not removed, so long as special pro- 
visions are not made for their funds, the Act itself will not be acceptable 
to the i»eople. Uecentlv several Union Boards have been established 
in mv district in spite of opposition, and the result's not unknown to 
vou and to the Government. T refer to the recent T^iukati incidents 
in the PatuaVhali subdivision. J'ile saner Presidents of the Union 
Bfwirds in any district express their dissatisfaction and helplessness. 
Though T do nc'l disapprove the principle of the Act. T am of opinion 
that no further Union Boards should be established before the Act is 
radically atnended and made acceptable to the people. 

SHAH EMDADUL HAQ ap<ike in Bengali, the English 

translation of which is as follows: — 

Being a villager, T am (piite familiar with the working of the 
Village Relf-Oovernment Act Unless this Act is fuHher extended 
to meet the re(inirements of the people, anv extension of its applica- 
tion will he mere waste of inimey. 

In ord«»r to widen the scoT>e of the nsefnlpess of the Act. T intro- 
duced a Bill to amend it, and it was circulated for opinion. Although 
uearlv all the districts were favourably inmressed with tbe Bill, it 
was thrown out bv Governteeut. Similar Bills moved bv some other 
members have also been reiwted. It is natural under such cirnim- 
stauces tc doubt tbe motive of Government. 

Exrent tbe election of two-tbirds of tbe members and the Presi- 
dent. instead of nomination, no other imnrovemenf has taken place 
in the Act. and ev'u the rrood that might have been done bv this 
change has been neutralised bv the nnT>ointment of Uircle Officers who 
are bound bv the n*'ttire of thin<r« to become dependent to some extent 
on tbe President and tbe Pplice fSab-Inspeetor. Government insist 
ou having their wav. I/et them introduce a Bill of their own if they 
cannot accept Bills moved by non-official members. 
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1%^ critiea of the resolution will Ay, that sines the Chaukidari 
Act will be in force, whether there is or is not any Union Board, it is 
better lb have Union Boards with elected members. The Union 
Bench is also a desirable thing, in spite of its abuses, and it is, in 
fact, the only thing which distiiiguisl^H Union Boards from Uhauki* 
dari Panchayets as being piirely tax>rcalising Imdies. 

We do not like the existing law. It is o|»eii to us to suggest 
improvements in order to make it adequately sen-e the purpose for 
which it is meant. It does not mean that we refuse to have Union 
Boards. We know that Oovernmcnt can increase the exjxMise of 
Circle Offif'crs if they ch<^)se even without the excuse r)f Union Ib^irds. 

Beft»re I resume my scat, T ap{>eal to (lovennmoit to modify the 
law so as to meet the reijuirements of the village people who find the 
money spent by Government. 

Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: With much reluctance 
and hesitation T rise to oppose the resolution moved by my friend, 
Mr. Ouha. It is ^really strange that in these days of denn>cracy a 
resolution like this should be proposed by any Indian. Tim wmrk 
done by the Union Boards up to dale quite satisfactory, and it is 
admitted on all hands that the systeifi of working in the Union Boards 
introduced in Bengal villages has a great educative value, and T 
believe the Union Boards havt* fulfilled the purpose for which they 
were established. 

T cannot make out why my friend. Mr. Ouha, is so anxious to 
postpone the establishment of any more Union BfMinls in villages 
where they have not already been introduced, ('an my friend say 
that the Union Boards in Bengal have caused any bann and loss 
either to the people t)r to the Government? T am afraid that if this 
resolution is passed and given effes't to, the country will receive a 
severe shock and sf^thack in its onward march townnls the path of 
Swaraj for which the people of this country have been fighting so 
long, ^ 

Therefore, Sir. I am of opinion that the retrograde step which has 
been proposed by my friend, Mr. Guba, should not get any support, 
either from the members of this House or from the Government. 
With these words. Sir, T strongly oppose this resolution, 

TIm HOffllHt Mr. L. BIRLEYs Sir, we all know that Mr. Gtiha is 
not a shy man and we all also know that Mr. Giiha is a humorist, but 
I confess that T marvel at his hardihood and flippanev in moving a reso- 
lution like this on a subjeet that be knows nothing about (laughter), 
with no other object than to ingratiate himselt with a very limited 
number of aelfiah people in Bakarganj,%wbo for tKeir own intereata 
desire to kinder the iuterests of tkeir co-villagers. It is nothing new 



in BaJcarganj for tSi petty lefriloi^^iuid bj^ 
isifl^nce eliould^^ lessened by the eneation 

tiene; it is nothing iie,ir in Bakarganj for the village tbu^ to be kimSA 
le«t by the establishment of Union Courts etld Benches his eamimgi 
should be diminished. These iire the peojfle whom Mr. 0uha wishfH 
to support. Mr. 0oba is quite ignorant of the fact that there are many 
people in Bakarganj, in those villages wh^re Union Boards hav#been 
started, who are in favour of the establishment of such Bo|irds. Bi| 
unfortunately those who fear that their ptH'kets will b^ touched put 
molfe vigour into the support of their views than those who are desirous 
that vfllnges should, have opportunities for improvement. I should like 
to know^whether Mr. Guha has made any inqufries at all in the districts 
of Dacca, Ifurdwan, Nadia, Hooghly, Howrah, or Birbhum, in which 
^ this Act is working, and in which a great deal of good work has been 
^ne. Mr. Guha had ihe hardihood to tell us that in 90 per cent, of 
the cases. Union Boards 'have been established in this province agaipst 
the wishes of the people. 1 can only say that Mr. Ouha made that 
remark wiihout any knowledge, or without any foundation whatever, 
and if he had known anything al)out the working of '.he Act in Bengal, 
he would not have made that remark. Mr. (fnha has referred to the 
opfjosition to this Act in Midna|)ore and Bakarganj. He would like to 
see a Congress victory in Bakargaifj like that which was won in Midnp* 
pore hy the (kmgress in 1921. In Midnapore, in 1921, the Cengress 
did win a victory, and I was one of those who were defeated by them. 
It was a glorious vh tory over the bureaucracy ’’ — and over Miieb' 
own people. It was brought about by telling lies ^Iwut the Village 
Self ‘Government Act and by intimidation. These lies were well devised 
so as to impress the particular classes to which they were addressed. 
Ignorant i)eoj)le were told that the four-unna suhsiTiptiou to the Con- 
gress funds would exempt them from all future taxation. I knew a 
man who supported the Act until his cowshed was burnt down. I knew 
Another man who gave in liecanse a da(‘oity was (^mfnitted in his house. 
There were scores of cases like this. While this was going on in Midne* ( 
pore, I asked the non-co-oj»eraiors’ leader td' come and see me, iuid 
whe% he t ame 1 tteked him to tell me face to face what was wrong with 
the Act. He told me that the Act was material and was not spiritual. 
He further told me that it was a mistake to try to make people sanitgry 
by compulsion and that the proper way Was to teai^h people to Ibva 
sanitation and practiM* it voluntarily. Mr. Quha has told us that 
this is not the kind of selfrgovemmeut which is wanted by Iho pooplo 
^ Bakarganj, but he has omitted to tell us what is the kind toat ^ 
wanted. In M|dnapore they won a yictory, and what hat bw tto 
%eiult of itf f^heai^ the other day from a Circle Ofilcer, 
defeat in there were many people now wl^ 

bpportunitiee thej^^ j^t t&ey wen stBl a^d of 
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that itey fiad |oilt ogjportuiiities: l^ivi years have been^a^asted in 
Midnapore; an44f/tj}>y had not been, then all the tHllagos in which 
there ate trusted men would by now have obtaiued Union Itenches and 
Courts. Ther^ is Jio part of this Act alwiit wliiclfc^tln* peo])le to whom 
I spoke were more keen than the proi|><H*t of havluff r^nion Benches. 
They realise the waste which is involveil by the prtflsent system 'under 
whiclt the villapre tout exph)its every quarreT. hiTidelrs compromises, 
and draffs, his victims to court and extracts nionc\ from them. These 
thingrs might have been avoided in ipaiiy homes in MidmipOre if the 
system of Unioti Boards had been worked. This is the kind of thing 
that Mr. Guha wishes to hinder in Bakargatij district. H»* is not* 
doing any good to his (fistrict. If ifr. Guha had known more alMiut^ 
this subject he would not have moved this resolution. 

The*Hon>ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadm 
of Nadia: Sir, it is significant and at the silnn^ time cnr 4 )us that 
excepting Mr. Guha, the mover af the leHolqlion, wlio hails from 
* I^Bansal, and another memher from Bansai, this rt'solutmn has not 
^inet wi^h*'ihe apprrmal <»f any other memher from an.\ other distrn t in 
this House Do we understaml tliat there is something rittten in the 
state of Baiisal?^ I-et Jlr. (iuhaereply. The mover of this fysoTii- 
ti^i^asks (tovernment not to estahlilh anv more rtiijui Boards until, 
in his «w^n wmd.s, “ the law tan lie .so mnendt'd as to he ar<M‘ptnhle to 
.the people of Jlrqigal.'* Now, wliat will ht* the result «}f this lesolu- 
tio^ 44 if i** carried*' 'riie t*ffect will be to per}M‘trratc the s\stem of 
Chaukidati Banchayats ami to stop furth<*r t;;xterision of tht‘ imitnised 
powers which the Tillage Stdt-(to\ einment lias conferitMl upon 

th(» rural |H‘o[de. Undtu the one aysteiri tlie hn a) aulhont\. t r., tlie 
Banchayat, is appointed hv the District .Magistiatt* and has pinetinill^ 
no powers and responsihihtH‘s IwyomI r(dleeting the chaukidafi lax. 
Under the other system two-thirds of the rmunlHUs td the local author itv 
arc eleeled, and the l«»dy so formed has pow<‘r to realize taxes on itfl* 
^ own initiative for exj»enditnrc on works of improvement ami to spend 
the gi'ant.s for smh worlfH whieh are made from time 1« time hy tlie 
Distriet Board and by Goverrirnent. Thd Village Self-Governmenti!, A»'l 
is in foree throughout a large part of Bengal, and niosl of tin* Unfon 
Boards that have hecn constituted value the opjaiiftmities for self- 
help w’hich have been giv^fn to them and make use of fhew* oppor- 
tunities in varying degrees. There has lieen nfmh talk of late years 
about the amelioration of conditions in the countryside. Without 
belittling all that has been done by voluntary associations like lhe% 
Bengal Central Co-operative Aftti-MolAria f?briety, .1 think it may be 
said that*iio far as the improvement of niral conditions is eoucerneil, 
the Villaire Kelf-Govemment Act holds the field and has^no rival. Tim 
more the Act can he extencled, the greater the hqgpe for the future. 
To take a firticular ihatance,! ahould liEe to inform the Council what 

9 



118 RESOLtTTIONS; [ftra Jmjf 

has been achieved under the \4lt^S^lf-<J<iyertme^*A<2t in my own 
district of Hadilt At the outset, Unio# Boards in select- 

ed places only, dotted ^out the district; and when the non-co-opera- 
tion movement f^athei^ force, tifese Boar(]^ baciine^a target for 
the attacks of agitator^, Poliflcal propaganda^ was met by counter- 
V^I^^Aiida. People grew suspicious at ^th^- zeal with whi|;h4he local 
officers iCeie apparently urging the formijion of more Union Boards, 
and they siisp<^cted soine^ sinister motive, consequently no fiAther prtSf^ 
grass cotild b^^iades; ^^^ter oy, the ant^-Ui^bn Board movement and 
the** crmu1er.jp|^g^(lji^ down, ^ and it was decided to ^^tftblish 
linion Boarai T^Mughont whole nubdivisions ^at a time, instead of in 
ticiittered i)lace» onlv. By this time the results achieved l>y' the small 
number* of Union Boards which had' been started had opened people’s 
eyes to the benefits of the Act. and t'liion Boards tTere successfully 
Ol|ta})lished throughout the district except in two char areas and in 
two places wheie agitation engineered from outside fostered a spirit of 
(qiposition to the ejctctision of the Act. Popular elections -took place 
in almost all the thiions, and it was only in rare instances that the ^ 
District Magistrate hud to use his powers under section G (4) of the 
AqJ. 1 have (leseribed the »e(iuence of events which led to the suo<h\s- 
ful eslRhlishtnent of Union Boards, *'aiid sjiall ^low what these 

Bouids have mdiieved, - ^ 

In the real the total sum raise<l by the Union BfWirds of Nadia • 

district by way of taxation under section .’17 {(>) of thj^ Act amorfhl^H 
t<» Bs. ij7,7dT. Tins amount which was a\ailal)le for works of public 
improvenn'iit was siqiplemented b_\ Bs. !i, 105 „ raised by subscription 
and by generous grants from the Boanb The total, sum grant- 

l<» (hiioii Boards b\ the Nadia Distid t Boiud rose, from Ks. 8.‘1G7 
in to Us. in — a sum not fai' l>el( 4 W the total 

iai|<»unt of under sei tron .’17 {h) raised by the T’nion Boards 

11i#lnselves. How has this money been spent Jijist year, T’nion 
Boards took up in right earnest the task of supplying the villagei's 
witli pure drinking water. To the (ioverninbnt grant of Bs. 1.5,000 
thq people themselves mlded ITs. G,G07 in cash, and they also supplied 
cul*lttge aiid unskilW labour. With this help the Union Boards sank 
a total of S:2 wells,, yarfing m Vidth from .*U to G The Boawls 

have sboWiiJrmunretrllnlde energy in m^fng aipi imiMoviug village 
roads. Tl*.v proud of their efforts in this dllpoiion, and the im- 
provement of communieatioiis which' they have effected is greatly 
^pre(‘ifted by the village^, A scheme has bc^-n set on foot 

whereby a group of Union Boards wilf combine to support a dispen- 
^tnry fmm the proceeds of fnion rate with generous help from the 
District Bonid,^ To provide for viHj^fes situatetl at 'a Xj|fence 
from the diapeiiiH|i^^.8t«j|p4)f|^^edi^ ajje ip bpidpt at Union ^^d 
oflicea and the (liapeiuSSty doeiors wW viait |^se outlying centrea 
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t^Cj|l>?Veek. W^n Ih© jDoome^f tlm%ioun(is ba« been m|9© over to 
tbo, trnian ^ioavda a ^reat advance in primary educatlwf 1 $ «i»peolfd* 
ThiiMe^an illustration of what can be done ^der tft„ Villa^ 8ett^ 
Government ‘Act it the Siral i>eople'^’’take advrfn1a|?e of the o|j|pOrt\|pi* ^ 
ties which it offers to VliciUj * # a 

In^diwni*niing the causi^s^l^t had led to opjK)si4on to the fypmatio^ 
of 1‘nton Board© in certain tjniuters, I cannot <lo lajltei than fpiot^ ^ 
the a'ord# ^u?*ed by His Excellency Sn* Ho^h Stephenson. At't^ing Oov^« 
ernor of Beiif^al, ib hia recent* add resf» to the ••'I Mepibe®© of 

Unioif Boards in ^adia distriiU who met in rijgaifM»Q(Pf^^ 

His Excellency spoke asrfollows : — 

You have had opposition which you have overcome, but such opposition i* 
retarding; the extensiqp of the Act in other districts, ind I have Hoimy^hina: to say 
abdtit rt It Would appear that the proviatoat of the Reii|;ni Village Self-fioveru- 
meut Act provided just the machinery that i# required for the “ vilhiire reiHifb 
strapti(PI of which wo hear so much on |Milltfcal platforms, hut of which up 
npw w© hav 0 seen suHi small results W*liy then has there heen opjiosition in the 
^ past and why is this opposition still found '' It has atwaj-s Iieen one of my greatest 
difficulties to discoven what arc the grounds for opposition to the Act I am not 
conviiK*ed by being told^4h»t. the people of a district do fiot Whnt it, and 1 am not 
prepared to accept that as the last word, and for the very good reason that I ind 
that in the distnot where they httv<< it the^Msiple likf it, as in Nadia Wlitre any 
further reastm is given, it ia generally one of thnn* .The first is that the jaipular 
tion cannot f>ear any fxtia taxation My reply to this is that the extra taxation 
*4« voluntary imcl, if imp<«HHl at all, w ill l>e iinpos4*d ^y a ImwIv a maioritv uf which 
is oIocUhI We desire to give the opjioHunity for taxation and liave no sort of 
intention Ui coinpnl ©xtrg taxation ‘The MM'ond is that the A< t is worth nothing, 
iHxauM' It does not give the Union BoanI <‘oinplete control over dafadars and 
chaiikidars The Act gives a greater measure of control than the (’hiiukidan Act 
which it replmon, and this otqiH-tioii. thorefore, iiinounts to rehisiil of part if the 
whole cannot he obtained But fis long n« 1^0 rural jwiliee have fiuictioiis to perform 
which' extend fwyimd the rnion and which, therefore, relate to an aiithorij^' otlihr 
than the Union Board, the difficulty of dual wntred cannot ho |ro4df<U I wish 
you to understand, howeier, that it is the definiU* polic*y of (toYen(|tti©iit to giv# 
the Uiuon Board a greater int<'ie.sl in enforcing the* diitn*s of the police Jlnd, 
Uierefore, a closer control oi^r them I understand ver> well tho desire of the 
Union Boards to cxerc is** th^ c'ontrol If they did not have thnU desire they would 
ncH f»e exercising their funetioiis (ioverninent have repeatedly impresses! on 
their officers their wish that the Union Boards should fie respoi teil pi thm mnUer 
I find a passage in Mr (iraham s rejMirt on yejur progreao which ahows thaf^he 
rrapects yonr feelings on this subject, and f Tiwk Ho doubt that his attitude 
iMkcs itaeJf felf^ What matters most is the spirit in the end the rule* 

are workei. - * ^ 

The third reason iffiich is given is that tke Bengal ViltlMCt Beff-^ovemroent 
Act is H device of the Government far inciy^lig bureaucratic contr^ It is 
difficult for one who reads the Act to urtieratalid this critirisro, but it Is largely 
directed against the Circle Officer. "|ti all coontriei there is and must be a certain 
amount of central dtfwftion and control over local self-governing tnatitutions ; it 
is na niAre possible for a belf-governiM unit to go its Own way in eompiete dlic'' 
regaJNB#^ the reat«f the «orl#*^at asitufor an indi%ida^ I# do so. The only 
diffetmtoe >■ n^pthodfr and means oy^ England, the con- 

tiplling powen are very mnoh more atriii«aiii, and j^apa fcr that very raaaon 
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tiM oocMiom for their use are oornfafftiTeSy few^ %fn fndia; in th©^ pres^ sti^ 
of riilnge self merit, thQ perscntel element of guidance ^is mo9qi helpful «nd 
raluahle thaft rne^^H and nouftter-eherks by fulM, and it is the Circle O^cer that 
supplies this elemlnt and Actn as a link* between the village unit ^d other authori- 
ties He^e^ again, what matters most is the spiriCljlli which tKs ^ork is done, 
end in this district T can rely on thi) officers acting under Mr. Graham's orders to 
«-work in the right spirit, and T have had definite information that they do so. No 
lifoH wfll^he relaxed to secure this result ^ tr , 

. I find, therefore, that these -three reasons which *are given do^ mot explain the 
.ph^omenoti^ When I return to the story of Ireland in 1899 I find tile following 
ret'ord by one who ha4%ilg experience of that country;^ — % 

.‘Mn ,the south of Ireland opposition to the Irish Government and the execu- 
tive .in and out of Parliament wa^ the first principle of political life, 
and the determination to olistrucl and nfike the Government trouble- 
some could in a great measure he effected by constant resistance to the 
t Tioral Government Board ’* 

There is no other explanation of the opposition of a political ' party to *Ahe 
aktension of the Bengal Village Self-Government Ar't 

^ Mr. ftulia hna made speriaT reference to events in Bakarganj where 
there has been a certain amount of opposition to the formation of new 
Union lloardn, {larticularlv in liiiukati Uirion. Qovernment caused 
inquiries to b» made into the genesis of this opposition, and are satis- 
fied thstt it is not a genuine popujar movement baaed on full know- 
ledge of the nature of the VillaA,e S^df-OovefiiTnent Act. It appears 
from the in(|UTTies made that from petsonal motives certain claases of 
people*, are opposed to flie extension of the Act. Mr. Birley ha» 
alreadv explained in some detail as to liow matters are being worked 
U|) fhere. Among these are touts who are afraid that their trade will 
suff(‘r from the diminution in tin* volume”* of litigation in the ordi- 
nary courts and to a limil(*d extent practising lawyers who share this 
fear. In Bakarganj these malcontents called in the aid of Con- 
f^jvss voluntef*rs to enginei*r a moveinent against T^nion Boards. It 
is sur(*lv a paradoxical situation that a so-(-alled popular movement is 
diri*<’ted against a measure which <-(>ntcrs greatlv increased powers of 
Helf-gov(‘rnment on the rural jxMiple. The only possible -explanation 
of the attitude of the politicians who have orvranir.ed the movement in 
Bakarganj is^at.the Villajfe NelM»ovornment Act is n (Jovernment 
and 'ihrft Government must on no account acquire any credit 
for the impioveraent of mfal Conditions and the uplift of the villagers. 
In other words, it is the story of Ireland once more repeated. S'o 
such a challenge tbera can lie only one answer, and if ^^is tBia : •Gov- 
ernment will ttot allow any political party to decide whether or not a 
measure which is intended for-the l)enefit of the countryside an^ whudi 
^is Ijeing suece.ssfully worked over large areas shjpll or shall not be 
extended to oth^ P^rt^ of Bengal. * - - 

The policy of the Government is to for& a bitia^ piU down the 
thi|gat of an unwilling patienU buUto sym^th5se willii him, mike him 
aeothe benefit of the i^med^T^d induce bfm td acoepi it willingly. 
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Hm question of amending* ffce Aot.M an^sure, is pre]|iailire, siiw» 
tlie nssuits of its applimtion are net yet t^ompfeheiisive for any general 
conclusions J)eiog drawn. I would, therefore, op|H>se the motion. 

Mr. K N. CUHA: Kir, it is iiutuKssihle hir me to overltmk the fact ^ 
that my colleagues liere, hailing from other distri<*ts, are oppdsq^ to 
my resolutio.||.^ I resjieid^their feeling.^. 

.IV ^ " 'VH , 

With regard the reply of (toveriuuent , 1 fouiul that it w*as 
divided into two parts — the part ot viliticiition was entrusted to one, 
member and the part of reasoni^ig was undertaken by aiudher meinlM»r 
of the Government. Mr. Birlev saul that 1 had the hardihood and 
flippancy of bringing in a subject for discussion aboiif wdiii h I k||e«r 
uoihingf 1 may teM Mr. Birley that I am a man born and brouglit up 
in a Bengal vilbige and so 1 km^w tully well the condition of ., the 
villages of this province. It is nothing hut hardihood, coupWd witht*^ 
bureaucratic impudence arnl check, that can tpie.stion my expenenC 4 > 
in this <lirc<fioit. Therefore, 1 am imt going to touch Mr. Birley’s, 
contention any further. 

As regnn’ds the Hon’blc 'Malnmya’s jissurunce, 1 am very gjlud to 
learn that Union Boards*will not l)e#thrii.st ufsni the unwilling liimds 
of the villagers. Mv re.solution Tna\ have been unfortunately worded, 
but that is exactly the thing that 1 want. Unless the villagers them- 
selves slioW’ an cagcrncs.s to work out the provisions of the Act, tifey 
should not be compelle<l iq an> way With regard to the <(»ncluHfl)n 
that the Oovernment arrr^d at regarding the Lnukati incident, Jt 
very resiuHtfullv iliffcr from the Maharaja. He may have a very low* 
opinion — or, for the matter of that, the wliob* GoveritfnenUniay have 
a low opinion— about the lawyers ol my ilistiiit, but I have not,^ 
Fortunately or unfortunately I am not a lawyer, hut I am the only 
memlier of my family who dm's not lielong to that noble profession. 
My father ^wus a lawyer ^id my younger lirothers are law v<*rs. So I 
cannot have a veiy low <|nnioii of lawyers as a class. The statement 
that the agitation at Taiukati was iwt a genuine onp» j^roved the 
complete ignorance on the jmrt <if those who supjdiedGlui InfomatiOu 
to Oovernment, and showerl the manner m which information was 
collected by Government. We know it for a fact that for information 
Mr. Birk^ d^nds on Mr/ Boy, Mr. Boy depends on Mr. Blandy, 
lit. Blaody in bis\um on the Subdiviiional Officer, the ^8ub<li visional 
Officer a>ain on the Circle Officer and the Ciicle Officer goes to the 
vill^e chauhidar, and the stories thus lollect^d are well. cooked in ^he 
Secretariat and preiiented to us in this (Council mr ^le tme histoif of 
the village admin Thysi is exlctly the, «y«tem of adniinistra- 
tion which we*aB very* aeriously condemn. Sir,* I do t»ot think puy 
naefnl purpose, will be served by wastinj'lny energy in trying to c<(t< 
tliiOe the Oovtminenk Therefore, oat of respect <o the fee^ffif^ 



122 ttESOLTITiONS. ' ’ [6 th Jot.# 

of my colleagues, and secondly relying* on the assurance given by thh 
Hoii’ble Member in charge, and not for the Vilification of the/nember 
who in -not in cliarge, I beg leave of the Council to i^thdraw the 
tndtion. I V . 

The motion wan then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

"Suspensiofi ol Civil Courts worfi for ** Jumma ’’ prfyers. 

Hadji Mr. A. K.^ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVI: I inove that 
this (,*ouii< il recommends to the (lovernment to take whatever steps 
may b(* nei essarv, whether by legislation or otherwise, to secure that all 
(dvil courts in Bengal be closed on Fridays between the^ hours of 
I’Jf. to T F.H., so tkat Moslem officials, employees, litigants, 
witnesses or members of the Bar may have the same freedom to say 
iheivjynima prayers as is now enjoyed by similar persons attending 
cnminaltand revenue courts. 

, Iii'oriler to fully appr(‘ciate the importance of this question, it is 
4jeceMMur\ for me to tra<‘e its history right froip 1he ver>’ beginning. 

Now, Sir, ever-sin<‘e tlw* establishment by law o^ British supremacy 
irf'lndm Mussalnian emplov(‘es, us well as members of the Ij^ussalman 
pu him having Jmsi ness in law coprts, had been suffering the greatest 
inconvenience, if not actual himieiance. in the iierformance of their 
Jumma ftr f'riday piavers, as there was no rub* entitling them to leave 
to fay their Jumma prajrers between the hours of 12-80 and 2 r.M. on 
Fridays. In other words, the Moslem Sabbath had so far not leceived 
j pWbli<- re cognition ut the hands of (Jovernm^it . 

In ordn.r obtain the recognition ot this Sahimth I moved the 
Imperial (Jj^ernment for the first time oii the FStli September, 1912, 
at Simla. The (iovernment of India showed the utmost considera- 
'liofi and exjuessed theii willingness to grant the said leave to all 
Mussalman emplo>ees, and Sir Beginahl Cradihxk, the then Home 
, MemlnM', jidvised me to move local (iovernimuits, 

It Was tluMi m> piivilege to ii{)proach the (^vernment of His Excel- 
lency For# Cawivhael, and at instance the (lovernnie^ of Bengal 
their notifkation Up. r>74<>P., of the 21st November, 1912, granted 
this ])rivilege. Mr. Beatsou-Bell. the then ('ommissioner of Daedt, 
whilst transmitting the prdera of the (Government of Bengal, added in 
, a circular to his suhqtdiiiate officials that facilities Ihoufd aliv> b« 
to Mu8sali^|t4 pkader^ lallikbtearM and litigants IbeiT 

Jumma prayers. Therei^ter, as a result of my exertions, this privilepa 
was^exteade^^^roughout^ Brit i.sh India and Burma. * / * 

Ifluivs since D©e|,lbiind that mere grt^t of leave- hiTs «oi afforded that 
^relief which was aoiigli to be ’^ven. ^jtn the ttiulbi^fl law cpurta it 
hapiH'ned tbaft whenever Musslaman litigants lave aiaen|ed 
fftliehnaelves ^ |o say their Jtnnhma prayers, cases have been called' ii|> 
^and^trucWff for Iffault. Fuither, thfre have been who 
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like to have as their imaiediate lubordinates Muasalmaus who 
would leave their work Jor an hour and a half or two hours regrularly 
every tViday, and such appointments as readers, peshkars, judgment 
writers, clOrks, copyists, etc., which are ofUui entirely in the gift pf 
such officers, were kept btuk from Miis^almans and given to members of 
other communities who would work constantly with them, brom time 
to time various complaints havU ap{H^ared Indh in the public press as 
well as voiced on public' jdutfoiins which liav# jitone to show that 
mere leave to say their prayers has. instead of affbitling facilities, in 
many instances worked to theii detriment. 

At the July session this ('ouncil, in answer to an inter|Hdlation 
put by Shah Sye<l Eiinladul lluq, (tovernment ugiwd tp inquye further 
into ^\^is mutter and issue fresh instm<‘tions it ne<'essary. As a resiift 
Government circular No. S2HH.I.. dated the ‘JJird l)eieinlM*r, with 

further iiistruetions, W'as issued. * 


The pur|M)it of these iiisl met i.ms was that Moslem employees, 
litigants, witnesses, pleaders, etc., could absent themselves without 
formally asking IPor )mm mission. It will thus be seen that thes^ 
iiist met ions di<l not remove the ditlieiilties at all. Iherefore, whoi I 
wish to press is that im Fnda\P, betweiMi the hours of l^*l() a|pl 
2 P.M., work in mufassal courts sltould be kept in abeyance nnt of 
defeienee to oui Moslem i^abbatli. A', a i uie, every day work'does cease 
for half-an-hour or three-ijiiarters of an houf in those courts owin|f,to 
adjournment for tiflin. Tbeietoie, if once a week the tiffin adjoprn- 
ment were <uily eNteiided t(» an hour and a halt, it would meet ^ 

re(j uiremen t s of tli(‘ ease and at the same time give intense sat isfaetifiil 

to the entire Moslem publu of this piovinee and outside iU.n #, 

k _ - 

1 may mention that out ot deteieioe to the leligicms beliefs of their ^ 
Moslem subjects, Friday is a rciognised holida.N in .some and fiiitf^ 
holiday in other Feudatory Hindu States in India, although in some 
of those Mo.slem sjJijects l oUstitute almost a negligible minority, 

Now,,.;^iir, the Muss:/man community entertain very strong opinioff 
on what^ ni a vitally im[»ortMnt n*Hgif>UH matter. Th« Blbly Quoran 
lays down: “ Ya ayiahul Muzeena umanu nudia lissalat-i-imijii 

Vut^ubJumua’t-i-fasao ila zikirillah wu zarul baiy ”, rr., “ Gh, ye who 
believe ! When the call is made for prayer o;i JjViduy, then hasten to the 
iwineiiibraiice of God and leave ^ 

iTlfes'^lbe demand made for uWstriefeif’^ oplKjrt unity to saf^ur 
prayers cahtiot lie called in the least itnreasonablig^ij * 

It has b«n pointea out in serious delates ^in lliB' very . Council 
that so lonjr as the irosition ^temains^ne whw ^Innission is granted 
on request, th«e wilf be diffirtilty and discord arising from the action-' 
pt ministerial officers. The dissatisfac^n cansed may W Wpe^ 
weed, but iC> deeply felt. In a letter such as this Ibis harffly 
* » - • * ‘ ’ , . • 
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becoming that no action *flboul(l be takes unless and until there Im 
complaint.*) by tbe persons affected ; many of tjgn^ ore not in a position 
to comi>lain ; others would Undoubtedly be made to suffer if t£ey did 
cjomplain. Opportunity to observe tbe essential forms of one’s own 
religio]) ought not to be grantecf grudgingly as a concession because of ^ 
coniplaintH, but rather granted freely and even in anticipation of 
demand as being a right to whic h everf^ubject is entitled. So long as 
the courts and offides reinaind open at the time of Jumma prayers, so 
long will there remlvin misunderstanding and the jioKsibility of interfer- 
ence. It is inosi undesiraldc that a Mussalman who goes to say his 
Jvinnm luayers should do so with the feeling that his* case may be 
called and disposed of in his alwence. 

1 may ul once say that this view* of the matter has been accepted 
by the (iovernmeiit of Uengal, and they thought that the only real 
solution was that courts and offices should be closed down at the time 
of Jumma prayers. It will tlnui be imjio.ssible foi a Muhaininudan to 
suffer lH‘Ctaise he attends to his’^rcligious dntie.s; there will be no [>ossi- 
^it y of any obstacdes being ])ut in the way of bis paying his Jumma 
prayers. He cannol be made to go there just as a Chri.stian may not 
go to (’hurcb (»n Sunday, l)ut if he does he will not go there w*ith the 
feeing that he is risking loss h\ so«<1oing. ' 

The (fuveriinient, therefore, wished to puss orders that on Fridays 
between 12-d() and 2 i*.m. the working of all courts and offices sub- 
ordinate to them will he suspended altogethei*, thereby enabling all 
Mulianiniadaii.s, wdiether employees, litigants or members of the Bar, 
to attend their Jumma prayers. This miglit entail a certain loss of 
tyorking fiiR|}, luit cm examinution it has been found that the loss 
ictuelly involved is le.s.s than at first appeared. It is well known that 
jvwi when courts close and outside of court hours work is carried on 
>oth by juesiding officers and clerks. It is not at all unlikely that this 
vill (-(uitinue in tluv case of Christians ami Hindus. There is the 
*<|rtb(*r fact that in motit- civil courts one duy'i^n the week is set aside 
or smi^ll caujje or inisc'ellclftieous \vork ; it is jxksihle to fix 'Friday for 
luch w'ork and by due alteation of arrangeiifent of work, no serious inter- 
euence with the day’s routine need he exjierieneed. Petty judgments, 
>rd^^s, routine work and Inspection regi.sters, etc., can be done dlji|||^^|f 
he break in the middle of ihe day. The break will only l)e an 
it the utmost longer th^ the u^^al interval for tiffin, and it must b« 
dlowW that in many, if not most, courts advantage is takeu^df Ihe*"'' 
ntAry^l for It^ch to attend after lunch to minor office matters, cop‘6i«* 
KUideiu'e -u** urgent matter^w’hich require orders to lie passed on palmers 
ailed for that moruing, with th^ result that the customifry half-hour 
R frequently exceeded. s « 

It is obviously desirable ail courts, both criminal and oivdi). 

hoald ad(^« uniform practice If courta of all Ifagiatratea art 
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eloB^vlor a short interval to allow thelMoslem I'ommuuity to observe 
what is an essential pai^jaf their religious duties, it cannot but otTOsion 
serioua^ardship if the civil courts remain open. It would be most 
inconsistent that a Moslem on trial for liberty should Ih» allows*! 

to "go ^ say his prayers at tlie ai)i)oiffted time, while his brother — a 
tenant-defendant in a rent suit— shouli Iteve to sft at the civil court 
lest his case be called and ^ reed in his absence. Tlicre ouglit to la* 
completely uniformity in all courts in the province; m claim which is in 
essence irrefutabl|^ c^uinot be allowed in the case of one set of courts 
and refused in the case of another. 

Now, Sir, it aj)])earf% fnun jnevious orders and instnn tiou.s |tiven 
in the past that lM»th the High ('ourt and the Government have issued 
ordefs of this nature in (he «use of civil courts; the Government having 
had no desire on tlte present occasion to laise any i|uestion as to vvlych 
is the exact authority fiuni whn h oiders lu such a matter should issue 
to the civil courts, they intimated that they would be quite content 
if the High (ourl issued tlie neeessar> ofilers, or they would U^^Muselves 
l>e prepared to issue the oi«iei> it the High t\iurt uppro\ed (tf 
course, aud stated that thes telt eertuin that the High Gourt tpi a 
perusal of the papers and debates ni the (’ouiieil would appreciate the 
urgency and reasonublem^ss ot the request and would give it their utmost 
sympathetic coiisiderut ion . 

Unfortunately, Sir, that sMopathetic consideration whn h the Gov- 
ernment of Hengal pleadeii might he extemhni to the Mitslem*^ by the ^ 
High Court was, alas, denitMl to them, and tliereupim the Hengal Gov* 
ernment thought they had no other option but to issue orders that 
the criminul and revenue (ourts over which they felt thcf had un- 
questioned sway should remain closed between the hours of 12*30 and 
2 v.M. on Fridays. 

Thus, not onlV \\ere the "Moilems sliowii no consideration and were 
told to go without their Junwui pteyers by a majbrity of tin* Judges^ 
of the High Court to whoij the mat<»*r was refeitirefi by the Chiel Justice, 
but they aai^tamed to iheuRelves a prerogative which on an exumiaation 
Imlumllah God willing 1 shall bi* able to show that th**v do not iKissess. 

1 shall now trace the history of the earliest orders with regard 
'to tliir fitting and closing of all cobrte. The earliest wrders regardinlf 
the llfti^ra of sitting of courts aje contained in^High Court’s circular 
os^der No. 0 of 1804, which laid down fbat every Sessions Judge mud 
iEagistrate shall sit daily and pumdually at hours apjMMiited for the 
opemillig of his court. There is, however, no mention of wh^t the 
appointe<l hours were. In 18(i7, Governmejit issued instriu^ionH to the 
Commissioners of Division^ directing the obearvance in cr|jiunal courts 
of the holidays then recognised for thesfeveiu^ courts, subject to 
urrangsm^lte made for the disposal of ^g^nt business, atuLj^ei nut ting 
all employed^ in thn revenue and magistenal courts 
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to absent themselves from ofilbe on certain days in ctiimection with 
Mahaminadan festivals. A oopy of those orders were forwarded to the 
High Court for information. 

In a resolution recorded^ ii^ May, lvS73, it was stated th^ “ Jhe 
Lieutenaiit-dovernm will make it an invariable rule that all offices, etc.„ 
must be open and actually af" Work, and all officers in their places nOtf*t 
later than 11 a.m. jjunctually.'' A copy the above resolution was 
forwarded to the fligh Court wdth the remark tliat “ the Lieutenant- ' 
Governor thinks that tlie Hon’ble Judges may, recogflising the import- 
uiK'e of the matter, see fit to givA^^some strict ordei-s regarding the 
hour# of tittendanc#*^ in the reguh^r civil courts, analogous to those 
which have been issued in the resolution cited above 

Hut in the GovernuUPnt circular No. 409 J. — 1)., dated xhe 8th 
September, 1892, however, it was stated tliat “ t*[ie Lieutenant- 
Governor will be wjlling to give ettect to the suggestion of the High 
(^ourt that som# Sessions Judges may [>e j)ermitted to leave their sessions 
during tlie lavil court vacation.” Her# it w’ill lie noticed that the 
jGoveminent of Bengal authority is the civil court. , 

Ih 1899, t(» alford Muhammadans facilities to say their midday 
ji^yers, a general letter was issuedtby the Hi^li Court to all Sessions 
Judges, intimating that in the opinion ol the ('ourt it was advisable 
that there ahould in the case of trials by jury, or ^th the aid of 
assessors, he a sliort aiijouriimeiit daily (not exceeding half-an-hour) at 
about 2 o’clock in the afternoon. 

In I9t)2, in consultation with the High Couit, a circular was issued 
by Government regarding District and Sessions Judges taking advantage 

the civil court vacutioiu Here again it is the Government q| 
Bengal that seem to have ieeued instructions to the civil eourta. 

The High (^>urt in 1912, in forwarding a representation from the 
ministerial officers of the civil eourti in ABpore for tlie early closing 
of the courts on Saturdays, recommended that the (‘onression, if made, 
sho\dd not be confined to the courts at Alipore\biit should be geeneral.” 
in view of rule 1 of the High Court Genaral Rules and Circular Orders 
(Civil), Volume I, Government did not issue any orders on the subject, 
but simply informed the High Court that there was no objectipn to 
thi civil courts in the Presidency bning closed at 2 p.>i. on Saturdays ’ 
if the state of work permitted it. Thj|1[?ourf in 1921 inquired if the 
local Government bail any objection to the isvSue of a circular by the 
High Court to subordinate courts in the above sense, and on reply 
being gitatt in the negative the circular w^as issued by thg Court. 

It win thus be seen that nUbough on earlier occasions the High Court 
imssed order%irf this natqi#, during the la^ periods, it is the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal that issuei Instructions to^ the civil courts in matters 
of a similar^ nature. Such b|ing the case, the Govemmeni seemed to 
hesitate as to Irhether they or the Itigh (fcurt bad Requisite authority 
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over tbe civil courts in such mattersf I i^ould, however, do them 
the credit and say that 1 do not think they were lacking in backbone 
or th0 they were afraid of the High Court. It seems to me they only 
wish id travel in the line of least resj^tiril^ a jirocedure which oft^n 
as not leads to nowhere. ^ * 

By this time, however, I hope they have discovered, as we have, 
that the massive iK)rtais of*t!ie High Court are cloi^d to Moslem aspira- 
i lions not only in this matter, hut in other mattes suc^h as appointment 
of Moslems as Afiinsifs and so forth. It is not for 'me to suggest to 
Government what sesame by say of^a mantmm they have got t4> rei)eat 
for tliose jMU’tals to W ffiing open. 1 will leave N to tloun 7o eilen’ise 
all the ingenuity they are capahle of, I would only appeal in the name 
of al]i«that is holy and all that is sacred,* that thiv-'just demand 
put forward on behalf of 2(i millions of His Majesty’s fellow subjects 
may not he so higlily brushe<l aside. If the Gpveriiment d(‘sife to 
employ further the arts of cajorery and persuasion thtj|r are at liberty 
to do so. If, on the other hainl, they are <d opinion that iW time has * 
now come to take«|)ower unto themselves by way of legislation. 1 urge 
ujiitm them to do so. I only plead that those God’s ( reahnt's wbtrjj|esire 
t<» have communion with tlour creator on Fridays between the hours^^of < 
12-d() and 2 i*.M. may not l>e witUbelii from doing so. 

With tli^ese words 1 <MMnimuid this resolution tO tln^ unaninii^us 
acceptance of this House. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: 1 move by way of amendment 
that in the motion (d Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmed Khun Gbuznuvi, 
^ine 5, aftei the words “ Moslem officiaU,” the words “ jun>rs and 
iiSsessc^” be inserted. * ^ 

He spoke in Bengali. The English translation of which is as 
follows; 

“ Sir, the very first reaplution moved by me at the first He«|»ion of 
the Reformed Co 4 |notl on the subject of closing th<* law courts 
for /i| iiniia nvuiaZm 

'Because Moslems have lost their empire, they aie pul to such 
iucoiivenience on Jwnwa day in the matter of performing nvuiaz. 
We get a holiday on Sund^ because we live un(% Christian rale. 
How many Chrisitians are tnere in eompariiion with Moslems? , 

enimeiit go against the .sjiirit of the Queen s l^roclamation by refusing 
to give Moslems facilities for offering their prayers op Jumttui dpj. 

Nearly six years have passed since the acceptance of resijllti- 
tion. Government have given facilities Jor^firayers in the Collec- 
torate aud other offices, but they have tal^p no steps ^ith regard to 
Civil Courts. ' 't* . ^ 

I believe non-official in|ttnbe»^do, n#t oppose the renplution. On 
a former occasiom it was even supported by a Christfan member of 
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the House, but Goveniment f^)p 08 e(l it persistently. The answers 
given by Goveniiiient to'iny questions asked in subsequent sessions of 
the Council on this subject have been mortifying. The criminal as 
well as the civil court is uader^them. What are we to say to«, theni, 
then, foi theii indifference to Moslenu requests to introduce the system 
in civil (ourts which they have already introduced in criminal courts?^ 

. . ^ • • 

For want of the i>ropoHe<f piovision, Moslems having law suits 
pending in (htil (V>urt« have to Kuft'er from great inconvenience. A 
man of*s])iiit insisting on having his right to offer i)rayer is likely 
to incur tin* displeasure of the court, ,,and, in particular cases, to suffer 
material Iokh hy losing his suit. On <Mie occasion I had a hot discus- 
sion with the lih Sadnr Munsif of (^Mnilla on the subject, and, being 
unal>le to persuade him to alh^w me leave to withdraw for nvma^^ was 
foicflijJ to inn a hy withdrawing without his pennission. He set 
aside my •deposition, gave vent to his displeasure in his judgment, 
and gave his (h'thisnm against all the issues involved. When this w'as 
iny eonditiim, the condition of ignoiant niial people can he easily 
guessed. A similar incident took place the other day at the Court of 
the Gth Sadar Munsii of Comilla. 

The condition of Moslem asse.s.nOis and juiors is more pitiable; 
lK*ing nne(lucut(‘d village men, they do not venture to insist 
oil having tindr light ol worshiji in the face of Euiojiean Judges 
W’ith whom they liave to worl:. XiJ to sjMMik of others, 1 myself had 
to act at my own lisk at the Court of the Judge of Tippera on one 
wcasion after a ligt discussion with him. 

llefore I resnine my seat 1 warn the Government again, and appeei' 
to them to lenisc their attitude which is highly prejudicial to the^ 
retention of the gocnl faith and trust of the people. Moslerna have 
htH*n loyal so far, and have not taken part in any conspiracy against 
Government. It is not right to alienate them for the sake ol such 
a w’oncession. The people are awakeuinji and demanding their 

rights, and they will ind he put oft' every time. I amoved a simUar 
resoluti(m once and 1 am moving it agufn. If Government “tef use to 
awM'ept it, 1 shall movi* it again in future, and u^dl be an ogita^ 

tion over it. 1 hope that in this eircnmstances Government will see 
their way to accept the resolution and take action on it.’^ 

K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: I Jiave very great sympathy indeed 
w’ith^ the Spirit of this resolution. As a matter of fact, if I were a 
Miihainmudan, I would lava asked for every facility to Moslm 
co-i'eligionists, otherwise I , should be failing in my duty. But may 
I ask at the saMie time- to cdiAider the lot of hundreds and thousands 
of workers in the mill area* wiio aak^he s^e question, vii., that if 
this be concedeil to the educatod^ Moslem gentlemen, it should he 
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appUoable to the workers and raill-han^s as welj* ^ they are ju*t an 
orthodox Muhammadans as the e<iuoate<l MNihammsiilans are. They 
should *be let oft on hridays for j)rayeis Tor two hours without any 
cut oil whfres. If you once aeeept (he principle roiitaineii in this 
resolution, 1 do not know how you ifre triutifr to rt'fuse iii the case 
.of others. For example, the Hindus might miy that on Thursdays 
they should not he made to wirk toi two hours in tlie evening whi('h 
are most unholy and inaus])icious according to Hindu astrology. So 
I think one must draw a line somewhete. As I said Isdore 1 have 
every sympathy with the resolution. I think that iinles^ ait^ 

prepared to give similar facilities foi rcligiimsiwobservances Uf all, you 
cannot accept it ])ie<‘einej?l. ^ # 

With these words”! w'oiild ask the (Tovernuient t(» give an assur- 
ance That the (ioveilnnent would <lo all that is p(»RHihlh*und feasible 
to help (»ui Moslem friends, and it such U'^jurance is tm thcoining my 
fiiend would jin’hably see his wa\ to withdiaw his lesnlutiTm. 

BaftHi AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I l>eg to suppoit the i-esolutiou 
of my esteenuMl fftend, Mr. (thuznavi. J have the g!eat(*st contidence 
in the High Court of Calcutta I think it is the fountain of iustice. 

1 am HOT IV an insinuation ha.- lAen made in tin* cam* of the High 
(\)Tnt in legaid to the appointment of Munsifs. 1 am strongly of 
ojiinion • - 

Mft PRESIDENT* You should not deal w'ith that, Mr. AdUy. 

BaiMi AMULYA DHONE ADDY: All right, Sir. I fail to under-^ 
Maud wdiy the High Court has not thought it fit to giant the piuyei'" 
of rny Muhammadan hietliien. ft appeals fiom the M*H(dution itwdf 
Aat during thin period on Friday the criminal and revenue <*ourlH 
remaiiw cloned. If Jhat be the cime, I think the l ivil cmirtM should 
alw) remain closed during that ptriod. If Sunrlays are ohservi‘(| an 
cloned h^didayn on uciouat of theii Isdiig i»*garded as Chiistiati hidi- 
days, I think we -^houji accept the snggf'Htion of cdo.sing llu»>«rivil 
coujfti'Yor only ail hour and a half on Fridays, f admit that the work 
of tlM ciTil courfa wull suffer 4o a certain extent, hnf at the same 
time we shoubl not do«#|iything that would uftei't the leligioun feelingn 
of my Muhainniadau,br«thren. 

Mmilwi EKRAMUL HUQ: I rise to supiioTt the leHolution. This 
reeohition sUmd in my name also in the last Council, and it Ixuanie 
a preference resolution, but as I" knew Mr. Ghuznavi was the pe|»on 
to .^0 justice to it, I thought it projicr not to send in a notice of it 
in my name this session. We hav« seen how he has placed the case 
for consideration before the Council, and- P' feel certain that (Jovem- 
mont will be pleased to accept the r^lt^ion. t shmild add one thing 
and that is that I am thankful to Mr. Addy for the kind support 
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he has extended resolution. As'tegards Mr. K. C. Ray Chau- 

dhuri, I may tell ^ him that the best way how he should spend his 
time in the unholy hours on Thursdays (harbehi) is that instead of 
tryinf? to take rest and doing nothing, -he should employ that time 
in the putr|uit of making mone/ and in the worship of Mammon. 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon'Me 
Mr. L. Birley): This subject has a very lengthy history, but I need 
not go very far back. In 1924 the rules in force i^ Revenue offices 
and in'* the criminal and civil k'ourts did pot prescribe that the 
courta ()r, 4 )fficeH HhouId(|Rl)e closed in the* middle of the day on Fridays 
for Jumna prayers. They provided, however, that 04 .J'ridays 
Muhatnniudans of all classes having dealings with Courts and Govem- 
«nent offices, employees, litigants, witnesses, pleaders and mukh- 
tears, should l>e j)ermitted to be absent between 12-30 and 2 r.M. with- 
out the fcecessity of asking tor permission. For the information of 
the Shah Saheb, 1 may say that this list includes jurors and assessors 
alK)ut whom he is so anxious, and that it is not the ])ractice to keep 
them locked up while other Muhammadans go ad'ay to say their 
piayeiH. 1924 it was represented to Governmenit that these rules 
were ina<lequate. (kmseijuently, in* 1925 Government, after consider- 
able hesitation, ordered that the revenue and Magistrates* courts 
should ihf' closed during these hours. They did md, however, require 
that^ 4 ;(#k should be suspended in the offices, but only that Muham- 
* madan erbployc^es should be allowed to be absent. Mr. Ghuznavi objects 
to this. llot’leC us ('oiisider what the closing of the offii'cs means, 
viiud what is t(» be done by the Hindus who are to lemaiii in the offices. 
Surely, it is not intemled in the first ]dace that they should l)e tunu^ 
out and c(pnpelled to leave the office. If, on the other hand, tMfe 
Hindus ui'f’ allowed to stay in office, it is not reasonable to maljj^ them 
sit idle, with the result that they will have to Jo more woik after- 
wards. For this reason it was providwl that the work in th^ coufts 
shovdd cease, but it was not provi 4 e<l that ^'he work in the offices 
'^lould be stopped. The High Court was consulted on the sullid^ of 
.making similar provision in the High ifaid fn civil and setiuonH 

(*ouitR. Their opinion was that the syltem in !(orce^n 1924 was satis- 
fiM tory, and they were not prepared to alter it.. They agreed, however, 
to consider the (luestion again if experience showed that the orders of 
1925 worked well in the Magistrates* and tpevenue courts. When 
the orders of 1925 had been in force a year, Government 
obtained reports about their i^Nfking. Tne reports generally 
fhowed that they were satisfactory, but they also disclosed in sgme 
cases interference with judicial work, involving delay and consequent 
hardship to litigants — Mniiaraijiadan as well as Hindu. Gnvemment 
felt that if they plac^ all those^j;>ort 8 before tie High Court, there 
was no reason for expecting thSd the High Court would * alter their 
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opinkm expressed in 1925, andt therefow, they r<(ftome<l from taking 

anv further action. 

• 

I reco^ize that this is a suhjeit on which many Muhammadans 
feel deeply. At the same time, it hjs Wn {xiinteid out Wfore liy 
Gcfv^ernment, and if has In'en nxofrnized by the mover of tltts resolu- 
tion, who feeU stronjrly on this subject, that t<K> mu(‘h hisistem*e on^ 
this demand inevitably leads to a disinclination to enptjUpe Muham- 
ma<Ians. This aspect of the (|Uwtioii should not l>e forgotten in the 
interests of Muhammadans, (iovei nnient are not satisfiisl that the,, 
ordenn in force fail to jrive leasonalde facilities for prayer, and, for 
the reasons which 1 hav# stute<l, the\ an^ not at ^iiesent ppepai^d to 
take fiirtlier action. 

'rhg^amendftient of Shah S\ed Kmdadul lliu| to the resolution o{^ 
Hadji Ml. A. K. Abu Ahmed Khan (ihuznavi was put and 

aj?reed to. ^ 

The motion of Ilad^i Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmed Khan (ihuznavi, as 
amended, was then put and a^rreed (O. 

'I'he t(dlowin^»- niotion was, in the abseyice of the member, deemed 
to be wifhdiawn • 

Dr. 4 . M. DAS GUPTA: Tltis*( 'onncil lecommends to tbe (io |^^ 
ernment to extend th«* ri^bt ot co-option to all Municipali^lSUl in 
llen^al." 


Re-excavatioffi of the Alaipur Klial. 

Mauivi 8AYYED SULTAN ALI: Sif 1 to move that this 
(^ouiicil reccmimeinl" to the (fo\eiiiiiieiit that early stejis be taken to 
re-excarate the Alaipur Kha), in the distiic t of KImlna, sc* as to make 
it navigable during all parts (»f the year. 

^11 moving thi** resoli^ion I wish to explain the rea.son for wdiich 

I I " 

klial is about .V mileU'' long. The route from Chittagong to * 
Calcutta vhi Al^jfcr Klia] w^s^he shortest and the safest, and a very 
large iiuinWr of Mhats liaed to pass through it. There was steamer 
service from Khulna to Barisal rui Alaipur Khal and that was one 
of the earliest steamer lipes. Its imjMirtance wal recognised' by Oovern- 
ment, and twice it w«H/1i^g|avated. For some years past it has again 
been .silted up, which & causeA l^reat hardship to millions of |>eople 
wh^ used to pass throiigh it. 

It may be said that when the Oftvernmeiit twice aiiemptetl to kwp 
it alive but failed, re-excavation will ^ot ierve^ ajiy useful purpose. 
As a reply to that, f am to say that^be failure was due to the short- 
sightedness of the then engineers ^ho were in charge of the works. If 
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flluice ^ates had been providtvl and periodical dredging arrangements 
had been made, if could have been easily kept alive. 

In this conneciion, fhe question may arise as to how Hie cost of 
maintenance will be met. My ^suggestion is that, if toll be levied on 
cargo-boats passing through it at a moderate rate, the difficulty may be 
easily solved. T am of opinion that people will not object to such a 
toll, as the advantages derived by them will be very great. 

Sir, a)>art from the consideration of facility f>f communication, there 
are cf)ikKifh‘rati(ms (»f sanitaticui and agr iculture ft^r which the khal 
sliould be kept alive. On account of the silting uj) of the khal, the 
fertility of lin-ge tru'-ls of lands on both sides of it has gi-eatly dimi- 

nislied, and a large nunilrer of villages situated on both aides of it 

JiHve become insanitary, where cholera, malaria and Itala^azar have 

made their "slrongludd of operations. The once prospertms and happy 
])eople liyiog on both sides of it are on the verge of ruin. 

The present necessity for its re-excavation has been impresse<l' upon 
tlo' Oovernrnent by the ])e('jde of Khulna several times, but no prai tical 
step has as yet been taken to redress the grievances of the people. ^ 

The *ble Member in charge of the llepartrnent of Irrigation gave 
us some hope, in answer to rny question, that the matter was under con** 
ItfHeration of (Government, but recently I have come to bmi'n that an 
inquiry has been set on foot to ascertain the numlxT of boats which are 
likely to pass through it. Sir, I am to observe that by that process the 
(loveniment \\'\\\ not be able to ascertain the real state of things, as 
the boats have been passing thrimgh various other r(»utes afld the 
])e<»ple lixing on both sides of the khal have given up business by boat^. 

Sir, the imiuiry started by the (Government reminds me of a similar 
inquiry started by the Khulna District Ibmrd to ascertain the numlier 
of people who pjissed by the District Hoard road from Khidna to 
Ihigcrhat. to (le<‘i<l'' whether connection of the two places by riylway 
Mas practicable. 'I’he o]>ini»m »vf the Hoard ,-as against it. But iiTti- 
mately the railMuy line miis opened and' its, authorities have , been 
^regularly paying a dividend of 4f per cent, fi^om^the very b<‘ginning, 
virtuully without having any arrangement for goods t»ftc. 

Sir, a fcM’ M’ords more and I have done. There %re three means of 
ctimmunication, viz., roads, railways and rivers, of M’hich the rivers 
are most inqMMtant ff>r various other con si (K-rations stated above. The 
roads are in charge of Government, Munici|»Htie8 and various Boards, 
the railM’ays are in charge of Govemmetit anJrCompanies, but the rivers 
which are the be.st source of health, happiness And prosperity of the 
l>eoi>le are in charge of noboHy and have been totally neglected by 
Government. 

If this state of things continues, Bengal wiR be aa barren as the 
up-country in the near future'. Xliere is yet time to save the situation, 
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i Ctimiiii i Rny aali«liir» if Sir, tli« quwiim 
tlie inafirovemont ol the Alaijiur Khal hm been under the cooHidir^ 
ntlicni of Govemment for Home time. The khal forme a portion of the 
'ianer boat route between Khulna and Baierhat and has silted up due 
to various chanires which have taken place in the river system ouriug 
the past century in this viesnity, and a tidal meeting ground has Imtsed 
inside the channel. A project has been prepared lor the semi-oanali* 
sation of the khal by building a lock and a sluice at the eastern end 
where tl^e channel joins the Damodar ri%^er at Jatrapork^ By this 
means the tide from the Bagerhat river will be excluded, and it is 
expected that a through current will be introduced from the*Attara* 
banka. Should these works nut prove sm^ssful, a complete cahali^ 
nation of the khal ^n be effected by bmlding a sec'oud lock at the 
Western end at Alaipur, but it is not intended to take up thi# portion 
of the work until a trial has been gjven after completing the works at 
the eastern end. The proje<'t is now with the Superintending Engineer 
and is under examination by him, and it is ex|>ected that orders wilf 
be passed shOTtly and the scheme taken up as finances {>ermit« 1, 
therefore, a<*cept the resolution. 


The motion of Muulvi Sayyed Sultan Ali was then put aadf agreed to. 


Pratervatton of Oattlo. 


Mm AMULYA DHONE ADDYs Sir, 1 beg to move Uiat this Coun- 
cil iiaoomiiieuds to the Government — 

that the slaughte^ of calves and prime cows be prohibited or 
^ . materially restricted, except in religious ceremonies or * 
festivife^ and 

(n) that early etapt be taken for the establishment and mninten* 

^ ance of Un adequate number of veterinary charitable die* 
pensaries in Bengal. 


- iir, I may say at the o^lJt tbit Jt » not a religious questimi. I move 
from eif economic j^int of view, pure and simple. It 
in which not Inly the IndJmts, but also the Ehurppeans 
4!^ ,^ equally inteiWted. It is a quee^it in whkh 
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bulloclcM even should be prohibited, but I stand here not as a Hindu, 
but &n an Indian, as a repret^ntative of a body which consists solely 
of men of business — a iKHty the sole object of which is to do •^^ood to 
the people of this c ountiy — and in accordance with their mandate I am 
moviiifT this resolution. Sir, it will appear that my suggestion is a 
very moderate one. I suggest that the slaughter of calves and those 
cows which are fit for breeding purjwses be prohibited. I do not 
suggest that the slaughler of such animals he prohibited for religious 
ceremonies or festivals. What I do object to is the slaughter — indis- 
criminajc slinighter — of calves and prime cows from day to (fey. It 
will further appear that I have suggested that if it is not prohibited 
altogether, it may he restricted hv the levvidg of a fee. Sir, we all 
know that Hengal is an agricultural country — 75 per cent, of the people 
of Bengal are practically dependent (ui agriculture. In oxder to 
develop agriculture, w(‘ must imiirove the breed of cattle, but we find 
tliat the* numl)er of cattle in Bengal has been going down from year 
to year. It appears from the statistics which have been published by 
the All-Imfia Cow (kniferpiice Association of which the Hon’ble 
Mr. .lustice WcMcdrotfe was the President, as well ks those published 
by the (W Preservation L(*ngue of which the Hon ’hie Mr. Justice 
M<K)kerjee was the President, that in the year^ 1917-18 the total num- 
ber of cattle in Bengal was 25,8^4 ,9(M) and that in the year 1919-20 
it went d(>wn to 24,724,000, while in Panada it has been increasing by 
leaps and Ixmnds. 

However, this is most inadeijuate for our agriculture, because we 
find that in Australia for every hundred of the populaticm the number 
of cattle is 259. In Pruguay in South America the niimher of (‘attic 
is 500 per hundred of tht' |M)pulation, while in Bengal it is not more 
than 50. Theie one pair of cattle are in a position to till 5 acre.s <»f 
land, while here under the present circumstances they are enforeed 

to till even 10 acres of land. That is the reason why the outturn of 

(»ur crops is so low. That is the reason wh^v the pri(‘.es of our foml 
grains are so high. 1 find that in the ca.s€\ of wheat, the outturn 
thereof in Deiunark is 41 bushels jh*? acre, (*veii in Kgypt it is 27 
bushels iH‘r acre, while in India it is not more than 13. Then a.s 

regards the price of halam rice, in the year 1873 it was Rs. 2-2 per 

maund, while' now it has gone up to Hs. 8 per maund. It is alleged 
that it is due to the expent of ri(‘e to foi*eign countries. As a rice 
merchant I say it is not. If you take int(» consideration the case of 
India, (mly 2 per cent, of the rice is exported. In the case of wheat, 
only 16 per cent, of the outturn is exp<irted. That is, therefore, not 
the cause of t|ie high prices of rice and wheat. 

Now as regards milk—in the year 1867 it was selling at 40 seers 
per rupee, in 1890 it was 16 seers a rupee. But pure cow*8 milk can- 
not be had now at even 2i seers i)er mi>ee. We all know that milk is the 
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only for infants and invalids. Thi^t i» tlie reaa<m why I Wflr to 
subihit that necoasary steps should Ih» taken «o n« to I'ednoe (he priee 
of oUr ftjod ifmiiis and to rheui>en the price of onr milk. It is moat 
regrettable that we arc under the painful necessity of imjMirting a 
heav;i' c|uantity of milk from foreign I'auiitrics for the upkeep of our 
infants, lasuiise it ap)>ears that in we had to import one trore 

lbs. of milk from foreign eountiics into India. What is the result? 
The result is a disastrous one. 1'he rate of mortality in llengal is 
appalling. In Xew Zealand it is not more than 9 5 per thousand of 
the p<,puIation, even ifi dapan it is m;t more than *J(h9 per tlnmsand. 
In India it is pf*r thousand. As regards infant mtirtality, in 

Ne*w Zealand it is 4S peF thousand <.t the [Mipulatioii and in Imlia it 
is 224 (ler thousand. Take tlie <'ase of (’iilrufta. in 1922 the rate 
of infaW mritality ^Aas d22 per thoustind. I would draw the attention 
of my Mtihammadnn as woll as Hindu friends to the rate of iniiint 
mortality atnongst Hindus ami Mtihaiiimnfhitis : if was 2t)9 j>er tjiousand 
amongst Hindus and 38(» per thousand itmongst Muhamtmulaiis ni 
1922. What are the causes (d this depltinihle statt* ot things? 1 hiive 
gone through the statistics. I have also c<dlected facds and figures 
from various parts of India, and 1 find that (he «*auses are ex|)ort of 
cattle of the best breed Jroni Indiji t») foreign countries ami lack of 
pastnre giounds. in the Ignited ?flate.s of America (here are 13 
acres of }>asturc grouml j»er head of cattle. In Hengal it is not more 
than 17 cattle per jk le. Then, the inadeipiate ntnnher of stud hulls. 
In Heng.il thcie aie onl\ loS stud hulls niaintaimnl h\ the (i(»vern- 
meut as well as by the loeal authorities. 'I'he practice of ftliuka is 
also responsible t<, a gieat extent. ! am very ^^‘d that steps are 
being taken h\ the ( o»\ ••r’ luci t as well as 1 v this ('oumil througli the 
e-\erfions of our esteemed friend Dr. Moreno — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 must impress nii you that you should proceeil 
with your <»wn resolution. He firref, please. 

Bc.tu AMUL.YA DNC^E ADDY; 1 admit rhal I’-e local author- 
ities and (iovci ament have been I lying tlieji- best Ic ledme the morta- 
lity by imjiJoving the sariitatiori; I mlinit thai lakhs ami even i I'ores 
iii rupees are spent In the heal authorities and t tovenimeirt for- im- 
pi'oving sanitutiorr to letlme the late of morfality. Hut what is the 
root cause of the inoitalitv? 1 find that the shitigliter of cattle is 
the root cause of the heavy lale of moi tality. * Sir . I find from the 
statistics that r.ut of a total of 145 millions, Itf millions of cattle are 
slaughtered every yeai in India, of which one million are s!uught«i*e€l 
h r consumption hv Kiticpi^un soldioj.^ Imlia, six milh'ons for the civil 
population of Imliii. one million for (he muiiufacture of dry meat 
which is exported in heavy (|iiantities to Burma and two millions for 
the supply of hides. It i.s most regrettable, iSfr, that cows — prime 
cows — are not only slaughtered for human consumption but also for 

10 a 
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the supply of hides which are exported in heavy quantities to foreign 
countries as well as for the supply of dry meat to Burma. Then, Sir, 
a large number of cattle are slaughtered in Calcutta. In the year 
1919, 164,000 cattle were slaughtered. Of course, the number has 
gone down a little by the efforts of our esteemed friend Mr. Jones, 
Editor of the Statennan or rather the Friend of India. A large 
number of calves and pregnant cows used to be slaughtered. In the 
year 1921, 142,000 calves, cows and bullocks — most of them were 
prime cows — w’ere slaughtered in Calcutta. Therefore, I beg to sub- 
mit tha/ necessary steps should be taken for the preservation of cows. 
Sir, we find that there are laws for the protection and preservation of 
wild birds and animals. The females are not Allowed to be slaughtered 
under that Act. 1 also know that amongst Hindus she-goats 
are not allowed to be slaughtered, 'rhey do not object Jo the 
slaughter of he-goats. Apart from religious grounds, this prin- 
ciple is ^ observed purely from an economic point of view. I 
as a member of the Baisnab community of the Hindus strongly object 
to the slaughter of he-goats even. From an economic point of view, 
we should put a stop to the slaughter of prime cows. If we do so, 
what would l)e the result? The result will he — we shall he in a 
position to increase the supply of duilk, and not only that, we shall 
be in a jM)sition to increase the si#pply of beef. The price of heef has 
been going on incnuising every year. The reason is that the number 
of prime cows is getting down from year to year. If we do not put 
a restrh'tion to the slaughter of prime cows, the price of heef will be 
prohibition, and the question of milk-supply will be a thing of the 
past. I admit that immediately after su(*h restriction the pnce of 
beef will g(» up, but it will go up only for two or three years. I can 
assure you that after three years the pric’e of beef will (ome down. 
So, Sir, both Hindus and Muhammadans are ecjually interested in the 
preservation of prime cows. 

Then, Sir, it has been alleged that usele.ss cows are slaughtered; 
but, as a matter of fact, under the rules pre!'|cribe<l by the Municipal 
authorities and the cantonment authorities, only young cows and 
prime cows — animals fit for human food — are allowed to be slaughter- 
ed, the old and dry cows being unfit for human consumption are not 
alaughtered according to the Municipal Act or Cantonment Code. I 
will not quote the Qnoran^ although I have got a <opy of it. The 
following fahra was issued under the signatures of Moulanaa Abdul 
Hasanat Muhammad, Abdul Hye, Muhammad Abdul Wahab, Muhom- 
mad Abdul Hamid and Quaai Muhammad Hasan : — 

“ Sacrifice of cow is not necessary. If a person gives it up 

Mr. PRiilOEMTs^Order, order! You are not in order in quoting 
these things. 
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•ttM AMULVA OHONE ADOYi right Sir, I will omit it. 
Thfii Sir, »laujfhter of rows — uot only prime rows but old i*ows too — 
has bwn prohibited in Kashmir, Mysore and Baroda. It may be said 
that these places arc ruled by Hindus; but what about Afghanistan P 
When the Amir came to Delhi, he issii^l oitlers that slaughter of rows 
should not l)e allowed even during the tiinr of Hnkr-Id. In Hyderabad, 
by legislation, the Muhammadan (toverniuent has prohibited the 
slaughter of rows, and the same thing has been dune hv the srvr»*al 
loral authorities; hut it is most legrettahle 

The Hon’bla Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU* 
OHURI, Khan Bahadurl On a jHiint of oi dr r, Sir. In thr resolution 
hr does not want to jnit auy resfrirtion in regard to religious ceremonies 
and fMtivals, hut now hr is talking ahoiit these things. 

Mr« PRESIDENTS 1 have alieady lullcil him to order. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADOYS I mler the Art of 1!)15 enarted 
hy tlie (lovernniriit of the (Vntral Provinces, all cows arc prohihited 
to he slaugljlturd. All [irrgnant animals and all lows and all ralv»*s 
are not allowed to hr slaughtered, and 1 hope and trust that this 
(’ouiiril as well as this* (Toxcntim-n^. in \\hi«’h 1 have thr greatest 
c<mfidenre, will follow the path laid down hv the Ooveiinnrnt of the 
(Vntral Provinces. I would here draw attention to tin* opinion of a 
person who has studied this <|urstiou thmoughly — I mean Mr. Isa 
IV'verd; “ I have said that it is a great loss to tlie country and a 
(lime to allow good c(»w.s to g(» to the butcher. The (iovernmrnt and 
Municipalities should step in to pieviuit g(»od cows iM'iiig sljMiglit(*r(*d." 
Then I will draw attention 1(» the opinion of a jirrsonage in whom 
both the Hindus and the Muhammadans have the greatest ronfidrme — 

I mean Mahatma (htndhi. He sa\s: I hold the (jiirstion of row 

protection to hr not less imuiientous, Imt in rrrluin resprct.s even of 
far greater moment than that of Swaraj. Swaraj would he devoid of 
all meaning so long a.s|^e have not found out a way ()f saving the 
row. (Vw slaughter and man slaughter are, in my opinion, two sides 
of the same (“oin.” T think I have been able to explain to the House 
that it is most advisable to prev<*nt or at least t(» materially restrirt 
the slaughter of ( alve.s as well as prime row. My sole < hjert is not 
only to reduce the price of milk with a view to^rdiire infant mortality, 
but also to reduce the price of beef though in course of time. A large 
number of cattle die unnatural deaths in Bengal due to the want of 
proper medical treatment. Sir, how many veterinary dispensaries are 
there in Bengal? You will be astonished to hear that in the Report 
of the Veterinary Department for 1^1-22 it is stated that there were 
only 39 dispensaries and in 1924 only 41, an jnerease of two only! 
Take the case of Calcutta. Is there «ngle veterinary charitable 
dispensary in Calcutta, although the Corporation of Calcutta under 
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the Act of 1923 has been ^oecially authonsed to incur necessary 
expenditure for the eHtabliHbmeiit and maintenance of such dispen- 
saries? I admit, Sir, that within the boundaries of greater Calcutta 
we have got a Veterinary Hospital at llelgachia, but it is not a free 
inslitntioM. I have explained Jbove that, with a view to reduce infant 
mortality not only amongst the Hindus but also amongst the Muham- 
madans — because the rate of mortality among Muhammadan children 
is higlier, and our Muhammadan brethren are equally interested in 
it — (ulves and prime cows should he preserved so that milk may be 
cbeapelied. It is not a religious question, but a purely economic one, 
and I hope and trust that my Mussulniau blathers will kindly accept 
it, and Government also will do so. 

Mauivi 8AYYED SULTAN ALI: There are people in tha.Hindu 
community wlio want to stop eow-killing on some pretext or other. 
The hon,’hle mover wants to-day to stop the slaugliter of ])rime cows 
am] ealves only, to-m(»rrow another will [nopose to stop slaughter of 
jihh'-hodied cattle, and the day after to-moirow another will < ome 
foi ward to- stop it altogether. The movci has a<l(i^)ted the slow [)ro- 
ces-i of sto[iping it. 

It nuist he hoine in mind thaf’ once the •[)i'lm ij)le is accepted, it 
will he impossible afterwards to refuse its iinther extension. 

If ridigioiis .sentiment of any community has anything to do w'ith 
the question of cow-killing, I wonder how can the [>oint lie urg(‘d witli 
ev('(. a semhhm(*e of ieasonahl(Mi(‘ss. The Himliis used to kill cow’s for 
the (nirpose ot their consumption in early times as much as the Mussal- 
mtnis and the ( hristiaus did. Attei wards, liie Hindus have gi\en it 
uj», hut on the other hand the Mussalmans and the (’hristiaus have 
been continuing the jiiactice as before. When that is the position, 
tlnu’e cannot he any ohjection to cow-killing on that score. 

Sir. if the question has anything to do with the inqn’ovement of 
cattle and imren.se in its number. I must sav that the [)ioposal of the 
mover is not the wa\ to do that. Tor tlLt j)Ui[»ose the breeding 
should be improved, ade<iiiate pasture land should be juovided in the 
country and the (‘attle disease should la* successfully dealt with. In 
support of my contentum I may [mint out that in Euro|>ean countiies 
tlu* number and (jualitv have l>een gieatly improved without stopping 
cow-killing. * 

The ileirea.se if any there be in the number is due not to slaughter, 
hut to cattle ili.sease. The iiuml>er that die of disease in one year is 
not consumed in a d(>y.en of years, Sii , the mover has lost sight of 
some other iin^mrtant as[>ect.s of the ([uestioii. As scxm as the quan- 
tity of flesh decreases in the market, there will be a it)rre8ponding 
rise in the prices of other kinds of flesh and some rise in the prices of 
fish also, and the result will be that the people at large will suffer 
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they w;ll have to on without fle«h, amt they will suffer very greatly 
for want of uourinhing food if not die altogether. The eonditioii of 
the poor Hindus will Ije similar tor u^»nt of fish, although they may 
go on for some time with vegelahles. The mover has said that the 
prices of rice have gone up for cow slaughter. He is entindy mis- 
taken. If anybody is resimnsihle for the rise in the prices of rice it 
is the mover and his co-hu>iness men who ex|H)rt rice to foreign 
♦ tmntries. Sir, 1 am suiprise«l ti> see that the love of the Jion'hle 
mover is greater for animals than foi men. 

Sir, there is a not Inn *ispi*ct of (he (ptcstion. If adinptatt* facilities 
be given to the jH‘ople of tins countiy to increase the numlnM and 
imprn\;f the ((uality of cattle, the export trade business carried on by 
a He( tion of the Hindus will also increast* and it will bring in more 
wealth to oui (ountrv. The hon'hh* niemher has not toU 4 'he<l the 
ijuestion of expoit of cattle, as if that does not decicasc the niimbTi. 
If <attle of this coniitiy nia\ he utilise<l foi eon.siimplioii of the people 
of foreign countriw, 1 do not set* an\ H‘aM)n \\h\ it will in»t he utilised 
in our einintiy. 

in this eonnei lion 1 iMUst add tlftd low -killing should not be stnppeil 
by any legislation If the ( iovei loiienl <lo it, it will (eilainlv inter- 
leie with the lawful lights of the Mussahiiaiis and lie ( hiistians for 
^\hi<•h there is abs<dutel\ no just ifnaf ion. 

AVitli the above leiiiaiks I opp 'st* the lesolnhon w ith ail tin* 
emphasis that I can command 

Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Mi. l'iesid<*nt, Sii, oin* poitiou 
ot the s]u*e«di of in\ fiiend, Mauhi Sullan Ah. has greatlx amused me. 
AVhen he sa>s that tlie use in the |»ii<e ot rue is due to nienhantH 
like inv friend. Mi. Ad<l\. he hetraxs a class ignoiame 1 ma> sax of 
the si ieiut* of l unem.x and similar iiialteis. If m> learni'd Irieiid ha<l 
stmlied this suhjett, he |(>uld have known tliat the reason of the rise 
in *he pii< e id’ rit e lies in a t oinpletely distimt atniosplieie from the 
export busim‘s.s earrie<l on by Messrs, Addx & f'o. Hoxvever, this 
<lue.stioii i.s difff'ient to the tjiiestion now before us to-tlax . Mr, A<hiy 
has brought forward this re.solution in tuder that the .slaughter of 
calves and prime eoxv.s only may be prohibited ^r materially reMrietetl, 
except in religious een*inonies cn* festivals; they set right any feel- 
ing that there may lie lurking in the minds of my Miihurnmudan 
frieiuk that it is for religiou.s reasons that Mr. Addy has brought for- 
ward this resolution. It is quite true that in common with Mr. Addy 
the 22 CTorea of Hindus inhahiting India would like to see — either by 
consent or even by legislation if necessary — tlie total slaughter of 
eowa, calves, bullocks or bulls in any fo^m or shape whatsoever put a 
atop to, but the demand that is now put by Mr. Addy is not of that 
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kind at all. He only requirta that the alaughter of calves and prime 
cows be prohibited or materially restricted and has taken thq precau> 
lion to add “ except in religious ceremonies or festivals.” Sir, my 
experience of the villages of ^ihar and Bengal is that where formerly 
milk was easily available, it is now very diflicult to get it there. 
Villages should be the place where milk should be available in abund- 
ance, but I need not go into the reason for this stoppage of the supply 
of milk. It is necessary for the maintenance not only of Hindus but 
also of Muhammadans and f’hristians and j>eople of all denominations, 
not only for feeding infants but alsc) for people of grown-up ages and 
also for invalids and sick j)eople. If milk ^ not available, it is very 
difficult to rear up (hildren, very difficult to feed invalids and to give 
proper food to the sick in their beds. Sii', this resolution has been 
brought forward merely for economic* rcnisons, and I do hope that — 
not withstanding the prc*sent communal tension in this province — my 
Muhamfnadan friends and the* (lovernment will see that the spirit in 
which the resolution has been moved is for the common benefit both of 
the Hindus and tlie Muhammadans, as well as of jihe people of other 
denominatio!Js. In these ciicuinstances, 1 do ho|H^ that this modest 
resolution will he ac(‘<*ptc*d by this House*. My friend. Maulvi Sultan 
Ali, has statc'd that this will pr(>v<* to he tld* thin end of the wedge. 
I do not s(*c*. why, if suhseeiuejit advainc's aie made in this matter, my 
Muhammadan friends cannot come forward then and object if their 
religious prop<*nsities are in any way ef)cioa(h(*d upon. That will he 
tin* proper time to oppose any advance, hut as the resolution as it 
stands to-day does not c*iH‘roach upon th(‘ir religious propensities and 
feelings, I do not see why on economic grounds they shcnild not join 
hands witli the Hindus in this matter of the preservation of calves 
and prime cows in ord<*r that the supply of milk may l)e made plentiful 
and available to the people, , 

As regards the second part (»f the resolution, even Maulvi Sultan 
Ali has not the slightest op|a>sition to it. v 

In these circumstanc'es, if the (lovernmeif't cannot see their way to 
accept the whole resolution which I hoi)e it will, I hope it will cer- 
tainly take steps for the establishment and maintenance of an ade- 
quate number of veterinary dis|M*n.saries in Bengal. 

TN Hon’ble Nawab«Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUOHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: Sir, 1 have heard with interest the speech made by my 
friend Babu Amulyu Dhone Addy, the mover of the resolution. He is 
ver\’ keen in the matter of the improvement of cattle and their well- 
being, and so d^'rves well of the public for this his kind solicitude for 
the welfare of dumb unimals. 

The question of prohibition of slaughter of calves and prime cows, 
however, is Iwmi with serious difficulties, and there are already strong 
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feelings in evidence on this matter. I would, therefore, have avoided 
a dia<yi88ion of the matter altogether, if I could help it, at the pi'eaent 
moment which is not at all opfwrtune. In any case, I am concerned 
with the question from its agricultural point of view, and shall deal 
with that aspect of the case. 

Sir, the existing laws under which the slaughter of cows is regulated 
in the mufassal Municipalities will be found in the Bengal Municipal 
Act and the Bengal Municipal (Slaughter Houses and Meat Markets)^ 
Act. There are also provisions in the (^ilcutta Municipaf Act on 
the subject. Control ni the matter, how<‘ver, lies with the local 
authorities concerned, within tlie jwiwers conferred on tliem by statute, 
and it is up to them to take action for the regulation of slaughter of 
cows^within their jurisdictions. It is m> part of (iovernment's husi- 
ness to interfere in the mat ten. provided action is restricted to lawful 
powers. I need liardly a<hl that the prohibition of slaughter •<>{ anypuls 
is not within the competence of Municipnlitie.s or other local autlnui- 
ties, and (iov(*riiment caiiiu)! snp|Mnt any proposals tending in that 
direction. • 

As I have already Kunarked, liowever, we an* mainly concerned 
with the agricultural as|H‘(‘t of the# (|ucslion. The slaughter of (‘alves 
and prime <'ows is ct*rtainly wasteful, but then* is no t*vidence that 
such slaughter is larg(*ly resorted to and that it has any adv(*rse eflVct 
economicallx . In his report on tlu* ceiisn.s of cattle taken in Hnii, 
Mr. Blackwood made a detailed and careful survey in regard to tlio 
|K)sition of (*attle in Bengal. The c(*nsns fignr<*s showed that for KM) 
human beings in Bengal there were 5(5 head of catth*, which doubled 
the bead of cattle in the British Isles. Although the conditions are 
widely different, it is clear that numerically cattle in Bengal are not 
insufficient. On the othm* hand, the deleriniation in the (juality and 
milk yield of <*ows is largely due to climatic and economic causes. It 
also appears fnun the lofsirt that although prime cows, /.c., cows under 
7 years of age and fit^for breeding, form a jHU’tion of horned cuttle 
slaughtered in Calcutta, the old and worn-out animuls are generally 
sold and picked up in the miifassal by butchers. It is also a fre- 
quent practice in certain districts to erajdoy dry (*ows for ploughing. 
From the above it is clear that (he slaughter of cows as at present 
practised does not seriously affect agric’ultun? and rau#a*s very little 
economic loss, if any. On these grounds I oppose this part of the 
resolution. 

As reganls the sec'oiid part of the resolution relating to the esta- 
blishment and maintenance of an adequate number of veterinary die- 
pensaries in the Presidenc'j’, I have not much to say. The present 
policy of Government is to establish a^veterinary dispensary at every 
district and subdivisional headquarters, mostly through the agency 
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mid at the coat of lo(^aI bodi(^. There are at preaent 43 dispensaries 
in exiateiure in Beii^?al. The proifress is admittedly very slow, but 
as the matter rests entirely with the loeal bodies, all that Govern- 
menl can possibly do is to impress upon them the impoitance of esta^ 
blishin^f these diK|>ensai ies as is done from time to time. I may, how- 
ever, add that these diH|H*nsaries are not (diaritable institutions, only 
persons with an income below Rs. 50 a month bein^ allowed free 
treatment of their cattle. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I am really very sorry that my 
esteemed Iriend. Mr. Sultan Ali, has objeeled to it. From what T 
pit her from liis sj)eech it ^eems to me that suspicion lurking’ in his 
mind. He is uiidir the impression that if my rescliition is jias^ed to- 
day, 1 shall brin.ir forwanl am.ther resolution at the next session to 
the extent of the prohibition of all cows jnid bullocks. Sir, 1 can 
as^re my hon’iilc friend that this is far from truth, and tliat 1 have 
moved this resolution n(»t as a Hindu but as an Ind‘ian. It has been 
allcfred that Hindus us<*d ^o eat beef in pre-liistt^i’ic days. Sir. T 
km-w our /'fishts (o(d\ beef wher(‘ there had been scarcity of food. Hut, 
Sir, ilte present economic c(uidition,of India and that of the jjre-his- 
toric days is a> wide as the Pole*^ Sir, I have broujjfht forward* this 
rcsoluti(-n cut inly in the inteiest of both Hindus and Muhammadans. 
Is it not a fact that the rate i.f infant mortality is \ciy hi^h amoiijffst 
our Muhammadan brethren than amon^^ Hindus? Have T not con- 
vinced you ab( lit this repa'ttable state ol affairs with facts and 
filLfures? 

1’ben a;,;'ain it lias been stated that the price of beef will p» up. 
No doubt it will, but that will onl\ be for tw(, or three yean and not 
moil'. My (bject is also to make' it as < h<ap as ])o-sibl(‘. My friend, 
Mr. Sultan .\li, thinks that beef is a ^cr\ nourisJiin^ fooil*. May I 
ask you, Sii — Is milk hss nouri^hin}.r than beef? 

Mrulvt 8AYYED SULTAN ALI: 1 mvef aid that. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Hbase p. on. Mi. Addy. 

Babu AMULYA DjIONE ADDY: Medical experts have given 
verdict that milk is the most nourishing of all the neiessaries of life, 
and (hat beef is injurious ti. health. T am really sorry to find that 
the Hon’hle MemWr, who is in charge of Agriculture, has op[>(>sed it. 
He says that th» question of prohibition of the slaughter of calves and 
prime cows is lii&st with serious difficulties. But I do not find 
any difficulty in the ipatter. Is he in charge of the portfolio of the 
I)e{mrtinent of Agriculture? ^Ir it not his primarj^ cbity to develop 
ngrii'ulture and, to do it, the preservation of cattle is of the utmost 
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Is it not a fac t that evei^ under the Caleuttn Muntoipal 
Act of I92^t and, notwithstandiiifr the rmmimendation of the Select 
Committee of this Council, this Counc il had rejected the pn>|M)sal in 
connection with the prohibition of the shuiffhter of t'owsy Is it not a 
fact that the Calcutta Corpcuatit.n Jkronjrly m*onnnended that the* 
slaufrhter of (*ows should he prcdiihited altcarcdher, not only prime cows 
but all c‘o\vsy Then, Sir, my hoiCble friend has referred* to the learncHl 
note of Mr. Blackwood. 1 admit that in foreign countries there* is 
no lepslalion for the prohibition of the sbui^bter of (m>ws. We must 
all bear in mind that India is out and out an a|{:ri<‘ultin‘al*c’cmntry, 
and as such cattle ]»la^- tin* most impeutant ]»art in the devcdopmcuit 
of ajrricnlture. In Europe borso> take the place of cattle for tbe pur- 
poses of a^fiiculture 1’bc're in those couiitric's immense* use c»f 
machiinery and implemc'nts is taken udvanta^je of for the puiposcvs of 
a^rricullure, and here* in India hullocks ur«' uscmI for similai j)nipc*ses, 
T am sorry that the Hon 'hie Mc'iuber in charji^e ccuilci' not stte his«»ay 
to accept my I'csolulion which is, after all, a very mcKlest one. Sir, 
I have moved thi" roolutioii not from any religious pc»int of vicnv, 
but c ntirel v from the ])cjint of \icnv cd c'c-omuny. Sir, the Hon 'hie 
Nawab Bahadur ha-' reteiied to tbe existence of stronj; feeding ag-ainst 
the prc^posal. Sir, (^«)ic> of Hinjiis are wbcdly a^rainsl tbe slau^Hiter 
of co\>s. I, tln'ieforc, hope* and trust that the House will suppeut 
the resolution. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tln^ jesoliition cd Balm Amidya Dhonc* .Vdcly 
raises twee distinct is'Ue^. Therefore. I '•licaild like* to di\idc it into 
tuc, jiarts and put them to the* Hcmsc* s<»paialcdy. 

The motion that tJie '•lau^ldc*i cd calxes and' jaime cows he prohi- 
bited or matc'iiallv re-vlfictcd, cxcc*jd in red j^ricui’' cc‘iemonic*s or tesfi- 
vab, was then jml and lo'^t. 

The motion that c*arl\ step.>» he takc‘ij tor the cslahli-hmeid ancl 
maintenance cd an adc'^piate nnmhc r ol vetca inaiy c haritable dispen- 
8erit's in Benjral, was then put and a^^rec*<l 1c*. 

The followin#i’ motions were c-allecl hut iit:t inovecl, and were dc»emed 
It* he withdniwn : — 

Babii MAHENORA NATH MAITY: ‘ This Council reccunmenclH 
to the Government that immeditiie steps lie taken for ^'rantin*? to the 
Icjcal bodies of this juovince, or their (’hairnic'ii or Vic*e-Chainnen, c’opies 
of all such letters, whether they are demi-official cjr not, of the District 
Mapri^trates uncf the C'onimissioners of this province, to tlieir immediate 
su|>c‘rior.s, as conc^ern the said Un-al bodies or their Chairmen or Vic*e- 
Chairmen as such/* 
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Mr* MAHSUtUL HUQf V This Council recommends to the Gov- 
ernment that a Committee consisting of — ^ 

(a) the Hon^ble Member in charge of the Department of Revenue 

(Jails) Branch ; • 

(b) Mr. W. S. Hopkyns, o.b.e., m.l.c. ; 

(f) Babu Naliniranjan Sarker, m.l.c. ; 

(//) Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy, m.l.c. ; 

(e) Jiabu Bejny Krishna Bose, m.l.c. ; 

(/) Maulvi Zannoor Ahmed, m.l.c. ; and 
(ff) the mover; 

be formed to inquire into the grievances of the Assistant Jailors in 
Bengal and to advise what remedial measures should be adopted.’* 

^^HAK 8YED EMDADUL HAQ to move, by way of amemhnent, 
that in the ulx)ve motion, line 9, for the word “ and ” the wends Sir 
Abd-ur-Uahim, k.c.s.i., and ” be sxibstituted. 

Maulvi RAdiBUDDIN TARAFDAR rose to move resolution No. 25 
standing in his name. 

Mfi PRESIDENT* I do not think there is time to take up and 
finish this resolution as the adjournment hour 1ms nearly been reached. 

Adjournment 

The (’ouncil was then adjourned till d r.M. on Monday, the 12th 
July, 1920, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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i *ro^ Ww ii iigt vf the B t n g i l LagMatiM^Cwiwil — mi b M mdtr tiw 
pmisiom of the Cevernmcnt of liNHo Aet. 

The Conncil met in the Council Chamber in the Town Half, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 12th July, 1926, at 3 p.m. 


Prwtnt: 

The Hon’ble the President (Kumar Shib Shekh.ibeswar Rav) in 
the Chair, the four Ilon’ble Members of the Executive Council and 
103 nominated and electetl members. 


SUrrtd Qutttioni 

(to which oral tnswara wort given). 

Looting of shopa during Caloutta riots. 

*S. Mr. He $. SUHRAWARCTY: Will the UoiPble .Member in 
charge of the Police Department be pfeased to state — 

(i) how many shops of 

(a) Hindus, 

(b) Muhammadans 

have been looted in the jurisdiction of the following thanas: — 
liurrabazar, Jorasanko, 

Jorubagun, Sukea Street, and 

Powbazui ; 

(ii) how many shop-s of Muhammadans were looted in Khengn^ 

putty ; 

(iii) what is the number of the shops referred to in (ii); 

(ti?) how many of the cases mentioned in (H) are entered in the 
diary of the Burralmzar thnna? 

member in chtrgo of POLICE DEPARTMEHT (th# Hon’Mo 
Mr. L. Birloy)! (i) Bunabuzai Hindu, 10; Muhammadan, 35. 
Jorabagan Hindu, 4: Muhammadan, 39. Jorasanko Hindu, 65; 
Muhammadan, 31. Sukea Street Hindu, 1: Muhammadan, 4. Bow* 
ba*ar-“Hindu, ^10; Muhammadan, 9. 

(ft) Four. 

(fti) Nos. 2;l/l, 4T, 53 and 101. 

(ir) Xone of the owners lodged any cdhjplaint at the police-station. 
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LMting af al^ in KfMi«np«tty. 

•6. Mr. H. S. SUHBAWARDY: (a) Will the Hon’ble ifember 
in chaij^e of the Police I)epart|neiit be pleased to state how mmy 
Hindus have been arrested at the instance of the police on a charge 
of looting the shops of Muhammadans in Khengraputty within the 
llurrabaznr thaiia during the recent Calcutta riots? 

(fj) Is the Ifon’ble Member aware that — 

(/) the shops were looted on three gucces.sive days; 

(ii) the looting lasted for several hours at a time; 

(iif) the safe of one of the shops (No. 53) took more than thi*ee 
hours to break open; 

(ir) the wife lemained in the lane for several weeks without being 

^ , removed ; and 

(r) g(MHls worth over Us. (>,00,000 were looted from these shops? 

The Hon’ble Mr. L. BIRLEY: (a) F if teen Hindus were sent up 
for trial and <*onvicted. 

(/>) (/) to (h') T have no information to this effect. The suggestions 
are unlikely in view of the fact that there wer(‘ constant jmlice patrols 
operating in this area. 

(r) (Toveininent have no knowledge of the actual loss incurred. 


Death of Haji Ahmed Peshawari in the Jorabagan lock-up. 

•7, Mr, H. 8, 8UHRAWARDY! (//) Will the Hon’ble Meml)ei 
in charge of the Poli(‘e Department be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that Haji Ahmed Pe.shawari died of suffocation in the lock-up 
at Jorabagan in May last? 

(/>) Is it a fact that after bis death the other prisoners in the lock- 
up created a great deal of confusion and they were thei‘eui>on distri- 
buted to other places? 

(c) Is it a fact that practically all the prisoners in the lock-up were 
M\ihamiuadans? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Memlwr aware that all the conveniences for water, 
latrine, water-closet, are all within (he lock-up and that the stench and 
fflth are normally unbearable and particularly so on a hot day? 

(f) Is it a fart that the prisoners in the lock-up are fed in the lock- 

up? 

(/) Is it H fact that the prisoners in the lock-up are under-trial 
prisoners who have uot been found guilty as yet in a court of law? 
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Hoil*bl# Ufa L« BIIILt>CYs (n) Hiijt Ahiued Peithnwari wa® 
sud^ly taken ill at about 2 f.m. on 26th^ay, 1920. in the Nm-th Towtt^ 
Divwiwilal lock-up in circuinstancefi which show that he wn 9 . feeliuR 
the heat, llie clay in question was a very hot one. He died in the 
ambulance while being removed to hol^ntal. The verdict of the jury 
at the inquest held on 9th June, 1920, was that death was due to 
heart failure from natural causes. The post-mortem rcqiort shows that 
his heart was slightly enlarged and that the valves had thic kened. The 
lock-up is designed to accommodate 18 persons. t)n the day in ques- 
tion there were 15 jiersons, including the decea.sed. • 

(b) No. 

(c) Yes. 

id) It is a fact that all the conveniences are within the lock-up. 
There is direct ventilation we^t, east and south, and a Hwee|)er is int 
constant attendance. 

ie) Yes. 

(/) Yes. 


Qalcutta Palioe Faroe. 

*8. Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: AVill the HonMde Mcmilnu' irr 
charge of the Police Department be pleased to state how many Hindu, 
Muhammadan, Europc*an and Anglo-Indian Irispwtors, Sul>-lns|H‘ctor.H, 
and Head (^»n.st^»hl(*^ arc' sei ving in the ('aleuttn Police fom*K 

The Hon'ble Mr. L. BIRLEY: A .statemtMit is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the replp to Starred Question ;VV>. S, shoiriof/' 
the streiif/th of rank nod fUe of the ('alcutta Police Force frotih 
J nspcetur.i doo‘innirds on the ,’)tst fferemher, Ht'Sh by com muuitieg^^ 
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NarayanguiJ MiNMpaiitiF. 

•«. Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY: (a) Will the Hon^ble Member 
in charge of the Tiocal Self-GoTernmcnt Department be pleased to state 
whether fresh elections have befe held in the Narayauganj Munici* 
pality ? 

(h) If not, what dates, if any, have been fixed for such elections? 

MEMBER in oharga of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEFART- 
ME NT ^tlM Hon’ble MMiariJ. KiliMiiuh Chandra Ray Bahadur of 
Nidio): (a) No; it was only recently that the Civil Court set aside 
the general election and ordered a fresh election. 

(b) According to the latest information available, no date has been 
£xed yet, but orders will he issued shortly. 


Lioonset for Firoorms. 

MO. BMmi DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN: (a) Will the Hon ble 

MemW in charge of the Police Department he pleased to state — 

(i) how many applications were made in Calcutta for licenses for 

firearms since the 15th April, 1920; 

(ii) how many of them were made by Bengali Hindus, Marwaris 

and others; and 

{Hi) how many of them were grauteil to the memliers of ea<*h 
such class? 

(b) IvS it a fact that a large number of Hindu citizens whose 
3 ij)j)licatioiis wcri‘ refused were qualified under the rules for the grant 
of such licenses? 

(c) Will the Hon’ldc Member lie plea.sed to state on what principle 
licenses have been refused to Hindus referred to in (5)? 

(d) Did not the Government of India give any undertaking that 
people qualified under the rules would be granted licenses? 

TN Mr. L, BIRLEY: ut) (i) 1.919 from 2nd April to aOth 

J une. 

(if) Hindus, 844: Muhammadans, 65: Others, 110. 

{Hi) Hindus, 322: Muhammadans, 29: (Uhers, 80. 

(6) Many oti them hail ({ualifications which have been laid down 
as ordinarily rendering an applicant suitable for grant of a license. 

{c) Tile principle was not to allow Calcutta to he flooded with 
4u*ms at a time when they were likely to be used indiscriminately 
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iii)^i4l»mmanal outbreaks. All cases were caiefully examined, and tbe 
nef^itiee of particular aieae were borne in mind. 


(i) No. They laid down that tbe ^ant of licensee sbould be lees 
reetiucfbd and more free from irksome enquiries, but expressed at tbe 
same time their agreement with the recommendation of the Commit- 
tee that the Local OoTenimeut shoubl have the discretioiiary power 
of restricting licenses in any area in which such restriction is deemed 
necessary for the maintenance of public tranquillity. 


Sliree Vistiuddhinanda iarMnmli Viilyalayi. 

Ml. Babu DEBI I^ROBAD KHAITANs (a) Will* the Hon ble 

Member in charge »)f the Polite Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that an application made on behalf of Shreo 
Vishuddhauanda Saraswuti Vidyalaya for license has not been 
granted ? , 

(h) Is the Hon ’hie Member aware that the said Vidyalaya is the 
premier school in (\ilcutta, imparting education through Hindi to 
about 8(K) studeifts, and is affiliated to the Calcutta Cniversity, Imt is 
situated in a dangerous locality? 

(c) Is the Hon’hle Member n'^aje that on account of a sense of in- 
security, the attendance of boys has fallen df)wn to an average of 145? 

(fJ) Will the TIori’ble Memlier be pleased to state what steps he 
proposes to take foi ensniing tin* xaf<*lv of the boys and of the prop(‘rty 
of the s(h(M>l? 

The Hon’bte Mr. L. BIRLEY: (n) Yes 

{h) I am aware that it is an important school. 

(c) Ooveniment have no information. 

{(!) In the opinion of the Commissioner (»f Police the lives of the 
boys and the property of the school are secure, and the police are able 
to aflord the necessarv protection. 

Balm DEBI PR08A0 KHAITAN: Is the Government aware that 
•ince the question was sent, tbe school was actually attacked by a 
mob of 500 Muhammadans? 

Tim Hon’bfe Mr. L. BIRLEY: I was iloi aware of that. 

Balm DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN: If the statement proves to be 
true, is the Government prepared to reconsider the application? 

Mr. PRESIDENTS That’s rather an argumentative way el putting 
it. 


11 
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Babu DBBI PROBAD KHAITANs May I put it in thla way?— 
Is the Government prepared consider the advisability of reconsider- 
ing the application made by the school, in view of the fact of certain 
events having occurred after the question was sent? 

TIM Honlito Mr. L. BiR^EY: I am not prepared to answer a 
hypothetical question. 


Daad and woundad Muhammadaiis during Calcutta rioti. 

f 

Ml 8. 8UHRAWARDYfi (a) ^ill the Hon’ble Member 

in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that during the first and second phases of the Calcutta riots 
many Muhammadans were— 

(i) treated in the Muslim Relief Hospitals; 

c ^ • 

(ii) buried from the mosques without being sent to the morgue; 

and 

(m) killed and thrown into the river? ^ 

(6) Have the Government kept a record of persons and bodies 
referred to in (a)P ^ ' « 

Thi Hon’Ma Mr. L. BIRLEY: (a) (i). Yes. 

, («) and {Hi) Government have no information. 

(b) No, but as far as has been ascertained 242 persons were treat- 
ed in temporary Muslim Hospitals and by Muslim doctors. 


Number of pereofis sent up during CaloutU riots. 

Ml Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state — 

(i) how many Hindus and how many Muhammadans have been 
sent up during the Calcutta riots in respect of the follow- 
ing se^'tions — sections 302, Indian Penal Code (Murder), 
304, Indian Penal Co<le, 324, 325, 326, Indian Penal Code, 
143, 145, 147, 148 and 188, Indian Penal Code, 396, Indian 
Penal Code (Dacoity), 411, Indian Penal Code (Receiving 
Stolen Property), 54, Criminal Procedure Code (Suspicion), 
and 54A, 32A, 62A, 54A, and 68 of the Calcutta Police Act 
(Petty cases); and 

(n) how many have been convicted? 

TIm HonlNo Mr. L. BIRIIY: A statement is laid on the table. 
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Sta^f^Mnt referred to in the reply to etortod queitidi^ 13 , 
shotting the number of Hindus and Muhammadan* up under 
oertain sections of law and conxicted. 



Kiilad aiHi woumM during CaloutU riots. 

*14. Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Will tW 

Hon’ble Member in 

charge of the Police Department he pleunetl to state how many Muham- 
madans and how many llinilus have been killed and wounded during 

the first and seeond phases of (he (^ilcutta riots, 
rial figure?^ 

acc'ording to the offi- 

Th« Hon*blg Mr. L. BIRLEY: A statement is 

laid on the table. 

Satement. 


Ist phase — 


Muhammadan (killed) 

19 

Muhammadan (wounded) 

... 2^38 

Hindu (killed) 

... 24 

Hindu (wounded) 

... 327 

2nd phase — 


Muhammadan (killed) 

... 31 

Muhammadan (wounded) 

... 213 

Hindu (killed) 

... 30 

Hindu (wounded) 

... 172 


11 A 
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KHM ifid woumM in Mftain tfunas during Cateutta rfote. 

M». Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) Will the Hon ’ble' Mem her 
in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state how many 
Hindus and Muhammadans wire killed and wounded in the first and 
^cond phases of the riots, according to the official figures, in the 
jurisdiction^of the following thanas: — 

Jorabagan, 

Bunabazar, 

Jorasanko, 

Siikea Street, 

Bowbazar, 

Wat gun gey 

r (A) How many Hindus and Muhanimaduiis have been arrested in 
lespect of the incidents referred to in (n), thana by thana, respectively y 

The Hon’ble Mr, L. BIRLEY; (a) Information is not available 
thana by thana. Figures showing, the total of killed and injured in 
the two periods of rioting are given in the' leplv to starred (luestion 
No. 14. 

Information is not um* liable. 


Persons receiving injuries during CalcutU riots. 


MB. Mr. TARIT BHUSAN ROY: („) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Poli(*e Department be jileased to state 


(f) 


(lO 

(in) 


how many |M‘isons ha\e died in coiisequeiue of injuries caused 
to them during the communal liots which broke out in 
(alcutta in the months of April a».id May, 1920; 

how many persons were sent to hospital and were discharged 
after ^recovery on such occasions as mentioned in (i); and 
how many of them were — 


(cj) Mdhammadaiis, 

(h) Hindus, 

(c) Sikhs, 

(</) Christians? 

(6) Is it a fuel that several women were belaboured by roughs 
during such riots in Calcuya? 



ISalfcj QUESTIONS. IfiS 

Tlii Hoii*Mt Mr. L. lIRLEYi (a) (i>no. 

(u) The total number of persons admitted to the hospitals and 
discharged was 975. 

(lit) (a) — 451, (6) and (r) — 499, an^ others — 25. 

(5) Government have no information to this effect. 


Ufistarrad QiMitions 

(answars Uawhioh were laid on tiio tiMe). 

AgrioylturioU of Diamoml Harbour subdivision. 

16. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADPY: {u) Has the attention of 
the Hon 'hie Member in charge of the Department of Uevenue 
Ilevenue) been drawn to the comlithm of the ugriculiuristH of (he 
Diamond Harhour* subdivision of the tlisliict ot the 24-rttrganas on 
account of the partial fuiluie of the rice crop during the last year? 

(b) If so, will the H^m’hle Memlno W jdeawMl (o state what steps 
the Government pi'opose to take ftn helping the said people with 
gratuitous relief or advniu’e loans under the Agri(‘ul(ural lioans Actt* 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE | LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble Maharaja Keliauni:.!i Chandra Ray Bahadur 

of Nadia): (a) No. 

{b) There has lieen no demand for gratuitous rtdief ; fund.s for 
agiiculturistN* loans are at the disposal of the rommissioner and 
Collector. Government do not propo.se to take any special action 


Complaints during Caloutta riots. 

17. Hsdji Hi. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAK CHWNAVI: Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Police Department he pleased to 
state how many c<»mplaints have been receyed by the jKiIice or 
Magistrates of ill-treatment of Muhammadans and Hindus resperliveiy 
by the police during the periorl 2iid April to end of May last and what 
aetion has been taken depart mentally or in court (»n such complaints? 

Ttia Hofl’bla Mr. L. BIRLEY: My reply to this question will deal 
separately with complaints which have been brought before the courts 
aiid other wraplaints. Five cases have been brought before the 
courts, of which four are pending and one has been disposed of. 
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Of the four pending casfft, three are against aae Inspector. In 
one of them he has been summoned under sections 323, 114, 297, 
Indian Penal Code, and in the other two under sections 448, 323, 
114, Indian Penal Code. Th^ other pending case is against a Sub- 
Inspector who has been summoned under sections 448, 324, Indian 
Penal Code. In the case which has been disposed of, the widow of 
a telegraph peon made a complaint on the 24th May, charging Inspec- 
tor Khosla of murdering her husband on the 27th April. The Chief 
Presidency Magistrate, after examining the seven witnesses produced 
by the* complainant, dismissed the complaint under section 203 of 
the Criminal Procedure Code. He recorded this reasons for believing 
that the charge was false, and they will be found in the copy -of his 
order dated the 12th June, 1926, which is placed on the table. 

The remaining complaints against police officers have not been 
made in, court. They have been made in a variety of ways, some 

them to police officers, some in the press, and some direct to 
Government either verbally or in writing. All possible efforts have 
been made to reduce these charges to complaints specific incidents 
susceptible of investigation, but in most cases this has not been 
practicable. In many cases complaints have been made by one person 
on behalf of another and the complainant has not been traced. In 
other cases the writer of the complaint has not been traceable. It 
is not possible to enumerate all the complaints owing to the great 
variety in their degrees of definiteness. 

In one case only has the charge been substantiated and four con- 
stables were dismissed for being found in possession of property looted 
from shops. The particulars are given under date April 4th in the 
extracts from the Commissioner’s report on the first period of the riots 
which were published in the CalcutUi Gazette of the 10th June, 1926. 
Particulars of another complaint which was proved to be without 
foundation are given in the last paragraph but two of those extracts. 

A petition purporting to be signed by ' two Muhammadans and 
dated the 21st April accused a Hindu head constable of inciting a 
Hindu mob against the Muhammadans on the 2nd April and of order- 
ing Hindu ffoondas to loot fruit shops on the 3rd April. It was 
proved that the head constable was not present on the occasion referred 
to on the 2nd April dhd the petitioners could not be traced at the 
addresses given in the petition. 

A large number of second-hand complaints were received in connec- 
tion with arreata<.^which were made on the 27th April in the neighbour- 
hood of Mechua Baaar Street shortly after a serious riot in which a 
head constable was ihot. On that occasion mmre than 100 persona 
were aireated, of whom 36 UFore sent up for trial and the remainder 
were discharged on the afternoon of the day cm which they were 
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arrNled. Those of the people mentioned in these second-hand com- 
plaints %s havinjr been ill-treated who could be identified were amonif 
the persons so dischargred, but they did not make complaints them- 
selres. These incidents are related toasome of the cases pending* in 
court and Government have no further comments to make on them at 
present. 


Judgment referred to in the reply, to umtarred question iV#. 17, 
Cham^ki Bibi 
versus 

R. D. Elios LA. 

I have examinai) the seven witnesses produced in the case. PriK‘ess 
was applied for Dr, Heraraba Chandra Maitru and Mr. S. N. Roy, but 
Mr. Huq states they only tried to.serve that on Mr. S. N. Roy and 
he refused it on a technical ground. The learned pleader does not 
want to call these gentlemen, as he admits they were only told ul>out 
the oc<'urrence the same night or a day or two later. 

The witnesses do not tell a (‘redible story. According to them, 
everything was (juiet and i>eaceful till suddenly a murdennis s<)uad of 
policemen rushed in led by the accused, who at once made for Mamdu, 
dragged him out and slaughtered him in the courtyard, and then did a 
dance on his back. The women omit the dance. Prosecution witness 
No. 2 here says she saw* the assault and desc‘ril)ed it, in the enquiry 
by the police. She said she did not actually see the assault. Two 
of the chief witnesses, Alijan and Muhammad Jan, have just been 
committefl to the High Cyurt iSessions, in connet'tion with the riot that 
day. According to the evidence of the Iiisj)ector (accused in this cose), 
they were arrested on the syiot with a crowbar and axe respectiATly. 
It is interesting to note that the complaint in this fi^sent matter was 
filed on the day the Inspector ga^e his evidence against these men 
before the committing Magistrate, i.e., 24tb May. It is not hard to 
aeek a motive for the present charge, or why tHe witnesses are so sure 
of their one man. 

Even taking the story that the assault was done in the courtyard, 
it is pretty obvious that these people never saw what happened, if 
they were arrested as they say. AU in the husiees scuttled away to 
their own dens to escape arrest and certainly would not be there to 
R»ok on. Again, had the Inspeetor • murdered the man Ifamdn 
(iqfiparently, according to the witnesses, for no rhyme or reason) and 
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jumped on hig back, it ia not likely he would have left him pn this 
spot. Finally, when the doctor went to the place, the only thing that 
wag told him wag that ** Sepah^ lake mar diya.** As there had been a 
considerable riot just previously, which was dispersed by shot and 
force, it is not unlikely that the man had been struck in a fight with 
constables. One head constable was murdered and several assaulted 
then. 

The volice report shows the conditions of the day on which Mamdu’s 
death occurred : admittedly rioters were chased to some hustees and 
arrested. £uro[)ean offiters were there on tlTe spot, but no word of 
the murderous and unnecessary assault was taken to them. The 
accused took an active part in the proceedings that day, he arrested 
several persons in the locality, and claims that he has thereby created 
eimiity against himself in the locality. Then, taking advantage of the 
fact that this nnin Mamdu was the only one not killed by gun-shot 
wound that day, they have tried to implicate him. 

The deliberate attempt to implicate the In8i)ector is only too 
patent. In the circumstunce.s I not for a moment believe the 
story now given out: it bears omits face airthe stamp of falsehood. 
It is evidently mainly put in as a counteiblast to the case against 
Alijan and Muhammad Jan. 

I therefore dismiss the (omplaint under section 2(KJ, Criminal 
Procedure Pode. 


T. Ito.xnrKOH, 

(Inef PnM(h>HrK Mdi^isfrate, Calcutta. 


The 12th June, VJ2(i 


Excise Licenses. 

IS. Mf. K« 0« RAY CHAUDHURIS (a) Will the Hon^hle Member 
in charge of the DepaVtment of Agriculture and Industries (Excise) 
be pleased to state the numlier of licenses in force for selling ganja, 
opium, country liquor, foreign liquor, and chara» in Bengal? 

(b) How m^ny of the licensees are Muhammadans? 

MEMBER in cliii»s of DEPARTMENT ef ACRIOULTURi and 
INDUiTRIEB [EXCISE] /CUM HonHilo Hmim BMiMhv SiiyM 
flOMOb AB dmuBhiiHy Klion BolUNliir) j(a) and (b) A atatenaeAt abow? 
ing the informstion aaked for is laid on the table. 
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referred to m the reply to uustorred question No* ISf 
shotting the number of licenses issued under the Excise and Opium 
Acts in 1926-27 and the number ^eld by Muhammadans* 



Knmber of 
UcoiMM In 
m«-s7. 

Kumbnr tMM 
by 

Ganja 

... 1218 

106 

Opium 

... m 

70 

Country spiiit 

... m 

42* 

Tari 

... 588 

101 

Pachwai 

... 1201 

8 

Foreign liiiuor 

... 200 

4 

Charas 

;t4 

7 


Ciroular Canal. 

19. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: {a) Will tW lluu'hlr 
Menihor in charjre nf thc^ Depurliiierit (if Irrij^ution W pleuhcd to stale 
whether he is aware ot* the had coi^lition of the water of the ("iicvilar 
('anal and its effect on the htnilth of the places horderin^r the canals 
(h) Is it poHsihle to flush the canal at least oik i* in a fortnight 
frpm the (iati^res oi to make any other anan^ement foi disintectin^ 
tlK‘ water of tin* said canar:' 

{c) Are the (lovernment prepuivd to make arranj^emeiits for the 
I>eriodical examination of the water of the canal and to publish the 
result of such examination ^ 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon'Me Maharaja Kthaunith Chantfra Ray Bahailiir of H$Mll 

in) Yes. The condition of the canal water deteriorates in the dry 
season. , 

ih) No flushinj^ could lie done by feeding from the river llooghly 
so as to affect the <|uality of water materially, 

(c) No. 


Rural watar«€iip|iiy« 

99. Babu AMULYA OHONE AODYs (a) Will the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Department of Local HelLGoveniment be 
pleased to state the number of deaths from cholera daring the last 

three years in the rural areas of Bengal F * 

^ e 

(6) What steps hare the GoTemment taken this year for the ade* 
qnate supply of water for drinking purposes in the said areas f 
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MEMBER in oliargs of OEPARTMENT of LOCAL BELF^COV* 
ERNMfNT [MEDICAL] (tho Hofi’blo Mohonijt KshiUfMi Bfiondra 

Ray Bahaciur of Nadia): (a) In 1923, 38,661; in 1924, 45,138; in 1925, 
31,679. f 

(6) Government have allocated a lump grant of Re. 2,50,000 among 
the five Divisional Commisioners for distribution for the purpose, in 
accordance with principles enunciated in Government order No. 105 — 09 
T. P. H., dated the 11th May, 1925, a rx)py of which is laid on the 
library table. 


Kanungoos. 

St. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDYs (a) Will the Hon^ble 
Ha® her ki charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(t) the period of service after which a Government servant is 
entitled to get pension; and « 

(it) the number of Eanungoes serving in the Survey and Settle- 
ment Department for mor^ than ten years? 

(h) Will the Hon’hle Member be pleased to state why the said 
Eanungoes are not entitled to get any pension? 

Tha Hon’blt Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahailur 
af Nadia: (a) (i) Ten years for a permanent Government servant. 

(ii) One hundred and twenty-three Eanungoes, including 18 on 
deputation to other departments and Cooch Behar State. 

(h) The posts of the Settlement Eanungoes are temi>orary. 


Allagad iinportation of up-oountry goondas during Calcutta riots. 

22. Hadji Mr. K. ABU AHMED KHAN GHUZNAVI: (a) WiU 

the Hon’ble Mem^r in charge of the Police Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that more than 3,(KK) up-country Hindus of 
the durwan class were ftnported shortly before and during the recent 
riots from Benares, Mirsapur and other places in the V nited Provinces 
and Behar? 

(h) If the answer to (o) is in the affirmative, by whom, on what 
dates, and for whit purposes were they imported? 

(c) Did the police'' Veep themselves in touch with the movements 

of these men ? ^ 

(d) Are these men still in Calcutta? 



QUESTIONS. 


1 » 


1 #] 

rfim ItonHili Mr. L. BIfILEYi Go^igankmeiit have information that 
a considerable number of non-resident Hindus and Muhammadans came 
into Calcutta during the riots, and that some of them left when it 
became known that the Presidency Aoea Security Bill would be intro- 
duced. It is quite im{K>8sible to estimate the number, but Qovemment 
think it very improbable that as many as ^1,000 up-country Hindus of 
the durttan class were so imported. 


Otiolitu Poiioo Foroi. 

18. H«Mi Mr, A. K. ABU AHMiD KHAN CHUZNAVIl Will 
the Hon*ble Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased 
to state how many Hindus, Euro|>eans and Muhammadans there are 
in the police force of Calcutta of the ranks of — 

(0 constables; and 
(it) other grades? 

The HOfl’bl# Mr. L. BIRLEY: The member is referred to the state* 
ment placed on the table in reply to the question asked by Mr. H. 
Suhrawardy, which shows partii'Uiars of all ranks from Inspectors 
downwards. * 


Pension of iub-Registrart. 

24. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state — 

(?) since when the salary of the Sul>-Hegistrars and Special Sulv 
Registrars has been mai^e fixed instead of the old free 
system ; and 

(??) whether the length (»f service of Suli-Ilegistrars and SjwH'ial 
Sub-Registrars will lie counted from the date of their 
appointment ^>r the time from wliit b their salary had been 
made fixed, for the purpose of determining the amount of 
their [leiision? 

Thi Hon’Mo Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (?) Since 1st October, 1905, both Sub- Registrars and 
Special Sub-Registrars (now styled Sachir Stft>-Registrars) have been 
paid by fixed salaries. Pri(»r to that date the Special Sub-Registrars 
were remunerated partly by a fixed salary and partly by commission, 
Sub-Registrars were paid by commissiem only. 

(ft) Service for pension is counted in the case of Special Sub-Regis- 
trars from Uie date of their appointment as such, aBi in the case of 
Sub-Registrars from Isi Octo^r, 1905t the start of the fixed salary 
ay stem. 
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Saopndvy SoiiooUTaa d ur t * Provident Fundi 


28. BMm hem CHANDRA NASKER: (a) Will the Hon’hle 
member in charge of the Beparttient of Education be pleased to state 
whether he is aware of the great disappointment of the teachers of 
/iecondary schools for the delay in giving effect to the scheme of 
Oovenimeut’s contributing to the provident fund of the teachers? 

(h) Will the Hoii’ble Member be pleased to state when the above- 
mentioned scheme is likely to cotee into operation? 

MEMdER in ohorgo of DEPARTMENT EDUCATION <the 
Hon’bie Mr. 4. Donald): (a) No. 

(h) The matter is receiving attention but the member is referred 
to the re])ly to clause (a) of question No. 96 asked by him at the meet- 
ing gf the<k)uucil on the 16tb March, 1926. 

Proposed City Civil Court for Caloutt^^ 

26. Bdbu HEM CHANDRA ,NA8KER: Will the Hon’ble 

Member in charge of the .ludicic.l Department he pleased to state 
what steps the (lovernment ha\e taken for the estahlishment of a City 
Civil Coiirt in (^alciittu which was recommended bv the Bengal Legis- 
lative Ckmncil long ago? 

(6) If the (Jovernment have not taken any “^teps, will the Ilon’blf 
Memln'r be jdeased to state the reason? 

(c) Do the (i(jvernment propose to give eflfe< t to the recommenda- 
tion of the Legislative Omncil? 

MEMBER in ohargo of 4UDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. L. Birloy): ( /) No steps have lK*en taken to establish a City 
(’ivil (\)Uit in Calcutta. 

(ft) Opinion on the subject luring sharply divided, Government did 
not think it proper to take any such steps. 

(c) No.^ 


Allowtnoos of momhers of the Bengal Logislativo Counoil. 

27. Mr. TARIT BHUSAN ROY: Will the Hon’ble M:ember in 
charge of the legislative Department be pleased to state fully— 

(») wbat i.s the total amount drawn by each of the members of the 
liegislativl X)ouncil from the birth of the present Council 
up to now as allowance for travelling and residence; and 

(it) the names of each such member? 
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i;|lfMtER in olwrga of LECitLATiVE DEPARTMENT (Dm 
HlpPWt Mr. Lo Bvley): (i) and stateoieut ia laid on the 

ti^la Jor the perioc? from 1st January to 30th June, 1926, For the 
period from Ist January, 1924, to Slat December, 1925, the member 
is referred to the replies jfiveu to uti|i aired questions Nos, 12, 84 and 
108 at the meetings of the Bengal Legislative Council held on the 
I8th February, 14th August, 1925, and also of the 19th March, 1926, 
respectively. 



Statement referred to in the reply to Unstarred Question No, 27 1 
showing the amoSit of mileage and daily allowances drawn by 
each member of the present Bengal Legislative Council from 
1st January to 30th June^ 1026. 


Name of member. 

Ahamacf, Maulvi AHimiuidin 



Mileai{«» allow- 
anr'e drawn 
by eof'h 
member. 

R». A. r. 

767 4 0 

Doily allow- 
ance draim 
by (toh 
member. 

Rf>. A. r, 

430 0 0 

Abmed, Mawlvi Tajebuddin^ 



76 9 

0 

350 

0 

0 

AhMinullah, Moliah 



191 8 

0 

240 

0 

0 

All, Maulvi Sayye<l Sultan 



1H)3 4 

0 

230 

0 

0 

All, Mr. Altaf 



218 15 

u 

190 

0 

0 

Bairehi, Habii Rornes (’handra 



209 0 

0 

150 

0 

0 

Baksh, Maulvi Katier, b.l. 



381 12 

0 

110 

0 

0 

Banerjee, Babu Sat>a Kiabore 



279 2 

0 




Liamm, Hai Salub Faiu hmian, M.n.K. 



396 0 

0 

2(K) 

0 

0 

Biawa«. Mr. Alulul Latif 



110 4 

0 

140 

0 

0 

Chakravarti. Babu dofnndrn rhandra 



620 0 

0 

360 

(» 

0 

Cliakravorty, Babu Stidaraan 



227 12 

0 

180 

0 

0 

Cbattcrjee, Babu Uint-a Chandra . . 



26 4 

0 

220 

0 

0 

Ctuiudhuri, Maulvi Saiyed Atxiur Rob 



267 10 

0 

160 

0 

0 

Chovrdhur}', Maulvi Fasilal Karirn 



232 0 

0 

370 

0 

0 

Coreoran, Mr. B. J. . . 



374 2 

0 

80 

0 

0 

Daa, Dr. Mohini Mohan ^ 



404 5 

0 

130 

0 

0 

Datta, Babu Akhil Chandra 



678 15 

0 

380 

0 

0 

Dey, Babu Boroda Proaa<i 



79 14 

0 




Doaa, Rai Bahadur Pyari l.aJ, m.b.e. 



60^ 0 

0 

230 

u 

0 

Faroqui, Khan Bahadur K. G. M. 



0 

230 

0 

0 

Oidur, Maulvi Abdul, b.l. 



146 4 

0 

140 

0 

0 

Ghuxnavi, Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmed Khan 

'a 

272 12 

0 

280 

0 

0 

Haq. Khan Bahadur Kaei Zaliirul 



407 5 

0 

250 

0 

0 

Hoque, Maulvi Sayeddul 



533 8 

0 

160 

0 

0 

Hoaaain, Nawab Muaharruf, Khan Bahadur 



282 6 

0 

440 

0 

0 

Huq, Maulvi Kknunul 



127 11 

0 

240 

0 

0 

Joardar, Maulvi Altab Hoaaain 



98 0 

0 

150 

0 

0 

Khan, Babu Debeodra Lai 



135 0 

0 

280 

0 

0 

Khan, Maulvi Amanat, b.a. 



658 7 

0 

250 

0 

0 

Khan, Maulvi Mahi TJddtn 



* 365 13 

0 

160 

0 

0 

Lai Mahatmriad, Haji 



350 18 

0 

250 

0 

0 
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Mshsmmid, Msulvi Basar ^ 


MOesge allow* 
anoedzsFn 
by each 
membw. 

Rs. A, P. 

660 0 0 

[12th JrLY 

Ds^sBow, 
anoedraam 
by each 
raamber. 

Rs. A. P. 

430 0 0 

Haiti, Babu Mshendra Nath 


, , 

65 4 

0 

160 0 0 

Mitra, Babu Jogendra Nath 



154 7 

0 

250 0 0 

Nandy, Maharaj -Kumar Sria Chandra 



131 4 

0 

160 0 0 

Nec^, Babu Mamnobon 



151 14 

0 

100 0 0 

Pahlowan, Mauivi Md. Abdul Jubbar 



146 6 

0 

360 0 0 

Quader, MCulvi Abdul 



126 6 

0 

170 0 0 

Raikat, Mr, Praaanna Deb 



438 6 

0 

460 0 0 

Ray, Babu Abaniah Chandra 



* 157 14 

0 

150 0 0 

Ray, Babu Anilbaran 

* 


87 14 

0 

10 0 0 

Ray, Babu Nagendra Narayan 



366 0 

0 

250 0 0 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 



116 14 

0 


Roy, Babu Satoowripati 



136 2 

0 

160 0 0 

Roy, Raja l^pniloU Singh, o.i.s., of Chakdighi 


68 12 

0 

162 0 0 

Rd) Choudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyendra Nath 


375 0 

0 

280 0 0 

Salam, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Abdus 



58 3 

0 

350 0 0 

Sarkar, Babu Hemsnta Kumar . . 



128 10 

0 

160 0 0 

Sarkar, Maulvi Allah Buksh 



530 if 

0 

280 0 0 

Sasmal, Mr. B. N. . . 



37 6 

0 

so 0 0 

Tarafdar, Maulvi Rajib Uddin 

.4 


, 632 0 

0 

430 0 0 

Travere, Mr. W, L., o.i,*., o.b.e. 



* 315 8 

0 

180 0 0 

Yaein, Maulvi Muhammad 



23 6 

0 

60 0 0 


Cattle Mortality and Veterinary Diipeneariee. 

2at Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDYs (a) Has the attention of 
the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries lx*en drawn to the rate of moitulitv of cattle in this province? 

(If) ill ♦he Hon’ble Member l)e pleased to s^ate the total number 
of Veterinary Charitable Dispensuries in Bengal? 

MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE Mid 
INDUBTRIEB (the Hon’Me Namrab Bahadur ftaiyid Nmvab Ali Chau- 
dhuri, Khan Bahadur): (a) Yes. 

(h) The total i^'.aiber of Veterinary Dispensaries in Bengal is 43. 
These dispensaries are not altogether charitable institutions, as fees 
are levied according to^ a prescriljed scale, except where hona fide 
cultivators and others, whose income is below Rs. 50 a mcmth, are 
concerned. 


Arraita ihiring Calcutta riots, 

Hadji Mr, A. .K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVIs Wfll 
the Hon^ble Member in chargri of the Police Department be pleased 
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to how many Hindus and Muhammadans, respectively, have been 
arri^ in connection with the recent |iots in the Presidency area 
betweei^ April 2nd and the end of May last and charged with— 

(t) murder; 

(u) culpable homicide; 

(ill) grievous hurt; 

(iv) rioting; 

(r) offences under the Police Act ; and 

{vi) disobediefice of onlers under section 144 of the Criminal Proce- 
dure Code? 

The Hon’ble Mr. L. BIRLEYS A statement is laid on the table. 


SkUemeni of Hindus and Muhammadans arresied and charged f» offtysg 
specified below between 2nd April lo (he end of May, 1926, referred to in the 

reply to Unslarred Question No. 29. 

m 


• 

Arrested. 

• 

Charged. 


Hindus. 

Muham* 

madans. 

Hindus. 

Muham* 

madans. 

Murder 

SI 

SO 

16 

SO 

Culpsble homicide 





OrievouA hurt 

IH 

14 

IS 

14 

Rioting 

142 

493 

42 

436 

Offenoew under the Police Act 

162 

lOS 

160 

106 

Diftobedieiice of orders under 
section 144. Criminal Pro* 
cedure Code. * 

29 

30 

29 

30 


Legislativf ititiiieft. 

j 

Coummamd. Bills. 

Thi Hswrah BHiIgs Bill, 1MB. 

MEMBER in siMMrgf of PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT (flip 

HSfitRt Mr« DomM): 1 move that the Howrah.Bfidge Bill, 1926, a« 
reported by the Select Committtee, be tak^ into oonaideration. 










Sir, this Bill was introduced in this Council so long ago as AwomA 
1924, and it is, I think, therefore peiliaps desiraMe that I Tronic 
I'efresh the memOr}' of the Members of this Council as regards the 
pro)K)sal8 now before us. • 

• 

We are dealing with the q%estion of replacing a bridge which has 
been in existence for over 50 years. The present Howrah Bridge wac 
built in 1874 and opened to trafiic in 1875. It carried on very well 
iill 1909 when the question of a new bridge came up for consideration. 
From the year 1909 till the present day the question has been a real 
hardy annual. It is to the credit of the Port Commissioners, who are 
tihe Commissioners of the present bridge, that they have managed to 
keep this bridge up to the present time a.H a good connection between 
Calcutta and Howrah. The proposals which really &nd a place in 
the Bill now before us are based on the recommendations of two 
Committees. A Committee was appointed in 1921 under the presidency 
jpi^ Sir dlajendranath Mookherji. That Committee sat to detennine 
the tyjK? of bridge. Later u Finance Committee was appointed to 
determine whether Bengal was able to afford a bridge of the type 
recommended. It will be in the recollection of tke members of this 
House that the Committee — an Engineers Committee — piefei-red the 
^^antilever tyj^e of bridge. They .said that a flquting bridge would be hut 
second l)est and only but of u tem|X)rury measure. They recom- 
mended the cantilever type. They reje(‘ted the pier type of bridge. 
There has Iwen some di.scussion on the ipicstion of the pier bridge 
however, lately, and a suggestion has l)een made that we might make 
experiments with piers in the river to determine whether these are 
possible. The obiection to the i»ier bridge is that it may be fiaught 
with great danger to the river. The Port Commi.s.si()ners have strongly 
.*)bjected, and there is also engineering opinion against a pier bridge 

in the river. Some still say that we might make ex|)eriments 

Engineers have said so—to see whether there is any risk. 1 may explain 
why we do not intend making such an exiieriment. In the first place, 
an experiment to determine the effect of piers in the river would require 
at least 7 or 8 years. The present Howrah Bridge will, however, he 
*out of use long before that time. We cannot wait for 8 years. The 
question involve^ is not one of the jmssible danger to a pier bridge 
itself, nor is it even that of the jetties. The currents, the tides, the 
whole flow of the river widen the field of danger and the river may 
he affected miles away from the bridge. As it is not round these piers 
that the river will be affected, the danger is that the docks as well may 
he affected and even further up the river, owing to the interference of 
the piers and the effect they may have on the currents of the river. 
Now, if by^lheee piers any damage waa caused or threatened to be 
caused, we woulj^< have to take these piers out at once. Well, these 
piers would be rou|rbly 160 ft. in width, and there would have to be 
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fHr tluree piers, aH caufting obttruefiioa in the riyer. It wUl he 
iee&e<h that it would be no easy task to remoTe these piera qidcUy 
on signs of danger and prevent the damage. Moreover, it is quite likely 
that the damage may have already bee# done when the signs of danger 
hrxt appear. The risk, therefore, is enormous, and we ha%"e, there* 
fore, come to the conclusion that we Hhould not attempt an enperiment 
with piers. The risk is far too great, even apart from the fact that 
there is no time to make an aaperiment before the present bridge has 
to be replaced. • 

The Bill, us put l)efure the House originally, was based on the recom* 
mendation of Sir llajentBanuth Mookherji*s Committee for a cantilever 
bridge. It wus supporteii by the Finance (Committee as to the ability of 
Calcutta to finance a bridge of that tyi>e. The Select Committee, as will 
be seen from their report, came to the conclusion that it was far too 
expensive for (^alcuttu to have a cantilever bridge, and thejj decided 
upon having a bridge* of the cheapest type jKissible, and, therefore, 
we are back again on what Sir Hnjendranath Mookherji's Committee 
considered the seeond U^t. namely, u fioating bridge. But if we are 
to have a floating bridge, it must In* .something better than the present 
fioating bridge. At ari>^ rate, we must iirniuge for an advance on that 
briilge, and the pro|s>suls now befof^ the House provide for a bridge 
slightly over twice the width of the present bridge. 

In order to borrow money for a bridge of this sort, we have to 
provide for loan charges of Rs. 12 lakhs per annum. Over and abovt 
that charge, there is the charge for maintenance which is estimated at 
about Rs. 3 lakhs a year. In other words, we have to provide for an 
annual expenditure of Rs. 15 lakhs in order to construct an adequate 
bridge over the Hooghly, even of the fioating type. 

As soon as this Bill is passed, the next step will be to call for 
tenders and subse<|uently to proceed with the actual construction of 
the bridge. Some refwirs have lieen effected to the present bridge 
which will enable it to carry on till about the time the new bridge can 
be constructed. Therefore, it is imperative that we should get through 
this Bill either to-day or to-morrow and get to work as soon as possible. 
We are not at all rushing this Bill — it has had leisurely progress. 
It was introduced two years ago, put before the &lect Committee 
a year ago, the 8ele<q Committee sat on it for six months, the report 
was published on the 1st April last and now if is before the Council, 
and I would ask that it be taken into consideration now. 

The following amendment was not moved:-— 

Mr. P. N. GUMA to move, by way of amendment, that the Bill 
as reported by the Select Committee be recommitted to the Select Com- 
mittee, without limitation, with instructions to eubmit a fresh r^Kurt 
lor conaideratfon in the August sesiioii eof the Bengal Legislative 
Council— 4|ucru» to be five. 
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The motion that the Bill he taken into consideration was then put 
and agreed to. 


cGmim 1A. 

Mfi PRESIDENTS The question is that clause lA stand part of 
the Bill. 

The Mr. 4 . DONALD; I beg to move that to 8ub-<*laus€ {2} 

of clause lA, the following be addted, namely : — 

“ and for such purposes may be disposed *of by the Commissioners 
in such manner as they think fit/' and 

that clause lA as so amended be inserted as clause 3A. 

This ;is really a drafting amendment, in order to make sure that 
*the Commissioners have adequate powers to deal with the old* bridge 
when the new bridge is constructed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mfi PRESIDENT; The question is that clause lA, as amended, 
Ktand part of the Bill. • * 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clatiit 2. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Bihtt AMULYA DHONE ADDY to move that in clause 2 {3) after 
the word* Garette ” the words “ and in local newspapers " be 
inserted. 

Mfi PRESIDENT; The question is that clause 2 stand part of the 
Bill, 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


OlMISg. 8. 


Mr# PRESIDENTs^The question is that clause 3 stand part of the 
Bill. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERdEAs I move that for clause 3 (3) 
the following^be substituted, namely: — 

" (3) There sbadl be sixteen Commissioners, namely: — 

(t) the Chairman of the Commissioners for the new Howrah Bridge, 
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(it) Uie Chief Execvtm Officer, Celcntto Corpmtioii, ee^JIcie, 
(rfi) the Cheirman, Calcctta Improvement Trust, e^jfleio, 

(tv) the Chairman of the Commissioners for the Port of Calcutta, 
es^jficio, 

(r) the Agent, Ea«t Indian llailway, rx-oj^rio, 

(ri) two Commissioners elected by the Calcutta Corporation, 

(rti) two Commissioners elected by the Commissioners for the Port * 
of Calcutta, ^ • 

(nVi) two Commissioners ele<‘ted by the Bengal Chamber of 
Commerce, * 

(ix) two Comraissioners elected by the Bengal National Chamber 

of Commerce, 

(x) one Commissioner elected by the Howrah, Tollygunge and 

South Suburban Municipalities, and * • 

(xi) two Commissioners nominated by the Government.’ ' 


Sir, the reasons which have prompted me to move this amendment 
are the following: In the first idace, the Port Commissioners of 
Calcutta are not a representative m^y. It is an accepted principle of 
taxation that those who pay the tax are eulitled to have a voice as to 
the way the tax is sj)ent. But, Sir, in this case it is pro))osed by the 
Hon’blc Mr. Donald that the ('ulcutta Corporation and the South 
Suburban and other municipalities, which will have to pay tlie tax 
as well as the general public of Bengal, lie deprived of having any 
voire in the management of the new bridge. This, I think, is a fatal 
defect in the Bill. Besides this, there are several other points which 
I may urge in favour of my amendment. The Port Commissioners are 
a body who are not responsive to public opinion. A great deal has 
been said about the wasteful expenditure in which they often indulge. 
Another complaint is that Indian talent is to a large extent excluded 
by this body. Now, Si«, a large sum of money is going to be spent 
on the construction and maintenance of this bridge. It is right and 
proper, therefore, that Indian talent should be fully utilised for this 
purpose. And not only Indian talent but IndifSFSndustry oui^t to 
have a scope. Well, it is feared' in many quarters that if the composi- 
tion of this Board is not changed, the interests of the people will not 
be sufiSciently safeguarded. I know that Mr. Donald has already given 
notice of a Bill in which he propose to remodel the constitution of 
the Pmrt Commissioners to some extent. But this Bill does not go 
far enough. He proposes that three more members should he elected 
by the Bengal National ^Chamber of Commerce. Well, so far as this 
Bill goes, it has my hearty support; hut it does not go far enough. 
Tite Bengal National Chamber of Commerce does not represeni the 
people of Bengal; nor does it represent the residlenta of Uie suburban 
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miinicipalitieB. For these reasons, I think that a new body oii^t to 
be created which will have the charge of the constmction aad*mainie» 
nance of the proposed Howrah Bridge. 

• 

Babu SURENDRA NATH RAY: I beg to support this amendment. 
Of course, Goveinment may say that the Port Bill is now on the anvil 
of the Legislative Council. That is true, but if this clause is not 
at all taken into consideration now but taken into consideration after 
the PorJ; Bill has been passed, then I think this amendment need not 
be taken at all into consideration. But I dto think it can be done, 
and as such 1 think that this amendment ou^ht to be taken into con> 
sideration now. 

Mr. PREBIDENT: It is b4>in|f considered now. 

.Bibtf SURENDRA NATH RAY: Thereiore I support the amend- 
ment of Dr. Bunerjea. 

Baku AMUUYA OHONE ADDY: I um sorry ^hat 1 canmit but 
oppose this amendment. 1 entirely agree with the movei of the 

amendment, that those who are fifreed to pay towards the cost of’ the 

construction of the bridge shoufd he allowed to have some viuce in 
its administration. 1 am also of opinion that if the rate-payers of 
Howrah, the Stmth Suburban Municipality and specially i>f Calcutta 
are forced to make a substantial contribution towards the coat of the 
construction of the bridge they should have representatives on this 
body. But 1 beg to submit that the (|uestion is as to whether we 
should have another Imdy to be in charge of the construction of the 
new bridge or whether the laxly which ha>s been in charge of the 

Howrah bridge since 1874 shall 1 ‘emain in charge of it also, if that 

body have worked satisfactorily, certainly we should continue to 
entrust this work to them. With reference to this point I beg to 
drayr„ your special attention to the opinion of a gentleman who has 
been a Port Commissioner for not less than 2(5 years, and whose opinion 
ii generally regarded as veiy* sound. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Was it circulated? 

BMm AMULYA RHONE ADDY; Yes. Sir. this was circulated. 
I mean Raja Reshee Case l 4 iw: “ If the proposed bridge be hot of 
the cantilever type, then it will have to be opened and closed almost 
every day for the passage of shipping, but the Port Commissioners 
who have been in charge of the existing bridge have a clear idea and 
experience of the lime for opening and closing the bridge, which the 
proposed OonimisstoPters, namely, the Board of Trustees for the 
Improveinent of Calcutta, cannot possibly have, espeeialiy as tbe Fort 
Ooniiniasiotiers know wbat would be the proper time for tbe passage 



mvmtmmr muB. m 

to go througk iko m Huit tki^ mm k 

a fjipitloii to make tkeir own arrangemei^ aceoa^^gly, and tk^ kav# 
tl^ own staff, wko kave acquired conaiderakle experience on suok 
matlera. To place, tkerefore, tke control of tke bri^e in tke kanda 
of ^ Improrement ituat would giTieriae to considerable difBcultiea 
and inoonTeniencee, especially as they kaTe no suck expert staff as tke 
Port Commissioners have.*’ 

Thus, it will appear that it is not advisable to entrust this work to 
a body which has not experience in the matter, and the cost of estab- 
lishing a different body will be very heavy. We have sad ei^rience 
in the case of the Calcutta Improvement Trust. They have got a 
big staff to maintain aa*in the case of Bombay, where the Improve- 
ment Trust with a view to reduce expenditure has already been 
amalgamated with the Corporation. Therefore, it is not advisable to 
create another Kaly, but at the same time I admit that the constitu- 
tion of the Calcutta Port Trust is not a satisfactory one. present, 
we have too many members representing European trade and 
merce. It is most desirable that Indian tiude and commerce should 
be well represented in the Port Trust. It is also desirable that the 
Corporation of Cabutta, or rather the rate-piiycrs <»f Calcutta, should 
be more represented in Jhat Trusty As the Hon’ble Mr. Donald who 
is in charge of the Bill for the uui<9ndment^ of the Calcutta l\)rt Act 
has already given a notice cm this subject, I think the proper time 
would 1)6 to discuss this when that Bill comes up. In the circum- 
stances, I think it wcmld be inadvisable to entrust that body with this 
work. 

Babu BEdOY KRISHNA BOSEs 1 think the amendment movc^d by 
my friend, Dr. Pramathannth Baiierjea, does not go far enough, but 
as it is I support that amendment. In the original Bill the Board of 
Trustees for the Improvement of Calcutta were proposed to be the 
Bridge Commissioners. The Select Committee has changed tbo( and 
the change is for the worse. The present proposal is to make the 
Port Commissioners the •Bridge (Commissioners. The constitution of 
the Board of Tnistees for the Port of Calcutta at present is this: It 
consists of 16 trustees, of which 6 are appointed by Government, 6 
are elei^ted by the Bengal Chamber of (Jonimer^^4 by the Trades 
Association, 1 by tbe Trustees themselves and only 2 representing the 
Indian interests. I know that Government intgnd to amend tke Port 
Act.* By tkat amendment tkere would be a b^y of 19 members, of 
whom we End only 3 would be appointed by the Bengal National 
Ckamber of Commerce. Even then, it is an uni^resentative body. 
Under tbeee circumstances Dr. Banerjea*s amendment asks that at 
leant 6 members of tkat body should represent popular interests. 
Under these drcumstanoee, as it is, it is some ijpipnyvmneat upon tke 
proposal of 6be Select Committee, and l^ikerefoiw support It. 
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Mn TARIT BHUMN ROYl I am sorry that 1 canaot support tha 
amendinsnt ol my friend, Dr. ^nerjoa. I hud that the mo^er has «ui- 
fortunately forgotten to consider the claims of the Bengal Ifahajaa 
Sabha in a matter of this kind altogether. As the Port Trust Bill is 
going to be amended shortly %nd the Board reconstituted, 1 do not 
think it is desirable that this amendment should be considered now, 
but should be considered in connection with that Bill. I do not think 
that a separate body should be constituted in connection with the con* 
struction of the Howrah Bridge. I, therefore, oppose the amendment. 

BalNf BORODA PR08AD DEY: Looking to the fact that the 
Port Act is going to be amended giving some more representation to 
Indian trade and commerce, I mean the Bengal National Chamber of 
Commerce, I think. Sir, that in this matter of the bridge there are • 
other parties interested — I mean interested in this sense that they have 
got to pay their share of the expenditure to be involved in the con- 
^ii^tion*and maintenance. They are not represented nor proposed to 
be represented in the Port Trust. So a body suggested by the mover 
would naturally he necessary to give representatioii to nil parties who 
are interested in the mainteiianee of the bridge, as they have to h<‘ar 
their share of the expenditure. I do not think that this enlarge!^ 
Port Trust is sufficient for purpos^ss (d their, representation. There- 
fore, I think the amendnient ought to be accept e<l by this H(.use. 

BliNf OEBl PR08AD KHAITAN: I am rather surpiised that so 
much controversy has been raised on this (luestion. The whole ([ues- 
tion is as to which authority should be entrusted with the construc- 
tion and management of the Howrah bridge. It is stated by every- 
body that the bridge should be constructed ns cheaply as possible. 
Cheapness includes also the body which is to manage the construction 
of the bridge. If it be a new body, it will have to employ special staff 
tor designing the bridge, for taking tenders, for seeing through the 
construction of the bridge — in fact, doing every thing in connection 
with the bridge. If a new bmly be appointed, they will require a new 
staff, whereas if the work be entrusted to the existing Port Commis* 
uioners, it will be found that they have got a staff already for the 
purpose; they know where Boating boats are to be put up, where the 
river may not be silted up, and where the current should not be 
stopped. If the work he entrusted to a new body, they will have to 
•ngage a special stnff^ for the purpose, and discussion will ensue 
between the new body and the Port Commissioners as reganis the 
places where the floating boats are to be kept, as to how the current 
bM got to be checked, and as to how the river is to be prevented from 
aUting, whereat if the construction is entrusted to the Port Commis* 
aioners, they will witji their present staff be able to detorminer all tb»t 
without delay and wl|hottt going into any additional expendtitire, Aa 
tbe question of expenditure io much in the minds o# the memlim of 







I tUnk on tlwi ground also i| k dit^Ua li» tn^nuH^ tiia 
to tile Port CommiMionert. Ab regards tke constitiitum oi Iks 
Qpmiiiiisioiiers, 1 am quite at ou^ in tkinking that the present 
opnHitution of the Port Trust is not what ih ought to he. It is quite 
true that the Hon^bie Hr. Donald ^ill either to^ay or to»inorrow 
introduce a Bill for amending the constitution of the Calcutta Port 
Trust; even then the constitution of the Port Trust, as proposed by 
Government, will not be what it ought to be. But from that point 
of view it is desirable that this House should concentrate its atten* 
tion upon the proper constitution td the Calcutta Port Trust, instead 
of forming a new hod> to manage the constnu'tion and the Inainten* 
auee of the Howrah hijdge. If that is done. tw‘o purposes will be 
served — firstly, for nil purposes of the Calcutta Port Trust in which 
the Indian mercantile coinmunity is so vastly interested we shall get 
a better amendment of that constitution, whereas if we concentrate 
our attention on constituting a new l»ody for the purpose of the 
Howrah bridge, we run the risk that the constitution of thi^ Calqpt^ 
Port Trust will not he properly amended, because the Government 
will then look to the imports and exports. In this view of the matter 
I think that the Government proposal ought to lie accepted and the 
amendment moved by Dr. Banerjen rejected. 

t * 

Mr, A, C. BANIRdCE: I have* great pleasure in supporting the 
amendment of my friend. Dr. Banerjen. The arguments which have 
been advanced against my friend’s amendment appear to me to he 
trumpery. The last .speaker, iiiy friend, Mr. Kbaitan, has told us 
that the Port Trust has got u staff which will be able to carry on the 
work, and that it will not he necessary for them to have a new" staff — 
that means a saving of money. Well, I do not know that the Port 
Trust has a staff which has got such ample leisure that they will he 
able to devote their time to such extra work. If the Port Trust has 
kept a staff which has got such ample leisure, then to my mind the 
Port Trust is an inefi^oient body, and it has been wasting money, and 

should not therefore he entrusted with the w'ork. 

• 

Then, the next point is that if the amendment is carried, perhaps 
the Port Trust Amendment Act may not be brought forward by the 
Government. ^ 

iabil DEBI PROBAD KHAITANi I ne^er said that. I only 
eaid: ** it may not be brought forward in a satisfactory way/’ 

Mr. A« 0. BAiiiRdEBt I stand corrected, Sir. The proposed 
amendment of the Port Trust Act may not prove to be satisfactory to 
the Indtan mercantile community. But is .that any argument, Sir^ 
ler wotiag against the amendment of my friend f Because the Gov* 
aramenl my^at some future date ae ai^nd the Port Trust Apt as to 
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mUkB ft aatiffiUTtory to tbo Indian moreantile oaniiannity^ an amende 
mant irMeli in itaalf is satiaiactory ahould not be anpi^orted. Wby 
1 say that tbe amendment of Dr. Banerjea is aatislactory and ongbt 
to be accepted is this : €rst of all, eTen if the Port l^st Act be 
amended on the lines suggestfd by GoTemment, there will remain 
two important bodies which will not have representatives on it — i.e,, 
the tax-payers of Howrah and the tax-payers of the suburban munici* 
polities. Is it fair that there should be taxation without representa- 
tion P The principle which should underlie legislation of this sort is 
that we should have popular representatives on the proposed Board. 
As regards the Port Trust, it is a notorious fact that it does its work 
with closed doors, and what happens inside fits chamber the outside 
public does not knc.w. Its proceedings are not even permitted to be 
published; it carries on its work in a masonic spirit as it were, and 
public opinion has no control whatever over the proceedings of such 
a body. Do you think that a body like this ought to be. entrusted 
4|[itk work which will involve the expenditure of a very large sum of 
tax-payers* money P I think the constitution of the body suggested 
by my friend, Dr. Banerjea, ought to be accepted b^y the Council. 

Th# HOfl’Ma Mr. «l. DONALD: There has been a great deal of • 
reference in this motion to the cdhstitiition k)f the Port Trust, but 
there are many other (-oifsiderations involved in this amendment. 
Dr. Banerjea has said that the people who are going to pay for this 
bridge should have representation on this new body and should have 
their say in regard to the new bridge. There may l)e something in 
this, but. this Council has already dealt with all that there is to do in 
this connection. The proposals in the Bill, as amended by the Select 
Committee, have practically decided the tvpe of bridge — a floating 
bridge, and the rest of the work — the design and construction — will, 
therefore, be practically a matter for experts. There wiU, therefore, 
be little left for anybody to do in connection with the construction of 
the bridge: And after it is constructed, what is the new body going 
to doP There will he little left for it beyond meeting three or four 
times in the year to pass the acctrunts and the budget, and there will 
be nothing else fot it. The executive work must be done by executive 
officers. 

As Mr. Khaitan has pointed out, this new body of Commissioners 
will require a new offiep and a new establishment, and they will have 
to provide all the necessary plant for keeping up the bridge. In either 
establishment there will have to be supervising officers, and these would 
be of the type referred to by Mr. Banerjee-^leisurely officers dratriug 
high pay and doing nothing. Then there would have to be tt lot cl 
separate plant, lying idle most of tha tiiae. Now 1dre;Pori Commis* 
skmera have got all necessary fdant which they oa^ iflw on 
wwk as well as their own, ^ ehemper and more useful aitangiMnii 
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s^pmte Mteblisliment and aeparate ftind*. Hmh, again, o«ctog«i># 
stfultteps go up the river above the bridge, end the brtii^'lMui to Ibt 
opeOed for them. Thie would require a lot^of eorreupOOdeuee and a 
lot of conauliation with the Port Cemmisiiiouere a« to when the bridge 
ie to be opened, and there ie sure to he trouble and delay. It may 
be that when the Port Commissiouem want the bridge open for ateamera 
to go up the river, the new CommiesionerH may not wi»b to open thO 
bridge. There k sure to be friction. After all, the pi'eaent Port 
OommisaionerB have been looking after thiB bridge lor the last 60 
years, and they can keep it going with their present establishment very 
cheaply. • 

With this new body there would be considerable expense, and 
additional revenue would be ne<*essary. On the ground of expense alone 
this amendment is objectionable. There is no uei'essity for a Board 
othei than the present Port Commissioners to look after tlj^ bridge. 
Theiefore, I oppose the amendment. * 

The ^motion of Dr. Pianiatlnuiuth Banerjea was then put and a 
division taken wflb the following result: — 


Auea. 


Akamai, Maalvi Atimaiiia. 

AaMMi, MaiMvl ZafUMST. 

•agstii, taka namtt Ckanira. 
•ansrjoa, Dr. Framatkanath. 

■afMfjM, kaku tatya Kitkart. 
BaaariM, Mr. A. C. 

■iflwas, Mr. Abdvl Latif. 

•asa, laka Da|ay Krttkna. 
Ckakravarti, Mr. Byamkat. 
Ckakravarty, Baku ttMtartan. 
Ckaaikuri, Mavivi taiyad Akiur Rak. 
Okimiar, Mr. Nirmal Okaaira. 

Oat, Or. Makini Makaa. 

May, Baka Bar a i a Fraaai. 

•afar, Maalvt Akial. 

•aagaly. BaBa Kkaiaaira Natk. 
HaMar, Mr. t. N. 

Maa, Bkak tyai Bamaial. a 
Makaa, Maalvi Ba ytia l . 

Hastaia, Maalti Wakai. 

Saariar, Mamvl Aftak Hawaia. 

Kkaa, Baka Dtkaa i r a Lai. 


Kkaa. Mkalvl AMur BaaakM. 

Kkaa, Maalvi Aaiaaal. 

Kkaa, Maalvi Maki UMik. 

Makammai, Maalvi Baiar. 

Maity, Baka Makaaira Matk. 

Mitra, Baka Jagaaira Natk. 

Mukarjaa, Baku Tarakaaik. 

Naakar, Baka Nam Okaaira. 

Ray, Baka Akaaitk Okaaira. 

Ray, Baka Baraaira Natk. 

Ray, Baka •attawripaii. 

Ray, Mr. 0. N. 

Ray, Mr. Klran taakar. 

Ray Okaaikari, Ral Bakaiar Ba t yaairB 
Natk. 

Barkar, Baka Maaiaata Kaaiar. 

•ariuw', Baka Naliairaajaa. 

Saamal, Mr. B. N. 

•an, Mr. M. 0. 

•aa •MRia, Mr. 4, M. 

•akraaariy, Or. A. 

Tarafiar, Maatf^RaJik Viila. 


r. 0. 0 . 

Hr. T. 0. 


Nota 
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ntjuys. 


liara 


Hm MHMMr KM) IMirvI, 

(tfNiri, mitr Otmnl MMari. 

NttfMM, 

tUW, Hr. & 1^. t 

fttplim Mr. W. 1. 

.'NMM)«t WmMi itmlmmit, Kkifli Saluuliir. 
NiNh MMilti IhraiiiHl. 

Mr. J, N. * 

Kteiiaiii talMi OtM arMti. 

Uil MalwiniiiMl, Mali. 
tlfiMayt Mr. J. M. 

’Matllif Mr. SyM M. 

MaAlyin, Mr. M. 0. 


KMiyt Maliarmj Kwar irii ^KMira. 
WMi M i K O a, KDaJt. 

Mr. b. «. 

PMtim Mr. J, V, 

QiiiMr, MMilvl Abiiit. * 

Ray, RalNi liaRMMira Narayan. 

Ray, aw Maa'Mt Malwrala BaDia'^r 
KMaaiiltli CHaaMra, af NaMa. 

Ray O h a aO ar), Mr. X. 0* 

Ray, Mr. t. N. 

Ray, Mr. Tarit Rliaaaa. 

Ray, Raja MaaHaH tliitli, af OliakaifM. 
•impaam Mr. J. W. A. 

•taplatan, Mr. H. E. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Wilaan, Mr. R. 1. 


MtXanala, Mr. 0. P. 
Maaarly, Mr. A. N. 
Marana, Of. H. W. I. 
Utitiarjl, Mr. I. 0. 


The Ayes being 43 and the Noes 51, the motion was lost. 


The following motion, standing in the name of Dr. Pramathanath 
Banerjea, was not put, as it was covered by the foregoing decision of 
the Council : — 

a» • * 

That for clause 3 (4) the following be substituted, namely: — 


“ (4) The Chairman of the Commissioners for 4he new Howrah 
Bridge shall be appointed by the Government. 


The Commissioners mentioned iif sub-section (.5) shall be elected or 
nominated in accordance Rrith rufes to be framed by the Local Oov- 
-ernment in that l)ehalf.” 


Mf* PREtIDfNTS The question is that clause 3 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


ClauM 4. 

Wfi PREIIOENT: The question is that clause 4 stand part of the 
BiU. 

Tin Hoil’Mt Mr. J. DONALD: This is reaily an improved drafting 
-of the clause to express the intention more clearly. For clause 4 
.as it is, I move th^ the following be substiuted, namely:— 


I^owpr to con$truct a new bridge and to take order with existing bridge, 
“ 4. The Commissioners may — 

(a) cause a new bridge to be constructed across the river Hooghly 
betwfen Calcutta and Howrah of such design and of swdi 
materials ^ such quality and at such place and witb «udh 
approaehel as the Cottmissionefs, subjacd to tliw ai^val 

of Hie Loo^ ^vemmant, consider suitable; ^ 

# ' ' 



]i0iwitlist4uidiiig aiiythitig contamed in tike Heihrih 
Act, 1871, take suck order with the existing bridge 
* Commissioners, subject to the approval o! the Local CK>v* 
ernment, consider essential in connection with the con*^ 
struct ion of the new bridge^ and 

({?) cause the new bridge and its approaches to be maintained and 
controlled.” 

The amendment was put and agreed to. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The following;^ motion was not put as it was <*overed li>' the fore- 
going decision of the CSuncil: — 

Baku AMULYA DHONE ADDY to move that in clause 4. line 8, 
after the words “ Local Government ” the words after cunsiderution 
of the views of the Municipal Commissioners of Howrah and the 
Corporation of Calcutta ” be inserted. • • ^ 

The following amendment standing in the name of Babu Amulya 
Dhone Addy was gulled but not moved: — 

That to clause 4 the following be added, namely: — 

“Provided that the design of ^the new bridge shall he flouting 
type.” • 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 4, as amended, 
stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Bridft 



Mr, PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 5 stand part of the 
BiU 

Tilt HoiPiH« Mr, 4n DONALD: Sir, I may explain that this is also a 
drafting amendment int^ded to make the law better on the (luestion 
[>f borrowing, and I beg to move that for clause 6, the following be 
substituted, namely: — 


Power to raise loans. 

“ 6. (1) The Commissioners may borrow •any sum necessary for 
Baiiying out the works specified in clauses (a) and (b) ol section 4 at 
such rate of interest and for such period and upon such terms as to 
^ time and method ol repayment and sudb other terms and condi- 
tions as the Local Government may approve : 

Provi^d that no loan exceeding in amount tweaty#five lakhs of 
rupees shall be taken by the Commissioners, ubIm tbe terms including 
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th« date of flotation of flucb loan have been approved by the Govern* 
mept of India. ^ 

(2) The Local Government ehall have power to guarantee the set* 
vice and repayment of any loan raised under the provisions of sub- 
section (f ) or any part of such tean.'* 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT* The question is that clause 5, as amended, stand 
^ part of the Bill. 

' The wotion was put and agreed to. 

CliiiM S. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS The question is that clause 6 stand part of the 
Bill. 

^ The Hen’hle Mr. d. DONALD: This again, Sir, is another drafting 
amendment intended to improve the wording of the section. I beg to 
move that for clause 6, the following be substituted, namely: — 

Poirer of Local Government to order Cowmissionerx to undertake tcorkt 
and raise 'loans, • 

6 (7) The liocal Government may, by notification, order the Com- 
missioners to undertake the w'orks referred to in section 4 and to raise 
the loan referred to in section 5 within such period as the Local Gov- 
ernment shall fix, and the Commissioners shall comply with such order. 

(2) The Local Government may, by notification, for reasons to be 
recorded therein, extend the period fixed under the provisions of sub- 
section (1).'* 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mf. PRESIDENT. The question is that clause 6, as amended, stand 
part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

ClauM t. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 8 stand part of the 
Bill. 

Ritoy AMULYA DHONS ADDY: Sir, I beg to move that clauee 
8 (i), which runs as follows, be omitted: — 

** A tax 6l:;iiot more than one-quarter per cent, on the annual valu- 
ation of all lands ami buildings in Calcutta as determined by the Oca*- 
poration of Calcutta under Chapter X of the Calcutta Munibipal Act» 



J . government BILLS. m 

? 8^, I may say at the be^nniag that I am open to all amioabfe 
•eli^aiaent with Government. I am willing* to withdraw it, if the 
Bi^^ble Member in charge be pleased to withdraw the next amend- 
ment under which it is proposed to increase the rate of taxation from 
one-quarter to three-quarters per cent. 


PHCSIDEHTs But you cannot move your amendment on such 
conditions. Either you must withdraw it, or move it. 

BMlll AMULYA DHONE ADDYs In that (*use, Sir, I beg to insist 
on my amendment. • 

Sir, in the opening speech of my learned friend he stated that it 
was a bridge which was going to connect Calcutta and Howrah. I lieg 
to submit^, Sir, that it is really a bridge which will connect the East 
Indian Hallway, and the Bengal-Nagpur Railway as well, wkh Byrr^ 
bazar, which is the emporium not only of Calcutta hut of the whole of 
India. It is to he a bridge connecting these railways not with 
Calcutta and its Jdjoining places hut, as I have already stated, Vith the 
principal market of the Indian Empire. Therefore, I beg to submit 
that it is not a local ciuestion for Which we can ask the inhabitants of 
Howrah and Calcutta to contribute: it is a^|uestion in whidi the rail- 
way authorities as well us the Government of India are vitally interested. 

I shall first of all deal with the estimates. It is estimated that 
the bridge will cost aliout 1 million 250 thousands pounds sterling. 
The question is whether we can afford to pay this sum. The existing 
bridge was constructed at a cost of about 27 lakhs of rupees, and it 
has lasted for more than 50 years. In this crounection, I shall draw 
your attention to the report of 1912 by four Chief Engineers, viz,, 
the Chief Engineer of the Lower Ganges Bridge, the Chief Engineer 
of the East Indian Railway, the Chief Engineer of the Corporation of 
Calcutta, the Chief Engine(*r of the Calcutta Port Trust, and the 
Chief Engineer to the diovernment of Bengal in the Public Works 
Department. I^et us see what their estimates and designs were. They 
called for tenders from several firms, and cimsi^red the designs and 
tenders submitted by them. It appears from tnis memorable report 
of 1912 that the design and tender of a (fermun firm appeared to be 
the best under this design the bridge was to bp a floating one and the 
work of cwstruction was to be completed within twq y«ar»^ with the 
least inconvenience to the public at large. Further, it was to be con< 
stmcted on the same site, and the level of the bridge was to be the 
same as that of the adjoining Strand* Road. 

Mn raitillillTl Mr. Addy, I am quite junabk to follow your 
arguments. Yon are dealing with the, taxation clause, but you are 
also dealing with the construction and type of the bridge. 
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Mhi AMULYA OHONIj^DYl Uy contention is thii— ii yon can 
reduce the ettimatee tor the oonatruction <rf the bridge, there «ould he 
no nece»«ity whatever for levying *uch a tax aa is contemplated under 
this Bill. • 

■ Mr. PRItlOENT: In that case I think you ought to have moved for 
the recommitment of the Bill to the Select Committee. 

AMULYA DHONE ADDYi 1 am sorry my esteemed friend. 
Mr. Uu|)a, did not move his motion. 

Mr. PREtIDENT: And 1 also am sorry I ^cannot allow you to pro- 
ceed on the lines you have been following. 

■abu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: However, my contention is to 
reduce the estimates as far as practicable. Now, even under the estimates 
which apj)ear to have been approved of by Government as well as by the 
^oelect Committee, it will not be necessary to levy a tax of even one-quar- 
ter per cent, on the rate-payers of Calcutta. Taking the current rate of 
exchange at 1 shilling 6 pence per rupee, it appei^s that a sum of 
about 1 crore and 66 lakhs of rupees is required; and calculating the 
interest for raising this loan at 5^ per cent, per annum, and sinking 
fund charges at 1 per cent, per 'annum, we would require a sum of 
about ten and a half lakhs of rupees, and assuming the cost of main- 
tenance at 3 lakhs of rupees per annum, the total amount required is 
about IHJ lakhs of rupees per year. But we can realise this amount 
by levying a tax oh railway goods, railway passengers, and alst) from 
contributions from the Government of Bengal as well as from the 
.Government of India. As I have already stated, the Government of 
India are vitally interested in this question, and even the Finance 
Ccmmittee, to which this matter was referred, expressed the opinion, as 
will appear from page 11 of the reimrt of that Committee, that it can 
be logically argued that the Imperial Government, which derives so 
large a portion of its revenues through the port of Calcutta, and the 
Government of Bengal, of which Government, Calcutta is the capital^ 
should equally share in the necessary burden. 

My contention i^ that if the Government of India can be persuaded 
to contribute 5 lakhs of rupees towards the cost of the annual charges, 
it would not be necessary to levy any tax whatever on the residents 
and rate-payers of Calcutta. Sir, so far ns Calcutta is concerned. I am 
sorry to state that the Corporation of Calcutta is already committed to 
heavy items of expenditure. They are committed to an expenditure 
of three crorw of rupees for the extension of the water-supply in 
Calcutta; the:? committed to an expenditure of about one <srore 
of rupees for the "'Improvement of the drainage system of this city ; 
and aa a result of the amalgamation of Ckwwipoie43hitpotei Manick- 
t<dla, and Garden Reach, th«^y will have to incur tin expenditure of 
about 90 lakha of rupees. There is also a scheme pendlhg before the 
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Col^ratioii lor making Primary edtfibiiii^ iNW tt]i4 ooiii|WlMlry 
in Ae konnda ol the city — and I may i2id that it should be d<»ie aa 
early as possible — for which their estimate amounts to* 20 lakhs ol 
rupees; and even if the Government oB Bengal were to be so good as 
to contribute two-thii*d« of this annual charge, the Ckirporation will 
still have to find a sum of 6 lakhs of rupees on this account which works 
out to 1 per cent, of the annual valuation of the ratable holdings of 
Calcutta, and which they will have to find by increasing the rates. 
Therefore, though the prenent rate of municipal taxation \% 19 [>er 
cent., I am really sorry to state that in the course of three or four yearr 
the Corporation of Calcutta shall he under the painful necessity of 
increasing the rates to 23 per cent., and in addition to that will have to 
levy an education cess at 1 per cent. Fnder the circumstances, vSir, 
it would be most hard on the rate-payers of (Vlcuttn if they were to be 
called upon to contribute even one-quarter per cent, of tly annual 
valuation of their holdings. * 


Sir, it will appear from the administration reports of the (Calcutta 
Municipality that* in the year 1900-01 the total amount of rates and 
taxes which was realised from ('alcutta by the (\)i|)orution was 54 
lakhs of rupees, but in .the year lit24-25 it increased to 2 crores and* 
7 lukbs of rupees. * • 


Then again, Sir, the (itisens of Calcutta have to pay heavy rates 
of income-tax. In the year 1886, the maximum rate of income-tax 
was 5 pies per rupee, in the year 1916 it was increased to 12 pies, and 
in the year 192^1 it was fixed at 18 pies in the rupee. Further, there 
is the levy of the super-tax which ranges from 1 anna to 6 annas, 
per rupee. 

In these circumstances, it is not advisable to le%\v even a tax of 
one-quarter per cent, of the annual valuation of holdings on the poor 
rate-payers of Calcutta. 

The total amount of Customs duty realised by the Ooveniment of 
India from the port of ^’alrutta was 20 crores of rui)ee» in the year 
1924-25. And as regards income-tax, they realised 22 crores in the 
year 1922-23, and from Bengal itself they realisaf^ a sum of 6 crores 
ol rupees in 1928-24. 1, therelore, beg to submit, 8ir, fhat instead 

of levynng any additional taxation on the inhabitants of Calcutta, it 
is most desirable that the Government of India %bould be persuaded to 
contribute towards the cost (though not the whole of it— rat least 
a substantial portion of the cost) of construction of this bridge. 


Mr, K. 0. RAY ONAUDHURIl 1 rise to oppoM» Mr. Addy’s 
aamndment, though I must confess that there is a very strong feeling 
in the Corporatioa against the pro]>osal of one^nd a half or three*^ 
quarters per ^ cent, contribution, and therefore, suggest a goldten 
mean — a eompromiee. 
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Tilt Mr* <l« DONALDl On n point ordw', Sir, 1 km 

m amendment on thi« clanse/and I submit that this mnen^ent shonl^ 
not be dealt tritb before I move my amendment on tbis clause. 

e 

Mr. PRiSIDENT: I tbink there is no harm in taking these amend* 
ments separately. If Mr. Addy’s amendment is carried, you dto not 
stand anywhere. 

Mr# K« Cl RAY CHAUDHURIS I oppose Mr. Addy's amendment. 
1 do iivft refer to Mr. Donald’s amendment at all. I suggest that if 
three-quarters per cent.— 

Ilf. PRESIDENTS That amendment is not before the House and 
you cannot discuss it. 

Mfi K. Cl RAY CHAUDHURIS What I wanted to say was that 
Sf Mr. Addy had suggested even half per cent. 

Mf, PRESIDENTS But he has not made any such suggestion. 
You cannot put any suggestion into his mouth, if you are to move 
the amendment, you ought to have sent in a notice of that. As it is, 
you can only oppose Mr. Addy’s apiendment. 

Mr. K. Cl RAY CHAUDHURIS If you permit me to move an 
amendment now 

Mr. PREEIDENTS That is a matter for me to consider. You 
must prweed in the proper manner. 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURIS 1 have got nothing further to say. 

Tim Hon'blt Mr. di DONALD l 1 rise to oppose Mr. Addy’s amend- 
ment. It is quite easy for anyone to stand uj) and say that Calcutta 
should not pay anything towards the cost of the Howrah bridge and 
that this danse should be omitted. Mr. Ad<?y says that the Corpora- 
tion has got to spend a lot of money on water-supply and drainage, 
eU*. I should! like to .ask Mr. Addy what would be the fate of Calcutta 
if the Howrah bridfge disappears. I do not think that anybody with 
a grain of common-sense in him would say that Calcutta should pay 
nothing* I have been, connected with this Bill with all its proc^- 
inp lor some years, and the general view I have gathered is that every- 
one wants a bridge, but nobody wants to pay. We want the bridge, 
but somebod^^ must pay — not me. There W been this difficulty 
throughout. There is only one body which has constantly said that 
it would pay, and lliat is the Ctovemment of Bengal. I do not see how 
Calcutta can possibly ^hold up its bead if the mufossal is made to pay 
tor the Howrah bridge. Thf mufassal members of this Council can 
well say that with all their efforts they cannot aeouiw sufficient lands 
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Primary edueatum, wst^-anpply, «tc. Why thould tkajr iiava to 
for Calcutta’s Ixridire? They can arall ha axpaotad to py 9k 
4Paiila share, but 1 do uot think that '.hey should py the wh<de of 
the cost and that Calcutta should py nothing. Therefore, Sir, I object 
to this amendment. ^ 

The motion of Babu Amulya Dhone Addy was then put and lost. 

Ttli Honllle Mf» d« DONALD l I move that in clause 6 (t), line 1, 
for the words one-quarter ” the words “ threeHiuarters ’’ be 
substituted. 

Sir, I have already said that Calcutta should pay its sbaif. What 
1 want to say now is t^int a quarter pr cent, is not a proper and 
appropriate share to lie paid by Calcutta for the coustructioii of this 
bridge. 1 have already said that this biidge will be an annual rbarp 
of tts. 15,00, (MX). The quarter pr cent, under clause 8 (i) represents 
about twp lakhs of ru|>ees. It is, 1 think, quite unreasonable for 
Calcutta to say that ('alcutta will pay only Rs. 2,0(),(^) c^*t 
Rs. 15.00,000. Thi.s is not shouldering its lesiMinsibility. The bridge 
IS going to be o|^ vital imprtaiice to ('alcutta. With the construction 
of this bridge, trade will Iw increased aiut Calcutta will flourish. It 
is in the interests of ('alcutta that it should have a bridge and that, 
therefore, it should pay a fair slili;^ of the cost. The present amend- 
ment and the subse<|uent aniendnient of sUb-clause 2 (it) aim roughly 
at making Calcutta and the suburban municipalities, including Tolly, 
gaiij and South Suburban, pay roughly less than one-sixth of the cost. 

1 do not think this a fair contribution at all. If ('alcutta has to pay 
only two lakhs annually, then the provincial contribution will have 
to remain at Rs. 5, 00, (MM) instead of Rs. 4,(M),000. In other words, the 
provincial revenues, i.c., the mufassal primarily, will have to bear 
in the next 40 years an extra charge of Rs. 40,(M),()(K), an amount which 
will go a long w'uy towards solving inufassal problems, such as water- 
supply, Primary education, medical schools, etc. By supprting the 
proposal in the Bill of a quarter pr cent, mufassal members will thus 
be doing a great deal qj harm, because the provincial contribution will 
have to be kept at the higher figure if the Calcutta contribution is kept 
so low. As it stands, the province is pruclically going to py five 
lakhs against two of C!alcutta. This is quite uA'easoiiable. I consider 
that, at any rate, half of the total cost of the bridge should come from 
the municipalities concerned. This is what js covered by my amend- 
ments of clause 8 (t) and (u). 

Mr* PNiSIDlNTl I have admitted an amendment of 
Mr. P. N. Guha, and I will now ask him to move it. 

Mr. F. N. OUHAx I move a further amendment that in danse 8 (t), 
Mne 1, for the words “ one-quarter pr cent." the wordi ** hktf ^ 
cent/’ be substitnted. * 


la 
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Sir, I nave carefully listened to the arguments that have been 
advanced by the Hon’ble the Finance Member, and 1 am convinced 
that Calcutta should pay moi]^ towards the cost of the bridge. The 
bridge is an essentially necessary thing for Calcutta. It will he seen 
that according to the report of t^e tSelecl Committee, Calcutta will pay 
much less than what we, the people of the mufassal, will have to pay. 
The provincial contribution to the bridge is Rs. 6,00,000, while 
Calcutta with its quarter per cent, will pay less than two. This arrange- 
ment is quite disproportionate. Further, the districts are not only 

* paying out of the provincial revenue but the mufassal people, who c 5 ome 

* daily froiSi Burdwaji side to work in Calcutta, have to pay a tax each 
time they travel on the railway. Therefore, the Calcutta people will 
have the benefit of u good bridge at the cost of the poor rate-payers 
residing all over Bengal. Is it fair and is it just? I ask my friends 
opposite who have come here to represent village people to consider the 
effect of this inequiU)UK taxation. There is no earthly reason why the 
pfovipce should pay more than Calcutta for this bridge, which is more 
or less a domestic concern of Calcutta. 

Sir, I cannot, however, overl(K)k the ftict that Calcutta has to meet 
very large expenditure in various directions. The Calcutta Corporation 
in a recent meeting have repeatedly urged the members of the Bengal 
Legislative (kmncil not to increase their tax haore than quarter per 
cent. I undei-stuiid Calcuttk is already paying a tax of 19} per cent. 

I certainly think that the burden of taxation is already very great, hut 
the half per cent, which I have pro|M)sed' will not prove much heavier 
in (xmiparison with the burden that the Selwt Committee has proixwed 
to place on the shouldei*>4 of the p(K)r villagers of this province. Sir, mv 
friends oi)po8ite have always condemned (loverument for not supplying 
adequate funds for the nation-building departments. I am not sure 
if the saving made in this direction will be utilised for work in the 
nation-buihbng departments, but, Sir, here is a chance for us to 
induce the Government to spend the savings either for drinking water, 
kala-axar or for some other national ai’tivities. 1 would. re({uest the 
Hon ’Me the Finance Meml)er to kindly accept my amendment, and 
I hope that my friends opposite, who think that Calcutta should not 
be taxed, will see their, way to take a middle course. Well Sir, the 
representatives of Colctftta who are all men of light and lead'ing should 
not overlook the interest of those poor rate-payers— the dumb millions 
of the mufassal. I, therefore, appeal to the members of the House to 
take the middle course by accepting my amendment. 

At this stage the Council was adjourned for 15 miantea. 

(After the adjournment.) 

BMOY KRfSHNA ROSE I Sir, I am a bond /idfe edtiaen of 
Cakntta, bom and brought up here. I am not one of those who have 
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d^i $0 bcsre as a bird of ptmage for professioa or trade ^ for any other 
p«l|}ose. I rise, therefore, to giitmgly O^ipose the ameadmeiktii of ^e 
fitoB’ble Mr. Bonald aiid Mr. P. N. Guha. Though, Sir, 1 am a eititen 
of Calcutta, 1 am nurroundeil here, on |his side of the House, to which 
an appeal has been made by Mr. P. N. Guha fio often in the I'ourse 
of his speech, by members from the mufassal, and I can assure 
Mr. Guha, who has tried to draw' a red herring across the trail, that 
his attempts have abimlutely failed. Here, in these days, we do not 
think that we are exclusively citiseiis of Calcutta without any interests 
in the mufassal, and the niufassal jieople do not come here to serve 
their own interests. 1 li|ve noticeii times without numlier that apjieals 
were made to the people of (^alcutto. It was said that ('alcutta should 
pay. But what is the meaning of Calcutta > Does ('alcutta mean only 
the lands and pro{>erties in it and not its trade and business F The 
pro|M)sal is to increase the rates so as to levy o tax on the annual valua- 
tion of lands and holdings in Calcutta and not on the trade tind 
merre of Calcutta. In this connection, I may draw the attention of 
the House to the rewmmendations of the Finance ('ommittee which 
sat over the Bill. *They wanted to levy a cess on the trade and commerce 
of Calcutta. In one paragraph of their re<‘ommendatious they said 
a bridge l)etweeu H(»wirah and ('^Icutta is a necessity to the general 
trading and commercial life of liotli cities,® and on this ground and 
bec'aiise it is desirable to K])read the ex|>^nditure over a very wide 
basis, we consider that the trade of ('alcutta generally should, as far 
us [mssible, Iw required to contribute. There is, moreover, the im|>ortaiit 
practical consideration that any addition made to the ruilw^ny charges 
on traffic* to and from Howrah and depots on the HowTuh side of the 
river is automatically applied to traffic carried over the East Indian 
Railway to and from stations on the Calcutta side of the river. If, 
therefore, the latter traffic- were excluded from the of)eration of the 
cess imposed for the pur|K»se of hnancitig the bridge, it would neverthe- 
less have to bear the additional burden, (he only differenc’-e being that 
the extra amounts thus paid by it would be appropriated by the railway 
instead of by the bridge ^authority. . We believe that a cess on goods 
imported into, and exported from, Calcutta is feasible. Such a c^s is 
already borne by the traffic which is rec-eived dK despatched by the 
East Indian Railway, and there is not, in our opinion, any reason 
why it should not be made universal. We recommend, subject to the 
qu^ifications mentioned later, such a cess on til traffic brought into 
or exported from any railway station within Howrah and Calcutta.^’ 
If this is done, the trade of Calcutta at 1 pie per maund and the 
terminal tax at 3 pies per head will bring in about Us. S lakhs which 
is more than is required. 

I appeal to the members of this House to consider the decision of 
the Caleutta Gorporaiion. We had a full debate on this question laet 
Fryay, and I would like to point out tae fact again to the members 
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of this j for the next 10 years to come, so far as the Calcutta 

Corporaiion are concerned, th6y cannot raise their tax beyond ihfi stath- 
tory limit of 3J per cent., and if they raise the rates even by 3J per 
cent, they cannot meet their ofdinary commitments. I shall tell the 
members all the things to which they are committed. 

'iney are going to levy an educational cess in order to make Primary 
education free and compulsory in Calcutta which would cost them 
annually Us. 25 lakhs. 

The water-works extension charges would cost annually Rs. 20 lakhs. 

Then comes the drainage problem. It is no use giving 41 million 
gallons every day by extending the water-works system, unless the 
drainage system is improved and extended, which will cost them a 
capital exjienditure of Rs. 2 crores, and for one item of charge only 
in this connection they are committed to the extent of Rs. 15 lakhs 
,a year. *• 

Then for the additional contribution for the operations of the 
Calcutta Improvement Trust they have to find Rs. 5 Jakhs. 

They are committed to pay Rs. 3 lakhs for the improvement of 
the Maniktollu, Garden Reach and^ Tollygunge and other added areas. 

Then they have extended thfeir charitable dispensaries and have 
started special health asso(dutions all over ('alcutta, for which Rs. 2 
lakhs are required. • 

Lastly, for l)etter sanitation, improved roads and milk-supply they 
are committed to an expenditure of Rs. 5 lakhs. 

They liave a margin of 3i per cent, under the statute over the 
present rate of 19i per cent, imimsed. An additional imiwsition of 
3^ per cent, cun bring them only about Rs. 30 lakhs additional income, 
and in the next ten years the normal growth of revenue will amount 
to, say, about Rs. 50 lakhs — a total of Rs. 80 lakhs. Against this sum, 
our increased expenditure at the end of 10 years is expected to amount 
to its. 75 lakhs as I have given above, which allow's Rs. 5 lakh.4 only 
for the growth ©f ordinary expenditure at the end of the next ten years 
which is far below requirements. I, therefore, submit that the Cor- 
poration is not in a ^Kisition — and I have given you facts and figures — 
to pay anything; but as a compromise, on Friday last at our meeting, 
we agreed most reluctantly to pay quitrter per cent, provided the 
constitution and other things were amended, as we desired. Now r.*e 
have failed in amending the constitution. Even then we are willing 
to give quarter per cent., though I am sure we shall be subjecteil to 
much criticisil and abuse. 

I notice, Sir, j^at Mr. Donald in his note of dissent was a bit 
sarcastic about our arguments. He said : 1 attach little weight to the 

aiguUMiit that these are committod to heavy expenditure ott 

eieaatial improvements and ^not therefore pay ntore foi^ a bridge. 
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I tendency towards any increase in sumieipal tascation 
1 ^ order to make any sncli essential improvements/* Mr. Donald vraa 
Hie Clairman of the Calcatta Corporation, and he onitht to have 
thanked ns that in our endeavours to improve the niilk*sttpply and the 
health of the city we have been able lb find money without increasing 
the rates from 19i per cent. We, however, now find that the time 
has come when for the drainage and other schemes of improvement 
we are bound to raise our taxation. For these reasons I strongly op|Kis^ 
both the amendments. 


PRAMATHANATH BANCRJCAs I strongly oppose tl!e amend* 
ment that has been niqyed by the Hon*ble Mr. Donald. The accept- 
ance of this amendment will involve a large a<!dition to the burden 
on the rate-payers of Calcutta. The |ieople of this city are already 
^aning under a heavy Imol of taxation and any substantial increase 
in the nUe of taxation will be practically uiiWaruble. It should be 
remembered in this connection that the Calcutta Coriwratioft is «ror|[* 
ing this year with a deficit budget. With its present resources the 
Calcutta Corporation is unable to meet the various needs in the pro|>er 
manner. Educ-ation has so far been practi<‘ally neglected, and medicnl 
relief is affordetl only to a limite<l extent. Recently, large areas have 
been added to the city^ and owirfj^ to luck of resources the (’alcutlu 
CoriMiration has not been able to pay sufficirtit attention to the improve- 
ment of these areas. If the Hon’ble Mr. Donald and his friends will 
kindly pay a visit to Maniktolla, they will W inipresHe<l with the neces- 
sity for improvement in that area. These are imt>ortunt considerations; 
but the Hon’ble Mr. Donald says that (’alcuttu ought to pay more 
because the bridge is a nec essity of the residents of Calc utta. 1 do not 
admit that this view is entirely correct. Mr. Donald tries to drive a 
wedge between the Calcutta members and the mufassal memWrs of 
this Council, This is not right, ('alcutta is not merely a provincial 
city, but a city which is resorted to by a large number of |)eople from 
all parts of India. The Howrah bridge c'oiinec’ts not merely Calcutta 
with Howrah, but it connec'ts Bengal with other parts of India. It 
is, therefore, right aiut proper that not merely the Qc>vernment of 
Bengal but the Government of India .should bear their fair share in 
the construction and maintenance of this bridged I am not ijuite sure 
that sufficient effort has yet been made to induce the Government of 
India to agree to contribution. But if in future Mr. Donald and his 
colleagues of the Bengal Executive Council do^heir best in this matter, 
I am sure there will not be any lack of funds. Besides, the Bengal- 
Nagpur Railway has been exempted from the purview of this Bill,— 
on what ground I do not know. If the Bengal-Nagpor Railway be not 
exempted, it will give us an increased revenue. Then, there will be 
na need of increasing the taxation on the rate-payers from one-quarter 
to thme-qii^rtem. I hope the members of this Council will take a 
reaeonable view of the matter and thrww out this amendmeni. 
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The Mon’INt Mr. L. BIRLEY: Unlike Mr. Bos^ I rise as a of 
passage who have spent the ^eater part of that passage and the best 
part of it in the mufassal. f propose to take up the ‘‘ herring ” from 
the place where Mr. Guha dripped it and I shall show that it is a 
very good fish. We have from time to time had some diflBcnlty in 
following the intricacies of the game of walk-out and walk-in ; on this 
occasion we have had no such difficulty, except as regards Babu Nalini- 
runjan Sarker. I notice his name on the Report of the Select Com- 
mittee. I find it difficult to reconcile his proposals with his position 
las a pretagonist of village reconstruction. 1 saw him here at the 
beginning of the afternoon but have not seen him since. I am sorry 
he is not here now, as I want to address ray words to the mufassal 
members and in particular to him. Now, Sir, it is of no use to say 
that the Government of India should pay more, when every one knows 
that they will not pay more. Anything that is not paid by direct 
taxes by, the rate-payers of Calcutta has got to be recovered from the 
‘whole province — in particular from the people who live in the mufassal. 
Who is going to pay this tax on goods which will be brought in and 
taken out of (’alcutia? It seems to me that it is going to be paid by 
the people in the mufassal. If a tin of kerosine oil is taken out of 
Howrah, to its price will be added* the amount of the tax. I do not 
know how the people in tig* mufa'ftsai can avoid paying that. On the 
other hand if a ju'oducer in the mufassal sends a consignment of 
mangoes to Calcutta through Howrah there will be other consignments 
sent through Sealdah, The price in Calcutta will be guided by the 
price of the majority of the consignments that come in. The producer 
who sends his goods to Howrah will have to pay the extra tax, but 
will not be able to put it oji the price of his goods. 

We have heard that the (Calcutta rate-payers have got very impor- 
tant commitments. I should like to know w'hat commitments the 
mufassal j)eo[)le have. Tlie Calcutta rate-payers contemplate levying 
a cess for prinuuy education but primary education in the mufassal is 
not going to l)e had for nothing. The mufassal members of the 
Couhcil, as was natural in a Bill relating chiefly to Calcutta, had not 
a large reprcvsentatiun on the Select Committee; and I appeal to the 
mufassal members oty this (Ktcasion to remember their duty to the 
mufassal. I do not meau to say that the mufassal has nothing to do 
with Calcutta and that Calcutta is to pay for the whole of whatever 
expenditure is incurred \m Calcutta. But surely a bridge is primarily 
a domestic concern. I dk) not suppose that the Calcutta Corporation is 
going to pay anything at all for a bridge over the Matal^anga at 
Chuadanga, or,% renewing the bridge over the Dolai Khal in Baeea. 
Then, there is* another point: the amount which is to be paid by 
the Provincial Govei^ment will be lost by the people of Bengal as a 
whole, and the amount which is to be collected by the levy on goods 
carried by the. railway will be paid by every consumer w producer 
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i^cerned. On the other hand the amount which is to he paid lor 
Caicntia will be paid by the rate-payers of Calcutta, t.e., by those who 
own property, and not by the whole body of the people of Calcutta. 
On the<4e frrounds I make an a[»])eal to Babu Naliniranjati Barker and 
other mufassal members and I hope they will supixirt the Hon*ble 
Mr. Donald’s motion. 


Mr* W* L« TRAVERS: I wish to say a lea* words on this amend- 
ment entirely as a mufassal member. 1 want to endorse everything 

that has been said by the Hon’ble Mr. Birley in that respect. The 

importance of this bri<^ to Culcutta is immense, but if you go up 

to North Bengal or East Bengal where I come from, you will realise 
what is the im()ortunce of this bridge to the millioits of raiyuta of the 
country side who have got to pay their share of the taxation. I say 
that tht' ^cntributioii as alhn'ated by the iSelect Committee is entirely 
unjust and inequitable to the large majority of the inhabitants of this 
province. I go further than that and say that in my opinion and 
also in the opiniifU of many other up-countrj’ members. Speaking gene- 
rally, far t(K) large u proportion of the revenue of the province is 
devoted to ('ulcutta. ’\yhen we ^^‘ounlrv men want money for the 
c.sseittial nmls of the people, that Is to si^', for the improvement of 
water-supply or sanitation or for medical relief, we are told there is 
no nicuey. Calcutta has all the essentials. I do not complain of that, 
but I do say that the expeiuJiture of the future, su<*h as this expendi- 
ture, should be most carefully watched in these respec'^ts. We enn- 
not get money for our neeils in ii|>-country, hut here in (’alcutta when- 
ever anything urgent arises, the whole province has got to pay. I 
appeal to the iijwcmutry memlMTs of this Council t<» sup}>ort this 
amendment and to lessen the contribution of the province and increase 
that of Calcutta. We are all proud of Calcutta, whether we reside here 
or not. We all riH'oguise that every one in the province has a share 
in the imjirovemerit of this glorious city, hut at the same time let us 
forget the lot of 46 miilidbs.of people who live in the rest of the province 
and let us do the l>est we can for them. Therefcnre, 1 ask the up- 
country members of this House ^o vote for the flon’ble Mr. Donald’s 
amendment. 


BfiBu tURENDRA NATH RAY: My frieiM, Babu Bejoy Krishim 
Bose, has already' told you that there was a full dress debate in the 
Calcutta Corporation on Friday last. Of course, in a matter like this 
anything that is said by the representatives of the Calcutta Coqmraiion 
ought to be heard with care and attention. It is the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion which has got to give a very substantial contribution to the 
pro|>oaed Howrah brid|te, and as such the views •of the representatives 
ol the Cmrpbration should be very careinlly considered. It is not a 

IfUnp sum contribution by the Calcutta Corporation cm* by the other 
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mimicipalities, but thin contribution will continue for 40 years, to be 
bequeathed from sire to sin. What will the Hon'ble Mentber in 
charge of the Bill say to this. I think the whole matter ought to be 
considered by the »Select Commlftee over again. It was urged by the 
Select Committee that the Bengal-Nagpur Railway should contribute: 
as a matter of faf;t this railway used to contribute— it pays now 
Rs. 26,000 per annum towards the upkeep of the present bridge — ^but, 
as has been pf)inted out by some members of the Select Committee, it 
ought to bo mada legally to contribute Rs. 2 lakhs, and the whole 
thing is sought to be done away with. 

We should like to know the reason why this contribution should 
not be levied on the Bengal-Nagi>ur Railway. We should like to see 
the correspondence on the subject between the Government of India, 
the Bengal-Nagpur Railway authorities and the Government of Bengal. 
JThey canliot be secret dmjuinents which ought not or cannot be placed 
before the public. We want light, more light on this important branch 
of the controversy about the payment by one of the most important 
bodies which ought to (ontribute towards tlie construction and mainte- 
nance of the bridge. What about the contribution by the Central 
Government? They say they ctui ^dt) so if the bridge to be constructed 
be of a cantilever type. Why should that be? Will it add to the 
value of the imports and exports from Calcutta? Will it bring a larger 
revenue to the Central Government if the bridge l)e of that type. 

Mr. PRESIDENT S I am afraid you are speaking on the next amend- 
ment. If you have got a reatly-made speech for the next amendment, 
then why ore you reading it now. 

EalHI iURENDRA NATH RAY: The two amendments are connected 
together so it is neceisary that there should be some overlapping. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: T ry to exclude the other thing as much as 
possible. <1 

Babu SURENDRA NATH RAY: It is the sweet will of the Central 
Government, it is l>ecause the Central Government is in a i)oeition to 
command and! to ditrtute without reason or rhyme that it can take up 
this attitude. Having ^deprived Bengal of all its i>ayiiig sources of 
revenue or from which suhstantial (contribution ought to have been 
given, the Central Government would not allow this province to levy 
each contribution for the Howrah bridge which we were enjoying from 
the Bengal-Nagpur Railway. 

I thiak the resolution which has been passed by the Calcutta 
Corporatioii is very reijisouable and this ought to be taken into conaid^ 
ation by the Hon'ble Mr. Donald. We ought go up to the Govern- 
ment df India lor a substantiai annual contribution. We cannot lesl 
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ftlpMed with what the Hon'ble Member^ says that they will not pigr 
anything. Let us see the correspondence <m the subject Why should 
not the very reasonable resolution of Uie Calcutta Corporation be cou- 
sid^ed by the Select Committee or, I may say, by the Hon*ble Memlter 
in charge. They say that any contemplated remission of the provin- 
cial contribution should be made up by a contribution from thw 
Imperial Government, and that is a matter which ought to be eonsi-* 
dered by the Hon’ble Member in charge, and I think that if the 
Imperial Government make some contribution it will not be uec’essary 
to raise the rates from one-(|uarter to half jier cent, os has bf^ii sug- 
gested in the amendment eif my friend, Mr. Guha. 


Mr. 8. G. MUKERdI: Sir, I feel sincerely that Calcutta 
ought to contribute its legitimate share towards the upkeep 
of the Howrah bridge, but ] feel that the Him'blc Mr. Donald has- 
gone a little t(Kj far in deinundiiig a lhr«HM|uarter per cent, al opjUMed# 
to the one-quarter per cent. re<‘ommended by the Sele<’t ('oiniiiitteo. 
Taking all thing>^iuto <un.siderati(ui, the golden mean of half per cent., 
seems to be reasonable and equitable. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHAKDRA ROY< Is it go%n or silvern mean, SirP' 

Mr. 8. C> MUKERdI: Sir, the 19J per-cent, assessment of thr 
Calcutta Corporation is felt by the citizens of Calcutta os a little tocr 
heavy. There are thousands and thousands of citizens of Calcutta who* 
greatly feel the pinch of this municipal tax. I 1 * 00 ! ise thoi Calcutta 
will reap more l)enefit from the Howrah bridge than the )>eople of 
this province generally, but I feel at the same time that the cost of 
living in Calcutta is much higher than the cost of living in the 
mufassal, and when this is taken into consideration 1 think that while* 
we, the [>eople of Calcutta, feel for the |>eople of the province of 
Bengal, the people of the province of Bengal outside Calcutta ought 
to feel some sympathy for the citizens of the town of Calcutta, and 
I think that they ougli4 to make some contribution towards it. Of 
course in my heart of hearts I urn in sympathy with the one-(|uart 0 r 
per cent, tax retommended by the Selet‘t Commit^, but having regard 
to the feelings of my mufassal brethren I am preimred to go up to half 
per c^nt. ac^cordiiig to the amendment moved by Mr. P. N. Guha. I 
therefore support the amendment and opiKxte the motion of the Finance 
Member. 


MMl AMIM.YA OHONE AOOY: 1 beg to oppose both the amend- 
ments. Sir, it has been alleged by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald that the 
state of Calcutta would be much worse than it is now if the Howrah 
bridge is not constructed or reconstructed. I beg to submit that 
owing to thi construction of the Bally^ bridge very heavy quantiHe# 
of goods from the stations mi the East Indian Railway will be diverted 
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from Howrah to Sealdhh, and I am informed by the Agent of the 
Ea«t Indian Railway himseft that from the month of September next 
four trains will run direct to Sealdah; therefore as regards goods 
traffic as well as passenger traftc on the East Indian Railway a major 
portion of it will be diverted after the construction of the Bally bridge, 
from Howrah to Sealdah. Therefore I do not think that Calcutta 
will suffer very much if the Howrah bridge is not reconstructed at 
isuch a heavy cost. 

The*Hon’ble Mr. Donald* appears to have forgotten that apart from 
taxation on the ratable value of land and buildings in Calcutta the 
citizens of Calcutta shall have to pay a tax under the last sub-clause 
of clause 8. As regards the ferry services, it is they who shall have 
to pay for it; it has l)een stated that it is Calcutta which is vitally 
interested. May I ask, Sir, as to whether the East Indian Railway 
••as well ^s the Bengal-Nagpur Railway are not vitally interested also? 
Where is the terminal station? It is at Calcutta, and therefore if 
the bridge is not reconstructed, their income will* materially come 
<down. In the year 1899 when the Calcutta Municipal Bill was on 
the legislative anvil it was stated b^v the Hon’ble Member in charge of 
'the Bill on behalf of G(^rnment*in the case of the constitution of the 
Oeneral Committee of the Corporation of Cahutta that Calcutta is not 
like a mufossal town. It was the capital of Bengal and at that time 
*the capital of the Govemment of India, and therefore it was decided 
4hat one-third of the meinl)ers of the Committee should be elected by 
'fhe Ward Commissioners, one-third by the nominated* members and 
^one-third direct by Government, So it api>ear8 that Calcutta being 
•an Imperial city and being the seat of the Government of Bengal, two- 
^thirds of the seats were allotted to Government, and what was the 
^reason theiwf? If a plague breaks out in Calcutta who will suffer? 
'The trade and commerce of Calcutta will be seriously i^ected ; the 
•revenues of the Government of Bengal as well as those of the Govern- 
ment of India will be seriously affected. Therefore by “ Calcutta we 
db not mean mtilassal towns like Dacca and Burdwan. We must take 
It as an Imperial ci^. I do not think that even three-quarters per 
Oent. will be necessary to meet the actual cost. It appears from the 
tReport of tlm Howrah Bridge Committee for 1916 that Rs. 3,85,000 
•was realised from the goods carried by the East Indian Railway 
(deducting Rs. 4,00,000 for poll) and from passengers on the Bengal- 
Nagpur Railway about Rs. 27,000. If taxation is levied* on goods 
»carrird by the Jlengal-Nagpur Railway that will yiM^ 2 lakhs of 
rupees, and ns there is a provision in the Bill itself for a contribution 
•of 5 lakhs by Government, we should have 10 lakhs from the railways 
•and the Government of Bengal. We will also rsaliM more than a lakh 
<of rupees from the feiry services, about Rs. 50,00b from the tax on 
wehidM and, assuming that we realise one-quarts per cent, from ^e 
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Howrah and Sooth Sxiburban Municipaiitiea, it will ' W 
Bn.; 2,2^,000. This will g^ive us a total at 14 lakhs, while we aetually 
i^uire only 13i lakhs. Therefore I submit, Sir, that there is no 
necessity whatever for iiuTeasiujr the ^ate from one-quarter per rent, 
as recommended by the Selec t Committee to three-quarters per cent, 
as suggested by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald, or to half per cent, as 
suggested by Mr. Guha. 


I am really sorry that although Mr. Donald is the Fiiiauoe Member 
of this Government, he ajipears to Iw a little inconsistent berause in 
the case of the cantilever tyi^e of bridge it was estimated to cost 
Rs. 31,70,000, but in tHis particular case he requires Rs. 13J lakhs. 
In the former case it was proposed to levy a tax of one per cent. ; is it 
necessaiy' to levy now thrce-cjuarters j>er cent, in this case? I 
do not think so. It is not even necessary to levy half jier cent, as 
suggested»by Mr. Guha. It is the trade and commerce • that is 
primarily interested in the reconstruction of the Howrah Bridge, 
Sir, and I think they, rather than the ordinary citisens of Calcutta, 
should bear this^burden of taxation. 


Then, Sir, I would draw your attention to the opinion expressed 
by one, for whose souihl opinion ^IJis Gracious Majesty has been 
pleased to apiKiint as a Member of the C^uiic'il of the Secretary' of 
State for India, — 1 mean the HonMde Mr. Surendra Nath Mallik. 
He has stated in his learned note of dissent to the rejnirt of the 
Finance C<uiiinittee : 


“ A new bridge lietween Calcutta and Howrah will serve not 
merely the jieople and trade of Calcutta and its neighbourhood, but 
also the thousands of jieople from outside who daily swann into the 
city to enjoy its amenities, and profit by the opportunities its affonls; 
it will also serve the enormous trade and commendal interests which 
radiate from Calcutta. In fact, its benefit to trade and commerce will 
far transcend the limits of the city or the province, and I maintain 
that the new bridge is •iiot merely a local necessity hut is a pro- 
vincial and an im|)erial concern. No s<’heme of finance which doe# 
not recognise this cardinal fact will ensure a ^’ust and equitable 
incident.” 


Hr. PRlilDiNTs Is that a long statement, ^r. AddyP 

Baku AMULYA DHONE AHOY: Just one more line and I shall 
have finished; ” . . . . and the proposal# of the Committee are, in my 
opinion, vitiated by their initial mistake of regarding the bridge only in 
the nature of a local improvement.” 

From this it would appear that it is not a loctsl improvement, it is an 
improvement for the benefit of the trade an^ commerce of Calcutta — nay. 
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1 may say I the whole of India; it is an improvement lor the benefit of 
the railway authorities ; and j[t is also an improvement lor the benefit 
the Government of Beng^al as well as the Government of India. 

Or. BIOHAN CHANDRA ROY: Sir, I believe there hai< been a 
motion — I was not present in the House — and also an amendment by 
Mr. Guha to reduce the tax proposed by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald from 
three-quarters to half per cent. When I came into the Chamber, Sir^ 
I found that there are instruments on the tables of the Hon’ble Mem- 
bers which are meant to cuitv their spoken words to the different parta 
of the House. May I sugffest that it is an i^sjioken word, which has 
been carried by the same instrument from the same source, which has 
made Mr. Guha propose the amendment for reducing the tax from three- 
quarters to half jier cent. 

An regards Mr. Birley’s speei'h, Sir, I was very much surprised 
to see that the s[>eech was merely the result of confused thought and 
bad logic. 1 do not know' what relation has village reconstruction 
with the present projKisal of fixing the taxation at onP-quarter or three- 
quarters i»er cent. Sir, may I ask w'here was his great admiration 
for village reconstriudion when he was proposing — or was a party to 
the projKisal — to give somo money out of the provincial revenues towards 
the construction of the Bally bridge, which was also of local import- 
ance. I ask him with pertinency what i elation has the Sealdah station 
on the Eastern Bengal Railway to the pro|K)sal of increasing the fares on 
the East Indian Railway or the Bengal-Nagpur Railw'ay. He has attacked 
Mr. Naliniranjan Sarker by saying that his tin of kerosine will cost 
him a little more than it cost before. But Mr. Naliniranjan Sarker 
says that he gets his tin from Sealdah and not from Howrah and he 
will not l)e impoverished thereby. But why do 1 say that his speech 
is the result of confused thought? Because he has tried to delude the 
members of this ('ouncil by saying that their tins of kerosine will 
cost them a little more. They are already paying the “ increased 
tak in that they are paying the iuci^ased cost. So that his argument 
that by raising the tax and in levying a tax of three-quarters per cent, 
we shall liave to |>a.V a little more for the tin of kerosine, is absolutely 
out of court. With regard to bad logic T have only one observation 
to make. He says that Calcutta has got to look after its owm affairs 
and that bridge will improve Calcutta. I ask him one question ; Wliat 
does he mean by ** Calcutta ”? Does he not mean by ** Calcutta the 
big palatial buildings of the firms which carry on trade in Clive Street 
and Strand R^d which will really be affected by the Howrah bridge f 
But if he #hs referring to the small land-holders or smaU hottae- 
owners in one of the obscure lanes, I may tell him that probably most 
of them have uever seen it, and they may hate no ooeasion to use it. But 
tl there had been a proposal^ by Mr. Birley or Government, that 




GOVERNMENT BlUiS. ■ 


1 #' 


tW people only who will mninly ue the hridse, gnd thratigh 
iifl0te activities Calcutta has gained ^e reputation of beinf tfc f 
city of the Empir^I mean the big traders, to whom practically 
Calcutta owes its reputation — I w(^Id certainly have supported 
Mr. Birley s pro|)osal of reducing the provincial taxation. But here is 
this proposal of increasing the tax-payer’s contribution from one- 
quarter to three-quarters i>er cent, in order that the provincial con- 
tribtttion might be lightened. Had there been no proi>osal for a bridge 
before this Council, then would not the provincial towns have been 
equally affected? Why do you take a parochial view of the matter 
and say it is only for Olcutta? I .say it is for the whole of India. 
And it is common knowledge that in the Select Committee we pressed 
Government time after time to ask the Government of India to con- 
tribute towards the upkeep and the construction of the Howrah 
bridge. find that I am not alone in this attitude of the matter. 
Mr. Campbell Forrester, who was also a member of tffe ^Select* 
Committee, seemed to think that although the Government 
of Bengal had |o far lieeii uiisuecessful, the reftisul of the Gov- 
emment of India to contribute towards the cost of the Howrah bridge 
was due to the fact that the bridge was going to he of a floating ty|>e, 
though they had agreed to contribuite if it hud Wen of a ])ermunent 
type. This logic is to mv mind absolutely*! ncomjuehensihle. 1 can- 
not follow what is mcniiit by the word “ ])ermanent ” in this matter. 
The present Howrah bridge which is a floating bridge has lasted for 

more than 50 years, and if only the Government of India were pressed, 

and I offer the Hon’ble Mr. Donald my service.s in that resjKM t — if he 
can convince the Government of India that after all the future Howrah 
bridge will serve the interests of the whole of India for the next 50 
years or more; I still think that the decided opinion of the Govern- 
ment of India may yet W nuKlifled. There is another jannt to which 
I would draw the attention of the members of this House: the Hon'ble 
Mr. Donald in his note of dissent says that it may W that the new 
appraisement of the coste may prove to lie less than what we have 
thought it to be. Well, in that case my projmsitiou is this: if we 
agree to on^half or three-cfuarters per e'en!, thqfe is no point in the 
auggeation that the Government of Bengal should go up to the Gov. 
eminent of India asking them to contribute. From that point of 
view alone I would stress the point that we# should stick to one- 
quarter per cent, for the present, and if the Government of India 
refused to give us help, the Government of Bengal should then bring 
in an amending Bill for raising the rate horn one-quarter to one-half 
jmr cent. 


Mn A* €• MmiMIII Mr. President. Sir. I should like to point^ 
out to the House that neither the Calcutta nfembert— memheri le- 
luuseiiiiiig Calcutta constitueiiciee— nor fhe membm coming from th# 



194 ^ OOyE:pNMENT BILtS. * [12th Jotf 

should lend their support to the Bill. I for myself .wBl 
oppose the Dill root and b^nch. I si^ that the Bill is not at aB 
necessary and 1 shall presently show why .l say so. But before I do 
so, I should like to point out to the House that Calcutta cannot affcnd 
to pay any more taxes. Only recently this House tacked on to t£e 
Corporation of Calcutta new areas, vis., Cossipore-Chitpore, Majucl&» 
tolla, and Garden Reach. Two of these areas at all events are not 
paying. One of them is a wilderness, I mean the Garden Reach area. 
Calcutta has got to bring these areas on to its own level. For that 
purpose large sums of money are required. Crores and crores of rupees 
have got to be spent before we can provide for the water-supply, drain- 
age, etc., of these areas: that means taxation. As a matter of fact 
up to now some of the added areas — areas which were added Jo 
Calcutta in 1888, such as, Entally, Reniapukur and Chetla sections — 
have not got the same amenities as old Calcutta: although in 1888, 
when these areas w'ere tacked on to Calcutta, an assurance was given 
that within six years these areas would be put on the same footing as 
Calcutta, as r(‘gaids civic amenities. Hut they have not been attended 
to yet. Why? Be<ause there were no funds available. It cannot 
be said that the Calcutta Corporation wasted its money, that there 
was bad administration of its fundi^ ; for after c^ill it is the members of 
the Civil Service — the Ni fallible heaven-born service — who ruled 
Calcutta till two or three years ago, supported by Olive Street. So 
w'ith all the resources of a civilian brain the Calcutta (Corporation have 
not been able to give the ordinary amenities to areas added on to it 
so long ago us 1888, and that because they have not got the moUfey. 
Does it now lie in the mouth of any one to say that we should tax 
Calcutta for the Howrah bridge which means that we should rob 
Calcutta, new and old, of the amenities to which it is entitled? We 
have not been able t<» give primary education to the bustee people: 
we have not been able to provide good water-supply for them : we have 
not been able to make provision for a cheaper milk-supply: nor have 
we been able to bring medical relief to the door of the poor bustee 
people — and the majority of these people are '’Muhammadans, for want 
of funds. The Calcnttu Corporation want to help these bustee people 
and you w^ant to pretvent them from doing their duty towards these 
poor citisens by depriving them of a portion of their income. That 
certainly should not he permitted to be done. Now, Sir, as regards 
the mufassal, the Hoit'ble Mr. Birley ns well as the Hon'hle Mr. 
Donald have t<dd us that if we can save a couple of lakhs of rupees 
from the provincial revenues by taxing Calcutta more heavily, Govw 
emment will be able to allocate such saving for purposes of improva* 
ment in the nfi'fassal. May 1 ask since when has this sympathy bean 
developed by Goveqiment for the mufassal? The muh^md has Ipjeen 
under their step motherly care for the last 200 years. During this 
period the ^ater*su)^ly ^s diminished in the mufasml — ^the mnfaeiat 
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w|||i» tlim were pai$tdai elmost in eveiy vUliiqie witliout nMj 
atlfljlgenieiit lor education — the mulaMal where there were 
whie medical relief to the people the||i hae no medical relief to* 
day. Ton have had the whole of the mnfassal revenue lor eloee upon 
two eenturiee to administer. And wha^have you done to give relief 
to the mufassal people? Sad to tell that what they had has beeih 
taken away from them and now you wish to dehide them by eaying' 
that it is for the benefit of the mufassal people that ^ou are taxing' 
Calcutta. It is certainly dragging a red herring across the trail. ItJ 
is the old principle of divide and rule — the same old principle which 
you have so successfully applied in embittering Htndu-Moslem feelings. 
It teems that you have fipind in Mr. Guha a great champion for the 
half per cent, additional taxation of ('alcutta: I do not know whether 
Mr. Priynnath Guha represents the mufassal or Calcutta. In fact T 
do not know whom he represents. He reminds me of that great con* 
federacy — that coiif<Hlerary of great renown — I mean the three 

Tailors of tooley Street. He has told us, Sir, he has appeliled «to 
his mufassal brethren not to vote for (he liencfit of the Calcutta people, 
but they will, I am sure, understand his motive. They can sec 
through his game which after all is the game of the Government 
which he has been put up to pluv. 

.• • . 

I certainly do not think, as 1 hafe suid^it the outset, that any 
bridge is at all iie<essary. And in this I am siipinirted by no less an 
authority than a great Kngineer and a S<'ot(‘hman to bcmt, and aa 
such I think his opinion will ( onimand more resjHM't from the Hon’ble< 
Mr. Donald. He is the ('hief Kiigineer of the Calcutta CorimrationH 
He has told many of us that this bridge ran l>e kept going ediciently 
for another 2o years and more. It is like a Ford Car. You have only 
got to change the jauts and it will give service for ever so long,. 
Cnder these circumstances neither the mufassal raemliers nor the* 
Calcutta members need vote for the Bill at all. They should oppose* 
the Bill root and branch. We do not want a new bridge. Have a. 
cantilever bridge by all means if you can afford it. But wait till 
you get the Government India on its knees. They are as much 
interested as the Government of Bengal, but they will not pay. 

Then, Sir, I do not understand why the Bengnl*Nagpur Raihray 
should not (contribute anything. 

Mr. MiilOENTs That question is not before the Council now. 
You abould not refer to it. 

Mr. A. e. MNEMEEs We can afford to wait for another 10 or 
15 years till the Government of India comes to terms with us. Tin* 
dmihtf^y another bridge will give tie better amenities, but it is not 
so very urgent as it has been attempted to raake*out. Let us have 
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th« Government of India come to terms. Let them more reasonable 
«nd make their contribution. We can wait till it does so, and until 
that is done I do not thinl we should be hurried into passing ^ 
which means additional taxation to mufassal no less than to Calcutta. 

f 

KHAJE NAZIMUDDINs Sir, the arguments that have been 
advanced by the representatives of the Calcutta people are that they 
nre already groaning under municipal taxation and that it is already 
very high and therefore they cannot afford to bear any further taxa- 
tion. The last speaker has dwelt a great deal on the hardship of the 
•Calcutta people especially that the Calcutta Corporation cannot make 
uny kind of improvements or give any benefits to the areas that had 
been added sometime ago. As far as these areas are concerned I be- 
lieve the addition t)f J per cent, will not affect them very much, because 
at present the Corporation tax is about 19J per cent. They are not 
coHtemf>lating to increase it to 20 per cent. Their income will remain 
the same and, therefore, whatever they may have to give to these areas 
will have to be given from 19^ per cent. This additional f per cent, 
will not tell upon the people of Calcutta very much. But the mufas- 
sal people are already heavily taxed as also all municipalities anii 
District Boards. Sir, the whole (fuestion is Miat the people of Calcutta 
will derive all the advantages and benefit from the bridge and it is 
therefore fair and reasonable that the people of Calcutta should bear 
the greater portion of the cost. Sir, the constituency which I have 
the honour to represent here in this Council will not understand why 
they should be called upon to contribute for a bridge that is going 
to be constructed in Calcutta and for the benefit of Calcutta. Therefore 
it seems to me that it would be reasonable if the town of Calcutta 
•should contribute three-fourths and the rest of the province only the 
remainder that is one-fourth. 

M«lllvi SAYYED SULTAN ALI: It is a matter of great regret 
that almost all the non-ofiiciul speakers (i| this House have tried to 
•save Calcutta at the cost of mufassal. The hon*ble speakers con- 
veniently forget tlyU Calcutta will derive the greatest benefit by the 
bridge. Although they have totally failed to show that mufassal will 
be greatly or at least equally benefited still they maintain that mufas- 
«al should pay at least hall if not }. Sir, as the mufassal people will 
get very little benefit it should have been entirely excluded, in any 
case it ought not to contribute more than | as suggested by the H(m*ble 
Finance Member. Sir, one argument has been put forward by almost 
mil ^e speakers that Calcutta cannot pay any more. If Cakutbi pM^e 
are to live in liipturlous style, make immense profit out of builiiiM 
lands and houses it must pay more. It is no argument to say that 
Calcutta has paid in variops ways and cannot pay any move. 
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' motion that in clauae 8 (i), line 1, for the words one-quarter '' 
words ** three-quarters be substituted being put a division was 
taken with the following result : — 


AYit.* 


AImmS, Mamwi TaysMSIa. 

AH, Maiilvi toyyts Siiltaii. 
eartM, Mr. H. 

•Iiley, tlw Nmi’M# Mr. L. 

ClMaSlHiri, llM NawaS BahaSar 

•aiyiS NaaraS Ali, KHaii SaSaSar. 

OSilS, Mr. N. N. 

C aaptr, Mr. 0. •. 

Orawf^ Mr. T. C. • 

Oaa, llai aaSaSar Anar Nats. 

Oavla, Mr. a Oaupar. 

Oa, Mr. K. C. 

OoiiaM, llM Haa'Ma Mr. 4. 

OriHiiniafMl, Mr. 4. 0. 

Faraaui, Khan Baliaaiir K. Q. M. 

FarrMtar, Mr. 4. Campbalt. 

CiNitnavl, Nadji Mr. A. K. Aba Ahaiad 
Khan. 

Haq, Khan Sahadar Kati Zahiraf. 

Maard. Ma|ar Oanaral wtahard. 

Nadgtan, Mr. n. C. 

Hass, Mr. a F. 

Naphyna, Mr. W. S. 


Haaaain, Naanh MaaHarrsf. KHmi HslMeHrii 
Has, Maatai Ihraaial. 
daaaaaay, Mr. J. H. 

Lai Mahajamadf Haji. 

Liadtay, Mr. J. H. 

Maaih, Mr. tyad M. 

MaAlplh, Mr. M. e. 

MaKaada, Mr. 0. F. 

Maharty, Mr. A. H. 

Maraaa, Or. H. W. B. 

Haiiaiaddia, Khaja. 

Fattaraaa, Mr. 0. 0. 

Fhli^. Mr. 4. V. 

Qaadar, Maaivi Ahdal. 

Bahlm, Sir AlHMir>. 

Ray, Baha HafaiMlra Harayaa. * • 

Ray. lha Han'bit Maharaja Bahadar 
Kihaamth Chandra, at Hadla. 

Ray, Mr. S. H. 
timpaan, Mr. 4. W. A. 

•teplaian, Mr. H. S. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

•Wilaan, Mr. R. B. 
a 


NOEt. 


Addy, Baba Amulya Dhanr. 

Abaniad. Mauivi Aalaiuddin. 

Ahmad, Mautvl Zannaar. 

Basahi, Babv Ramaa Chandra. 
BanarjM, Or. Framatlianath. 

Banarjaa, Baba Satya Kiahart. 
Banarjaa, Mr. A. C. 

Btawat, Mr. Abdal Latif. 

B a aa, Baba Bajay Krithaa. 
Chakravarti, Mr. Byambaa. 
Chabravarty, Baba tadaraan. 
Chaadhinrl, Maaivi Saiyad Abdar Rab. 
Ch aw di r , Mr. Mlrmal Chandra. 

Daa, Baba Cbara Chandra. 

Oaa, Or. Mabini Mahan. 

Bay, Baba B a r ada Fraaad. 

Bafar, Maidvi Abdal. 

Oansaly, Baba Kba B tnd r a Nath. 
Baa nha, Nai Bahadar Badridaa. 

Baba, Mr. F. N. 

Haidar, Mr. B. N. 

H a s aa , MaaM Sayadai. 

Haaialn, Maaivi Wahad. 

Mas, Mr. Mahbabat. 
daariar, Maaivi Aftab Waaaaln. 
Kbailaa, Baba Babi FraaaC 
fChaa, Baba B iband ra Lai. 

Khaii, Maaivi Abdar Naaahii. 


! Khan, Mauivi Amanat. 

Khan, Mauivi Mahi Uddin. 

Mahammad, Mauivi Bavar. 

Malty, Babu Mabaadra Nath, 

Mitra, babu dagandra Hath. 

Mittar, Sir Fravaah Chundtr. 

Mubarjaa, Babu Tarabnatb. 

Mubarji, Mr. S. C. 

Haabtr, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Raibat, Mr. Fraaanna Oab. 

Ray, Babu Abanlah Chandra. 

Ray, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Ray, Or. Kamud Sanbar. 

Ray Gbaudhuri, Mr. K. 0. 

Ray, Oabd Manauiiba Hath. 

Ray, Oabu Saiaaarripati. 

Rvy, Or. BidbaiBObaJidra. 

Ray, Mr. 0. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran Sanbar. 

Ray, Rbja MafMah Slnsb, af ObahdlfM. 

Ray cOjandhiiiJ, Nai Oabadur Satyvdrs 
Nath. 

Sarhar, Babv Hamante Kvaiar. 

Sarbar, Babv NaliniraRiSR. 
taM H al , Mr. B. N. 

San, Mr. N. C. 

San Bvptn, Mr. 4, M. 

Svbravardy, Mr. H. B. 


The Ayes being 43 and the Noes bb, the motion was lost. 
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Ikl motion that in clause 8 (i), line 1, for the words ** on^uarter '' 
the words “ one-half '' be enb^tuted was then put and a division 
taken with the following recult 


^ AYff. 


Memvi Ta y tSee i ia, 

AMf liseivi SayyMl Seltaii. 

Siflia. Mr. H. 

•iney, tlM Hm'Ms Mr. L. 
easeeaiirt, tat hoh'si* nawas ■aiiasvr 
•aiyiS lUwab AH, Khan sahasiir* 

OMMt Mr. R. H. 

S s ap tr, Mr. C. Q. 

Orswfori, Mr. T. 0. 

Ait, Sabu caaru Chandra. 

Dat, ftal sahadiir A mar Nath. 

Oavit, Mr. 4. Oaititr. 

At, Mr. K. 0. 

DanaM, tht Han'Mt Mr. 4. 

Drummond, Mr. 4. 0. 

( Paroeiii, Khan Sahadur K. a. M. 

Porrottor, Mr. 4. OampbtU. 

Ohutnavl, Nadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmtd 
Khan. 

eotnka, Rai Sahadur Badridat. 

Quba, Mr. P. N. 

Has, Khan Bahadur Kaii Zahirul. 

Htard, Major Oonoral Riehard. 

Hodston, Mr. R. C. 

NiSB. Mr. a P. 

Hophynt, Mr. W. B. 

Hootaifi, Nawab Muoharruf, Khan Bahadur. 


Hub, Hauivi BkranNil. 

4onnaoray, Mr. 4. H. 

Khaitan, Sabu OoM Protad. 

Lai Mahammod, HaJI. 

Lindtay, Mr. 4. H. 

Matih, Mr. Byod M. 

MoAlpin, Mr. M. s. 

MoKomto, Mr. 0. P. 

Mobony, Ml.. A. N. 

Morono, Or. H. W. B. 

MukorJi, Mr. B. 0. 

Naiimuddin, Khajo. 

Patttrton, Mr. D. C. 

•hlllp, Mr. 4. Y. 

Quadtr, Mauivi Abdul. 

Rahim, Sir Abdmi^. 

Railmt, Mr. Pratanna Dob. 

Ray, Babu Naiondra Narayan. 

Ray, tho Hon'blo Maharaja Bahamir 
Kthaunith Chandrk, of Nadia. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Roy, Mr. B. N. 

Roy, Raja l^niloll Blnth, of Chakdlehl. 
Bimpton, Mr. 4. W. A. 

Btapitton, Mr. H. E. 

Travtrt, Mr. W. L. 

Wilton, Mr. R. B. 


NOES. 


Addy, Babu Amuiya Ohont. 

Ahamad, Maulvl Atimuddln. 

Ahmtd, Maulvl lannoor. 

Bacthl, Sabu Romtt Chandra. 
Bantrjta, Or. Pramathanath. 

Bantrjot, Babu Batya Kithoro. 
Banorjto, Mr. A. C. 

Batu, Babu Barat Chandra. 

Bitwat, Mr. Abdul Lailf. 

Bott, Babu Bojoy Krithna. 
ChahravartI, Mr. Byomkot. 
Chakravorty, Babu Budartan. 
Chaudhuri, MautYl Balyod Abdur Rob. 
Chundtr, Mr. Nirmal Chandra. 

Oat, Or. Mohini Mohan. 

Dty, Babu Boroda Prottd. 

Batur, Mauivi Abdul. 

Banguly, Babu Khaeondra Nath. 

Haidar, Mr. B. N. 

hob, Bhah Byod Bmdadui. 

HoBUt, Mauivi Uytdiri. 

Hottain, Mauivi Wahod. 
nub, Mr. MahbubuL 
loardar, Maulvl 4ftab Hottain. 

Khan, Babu Oobandra UL 
Khan, Mauivi Abdur Aftohid. 


Khan, Mauivi Amanat. 

Khan, Mauivi Mahi Uddin. 

Mahammad, Mauivi Batar. 

Maity, Babu Mahtndra Nath. 

Miira, Babu 4ogtndra Nath. 

Mittor, Bir Provaah Chundtr. 

Muktrjta, Babu Taraknath. 

Natktr, Babu Horn Chandra. 

Ray, Babu Abanitb Chandra. 

Ray, Babu Burtndra Nath. 

Ray, Or. Kpmud Bankar. 

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Babu BatoowHpati. 

Roy, Or. Bidhan Chandra^ 

Roy, Mr. 0. N. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Bankar. 

Roy^^ChoudhttH, Rai Bahadur Batyondm 

Barkar, Babu Homanta Kumar. 

Barkor, Babu Naliniranjan. 

Batmal, Mr. B. N. 

Bon. Mr. N. C, 

Bon Bupta, Mr. 4. M. 

Buhrauardy, Mr. H. i. 

Tarafdar, Mauivi Ra|tb OdMn. 


Tk* Aytm being 61 and the Noes 60 the motion wu carried. 
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b# fitted. 

Uiidel' this sub-clause it is proposed to a tai^ of not more tban 
one- quarter per cent, on tbe annual ratable value of holdings situated 
within the municipalities of Howrah altd Tollygunge and within the 
South Subarban Municipality. We all know tbe insanitary C4)ndiiion 
of Howrah and therefore there is a proposal to take Howrah under the 
operations of the Calcutta Improvement Trust and I am informed they 
will require about a crore of rupees for the drainage and other improve- 
ments of Howrah. The amount of rates prevailing there ranges from 
24 to 28 J per cent. In Calcutta it is 19 J per cent. I therefore beg to 
submit that though Howfah is intereste<] in the construction of this 
bridge, having regard to the fact that the existing rates levied on the 
rate-payers of Howrah are prohibitive in coniparisun with Calcutta « they 
should be exempted from the payment of this tax, especially as in the 
case of Calcutta the rate has been increased from Jth to J i^r cent. 
I also fail to understand as t(» why the inhabitants of the South 
Suburban and Tollygunge Municipalities have been culled upon to 
contribute toward# the cost of this bridge, since the nearest distances 
of the S<»uth Suburban and Tollygunge Municipalities from the HouTah 
bridge are 8 and 7 miles Respect iveljt Though Haranagor and Eamar- 
bnfi are only four miles fro(;i the hildge fhgre is no proposal to tax 
the pecjple of these places, and in that case I submit there is no 
justificati(m for levying such a tax on the poor inhabitants of Tolly- 
gunge and Behala. 


The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: sir, no valid reasons have beeu 
adduced to exempt these municipalities from the payment of this tax 
and 1 therefore oppose the amendment. 

The motion of Hnhu Amulya Dhone Addy was then put and lost. 

The Hon’ble Mr. d. QDNALD: May I have your permission, Sir, 
amend my amendment, following the decision arrived at by the 
Council on the last claused 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

The HofPhie Mr. d. DONALD: 1 beg to move that in clause 8 (ti), 
line 1 , for the words ** one-quarter the words “ one-haU ** be 
substituted. 

All the suburban municipalities and Howrah in particular are 
interested in the bridge and it is fair that they should pay ibeir sbare. 

♦ 14 ▲ 
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The motipii was then put and a division taken. 


. [12th JvLf 


AYES. 


AiMttf, Maiifvi TaytSiidtfiii. ^ 

AJi, Mawlvi tayirtA Sultan. 

■arlMi, Mr. H. 

SMiy, tat Htn'SIt Mr. I» 

8lliU» Mr. R. H. 

•alitii, Mr. 0. 4. 

SaoiMr, Mr. 0. Q. 

Sraaiftrd|, Mr. T. C. 

Sail Saw CHaru Chandra. 

Sat, llai Sahadur A mar Nath. 

Savit, Mr. 4. Ctui>tr. 

St, Mr. K. C. 

BtnaM, tht Mtn'bli Mr. 4. 

Orummtnd, Mr. 4. 0. 
rartqui, Khan Sahadur K. 0. M. 
rtrrtittr, Mr. 4. Oamphtli. 

Shtiinavi, Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmtd 

Kl|hn. 

Sttnha, Hai Bahadur Badridat. 

Suha, Mr. P. N. 

nau, Khan Bahadur Kaii lahirul. 

Stard, Majtr Otntral Riohard. 

HtdBttn, Mr. R. C. 

NtBS. Mr. a P. 

HtRliynt, Mr. W. I. 

Ntttain, Nawab Mutharruf, Khan Bahadi^r. | 


Nuq, Mauivi Chraaiul. 

4tnnaway, Mr. 4. H. 

Khaitan, Babu Otbi Prttad. 

Lai MahaiBintd, Haji. 

Lindtay, Mr. 4. H. 

Matih, Mr. Sytd M. 

MtAlpin, Mr. M. C. 

MeKtiult, Mr. 0. P. 

Mtbtrly, Mr. A. N. 

Mtrtnt, Or. H. W. B. 

Muittrji, Mr. S. C. 

NaUmuddin, Khajt. 

Paittrttn, Mr. D. C. 

Philip, Mr. 4. Y. 

Quadtr, Mauivi Abdul. 

Ray, Babu Naftndra Narayan. 

Ray, tht Htn'bit Maharpjn Bahadur 
Kthaunlth Chandra, tf Nadia. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Rty, Mr. S. N. 

Rty, Raja ManlltH llngh, tf Chakdtshl. 
SImpttn, Mr. 4. W. L, 

SUpItttn, Mr. H. E. 

Trawtrt, Mr. W. L. 

Wiittn, Mr^ R. B. 


NOES. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Dhtnt. 

Ahamad, Mauivi Aiimuddin. 

Ahmtd, Mauivi Zannotr. 

Basthl, Babu Rtmtt Chandra. 
Bantrjta, Or. Pramathanath. 

Bantrjtt, Mr, A. 0. 

Batu, Babu Barat Chandra. 

Bitwat, Mr. Abdul Latif. 

Bttt, Babu Btjty Krishna. 
ChakravartI, Mr. Bytmktt. 
Chakravtrty, Babu Sudartan. 
Chaudhuri, Mauivi Saiytd Abdur Rtb. 
Chtwdhury, Mauivi Faslal Karim. 
BhBlldtr, Mr. Nirmal Chandra. 

Oat, Or. Mthim Mahan. 

Oty, Babu Btrtdl Prttad. 

Bafur, Mauivi Abdul. 

Banfuly, Babu Kha«tndra Nath. 
Haidar, Mr. t. N. 

Ntsut, Mauivi Baytdul. 

Ntttain, Mauivi Wahtd. 

Nub, Mr. Mahbubul. < 

4tardar, Mauivi Aftab Ntttain. 

Khan, Babu Otbt n dra Lai. 

Khan, Mauivi Abdur Ratthid. 

RbaA, Mauiv i Amanat 


Khan, Mauivi Mahi Uddin. 

Mahammad. Mauivi Batar. 

Maity, Babu Mahtndra Nath. 

Mitra, Babu 4oBtndra Nath. 

Mitttr, Sir Provath Chundtr. 

Muktrjta, Babu Taraknath. 

Natktr, Babu Htm Chandra. 

Raikat, Mr Pratanna Otb. 

Ray, Babu Abanith Chandra. 

Ray, Babu Surtndra Nath. 

Ray, Or. Kumud Sankar. 

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Babu BattowHpati. 

Roy, Or, Aidhan CbamRa. 

Roy, Mr. 0. N. 

Rty, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Roy Chtudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satytndru 
Nath. 

Sarkar. Babu Nomanta Kumar. 

Sarktr, Babu Naliniranjan. 

Satmal, Mr. B. N. 

Son, Mr. N. C. 

Son Bupta, Mr. 4. M. 

Subrauardy, Mr. H. B. 

Tarafdar, Mauivi Rajib Uddin. 


Ur. rRt8IO|NTl It appear, that the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 
las Totad in both the lobbies. Has the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur aar- 
to sayP ^ 
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tk* Numb Bahadur tAIYlO NAWAB ALl OHAUDHURI, 

Khap Bahadurt I only came through the ^anKage into the Chamber. 


Mr. PRCtfDENT: Anyway ae you the ** teller ** while the 

dirisioii wa* etill in progi'ess, the teller had no option but to record 
your vote. I am sorry I am compelled in the circumstances to direct 
that the Hon’hle Nawab Bahadur's vote must be expunged from bolh 
side. The result is: 


For the amendment 49 agoiust the amendment 50, the motion of 
the Hon’bie Mr. J. Donald is therefore lost. 


The Haa'M. Mr. J. o5nALDi I beg to move that in clause 8 (tM)| 
line 1, after the woitls “ a tax of ” the words “ not more than be 
inserted. 

This is jk pure drafting amendment and it makes no alteration in 
substance. 


Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERdEA: Is there not an essential 
difference Wtween the two!* 


Tha Hon’ble Mr. d. DONALD: llhere is no difference ut all. There 
is provi.sion to vary the rate, hut tins meraly makes the drafting of 
the vari(»us clauses similar to one another. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

BMlu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I beg to move that in 

clause 8 iiii), line 1, after the word ** goods the words ** except 

salt, coal and coke " he inserted. 

It will appear that under this sul^•c]ause there is a proposal to levy 

a tax of 2 pies on every maund of gcwids carried on the East Indian 

Railway. My proposal is that certain goods may he exempted from 
this taxation, namely, salt, coal and coke. We all know that salt is 
absolutely necessary to the people and esj>eciBUy the poorest of the 
poor. Therefore, they should he exempte<l from further taxation. In 
the case of coal, there is a good depression of trade, and, as will appear 
from the report of the Indian Coal Committee of 1925, owing to this 
depression about half of the collieries, especially second class collieries, 
have been closed. The ex{>ort of to foreipi countries has been 
going down from year to year. In the year 19^, as will appear from 
page *194 of that report, the total quantity of coal exported from 
Calcutta to foreign countries was 2,401,000 tons. In the year 1922-*^ 
in the course of two years — it came down to 9,04,000 tons. In the 
year 1923 it went up to ],0ti3,000 tons. As regards the existing rate 
of Irei^t of coal from Jheria to Howrah, you will be astonished to 
leam that there has been an increase in the rate* of freight by 4b per 
cent, during the last 12 years. In 1913^ it was Es. 3*2 per ton; 
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in 1^17 flie terminal charge wa« two annas per ton; in 1922 the rate 
of freigU was Rs. 4 and po addition there wag a terminal aharge of 
4 annf^; in^l924 the rate was increased to Rs, 4-8-6. So we see, Sir, 
that during the last 12 yearst the rate of' freight has been increased 
from Re. 3-2-0 to Bs. 4-8-6 per ton. In the original Bill salt was exempt- 
ed but I fail to understand as to why the Select Committee haye thought 
it fit not to exclude salt and coal from the tax. Under the Howarh 
Bridge Act of 1871 there was no exemption but the local Government 
was authorised to give exemption from time to time on the repreiienta- 
tion of the mercantile community of Calcutta, and the Government of 
Bengal were pleased to exempt coal from the tax and it has been so 
8in^e the year 1877. In the case of other goods a rate of two pies per 
maund is not heavy but rather moderate but in the case of coal it is 
a heavy one, because the ordinary price of second grade coal is 
Rs. 7-8-0 per ton and there a tax of two pice means 4 per cent, on 
coaJ and 3 pice on coke should be expunged as it would be very heavy. 
As regards coal 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please make your statement bi4et, a.s the Hon’ble 
Mr. Donald has got a similar amendment to move. 

BMIU AMULYA DHONE ADpV: The Coi*poration of Calcutta have 
resolved that not only co&l and salt but coke also should he exempted 
from the tax and I hope Government tiill accept it. 

Thf Hon’ble Mr. «|. DONALD: I beg to move that in clause 
8 (iti), lim* 1, after the word “goods” the words “except salt, 
manganese ore and coal ” be inserted. 

These particular items of goods were in the original Bill but the 
Select Committee removed them; I do not know or remember why. 
Salt and coal are already exempted and the exclusion of manganese 
ore also will make no difference to the revenue. Manganese is princi- 
pally carried by the Bengal-Nagpur Railway and if it is taxed on this 
side it will go the other way to Bombay. This amendment brings in 
the Bengai-Kagpux Railway which is the subject of the next amend- 
ment, an amendment for which 1 believe there is considerable support 
and I am prepared t6 accept it if the present amendment is agreed to. 
The exclusion of manganese ore i.s not going to affect the financial 
position. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May I know if he means that it 
won't affect our financial position whether we levy a tax on manganese 
or not. 

TN Hon^M Mr. d. DONALD: Yes. Manganese will go the other 
way if we do impoMe the tax and we will lose the trade. 

MNl DMI PRMAD KHAITANt There is just one question whi<di 
I wou)d like to ask the Hou'ble Mr. Donald as regards the amendment 
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iilMtker or not he thinks that coke it inelnded in ebnl. W* 1 n^ idways 
thivagb^ that coke is one form of coal . l^it the ambi|(y tjr tifkioll luM 
arisen is simply due to the fact that Babu Amidya Bhona.iMily Has 
specially mentioned the word coke *’ mhereas the Hon’hle Htt lkm.ald 
has used the word “ coal In commercial terminology* these two 
terms are th^ same and 1 hope Government will be pleased to' Mle that 
coke is also exempted from taxation. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Mr. Donald, can you answer the question wh^her 
coke is included in coal? . * 

• 

TiiC HOfi’Sla Mr. 4t DONALD: I do not think so, but I do not mind 
accepting that particular |H)int. I do not think it will affect our revenue 
very much. 

Baliu DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN: May I have your |>enfliis8iigi to* 
move that the words “ and coke ” be added to the amendment of the 
Hon’ble Mr. Dor^ld? 

The HOfi’bIt Mr. i. DONALD: It is really a combination of the 
two amendments. • 

Babll AMULYA DHONE ADDY: 1 l>eg to withdraw my amend- 
ment in favcmr of the amendment of the Hoii’ble Mr. Donald provided 
he lie goml enough to include “ coke 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: I have no obje<'tion. 

The motion of Babu Amulya Dboue Addy was then, by leave of 
the Council, withdrawn. 

The following motion was then put and agreed to: — 

** That in clause 8 (nO, line 1, after the word ** goods ’* the words 
** except salt, manganese^ ore, <*oal and coke be inserted. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERdEA: I beg to move that in cUntse 
8 {in), line 2, after the words “ East Indian •Railway the words 
** and the Bengal-Nagpur Railway ” be inserted. 

Sir, the Finance Committee proposed that tjje Bengal>Nag|)ur Rail- 
way should be included in the list of bodies mentioned in the Bill- 
When opinions were invited on the proposals of the Finance Committee, 
all public bodies agreed to the inclusion of the Ben^l-Kagpur RaiL 
way. Even the Agent of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway himself did not 
object. But then the paternal Government stepped in and the Bengal* 
Nagpur Railway was excluded. 1 do not know the reason why. 
Perhaps the reason which weighed with the Go^mment of India was 
that the Bengal«Nagpur Railway was <Pcompany*managed railway. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not really quite follow you. Are you 
referring to what happened ip the Select Committee? • 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH [l|/tNERilEAs No, I am only making 
}(,*eneral remarks. I refer to the Finance Committee’s proceedings; 
The Government of India stepped in and wanted to exclude the Bengal- 
Nagpur Bail way. 1 do not know what the reason was. When the exist- 
ing Howrah bridge was built, the Bengal-Nagpur Railway had not come 
into existence. Therefore, in the first Act that railway was not included. 
But whftn the Bengal-Nagpur Railway was constructed, a lump sum 
was obtained from it in lieu of the tax levied on the passengers and 
goods carried by that railway. Now, even this lump sum has been 
excluded from the present Bill; and the reasons have not been assigned. 
It seems that the Government of India are willing to encourage 

Mr. FIRESIDE NT: Grder, order. I think the original Bill included 
* the •Bengal-Nagpur Railway. It is the Select Committee which pro- 
posed its exclusion. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: Yes, Sir^ but we are at 

present considering the Bill as amended by the Select Committee. 

* c 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Whf^' do you drag in the Government of India. 
You must confine your remarks to the recommendations of the Select 
Committee. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERilEA; All right, Sir. The Bill, 
as it stands, does not include the Bengal-Nagpur Railway. I do not 
know what the exact reasons are, and I am not permitted to disclose 
what I know. But it seems to me that there is in some quarters a 
desire to favour the Bengal-Nagpur Railway, which is a company- 
managed railway, at the expense of the East Indian Railway, which 
is a State-managed railway. This is not right. I hope Government 
will accept my amendment. 

BalHl AMULYA DHONE ADDY: 1 beg to support the amendment 
which has been moved by Dr. Pramaihanath Banerjea. It will appear 
from the Bill that thefe is a proposal 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Have you anything new to .say? 

iilNI AMULYA DHONE ADDY; Yes, Sir. Under the original 
Bill goods carried by the East Indian Railway and the Eastern Bengal 
Railway are snbjeot to a tax. There is justification in exempting goods 
on the Basted Bengal Railway because goods are unloaded not at 
Howrah in that ca%e, but there does not appear any justification what- 
ever for exempting goods carried by the Bengal-Nagpur Railway. I 
am informed by a member of the Select Committee that thny were 
under a misapprehension ^ 
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t Mr. PRESIDENT I I cannot allow Id refer to wkttt o moaiber 

tibe Select Committee told you. 

Mni AMULYA DHONE ADDYt however it k genevally olle^ 
that goods from the Bengal-Nagpur Railway are unloaded at Shalimar 
and not at Howrah. But I beg to submit that it is only goods which 
are exported to Kidder}K)re Docks that paas through the Shalimaf 
station. In the case of gtxKis on the East Indian Railway, they pasa 
through Naihati and Senldnh junctions to the Kidderjmre l^ks but 
goods carried by the Bengnl-Nagjmr Railway go to Howrah, and 
therefore as both the milwuys will be benefit e<l considerably 1 hope 
the Bengal-Nagpur Railway will lie included. 

TIid Hofl'Mu Mf« il. DONALD: There is a gmul deal to be said for 
this amendment. Provi.sion for this was made in the origiiit^ Bill but 
by the Selwt Committee’.'* decision for a bridge of the cheajiest design* 
this had to go out in view of the attitude of the Government of India. 
However it wa«»u case of tr\ and try again and I urn pit*pared to 
accept the amendment. 

• • 

Babu DEBI PROSAD KHAITAR: May* I have your permission to 
sjieak although the Government Meml)er has already replied 
Although Government have accepte<f this amendment the House haa 
not done so yet and I want to show why this amendment should not 
be accepted in spite of Government’s acceptance of it. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: You ought to have caught my eye earlier. 

The motion that in clause 8 (iVi), line 2, after the words “ East 
Indian Railway ” the words ** and the BengaKNagpur Railway '* bw 
inserted, was then put and agreed to. 

The following motion ^was not put as it was covered by the foregoing’ 
c^rcision of tbe Council : — 

BNto AMULYA DHONE ADDY to move tliat in clause 8 (fff\ 
line 2, alter the word Railway the words and the Bengal*- 
Nagpur Railway be inserted.” 

Tilt HtiPIMt Mr* 4, DONALD: 1 beg to move that in clauae 8 
line 1, after the words ** a tax of ” the words ” not more than ” be- 
inserted. 

This is the same drafting amendment to which 1 referred in con*' 
nection with danse B. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Mni AMULYA OHONI ADOY: Sir, I beg to mw* that in 

clause 8 (tv), lines 1 and 2, for the wonfc “ that Railway ” tite words 
“those Railways” be substituted. It is merely a consequential 
amendmeat. « 


The motion was put and agreed to. 


BMW AMULYA DHONB ADOY: Sir, I beg to more that in the 
• proviso to clause 8 (iv), line 3, for the word “ six ” the word “ four ” 
' l)e substituted. 

It will appear from the proviso that the tax on passengers taking 
. suburban season tickets may be calculated at the rate of six annas per 
mensem, and my suggestion is that this may be reduced to four annas. 
We all know that these passengers belong to working classes— mainly 
•clerks and they cannot afford to pay six annas in addition to the 
..SIX ftnnas for each ticket which is payable to the Calcutta' Improve- 
ment Trust. It was further intended that these passengers should be 
•exempted from all taxation whatever. I, tlierefore, suggest that the 
amount be reduced from six annas to four annas. ‘ 

The motion was then put and a division taken with the followinir 
rf suit : — < * 


AYES. 


Atftfy, Babu AmuJya Oh^nr. 

Ahaiiiad. Mauivi Aiimudbiii. 

Abrnta, Mauivi lannooi 
Baitbl, Babu RamM CbaiNlra. 
aabtfiaa, Or. Braraatliaiiatb. 

BanBTiM, Mr. A. C. 

AMU, Babu Barat Chandra. 

Blmt, Mr. Abdul utif. 

Saaa, Babu Bajay Krishna. 
Cbakravarty, Babu tudaraan. 
Cbaudburi, Mauivi Baiyad Abdur Rab. 
Ohaudhury, Mauivi Md. Nurul Nuq. 
«hundar, Mr. Nirmal Chandra. 

Maa» Or. Mabini Mahan. 

Oay, Babu B ara da Rraaad. 

Oafur, Mauivi AbBil. 
ttauBuly, Babu Khatandra Nath. 
!NaHlar, Mr. B. N. 

Ylau, Bbab Byad Kmdadut. 
ttoRua, Maaiai Bayadul. 

Haasaln, Mauivi Wabad. 

Mub, Mr. Mabbubttl. 

•Baardar, Mauivi Aftab Naaaain. 

BCban, Babu P a bandra uu 
tKban, Mauivi Abdur Ratabid. 


Khan, Mauivi Amanat. 

Khan, Mauivi Mahi Uddin. 

Mahammad, Mauivi Batar. 

Maity, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

Mitra, Babu Jafandra Nath. 

Muliarjaa, Babu Taraknath. 

Naakar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Quadar. Mauivi Abdul. 

Raikat, Mr. Rraaanna Dab. 

Ray, Babu Abanish Chandra. 

Bay, Babu Burandra Nath. 

Ray, Dr. Kttmud tankar. 

Ray, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Ray, Babu BataavripatL 
Ray, Or. Bidban Cbandra. 

Ray, Mr. O. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran Bankar. 

*^atl ?* ** ^**^ * Bahadur Batyandra 

Barkar, Babu Namanta Kumar. 

Barfcar, Babu NaHniranlan. 

Baiaml, Mr. B. N. 

Ban, Mr. N. c. 

Ban Bupta, Mr. J. M. 

Twewar, Kaitn uMie. 
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ill Hr. K. e. 

•mm, M mm Mr. 4. 

M r M Wliii, Mr. 4 , O. 
ran^M, Kluui taiwiar K. 0. M. 
ri m i l t r, Mr. 4. Cni pfc m . 

OiNIMVi. NaPii Mr. A. K. AMi AMM 
KM. 

•oMliA, Kai BAMiir MHM. 

Kalla, Mr. a. N. 

Naari, Major Ooarral Rloliari. 

Haatiaa, Mr. R. C. 

Hogg, Mr. a a. 

Napliyiii, Mr. w. t. 

<lfaaa«ay, Mr. J. H. 

Kliaitaa, gaia Mi arooad. 

LlaMy, Mr. 4 . N. * 

MlAlain, Mr. M. C. 


MiKtaMi, Mr. 0. a. 

MHiar, gir aravaia OiNNMir. 

, Mr. A. N. 

Dr. N. W. a 
Maltorji, Mr. a C. 

RattiTMa, Mr. a a 
aMtta, Mr. A y. 

Kay, taaa NagMiira Narayaa. 

Kay, ta# HoaiMi Maaaraja galiaiar 
KtAaaalia OKaaira, of Naiia. 

Kay Magaari, Mr. K. a 
Kay, Mr. i. N. 

Kay, Kaja MaaHaN tlagh, af OKaAilgai. 
•laiptaa, Mr. A W. A. , 

Itaplataa, Hr. N. a 
Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Wilaaa, Mr. K. ■. 



The Ayen 49 and the Noes 42, the motion was carried. 


Mr. PHESIDENTS Mr. Addy, an there are only five minutes left, 
you^ad better move motions Nos. 42V and 42W, whieli stafid imyoui% 
name together. 

BahuAMUtVA DHONE ADOYs Sir, I beg to move — 

(0 that (duuse 8 (g) be omittgd; and if it is not accepted, 

(/?) that in clause 8 (rO, lino ^ to d.afor the wonls “ six pies in 
the case of a first class pas'ienger, and at the rate of three 
pies in the case of u seiond cla**s ” the words “ three pies 
on ever\ ” be substituted. 


Sir, it will appear that I suggest the exclusion of pasHengers 
travelling by the ferry service from taxation to lie imjKwed for the 
construction of the Howrah bridge. I admit the principle that tlioiwj 
jiersons who would be benefitecf by the construction of the Howrah 
bridge ought to be taxed, but I beg to submit that the paaiiengeri 
travelling by the ferry service are not benefited in any way by thii 
bridge. On the coutrai^' it is the bridge itself which is benefited by 
the ferrj' service, because owing to the existence of the ferry service 
the congestion of traffic on the bridge is relieved to some extent. Then, 
Sir, the Port Commissioners who are in charge of this ferry service 
have been suffering heavy losses. It would apjieor from their letter 
addressed to me that tbe>' strongly op|)ose th^ proposal to tax passeo- 
ger» by the ferry service: they can see no justic.e in the proposal even 
if the tax is levied on passengers crossing the river and there is abso* 
lately no justification whatever for taxing passengers who use the ferry 
service for going from place to place on the same bank of the river. 
It appears from the statistics which have been published that the 
total receipts in the year 1925-26 was 7 lakhs and 22 thouiand rupees 
Md the total expenditure amounted to 7 lakhs Ind 7 thousand rupees: 
in tlw fmevioua year there was a loss of^seventy-three thousand rupeea^ 
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Ah they have invented 24 lakhs of rupees in these steamers, and calcu^ 
latingr interest on this sum 5 per cent, per annum the cUavges on 
that account come up to Rs. 20,000. And if we take into consideration 
the contributions for sinking fund*, depreciation, and interest together, 
it will appear that the Port Commissioners are running their ferry 
service at a loss. 

As regards the other amendment I beg to submit that an invidious 
distinction appears to have been made between passengers travelling 
by the ferry service and passengers travelling by the railway. In the 
ease of the railway no distinction has been made between first and 
second class pussengei-s, but in the case of the ferry service a distinc- 
tion has been made between first class and second class passengers. 
And I may add that there was nothing of this sort in the original Bill. 
With these remarks I beg to move these two amendments. 

The Hon’bia Mr. J. DON ALD : Sir, I am afraid we must have money 
if we are to have a bridge, and therefore I oppose the motion. 

The motions of Babu Amulya Dhone Addy were then put and lost. 

■abu AMULYA DHONE ADpV: Sir, I beg to move that clause 
8 (r/i) l)e omitted. * 

It will appear that under this sub-clause it is proposed to have a 
tax on all or any classes of vehicles within the limits of Calcutta and 
the municipalities named in clause (n). 

Sir, we have just resolved to increase the rate of tax in Calcutta 
and Howrah from one-quarter to half per cent. Thus there will be 
an additional income of about 2 lakhs of rupees. We have also 
resolved to tax the passengers as well as the gcxjds coming by the 
Bengal-Nagpur Railway, which will also yield an income of more than 
2 lakhs of rupees. Therefore, Sir, we have already increased our 
revenue by 4 lakhs. And if we omit this item we shall only lose 60 
thousand rupees, and notwithstanding its oVnission there will still 
remain a net increment in revenue of 3 lakhs and 60 thousand rupees. 

As regards the justification for this tax, I beg to submit that the 
tax on motor-cars in Calcutta has already been increased under the 
Act of 1923. It was under the Act of 1899 that the tax was fixed at 
Es. 12 per half-year and it now stands at Rs. 30 per half-year. Thus 
it is a case of double taxation which is not desirable. With these 
words, Sir, I beg to move my motion. 

Tht Hon’bit Mr* «!• DONALD: Sir, I am ofraid no case has been 
made out for the elemption of vehicles as the bridge will largely be 
used by all sorts of vehicles. I, Hierefore, oppose the motion. 

The motion of Bahu Amulya Dhcne Addy was then put and lost. 
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After the declaration of the President a member rose and asked for 

Mr* PRESIDENT! I am sorry I tiare already said that the 
** Noes have it. 

Babv AMULYA DHONE ADDYs sSir, I beg to more that to 
clause 8 (rti), the following be added, namely, — 

** but not exceeding ten per rent, of the license-tax in respect oi 
such vehicles.” 

Sir, 1 may say that* this is the unanimous recommeudation of the 
Corp<»ration of Calcutta. 

The Hon’ble Mrs J# DONALD: Sir, I think the case for proper 
consideration of the tax on vehicles is covered by the words ** after 
consideration of the views of the Corporation of Calcutta or the*Com-^ 
inissioncrs of the munic ipality concerned; as the case may be ” in the 
clause. That seems to me to be quite sufficient, and I, therefore, 
oppose the motion. 

The motion of Babis Amulya Ilume Addy was then put and lost. 

• 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 8, as amended, 
stands part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

AdJouffimefiL 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Tuesday, the 13th 
July, 1926, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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ntoNdingi of the MngM LagMative Gomieil m i m b M imtfir tht 
pmiiiom of the Covarnnoiit ef liMt Att 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 13th July, 1926, at 3 p.h. 


The Hon’ble the PreHident (Kumar Shib Shekhaebswau Ray) in 
the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of the •Executke Council, and 
101 noininatwl and elected members. 


SUrrtd QiMttiom 

(to which oral anawors wore given). 

r 

Inflammatory Urdu leaflets. 

•17. Mr. S. N. HALDAR:, Is the ‘Hoirble Member in 
charjre of the Political Dephrtmeut aware of the fact that innumerable 
leaflets in Crdu have been distributed inflarainj;^ the Muhammadans 
against the Hindus? 

(/j) If so, what steps have the Government taken to suppress these 
leaflets? 

(c) Have the Government attempted to find out as to who are the 
authors and piiblishers of such leaflets? 

(tl) If so, are these people or j)er8on8 being proceeded against 
under the law? 

MEMBER in ohtrge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon*lile 
Mr, L. Birfey) (a) Government are awafe that inflammatory* leaflets 
in Urdu have been distributed. 

(6), (r) and (f/) Inquiries were made in every case with a view 
to the detection of the authors and publishers of th(Ae leaflets, but 
it has not been found p()6sible to obtain evidence which would justify 
proseeution. 

Mr, S. N. HALDARs May I draw your attention to the fact that 
no answer has hftii given to clause (6) of my question? 

Tho Hon'IMo Mr. L« BIRLEYl Endeavour has been made to find' 
out some one who couldl>e punished for doing it. 
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IM; t. N. HALOARs May I know il inquiriaa were made frona 
tile Secretary of tke Tansim as well a« from ike jmipnetora ol ike 
Urdu pnemF 

Tlii Het i *k ie Mr* L. BIRLEYs 1 qp afraid I cannot exactly say 
wko are the people from whom inquiries were made. 


Celoutti Eleotrie lupply. 

ME. Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: {a) Will the Jlon^ble <Member 
in charfre of the Finance^Departmeiit be pleaml to state whether they 
are taking any steps to apjiioach the Calcutta Electric Supply C-orpora- 
tion to reduce their charges in regard to electricity supplied to resi- 
dential quarters? 

(h) Is tke Hon’ble Member aware of the hartlship felt among the 
pcKuer sections of the community, incltidiug Anglo-Indians, fii regard 
to the jirevailing rates levied by the Corjioratioh ? 

(c) Have the,^overnment any control over the CorjK>ration iti 
regard to the charging of incidental expanses, such as the rejoining 
of wires, which have beei^ [ireviously^cut off? 

{(I) Is the Hon'ble Member awai^ that •the fee charged in these 
castes is Its. 10? 

(c) Have the Government any information before them to show 
what the a<fual cost is for such work? 

(/) If not, can this information be ascerlainetl from the Corpora- 
tion for the information of the Council? 

MEMBER in otiarga of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (tho Hon'kle 
Mr. J. Donald): (») The answer is in the negative. 

{h) No. 

{c) The question of the amount of control that Government ca» 
legally exercise in such lliatters is under discussion l)etween Govern- 
ment and the Cor|H>ration. 

{(I) According to the rate l)ook of the CoqiorEtion, the fee for dite- 
connecting a consumer for non-payment of bills is Rs. 5 and a similar 
fee is payable for reconnection. 

(e) No. 

(/) Government are not prepareil to request the ^ Corjwmtion to 
supply for public information details of the actual cost in such cates. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: With regard to the answer given to my 
question (c), may I know if there is any likelihood of an early decisioia 
Mng arrived at f ' 
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Tht HOfi’Mt Mr« <!• DONALDS It is a lengthy preeesa and I 
<MUitiot say when a decision will be arrived at. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENBs Is the Government aware that* for dis- 
i^nnectiug a consumer for nouy)aymeni of his bill all that is required 
is that a mistiy is sent for disconnecting the wire in which case 
a fee of Ils. 5 is charged ? 

Tht Hon'ble Mr. d. DONALD: This is a matter on which I should 
like to have the advice of the Corporation. 


UMtarred Quwtiom* 

(answars to wliicb wmro hid on the tablo). 

Looting of ihopt during Calcutta riota. 

k. Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVI; Will 
the Ilon’ble Memlier in charge of the Police Department be pleased to 
state the number of shops of Muhammadans and Hirfdus, respectively, 
that were hmted during the recent Tahutta riots between 2nd April 
nnd the end of May las* and howc many Hindus and Muhammadans, 
respectively, have Wen arrf,*sted ahd charged in respect to such looting? 

MEMBER in ohtrge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’We 
Hr. L. Birley); A statement is laid on the table. 


Referred to in the Reply to VnMarred Queshim No. 30. 


Number of shops lookxl during 
period 2nd April and 31st 
Mav in Calcutta including 
^V^the^» and .Southern 
districts. 


Numlier of arrests made in 
connection with the 
looting. 


Nu nber of person actually 
charged. 


Hindu . . 100 

Muhammadans .. M8 


Hindus 

Muhammadans 


104 

107 


Hindus . . 97 

Muhammadans .. 106 


Using of flreonm during CaloutU riots. 

at. Had|i Mr. A. K; ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVI: (a) Will 
the Hon*ble Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to 
«t«te how many cae^ have been brought to the notice of the police of 
private pereous, Hindu and Muhammadan, respectively, using firearms, 
during the recent Calcutta riots from 2nd April to end of May last ? 
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(b) How many licenses have been granted since the commencement 
riots till now to Hindus and Mussalmans, respectively^ lor^ 

(1) guiiH; and 

(2) revolvers? 

Tilt HOfl’Mt Mr. L. BIRLEY: (a) Nine instances of the use of 
«rm8 by members of the public came to the notice of the police 
ing the period mentioned — 

5 Hindus, 

3 Muhammadans^ 

1 rnknowii. 


(h) Between the 2r»d April and 30th June the following licenses were 
nted — 


(1) Guns 

(2) Revolvers and pistols 


{ Hindus 

Muhammadans 

fHindus 

I Muhammadans 


291 

23 

31 

6 


Logiflativt Buiiiitii. 


CoYtrnmtnt Bills. 

The discussion on the Howrah Bridge Bill. 1926, was then resumed. 


Clause 9. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The question is that clause 9 stand part of the 

i. 

Th. Hon*bl. Mr. 4. bbsALD: I heic to move that in clauae e (2), 
ss 3 and 4. for the words “ East Indian Railway the words 
dministration of the railway by which the gSods are carried ** be 
stituted. 

I also move that in clause 9 (•?), line 3.^for the words ** East 
ian Railway ** the words “ administration of the railway by' which 
jNiasengers are carried ” be substituted. ^ 

I beg to move that after clause 9 the following explanation be 
srted, namely: — 

** EMplanoHon . — ^The word ** admimstration as used in sub* 
tiona (2) and (2) has the same meaning as in elaoae ($) ot mtinti 3 
Oie ladkn Baatray* Act. 1890.” ^ > 

IS 
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These motions are intended to give effect to the decision arrived at 
by the Council to bring th^ Bengal-Nagpur Railway within the j>tirview 
of the taxation provided in clause 8 of the Bill. 

The motions were put and agreed to. 

The following motions failed : — 

Btbu AMULYA DHONE ADDY to move that clause 9 (/) be 
omitte^. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY to movo that to clause 9 ( 2 ) the 
words “ and the Bengal-Nagpur Railway ” be added. 

Babif AMULYA DHONE ADDY to move that to clause 9 ( 3 ) the 
words “ and the Bengal-Nagpur Railway " be added. 

Mft PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 9» as amended, 
stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 11 stand part of 
"he Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 12. 

Mf. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 12 stand part of the 
Bill, 

TIlS HoiPIHs Mr. «l. DONALD: I beg to move that in clause 12, 
lines 1 and 2, for the words “ five lakhs w the words “ four lakhs ” 
be substituted. 

This proposal k aimed at fixing the Government contribution at 
Rs. 4 lakhs instead of at Rs. 5 lakhs. This places the charge on 
provincial revenues at about the same figure as the revenue expected 
from Calcutta. With this sum together with the stjims we expect to 
realise from the provisions of clause 8 we hope to l>e able to build the 
new bridge. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRBBIUNTi The question is that clause 12, as amended, 
stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put anu agreed to. 
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Mn FIIEtIDiNTz The question is that clauses 13, 14| 13 and 16 
stand part of the Bill. * 

The motion was put and agreed to! 


plilttt 17« 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Babu AMULYA QflONE ADOY to move that clause 17 her 
omitted. * 

iilr. PRESIOEJiT: The question is that clause 17 stand part of 
the Bill.* 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

CliUM 18. 

• • 

Mr. PRESIDENTS The question is tlfat clause 18 stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

ClauM IS. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY to move that in clause 19, line 
4, after the word ** notification ” the words ** after consideration of any 
representation which niev be mode by the Commissioner ** be inserted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 19 stand part of the 
Bill. * 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


CUUMBI SS t» S4. 

Mr. PREilOENTs The question is that clauses 20, 21, 22, 23 and 
24 stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Mr. PRillDENT: The question is that the Preamble stand part 
of the Bill, I ^ 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The HOfl'ble Mr. d. DONALD: I beg to move that the Howrah 
Bridge Bill, 1926, as settled in Council, be passed. 

We have now got to the final stages of a discussion which has 
been going on for very many years with reference to this bridge. It 
is not therefore necessary for me to say much now. With regard to 
the remarks which have been made with ref|renoe to the attitude of 
the Government of India to the Howrah bridge, as I said before when 
the original Bill was put forward, the Government of India promised 
to give considerable assistance in the construction of a cantilever 
bridge as the cost of such a bridge was beyond the financial resources 
of tjiis province. The present Bill, as amended, provides for the con- 
struction of a cheaper bridge, and as members of the Select Committee 
are aware — and it has been mentioned in the report — constant efforts 
were made to induce the Government of India to help^us even with the 
present bridge. We have now contributions from the Bengal-Nagpur 
Eailway and the East Indian Railway and it ii not possible to get any 
further financial assistance- from 'the Government of India. Whether 
they were willing to, or not, the Government of India, by the con- 
stitution, are unable to make a contribution to the Loc.al Government 
for local purposes. With the money which is now provided by the 
taxation clause we shall be able to build a bridge which will last for 
many years and will meet the present day requirements of 
trades. The next will be to call for tenders and to construct the 
bridge; the present bridge will, with the repairs now being carried 
on, meet the requirements of traffic for the time during which the new 
bridge is lieing built. 

BsiMi BE JOY KRISHNA BOSE: I feel. Sir, I shall be failing in 
my duty if I do not oppose the passing of the Bill even at this stage, 
and I do so ^nthree grounds. The Select Committee had recommend- 
ed a certain constitution. Some of the members of the Select Commit- 
tee have made other proposals in their notes of dissent. Here in this 
Council we tried our best to get a popular constitution. I will not 
repeat what I said yei^erday: but I do feel, Sir, that the Port Com- 
missioners are a closed body on which there is no representation of 
Indian interests ^nd upon that body devolves the duty not only of dis- 
mantling the present bridge but deciding the type, calling for tenders, 
accepting thei^l constructing and maintaining the new bridge. That 
body is not at all a fairly representative body. I will not say what I 
kiT. jfot to snj- wiflj regard to the constitution of the Port Cranmis- 
rionen at present, t know that a Bill to amrad that Act is <m Oe 
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li^slatiTe anviL The eeeond groimd is the taxation of | per cent, 
os the annual yaluation of lands and buildings in Calcutta. We op« 
posed it, and it was only by a snatch vote that the Govemnieut obtain^ 
ed a victory; but that does not reprefent the views of a very large^ 
section of the House and surely that does not represent the views of 
the citixens of Calcutta. 

My third ground is that the Bill as amended does not my anything 
about the type of the bridge. The type of the bridge is not h.^ttled; 

it will depend ii|)on the Bridge CommiHsioners to settle the^ty[>e of 

the bridge. We do not know what expenses the Bridge Commissioners 
will incur in construction and maintenance of the bridge. 

Further with regard to the taxing clauses, I do not wish to say 
that there should be no taxation if there is to be a bridge. But I feel 
that there is no necessity of taxation of various interests if there be 

a contribution from the Government of India. On that tly Bill is 

silent and the Oovernuieut of India refuse to pay a single picg for * 
the consfruction and maintenance of (he bridge. I am at one with 
the note of dissent of Mr. Kenneth Campbell and Mr. Snaith. They 
put it on one ground only that the bridge will conuw’t the two great 
railway termini in Cab^utta, but ^lere is an additional ground that 
that Government will gain by the bi4dge in^Cuatoma and other dutiea. 
Therefore (he Government of India should have contributed towards 
the construction and mninteiiance of the bridge. Another ugly feature 
is that trade and commerce of Calcutta are excluded altogether from 
taxation, (tn these grounds even at the last moment I feel it my duty 
to opiMjse the passing of this Bill. 

Mr. A. C. BANER4EE: 1 too oppose the Bill. The constitution of 
the Bridge Commissioners has been such as is not popular and alao 
because the ret'ommendntions of the Select Committee have beeu 
ignored. We have had no reasons given to us why the case such aa 
has been made out by the Select (^ommittee wa.s not pressed upon the 
Government of India a liflle more firmly. That might have been easily 
done. 

As regards the constitution of the Board a* great deal has been 
•aid. I take it that, with your pennUaion, it will bear repetition. Yom 
are going to tax the people. Grdinariiy the ^>eople who pay would 
have a right to be represented on such bodies an will administer the 
Aet. A man who pays the piper has the right to call the tune, aa 
the popular saying goes. Here that old saying hlie been wholly 
ignored and yon are now having a Board where the tax-payers will 
be but very, very poorly represented. You are going practically to make 
over the whole thing to the Port Trust. As 1 pointed out in the csourae 
of ike debate yeeterday that the Port Trust is n*closed body and with 
closed doors it carries on its deliberatums, and its proceedings nev«r 
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see the light of day. The public are going to be taxed, but they will 
not have an opportunity of judging whether the Board ar« doing the 
wrk in the interest of the public or merely wasting the public money, 
ney will not have the right to<)e heard. Here the Board such as hu 
been proposed to ^ constituted will be above and beyond the reach of 

assurance from the Hon’ble 
Member as to whether the proceedings of this Board would be accessible 
to the public or not. Then I pointed out yesterday, and I do so again 

unrighteously taxing Calcutta at more 
than one-fourth per cent. Even one-fourth per cent, would be too 

thrneini ® unrighteous taxation so far as 

tdi^ro ftn concerned. An attempt has been made but 

v«Jfs.f f** of »onie of the mufassal members here not 

very successfully but to some extent successfully—to create a diversion 

iVoneTb'! m f™® ‘te niufassaj members. 

Cat tt! «‘c«»‘>crs will see (hat it means taxation for all, for 

Calcutta as well as for the mufassal more or less when no such taxation 

BiirTet^' ^ T that there is no, occasion for this 

Bill, there is no hurry for this bridge. I cited the authority of no 

ess a person than the Chief Engineer of the Calcutta Cor,mraiion and 
to those who were not present h^r'e last nigh\, I say that the Chief 
Engineer of the Calcutta" Corporation has told us that the present 
bridge can go on in the same way as it has gone on for som7years by 
repairs-the spare parts lieing always ayailable and you can go on 
epairing the bridge and keep it going in a working order 25 or .lO^-ears 
to come just ns you haye Wn doing for the last 25 years or so.’ In 
the circumstances it is not necessary, when the peoj.le of Calcutta are 
already oyertaxed. when the money market is very tight when the 

iT i, «■ tnoaning under the yoke of Corporation taxation 

If they could afford they would have asked through their represent!' 
ij to raise. the tax to 23^r cent., to do all the improvemeTlt 

to a hSrWl'’ ih “f bringing jjie amenities of Calcutta 

to a higher They have not been able to do so for want of funds 

^ere is a hundred and one thing to be done. Apart from the Question 
>f commitments and the commitments are very heavy I »!y the 

H the LhtEl.''’” '‘“T* or the drainage 

• the lighting or eveij the conservancy service and there is plenty^ 

ax hntVbT Corporation could levy a higher 

“ iTrlal ollf tr* “ ** f““>’ that the rate-pa^en 
^ich ■ Still with a 

.** '* ahameless, the Oovemmeiit^Sie* 
OM'ard with a pM^al that we should pay additional tax for a 

tliere is no hunr In these circmnstAnftjui 

oppose the passing of the BiU. ^ ta these ciremmtati^e. 
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hfW been rendered to the Corporation of Calcutta by aldirjiia]i Boee, 

1 Ih^ened yeeterday and again to-day with close attentiim and with 
grei^ respect to Hr. Bose’s explanation of* the financial difiiculties of 
the Cofpmtion. Although I sympathise very much with thoee diffi- 
culties the arguments advanced by Mr. Bose have not convinced me 
at all in regard to the contribution. Speaking as an up-country 
member and inspite of Hr. Banerjee’s condemnation I am glad that 
the balance of taxation has been readjusted in what I think is now a 
more just and more fair manner. 

One word in regard to the necessity of the bridge itself and tlierefore 
of passing the Bill to-daje The question arises — Is the Bill a necessity 
or is it not? I think and I believe that public o|^inion will endhrst 
what I say — that it is a necessity that a new bridge he huUt and that 
as soon as possible. There has already been long delay over this matter 
in Bengal sand it is not an advertisement favourable to Calcutta or to 
the province. TiCt us think for a moment, let us imagine wlfat ought , 
be the result if anything happened to the present bridge. Surely the 
cost of the bridge itself might he wasted within a few weeks. In my 
opinion and I think iii the opinion of the meniWrs of this Chamber the 
cost of the bridge may l>e regarded as nothing hut an insurance and 
1 trust this Council will vote that insurance in no uncertain voice to-day. 

The Hwi’ble Mr. d. DONALD: Much of what has been said was 
dealt with yesterday, and 1 do not think I need add anything to the 
remarks 1 made yesterday on the various points raised, and as to the 
necessity of constructing a bridge of this kind. This question has been 
under consideration now for many years, and I hope the members of 
this House will now pass the Bill, ^ 

The motion that the Howrah Bridge Bill, 1920, as settled in Council 
be passed was put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


A M ii i , Maulvi Ta yteeii tw. 

AO, MaeM tayyae tattaa. 

•artaa, Mr. H. 

•irify, tat HaWMt Mr. L. 
eaaHravartf, Mr, a y ewi a si. 

C l i a a ilwtr t, tUs Naa'Ma Ntivaa Matfur 
•aiyM Naaiaa All, tCHaii —hUw. 

OMM, Mr. II N. 

gaU ni ni M ry, Maeari raslal Marita. 

Maiaa, Mr. 0. 

Maepar, Mr. 0. «. 

AralBtari, Mr..T. C. 

9m, Saaa eaara Oatatra. 

MUM. Mat Paaaiar tkmm Mata. 
jMaaiai Ur* 4. Caapar* 

Ma, Mr. K. tSU 
Uaaiii^ tat MpwMa Mr, 4. 

Mr. 4, «. 


faraaat* Kaan PatiaPar K. 0. M. 

Farraettr, Mr. 4. Caaipaitt. 
oanvaivi, Haaji Mr. A. K. APa Aamae 
Kata. * 

Oaaatia, Aai PaHaPar PaPriPat. 

Oaaa, Mr. P. N. 

Naa, Kaan PaaaPar Kaii laaiiwl. 

NaarP, Majar Oaaaral RltaarP. 

NaPiSM, Mr. P. 0. 

Napt, Mr. 0. P. 

Mi p ayaa , Mr. W. t. 

Itaaaaia, MavaP MafliarraC. KPaa iaaaPaii 
Map* Maaivi Ikraiaal. 

Panaaaag. Mr. 4. N. 

Kaaiia% Ma MM PraaaP. 
tal MaaaaiauP, Najl. 

UaPtay, Mr. 4. N. 

Maiia» Mr. M. s 

a 
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MtAlfill, Mr. M. 6. 

tmmuft Mr* 0* 

Mitltri fir IFrvvMli Clwfidir. 

Mtbwrtyi Mr. A. N. 

M»rMM, Ar. H. W. ■. ( 

MuAtrJi, Mr. t. C. 

Namly, Malwraj Kumar Arlt CAaiMra. c 
NaiimuMifii Khaja. 

AatUnon, Mr. 0. C. 

PUttp, Mr. J. Y. 

KaMm, Sir AlMMir*. 

Kaihati Mr. Praaaiina Dab. 
nay, tabu Nagaiidra Narayan. 


May, Aabu tu ra i ii m Matlk. 

May, Hm HmUMt MaMmaja Kababur 

Kaiiauniab ChaiMlra, tf NaAia. 

May Obaiftfbiiri, Mr. K. 0. « 

May, Mr. t. N. 

May, Mr. Tarit Aliaaafi. 

Nay, Raja MaaMHI Simii, af CMabAliW. 
•an, Mr. N. C. 

•impaan, Mr. b. W. A. 

•Uptatan, Mr. M. i. 

Tratara, Mr. W. L 
Villiara, Mr. K. 

Wilaaa, Mr. M. 1. 


NOES. 


AtfA/, Sabtt Amulya Dbana. 

AbamaA, Maulvi AaimuAAin. 

AbmaA, Mauhrl laanaar. 

■aaabi, Mabu Maaiaa ObanAra. ' 
•anarjaa, Dr. bramatbaiiath. 

•anarjaa, Mr. A. 0. 

, AiawAr, Mr? AbAul Utif. 

•eaa, tabu tajay Kriabna. 

ObauAburi, Maulvi faiyaA AbAur Nobb 
ObauAburi, Mai HaranAranatb. 
ObunAar, Mr. Nirmal ObaaAra. 

Oaa, Dr. Mahini Mabaa. 

Day, tabu iaroAa MraaaA. 

Sanculy, tabu Kbagandra Nath. 
NalAar, Mr. t. N. 

Haqua, Maulvi tayadul. ' 

Haaaain, Maulvi Wabad. 
daardar, Maulvi Aftab Haaaain. 

Kban, Mabu Oabandra Ul. 

Kban, Maulvi Abdur Maaabid. 

Kban, Maulvi Amanat 


Kban, Maulvi Mabi Uddin. 

Mabammad, Maulvi iaaar. 

Maity, tabu Mabandra Natb. 

Mitra, tabu JasaiMlra Natb. 

Mukarjaa, tabu Taraknatb. 

Naakar, tabu Ham ObanAra.* 

Ray, tabu Abaniab Cbandra. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud tankar. 

Roy, tabu Manmatba Natb. 

Roy, tabu tataowripati. 

Roy, Or. tidban Cbandra. 

Roy, Mr. 0. N. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran tankar. 

> Roy Cbaudbtiri, tabu tailaja Matb- 
• Roy Cboudburi, Rai tabadur fatyandra 
Natb. 

larkar, tabu Hamanta Kumar, 
tarkar, tabu Nalinimnlan. 
laaihal, Mr. t. N. 
tan Qupta, Mr. d. M. 

Tarafdar, Maulvi Rajib Uddin. 


Tbe Ayes 59 and the Noes 41, the motion was carried. 


Ths Bsngtl Tsnsnoy (Amemtms nt ) BMIp 1$2$, 

Tim Hon’bls Mthsnijt KBHAUNISH CtfANDRA RAY Bahadur 
Of NadlSI 1 failbDt the Report of the Select Committee on the Bengal 
Tenanoy (Amendment) Bill, 1926. 

In presenting the Report of the Select Committee, 1 deeiie to atale 
briefly the reaton why no further motion regarding the Bill tpi^etra 
in the liet of businesi. The Select Committee themaelYei nonffid fr 
that the alterations they have made in the Bill necessitate its repnbli* 
cation. A perutpl of the report and of the note of diaaent recorded 
by myself and the other official members of the Committee will abow 
that the Select! Committee hare made radical changes in tome of t hf 
moat important prin|iples of the Bill, which OoTemment are Dssbis to 
accept. 1 refer to the princifflet on which it was prc^oaed to ixrovjdt 
for transferability of dccupan^ rights, with safeguards to fmoteot the 
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cultiTator. Hie ea^fegnard whidb the (^mnmeiit Bill proridedl 
wee to give the under-raiyat in certain cironmstancee occupancy riglite» 
BO for example, the raiyati riglit% paused into the imnda of a 

money-lender, the actual cultirating under-raiyat would still he eeeurtr 
in the occupation of his land. The minority of the Select Committee^ 
howerer, refused to give any protection of any value to the under« 
raiyat. If the Bill in the form in which it has emerged from tho 
Committee were to become law, the result would be that the tenants^ 
right would pass more and more into the hands of mere rent-receivers^ 
money-lenders and middlemen secure in the possession of oecupanoy 
rights and free to exact the uttermost pice for the use of the land 
from cultivators, witEouf rights and without protection. It is ob^ioua 
that such a radical departure from one of the most important princi- 
ples is unacceptable in view of the untoward effect on the agricultural 

community and detriment to the agricultural prospeiity of Bengal. 

• 

Two courses are open to me. I might ask the Council to* refer the* 
Biir back to the Select Committee with instruction to provide in it 
for the protectiqp of the under-raiyat. But if the Council agreed to 
do this, it is apparent that the Bill could not be amended and passed 
into law within the lifetime of the present Council. Neither the Council 
nor the Legislative DepArtment wodl^ have the time to deal adequately 
with a Bill about which opinions in the CAuncil are certain to differ. 
Even if the Select Committee's further report were published beforo 
the beginning of the August session, it is unlikely that the Council 
would he able to complete the consideration of the Bill within on# 
month, and it is certain that the Legislative Department would not 
have the time to examine the Bill as it is modified by the Council,, 
correct the drafting and report what conseijueniial amendments would 
be necessary in time for the Bill to he finally passed by the present 
Council. I do not, therefore, propose to waste the time of this Council 
by proposing this course. 

The other course is for me to abstain from making any motion with 
regard to the Bill, and tt is thi/ course which 1 proposed to follow.. 
The result will be that the Bill will lapse. I regret this result becaus# 
the Bill has in it much that would have been ol value. I regret that 
this should be the result of the careful and earnest attention which 
the members of the Select Committee devoted to every detail ol th# 
Bill; I gladly acknowledge that in many respects our Bill has heaw 
maiemlly improved by their labours. It is to my mind very an*- 
lortunate that the change in one of the main psintiplei of the BBI 
^ould compel us to abandon it; but I hope that tke CommHieeV 
labours will not be wasted as it is the inteniioB of Oovemment t# 
idace before the next Council a Bill which, while maintainkit th# 
principles Which we consider essential, will t|ke advantagu th# 
imiwovements made by the Select Com|iitt«e in the present BOf. 



m GOVEBITMEKf BUM. [ 18 th StJtj 

tm caiMBta MuiiioiiMa (Afpfi«nfipo im 

TN MiOnnaf ^IHAUNIttf PHAI|0|PA R1|Y 

NnUit Sir, I present the Eeport of the Select Committee on the 
Celcntta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1926. 

The Hoffi’IMe Maharaja KSHAUNItH CHANDRA RAY BaUMNir 
•9f Naifias I move that the said Bill as reported by the Select Com- 
mittee be taken into consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The following motion was called but not moved.*-;- 

ItbH OEBI PROBAO KHAITAN to move 'that in clause 2 fw 

■'flub-section (4) of the proposed section 667A, the following sub-section 
t>e substituted, namely: — 

** (4) No suit or legal proceeding instituted or continued under 
* this section shall be called in question merely on the ground 
that a suit or proceeding in regard to the same facts has 
previously failed by reason of the absence of a General 
Committee under this Act, or by reason of the failure of. 
the Corporation to give the person proceeded against an 
opportunity of being h^Ard, or on dbcount of any defect or 
irregularity not* affecting the merits of the case.” 

Thi Hon*bt« Maharijt K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY BalMdur 
lof Nadia: Sir, I move that the Calcufta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 
1926, as reported by the Select Committee, be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Tha Bangat Malar Vahlolaa Tax Bill, 1828. 

The Hofi’bla Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
^ Nadias I move that the Bengal Motor Vehicles Tax Bill. 1926, be 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of Mr. J. G. Drummond. 
JCr. R. C* M^gson, Raja ManiloH* Singh R!by of Chakdighi, Nawab 
Jiuaharruif nmMn, £han Bahadur, Khaje Nasimuddin, Hadji Mr. 
Jl, £. Abu Ahmed £han Ghuxnuvi, Rai Harendranath Chaudhuii, 
Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy, Babu Surendra Nath Ray, Babu Boroda 
Proaad Dey, Mr. £. Villiers, Mr. R. B. Wilson, Mr. A. C. Banerjee, 
Babu Bejoy Krishna Bo.se and the mover, five to form a quorumt 
with instructions to submit their report in time for its consideration 
in the August asssion of the Council. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Mm TARAKNAfH MUKiRdiA to move, by way of amend- 
mant, that after the ^ame of ** Babu Bejoy Krishna Bom ” the name 
Mr. B. N. Sasmal ” be jnaerted. 
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Mian iYlO IIIIIADUI HAQ moT^d, by way of amoodmoiit, 
tbe name of ** Babu Bejoy Ijgalma Boee ** the names of 
** Br. A. Suhrawardy and Shah Syed EniAsdnl Haq ’’ be inserted. 

He ipokB in Bengali. 

Tlio Hofi’ble Maharaja KSHAUNItH CHANDRA RAY BMiaAir 
at NaRiaS Sir, the question of inelusion of more names in the Select 
Committee was discussed at a meeting of the Ijegislatire Council of 
25thl February, 1926, when Sir Hugh Stephenson clearly explained why 
it is very difficult for Oaiernment to accept recommendations for the 
addition of names.* Following that I tliink I should oppose Ihis 
amendment, not on account of any personal objection to the gentle- 
men in question but for the following reasons. 

• 

This is a Bill which ref|uires veiy careful examination,* an^ an ^ 
endeavour has been made to have a busines.H-like committee of moder- 
ate si*e reprcsei^ing ccuniuercial interests, the Calcutta Cor|>oration, 
the Presidency area, the district Iwards and municipalities of Western, 
Eastern and Northern Bengal, and as much of an exf>ert element as 
possible. 

• 

So far as pc»litics are concerned, the Bill is not a controversial one. 
Every one is, 1 think, agreed that it is reasonable to im|>ose a moder- 
ate tax on owners of motor vehicles in the mufassal, and that it is 
desirable to improve the roads maintained by district lioards and 
municipalities. A possible exception is Babu Umesh Chandra 
Chatterjee who is opposed to the running of all cycles and motor 
vehicles invented by fesreign brain, but he is not here to-day. If the 
Bill .hae nothing to do with politics, it has still less to do with any 
communal question, and there is no justification for including or 
excluding any member on the ground of his religion. The gentlemen 
whose names have been gut l>efor^ the Council by 8halt 8yed Emdadul 
Haq do not represent any interest or Iwal area not already represented 
on the Committee. 8o fur a.s the Burdwaii Division is concerned, we 
bave Baja Manilol Singh Ro\' in the C(»mmitiee al its representative. Bo 
far as Eastern Bengal is concerned, we have Mr. Ghuinavi and 
Hr. Naaimuddin who is Chairman of the Dacca Municipality; hence 
there is no need to include Shah Syed Emdadul Haq. Dr. A. Suhra- 
wardy represents the rural Muhammadan constituency of the 
24-Parganas in this Council, and it is unnecessary to have another 
representative of that area on the Committee as we already have Eat 
Harendranath Chaudhuri. 

The motioa of Bhab Syed Emdadul Haq waf then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 
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The motion of the Hon*ble Mahai^aja Bahadnr of Hadia that the 
Bengal Motor Vehicles Tax Bill, 192C, be referred to a Select Com- 
mittee was then put and agr^.ed to. 

TN Gelctttti Port (Amendkiioiit No. it) Bin,. 1928. 

Tho Hofi’Wo Mr. 4. DONALD: Sir, I beg to introduce a Bill 
further to amend the Calcutta Port Act, 1890. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

Tte ‘Hon'bla Mr. 4. DONALD: Sir, may I have your permission 
to substitute the name of Sir Abd-ur-Eahim for that of £han Bahadur 
S. Mahboob Aley, who is ill, in the proposed Select Committee P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tes, you have. 

Tha H9R’bl9 Mr. 4. DONALD: Sir, I beg to move that the Calcutta 
Port'(Ameiicfnieiit N(.. IT) Bill, 192C, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of Mr. M. C. McAlpin, Mr. D. C. Patterson, Mr. R. B. 
Wilson, Raja Reshee Case Law, Babu Debi Prosad Kbaitan, and 
Sir Abd-ur-Ruhim and the mover, with instructions to submit their 
report for presentation at the August session ef the Council and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute 
a quorum shall be four. 

Sir, the Bill, as introduced, is designed as will appear from the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons, to increase the number of represen- 
tatives of Indian commerce on the Calcutta Port Commission. The 
opinions of public Iwdies have already been obtained in the matter 
and they will be considered in the Select Committee. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: Sir, I beg to be allowed to ofF^r n few 
criticisms and to make a suggestion. Before doing that I think we 
should thank the Hon’ble Mr. Donald for having increased the number 
of representatives of Indian commence from^pne to four. But I am 
afraid somehnw^ir other one very important matter haa been overlooked. 
vis., the claims ot the Muhammadans who are in the commercial line — 
and their number is hot a few in Calcutta — to representation on the 
Commission. 1 trust the Select Committee will make it a point to see 
that the representatives of a very large section of the Muhammadans, 
who, are engaged in commerce and who are residents of Calcutta and 
are interested in the port and consequently in the present Bill, find 
a place on the Co&mission. 

BNbit AMiaVA DNONE ADDYl Sir, on behall of the Bengal 
Kational Chamber ol Commerce, which I have the honour to represent 
in this Council, I thank the Hon^ble Mr. Donald from tlie bottom of my 
heart for his having kindly inbtiduced this BUI. 
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f Sir, th* prwent coostitutioa of the CafevtUi Port Tnwt, «« laid dova 
« aectioDs 5 and C of the Calcutta Port Act, 1890, a< amended be 
Bengal Act IV of 1905, i» as follows:— ^ 

There are 16 Commissioners cuusis^ng of a Chairman, a Depute 
Chairman, 6 nominated Commissioners, and 9 Commissioners elected as 
follows : — 


Six hj the Bengal Chamber of Commeree, 1 by the Calcutta Trades 
Association, I by the Corporation of Calcutta, and 1 by such 
body or bodies or firms us the Ixm'uI Government m#y select 
as best represenfinjr the interests of the Indian mercantile 
community. • 

^ • 

In accordance with the provisions of section 6. His Excellency the 
Governor of Bengal has Is-en jcleased to select the Bengal National 
Chamber of Commerce as the body best representing the i(j]terestB of 
the Indian mercantile community. • • 

Having regard to the fact that tliere has been an increase in the pro- 
portion of business liandled by Indian hrms to the total amount of 
business which passes through the poH of Calcutta, it is desirable to 
provide for increased BKpre.sentaticui of the Indian mercantile com- 
munity by giving the Bengal Nationdl Chapiter of Commerce the right 
to appoint more Commissioners. The Port Commissioners themselves, 
as will aicpear from the letter of their Chairman, dated the 30th March! 
1922, addressed to the Sec retary of the Government of Bengal, Marine 
Department, were of opinion that four representatives of the Bengal 
National Chamber of Conimerce shonld be appointed instead of 1, as 
at present. This apjcears tct be a very moderate pro]iosal, having regard 
to the fact that tlie Bengal ('hamlier of Cnnimerce has 0 representatives 
and the. Calcutta Trades AsscK ialicm 1 representative in the Calcutta 
Port Trust. 

As regards the question as to why the said additional seats should 
be allowed to the Beugul^NationaH'hamber of Commerce only, the 
following observations of the Franc:hise Committee on the Government 
of India Bill may be quoted : - 

“ The Bengal National Chamber of Commerce is undoubtedly the 
foremost Indian commen-ial body in the Presidency of Bengal. The 
list of its members includes all the more prominent Indian businessmen 
and they have interests throughout Bengal ". 

fA voirx: Question.] 

Bita AMULYA OHONE AODYi It has beau questioued, but I can 
l^we it to the hilt with facts and figures. And what I have stated is- 
the bare toct— pure and simple. 

[A Ttooc : Wbnt abont bnnkersP] 
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Mw AUtlLYA BMHft AODYs Yes, the Bengal National 
Chamber of Commerce consists of bankers and' merchants as well. 

The following obserr^tions were made by His Excellency Lord 
Hardinge, ex- Viceroy and Goyemor-General of India, in reply to the 
address of welcome presented by the satd Chamber 

“ You are constantly consulted by Government on questions affect- 
ing not only the commercial community, but also the gmieral welfare of 
the people. You have given useful and valuable advice 

With these remarks, Sir, I beg to support the nmtion. 

«Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY: Mr. President, Sir, I rise to move, 
by way of amendment, that the name of Mr. K. C. Ray Chaudhuri be 
added to the Select Committee for considering the Calcutta Port 
(Amendment No. II) Bill, 1926. Mr. Ray Chaudhuri's connection 
with labour is well known. We all know that no less a person than 
Mr. Johnston, the Labour M. P. for Dundee, who visited Calcutta, 
eulogised his services in the cause of labour in the House of Common.s. 
I understand that there are 30,000 employees under the Port Com- 
missioners and so Mr. Ray Chaudliuri will be very useful on the 

Committee. < ^ 

( 

c 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: Sir, I beg to propose that the names of Sir 
Provash Chunder Mitter and Bobu Jatindra Nath Basu be added to 
the Select Committee. 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI ! I move, Sir, that the name of 
Mr. Tarit Bhusan Roy be added to the Select Committee. 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: It looks like a mutual admiration society. 

Mr. K. 0. RAY CHAUDHURI S What about the members of the 
Civil Service admiring each other ? ^ 

Sir, Mr. 1ftoy represents a very important section of the commercial 
community of CalcuMa, ru., the Mahajan Sabha which consists of 
many substantial merchants and has, therefore, a more intimate con- 
nection with the Port Trust than many of the other so-called commercial 
bodies. ♦ 

BiIhi DiB^ PROiAD KHAITAN: Sir, I move my amendment 

not because , I am a member of a mutual admiration society, but 
because I tmnk that tbe name of Rai Abinash Chandra Baneijee 
Bahadur should tie added to the personnel of Gie Select Committee. 
He is the President of the Indian Mining Federation, and the Indian 
Mining Federation represents the Indian coal interests and it is very 
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l^^ssary that the^ iDt«re»ta thonld be considered in the 'de£ibM%-- 
ti<md gf the Port Commissioners. I hope that GoTeraineirt IriM W 
pleased to accept this amendment. 

Mr* P. Nn GUHAs Sir, I beg to move, by way of amendntent, tital 
for the words “ quorum shall be four *’ the words “ quorum shali he^ 
six be substituted. I hope the Hou*ble Finance Member will 
accept the names which have been proposed for addition to the Select 
Committee: the size of the Select Committee will consequently be 
enlarged, and I think that the quorum should alao be increased frona 
four to six. 

. * 

Tlio Hoffin^le Mr. J. DONALD: Sir, we have heard various reason*- 
which have l)een adduced for adding the names of the several gentle-- 
men to the Select Committee, I do not think we have got the real 
reasons for their inclusion. We shall see this in Select f!!omn|lfllBe^ 
Rut I have* no objection to the inclusion of these names in the Com- 
mittee. ^ 

The following motions were (hen put aud ugree<l to: — 

• • 

Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY to»move,j3y way of amendment, that 
after the name of Sir Abtl-ur-Rahim the name of Mr. K. C. Ray 
Chaudhiiri be injiertc^. 

Mr. P. N. CUHA to move, by way of amendment, that after tha 
name of Sir Abd-ur-Rahim the names of Sir I’rovash Chunder Mitter 
and Babu Jalindra Nath Basu be inserted. 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUOHURI to move, by way of amendment^ 
that'after the name of Sir Al)d-ur-Rahim the name of Mr. Tarit Bhusaa 
Roy be inserted. 

Mhi OEBI PR08AD KHAITAN to move, by way of amendment,, 
that alter the name of Sir Abd-ur-Rahim the name of Rai Abinaoh ' 
Chandra Banerjee Bahadur be inserted. • 

Mr. P. N. CUHA to move, by way of amendment, that for the word* 

“ quorum shall be four the words “ quorum shall be six ** shall bw 
substituted. 

The following amended motion was then put and agreed to ; — 

“ That the Calcutta Port (Amendment No. II) Bill, 1926, he* 
referred to a Select Committee oonsiating of Mr. M. C. McAipin, 
Mr. D. C. Patterson, Mr. R. B. Wtlaon, Baja Reshee Case Law, Babift 
Debi Prosad Kbaitan, Sir Abd-ur-Rabim, Mr. K. C. Bay Chaudhuri,. 
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8k PmvMk Ckunder Hitter, Bftbu Jatindra Natk Basa, Mr. Tarit 
JBhttian Boy, Eai Abinash Chandra Banerjee Babador aad the Hon’lde 
Mr. J. Donald, with instri^tione to submit their report for jifreaenta* 
tion at the August session of the Council and that the number of mem- 
bers whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a quorum shall 
be six.’’ 

Prorogatiofi. 

I have it in command from His Excellency the Gbvemor to announce 
that the Bengal legislative Council stands prcrogued. 

I am asked to add that the opening meeting of the August session 
will be held on the 16th of August, 1926, and that notices for the 
introduction of Bills should reach the Secretary by the 16th of July, 
1928 , < 

o 





INDEX 


TO 


THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PftOCEEDINGS. 


(Official Report.) 

VOLUME XXIIr-TWENTY4ECONO SEStlON, 
tluljj eth, Sth, 9th, iWh ami I3th, 182a. 


Ael 

Presidency Area (Emerjjency^ Securi- 
ty— 

Arresta under the—, 63. 

Persona deait with under the — , 
l(i2. 


Atftfy, Babu Amutya Otiona 

JJill. The Huwrafi Uridgo—, 1926, 166, 
108, 176, 177, 178, 189, 191, 199, 201, 
202, 203, 201. 206, 206, 207 , 208. 2m 
Cattle mortality and veterinary di»- 
pennariea,, 162. 

Cattle. ^ ^reaerration of—, KJ3, *136, 
137, 142. 

Diamond Harbour subdivision. Agri- 
culturists of — , 153. 

Improvement (Amendment) Bilf^ 1926. 

The Calcutta — , 41, 42, 43. 

Industries. Committee to prepare a 
, Bill for affording Government assist- 
ance tn— , 106. 

“Jumma'’ prayers. Suspension of 
civil courts work for—, 129. 
Kanungoes, 158. 

Uuhammadans. Fifty per cenU. 

appointments to—, 96, 97. 

Munieipai (Amendment) BUI, 1926. 

The Calcutta — , 44, 45. 

P^ore Bm, 1«5. Tho Bengal-, 9, 

“Phakn” BUI, 1985. The BengU-, 6. 
Phrt (Amendment No. II) BUI, IW, 
The«Calcnt|la^, 225, 396, 


Addy, Babu Amulya Ohena- rttrirW. 

Kent (Amendment No, 11) HiH, jjriS. 

Tim CakmtU- , 14, 16, 18. 

Kent (Hejmal) Bill, 1926. The Calcutta 
43. 

Taxation (VmimitUm Bc|M>rt, 51. 

Tolly’s Nnla, 52. 

VVati^r-KUpply. Rural- , 157. 

Weights. Introduction of standard'— 
82. 

Adjoummant, 46, lOJ, 144, 209. 

Ahamad, Maulvl Aahnuddln 

Dacca. Tochnicml and vocational insti 
tution at—, 55. 

Elective system of local iiodies by ballot 
109. 


Alaipup Khal 

Ro-excavation of the—, 131. 


AH, MMitvl Bayyad Buitaf) 

Alaipur Khal. Re-ex^avation of tho— 

* 


Anglo-Indians Allied removal of—, 
to make room for Indiana and Euro- 


paans, 49. 

BUI. The HowiyOi Bridge— , 1926, 196 
CSattle BUI, 1935, The Bengal 
81 . • 




Cattie. Preaervation of—, 188, 143, 


[Qmtia.] 



u 


INDEX. 


[VoL. XXII 


Amitintfiitntf 

Fifty per cent. — to Mahainmi||^ni, 82. 

BtlifH, MtulYf KaBtr 

Muhammadans. Fift^y per cent, 
appointments to — , 93. 

BantrjM, Or. Framathanatfi 

Bill, The Howrah Bridge—, 1926, 166, 
186, 201, 208, 204. 

BanarlM, Mr. A. C. 

Bill. The Howrah Bridge—, 1926, 171, 
193, 196, 217. 

Calcutta riots. Officers of certain 
tihanas <|aring— , 49. 

Cattle Bill, 1925. The Bengal—, 26, 
28. 

Mina Peshwari, 48. 

Muhammadans. Fifty per cent, 
appointments to — , 88, 91, 92, 93. 

c 

BanarlM, Rat Bahatfiir AMnart CliBiHira 

Union Boards, Establishment of — , 112. 

BangaMra 

Indian Institute of Science at^. Elec- 
tion to the Court of the—, 3. 

Barton, Mr. H. 

Employment. Anglo-Indian in Qorern- 
ment— , 49. 

Baau, BOBii datkidra Natti 

Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1926. 
The OalcOtliU-, 33. 

Bongal Logitlativo Counoil 

Allow^ances of members of the—, 160. 

BiM 

Cattle—, 1926. The Bengal—, 
Continuation of—, 23. 

Reference to a Meet Oonuaittee 
23 «. 

Oompuleory Primary Education—, 1996. 
The Bengal—, 33. 

Court of Wards (Amendment)—, 1926. 
The Bengal—, Introduction of—, 
Ml 30. 


Bill (S) — concld. 

Domestic Servants’ Regisiration— 
1925. The Calcutta— 

Continuation of — , 19. 
t Reference to a Select Con 
mittee — , 19, 23. 

Fish Fry Preservation — , 1925. Th 
Bengal — , 33. 

Howrah Bridge — , 1926. The — 
Oinsideration of — , 163. 

Passing of—, 219, 220. 

Improeementl (Amendment)—, 192( 
The Olcutt^, 41. 

Motor Vehicles Tax—. The Bongal- 
19W, 222. 

Municipal (Amendment)—, 1926. Tl 
Calcutta — , 33, 44. 

Municipal (Amendment) — Tlie Calcuti 
1926. D 

Consideration of—, 222, 

Passing of — , 222. 

Pasture — , 1925. The Bengal — 
Conjinuatiun of — , 7. 

Reference to a Select Commits 
“ 7, 13. 

“Phuka” — , 1926. 'Ihe Bengal- 

Continuation of — , 3. 

Reference to a Select Commits 
— . 3, 7. 

Port (Amendment No. II)—. Tli 
Calcutta — , 1926. Introduction of~ 
224. 

Prevention of Brothels in Fairs- 
1^. The Bengal—. Introductic 
of-, 35, 38. 

Rent (Amendment No, 11) — , 192i 
The Calcutta — 

Continuation of — , 13, 

Reference to a Select Oommitt< 
13, 19. 

Kent (Repeal)—, 1926. The Caleutl 
— , 43. 

Tenancy (Amendment)—. The Beitg 
— , 1926, 220. 

Village Self-Government (Amendmen 
— , 1926. The Bengal—, 88. 

Wagering Associations—, 1926. Intr 
doction of—, 88. 


BMpy, tilt Htn*Mt Mr. L. 

Bill. Hw Howrah Bridge—, 1926, 18 
Oakutth Police Force, 147, 159. 
Oalcotta Potioe. Inquiry into tl 
qf tbf--, 77, 8!. 



M 



Millie tilt Ntn'bto Mr. 

OKibatto. Proposed city oivU court 
for—, IflO. 

OoloutU Vioto — 

Alleged imporUtion of e|H»oiitrv 
“ goondes ” during—, 159. 

Arrests during—, 163. 

Casuelties daring — , 63, 

Ck>mpUint8 during — , 153. 

ilead end wounded Muhammadans 
during — , 150. 

Killed and wounded during—, 
151. 

Killed and wounded in certain 
thanas during — , 162. * 1 

l.K>oting of shopy during — , 145, 

Number of persons sent up dur- 
ing — , 160, 

Offic'crs of certain thanas during 
— , 49. 

Persons redbiving injuries during 
— . 153. ^ 

I'sing of firearms during — , 213 

Council. Allowances of members of 
the Bengal Legislative — « 161. 

Kmployment. Anglo-Indians in Govern- 
ment — , 50, 

Firearms. Licenses for—, 149. 

Gooudas ” Act and Presidency Area 
(Emergency) Security Act. Persons 
dealt with under the—, 102. 

Joraltagan Ix)ck-up. Death of Haji 
Ahmed Peshwari in the — , 147. 

“Jumma” prayers. Suspension of 
civil courts work for- , 130. 

Kliengraputtv. Ixmting of shops in — , 

!«.- 

liC«fletH. Inflammatory Urdu—, 210, 
211. 

Mina Peahwari, 47. ^ «, 

Muhammadans. Fifty per cent, 
appointments to — , 97. 

‘*Phitka’' Bill, 1025. The Bengal-, 
6. 

Presidency Area (Emergnncy) Security 
Act. Arrests under the — , 54. 

Prevention of BroUiela in Fatra Bill, 
1926. Tlie Bengal—, 37. 

Ramaan Lane ''buatee.” AMagad loot' 
ing of—, 54. 

CJuioii Boards. Eetkbliafauient of — , 
115, 

Vidyalaya. Shree Viahudhananda Saras' 
urati-, 149, 160. 


Mantkganj. Railway ooit — o tb n b— , 

" 48, 

••••• tlhM Baby KrMina 

BSl. The Howrah Bridge-, 1926, 169, 
183, 216. 

OMMina 

Proposed city civil court for—, 160. 

CalMitta ilactHa Supply, 211. « 

Oalttitta Muniaipal (AMwiwuwt) BIH, 

mo, 222. • • 

Cololitu MIfOi 

ln<|utry into the adminisirmiton of the 
65. 

Caloutta Pollot Foioi, 147, 169. 

Catoutta Port (AniPppiiwt No. II) SHI. 

The-, 224. 

^{aloiitto riota 

Alleged importation of upKXNintry 
‘*gr)ondas*' during—, 168. 

Alleged looting of ftanuMn lame 
“ bustee," 64. 

Arrests during—, 162. 

Casualties during—, 63. 

('omplaints during—, 153. 

Dead and wounded Muhammadans dur- 
ing- •, 150. 

Killed and wounded during—, 161, 
Killfid and wounded in certain tlianat 
during—, 163. 

IxMiting of shops during—, 146, 212 
Nunilier of persons sent up during—, 
150. 

Ofioars of certain thanas during — , 49. 
Persons receiving injuries during—, 152. 
Using of firearms during—, 213. 

Cattio « 

Preaenraiion of—, 133, 

Cattia wartatfty and valarliiafy diwfip 
aariaa, 162 

etta inua w 


Panel of— ,»J. 



[You xin. 


IN*DEX. 


iv 

Cha^av0rty, tafty Siidariafi 

Bengal Educational Service, 82. 

CBattarJaa, Babu Umat Cliafid|fi 

Cycles and motor vehicles. Prohibition 
of foreign — , 82. 

Chaudhuri, tha Hon'bia Nawab Bahadur 
Baiyld Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur 

Cattle. Preservation of — , 137, 140. 
Cattle^ Bill, 1925, The ^ngai— , 26, 
29. 

Cattle mortality and veterinary dis- 
tl)ensarieH, 162. 

Excise licenses, 156. 

Industries. Committee to prepare a 
Bill for affording Government asBist> 
anee to — , 108. 

Pasture Bill, 1925. The Bengal—, 10. 
8ul>-Iiegistrar8. Pension of — , 169. 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harandranath 

V’illage Self-Government (Amendment) 
Bill, 1926. The Bengal—, 38. t 

t 

c 

Circular Canal, 157. 

City civil court 

Proposed -for Cah’Utta, 160. 

Council 

Allowances of memliers of the Bengal 
I^egislative—, 160. 

Dacca 

Technical and vocational institution 
at—, 65. 

Oat, Or. Mahiiii Mohan 

Dacca Rural (Non Muhammadan) Con- 
stituency. ReconstiU .tion of rt»e — , 
82. 

Oat Oupta, Or. J. M. 

Municipalities, Right of oooption to 
all—, 131. 

Uay, Babu Borada Protad 

Bill. The Howrah Bridgo— , 1920. l70. 

Diamond Harbaur aubdivMan 

Agriculiturtsta of—, Ifdl. 


Dighapatia 

Reference to the death of Uie Raja 
of-, 1. 

Oiapanaariw 

Physicians of the anti-malaria co-opera- 
tive society — , 103. 

Diiputct 

Labour — , 60. 

Divitiont, 18, 32, 38, 197, 198, 200, 206, 

219. 

e 

Donald, tha Hon'bia Mr. J.* 

Bill. Howrail Bridge—, 1926, 163, 166, 
172, 174, iVs, 176, 180, IbP, 199, 
201, 202, 203, 2a5, 208, 209, 213, 
214, 216, 219. 

Bill. Pori (Amendment No. II) — . 
The Calcutta-, >926, 224, 227. 

Calcutta Electric Supply, 211, 212. 

Domestic Servants’ Registration Bill, 
1925. The Calcutta — , 21. 

h^lucat^pn. Pru|x>sed Board of Second- 
ary—, 64. 

Inland steamer companies, 49. 

Karnapur Station on tlie Khulna- 
Hagerhat Railway, 51. 

Khulna Ghat Steamer Station, 60. 

Lal)our disputes, 61. 

Monikganj. Railway connection to — , 
48. 

Provident Fund. Secondary School 
Teachers’ — , 160. 

Taxation Ck)mmittee Report, 51. 

Wagering Associations Bill, 40. 

Education 

Proposed Board of Secondary—, 64. 

Employmont 

Anglo-Indians in Government — , 49. 

Engineering service. Lower Subordin- 
ate—, 62. 

ExoIm l iPoni H , 166. 

Firaormi 

Licenaea for—, 148. 

Farmtar, Mr. d. CampbiW 

Improvement (Amendment) Bill, 1996. 
llie Calcutta—, 42, 



INDEX. 



Mter, Mwilvi AMut 

IfubamiiuwlaiiA. Fifty per cent, 
appointments to— 95, 96. 

ttiHiimvi, Natfji Mr. A. K. Abu AlimMl 

Kban 

G^ontta Police. Inquiry into the ad- 
ministration of the — , 71. 

Calcutta Police Force, 169. 

Calcutta riots — 

Alleged importation of np-country 
“ goondas ” during — , 158, 
Arrests during—, 169l 
Ciisualties during — , 53. 

Complaints dJ^ing — , 15^1. 
liooting of sl^ps during—-, 212. 
Using of firearms during — , 212 

“ Goondae ” Ac t and Presidency Area 
(Emergency) Security Act, Persons 
dealt wil|j^under the—, 102. 

“Jumma” prayers. Susptmsion of civil 
courts work fifi- — , 122. 


Hao, MiMi Mi I i iiaii it - pea ai, 

Dispensaries. Physicians of the anti- 
malsria co-operative st»ciety--*i lOS. * 
‘^uinma" prayers, Suspension of 
civil courts work for — , 127. 

* Muhammadans. Fifty per cent. 
ap)K>intments to — , 88. 

'' Phuka ’ Hill, 1926. The Bengal—, 5. 

Presidency Area (Emergency) Security 
Art. Arrests under tlie— , 58. 

Prevention of Brothels in Fairs Bilk 
1926. The Ihuigal— , 3R, 36. * 

Sthiiding Orders. Aiuendments of — * 

Ortler 6 (1). 45. ^ ^ 

Onler 12, 46. • 

Siih-llegistrars. Pension of — , 159. 

Union Hoards. Esiahlishment of — , 
111 . 

WaUT-suppIv in the riistl antas, 103. 

• • 

Hotfui, Maulvi Siyeiul 

i>ac‘i‘a. TiH'hiiical and vocational institu- 
tion at - , 5.5, 


**QiMndu" A«t • • 

Persons dt»alt with under the , 102 

Gutia, Mr. f. N. 

Hill, Port (Aineiidineiit No. II)—. 
The Calcutta- , 11)26, 226, 227. 

Bill. The Howrah Bridge , 1926, 165, 
181. 

Calcutta Polici'. Inquiry into the ad- 
ministration of the , 62, 63. 

Municipalities. Privilege of co-option 

I ■e qje iided to—, 102. 

Prtfveiition of BroUiels in Fairs Bill, 
1926. The Bengal-, 36. 

Union Boards. KsUblisfamgpt of—, 1(^, 

111 , 121 . 

Gupta, Sir K. 0. 

Death reference of—, 1. 

NaMar, Mr. i. M. 

Ij«afi«ts. Inflammatory Urdu—, 210, 

211 . 

Naa, tbah Syad EmMuI 

Bill. The Bengal Motor Vefaielea Tax 
— , 1026, 223. 

Chttle Bill, 1925. The Bengal-, 25. 


Haatain, Nawab Muihirruf, Khan 

Bahadur 

(Vmrt of Wards (Amimdinent) Bill, 
1926. The Bengal , .'H, a5, 

Hawrah Bridsa Bill, iMf, 16.3, 

<tiq, Maulvi Ekramul 

Bill, Port (Amendment No. II) — . 
The (Calcutta , 1926. 221. 

'Jumina” prayers. Hus^Minsion of 
civil <xnirts work for—, 129, 

Union Hoards, Kstahlishment of — , 

112 . 

Nuq, Mr. MaMNibul 

Assistant^aibrs. Grievances of tha— , 
14-1. 

InBuitriat 

CbrnmitJce to prepare a Bill for afford- 
ing Government assistance to — , 104. 

s 

Inland staamar rrr — ~ - 4g. 

daardar, Mauhrl Aftab Haaaaln 

Weights. Introductbn of standard — , 
82. 

a 



M 

f 

UtimMP 

Death of Haji Ahioed Pesliwari in flie 
146. 

**4uiiiiiui*’ praytrt 

SuK|)ension uf civil oourie work fof^, 

122 . 


[ t«. VLit 

UMliilgMIl 

.JEUilwoj oonneetion 48. 

Maiiifearf 

Allowanoes of-^f the Bengal Legi»> 
lative Council, 160. 

Attendance of—, 1, 47, 102, 146, 310. 



KammiMt, 158. 

KamaiMir Station on tho Khuina- 

Bagarhat^Railwayi 61. 

Khaitan, Babu Oabi Proaail 

Hill.* Port (Amendment No. II) — . 
The Calcutta—, 1926, 396, 327. 

Bill. The Howrah Bridge—, 1926, 170, 
171, 202, m, 206. 

(/aicuttia I^lice. Inquiry into the ad- 

• iniaiHtnition of the — , 69, 66, 67, 
68, 70, 71, 77. 

C'attle. Preservation of — , 1.39. 

Firearm «. Licensen for — , 148. 

ItiduHtries. Committee to prepare a 
Hill fur affording Government aaaiH^* 
ance to—, 104, 108. • 

Municipal (Amendment) Bilf^ 1926. 
The CttlcutU— , as. 

Prevention of Brothels in Fairs Bill, 
1926. The Bengal—, 36. 

V'idyalaya. Shree Viahudhananda Saras- 
wati-^-, 149, 160. 

Watennu. AKsociatioos Bill, 1926, 38, 
89, 40. 

Khangraputty 

lamting of shops in — , 146. 

Kfwlna-Basartiat Railway 

Karnapur StatltM SB?-, 51. 


Labour Siaputoo, 50. 


Laaflatt 


Infloaiunatory Urdu—, 310. 


Moity, 


Ijetftera from District Mogiatratea and 
Diviakmal OommisaSbiers to their 
inunodiite auperiara. Oopiot of—, 
14S. 


Mina Paahwarl, 47. 


^larano, Or. H. W. ft. ^ 

Calcutta £leetric Supply, 211, 212. 

I Cattle BHl, 1926. The Benwl— , 23, 
30. ^ 

Domestu' Servalts’ Begiatration Bill, 
1925. The Cal^tta— , 19, 20, 22.* 

Industries. Committee to prepare a 
Bill for affording Government assist- 
ance tb — , 106. 

Pasture Bill, 1925. Ihe Bengal—, 7, 

12. 

“Phuka” Bill. iW). The Bengal—, 
3, 4. 

^ Kent (Any»ndment No. II) Bill, 1925. 
The Calcutta—, 13, 17. 

Motor VohiolM Tax Bill, lots 

The Bengal — , 222. 

MuhammaUana 

Fifty i)er cent ap|x>intmcMits to — , 82. 

MunioipaliUaa 

Privilege of co-option extcuided to — , 

102 . » 

Mukarji, Mr. a C. 

r. Bill. TV Howrah Bridge—, 1926, 189. 

Calcutta Police. Inquiry into the ad- 
ministration of the—, 76, 76, 77. 

Mukharjj, Babu Ni^ya ObMia 

Death reference of — , 1, 2. 

NarayanganJ MuniaipaHty, 148. 

Naaliar, Babu Han OhanBra 

Calcutta. Propoaed city civil court for 

leo. 

Oiniaar Canal, 157. 

Kducatioii. Propoaod . Roaad of Socotid- 
ary—. 44. 



imm. 


^ jxn.] 




NMfear, My Ntyi O M i n t oncfci. 

ISygiiiMHng Servke. Ixmr Sabordiii- 
52. 

Ka^napur Station on , the Khitlna- 
Baferhat RaiJway, 51. 

KhiUna Ghat Steamer Station, SO. 

Provident Fund. Secondary 8cho<il 
Teachers’—, 160. 

NaiiMiiMi, Mr. Khwala 

Bill. The Howrah Bridge — , 1926, 

196.. * 

0||th, 1. 

OMtuary Bafaranoai, 

PMHtmiri, H^IUAIniimi 

Death of— in th^ Jorahagati liork*up, 
146. 

FratManoy Araa (Em arg eiMy) Murity. 

Aot 

Arrests under the , 53. 

Pratklwit 

Rules that meniberM are only entitled 
to discuRR the Kciteral proTiRionii of 
the Bill during the motion for refer- 
ence to Select (’ommittee and can- 
not go into details, 16. 

RuIm ^hat members in their 
caffhot refer to a matter adiich 
ivihjudice, 58. 

Rules that memliers mustl be relevant 
in their arguments, 59. a 

Rules that t4ie vote of the Hon’ble 
Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Mawah Ali 
Oiaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, must be 
expunged from lioth side of the divi- 
sion, 901. 

Rolea that when pemotmel of a com- 
mittee is stated in the resoluHoii it 
is not right to make suggestions in 
the speech for a change df ttel par- 
sonnel, 56, 58. 

PririiMiaii, 228. 

4^§ya46®y4 Pyyd 


Hravivi mvmh 

Mul^madans. Fifty per oeoi. 
a^intments to—, 82, 92, 98. 

e 

RMitai, Mr AMW 

Calcutta Police. Inquiry into the ad- 
ministratioa of Hie—, 64, 66, 69, 70. 

Railiat, Mr. Frattiifui M 

. < 

Cnion Boards. Kstablishment of—, 

115. 

Ramtaii Lina *’huttat” 

Alleged looting of—, 54. 

Ray, My SurMiiri Natl^ 

Bill, 'fhe Howrah Bridge- , 1#26, 168, 
187, 188. 

Ray, tilt Hon’Wa MMitfali ■iliaiyr 

Kahauniifi cliafNira, af NaMa 

Alalpur Khal. Re^xcavation of the—, 
18^ 

Bengal Motor Vehicles Tax BiH, 1926, 
222. 223. 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 
1926, 290. 

Circular Cana), 157. 

Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 
1926. The Bengal-. 35. 

Diamond Harlwur subdivision. Agri- 
culturists of-, 153. 

DiHpensaries. Physicians of the anti- 
malaria co-operative society—, 108. 

Engineering Hervics*. liower Sulwrdin- 
ate—, 62. 

Improvement (Amendment) Bill, 1926. 
Tile Calmt/t»— , 41, 48, ’ 

Kanungoe^ 158. 

Municipal (Amendment) Bill. The 
Calcutta-, 1926, 222. 

Municipalities. Privilefj^ of esH^ion 
extended to—, 108. 

Narayanganj Municipality, 148. 

Rent (Amendment No. II) Bid, 1926. 
The Caleutde-^, 17. 

Bent (Repeal) Bill, 1928, Tl4 CalctttU 
48, 44. 

Tolly’s Nala, 52. 

Cnion Boards. EaUMialiiBettt of—, 
117. 

Hater-supply to the rural areas, 103, 


^jpoondary Bchool Teachers*—, 160. 



INDEX. 


[Tol. XXII. 


iriii 


Ray, Raja Promada M$m, af Dightmtu 

Dmtb reference of — , 1, 2. 

r 

Ray diaudhuri, Mr. K. C. ^ 

Bill. Port’ (Amendment No. II) . 

The Calcutta — , 1926, 226, 227. 

Bill. The Howrah Bridge — , 1928, 179, 
180. 

^ Excise licenses, 166. 
f “Jumma”^ prayers. Suspension of 
^ . civil courts work for—, 128. 

Labour disputes, 60. 

kapart 

Taxation Committee—, 61. 

Ray, Or. Bidhan Cliandra 

Bill. The Howrah Bridge—, 1926, 
192, 202. 

Ray, Mr. Tarit Bhuaan 

Bill— 

The Howrah Bridge—, 1926, 170. 
Port (Amendment No. 11)—, ^926. 
The Calcutta—, 226, 227. 

Calcutta riots. Persons rei'eiving 
injuries during—, 162. 

Council. Allowances of members of 
the Bengal liegislative — , 160, 

Mina Peshwari, 47. 

Narayanganj Munh-ipality, U8. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyendra 
Nath 

Union Boards. Establishment of- , 
114. 

Baoandary CduaaMaf) 

Board of—, 64. 

Ban, Mr. N. C. « 

Inland steamer oompauies, 48. 
ttandins Ordara 
Amendments of—, 45, 46. 

•uh-Ratittrart 
Pension of—, 151 ^; 


»«f»f«*ardy, Mr. H. 8. 

Calcutta Police. Inquiry ii^ the ad- 
ministration of the—, 65, 66, 67, 68 
59, 62, 63, 79, 81. 

Calcutta Police Force, 14T. 

Calcutta riots — 

Dead and wounded Muhammadans 
during—, 150. 

Killed and wounded durinn 

161. ’ 
Killed and wounded in certain 
thanM during — , 162. 

Looting of shops during — . 146. 
Number of pc^ns sent up durinn 
' 150. ^ ^ 

Officers of certain thanas durini 
— , 49. ^ 

Jorabagan lock-tfp. Deatli of Haji 
Ahmed Peshwari in the—, 146. 
Khengraputty. Looting’ jf shops in—, 
146. 

Ramsan Lane “ bustfec.’’ Alleged 
looting of—, 54, 

Taxation Committse Rsport, 61. 

Tsnaney (Amtndinsnt) Bill 

The Bengal—, 220. 

Tolly’s Nala, 62. 

Travsrs, Mr. w. L. 

Bill. The Howrah Bridge — 1926 187 
219. ' 

Union Boonis 

Establishment of — , 109. 

Votsrinary tfiaponoarioo 

Cattle mortality and — , 162. 

Vidyalaya 

Shree Vishudhananda Saraswmti— 

149. * 

WatoroiBmty 

Rural—, 103, 167. 


a 0 . Pm. w-ii-ftoc— mm— 1.8(10-8. o. 








